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The Next Generation

There are members of the HFBA Volunteer Minyan group
who have attended over three hundred burials. And
among them are three very special father-son “teams.”

In April 2010, a Staten Island synagogue sent out a
request for people to make up a minyan (prayer
quorum) for an individual who had died alone, with
no friends or family. That Sunday, 75
people showed up so that a man none
of them knew could be buried with
the full service of a Jewish funeral.
Upon learning that most HFBA burials
were attended only by HFBA's rabbi,
and perhaps one or two others, the
community members immediately
organized a group from across the
Jewish denominational spectrum to
ensure that a minyan would attend
every burial, allowing the kaddish
prayer to be recited.

Scott Diamond and his then fourteen year old son
Zachary were among the first volunteers.

Zach’s previous experience at the funerals of relatives
prepared him for the volunteer minyan and, despite
his youth, Zach had already

“Do the mitzvah participated in many volunteer

that many would activities. At the age of ten,
turn down. All kids  this student at Staten Island
should have this Academy became a certified
experience! It will ~ Therapy Dog Handler, visiting
truly change you!” residents of a rehabilitation

and nursing home facility. He
also spent many hours in the summer of 2013 helping
to maintain Mount Richmond Cemetery and this May

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the

ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the only agency in the NY metropolitan area dedicated to assuring
that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional Jewish

funeral and burial.

(1to r) Lee Brosnick, Zach Diamond
and David Berger

. he was recognized by the South Shore Rotary Club and

- awarded the Dr. Abraham Workman Scholarship Award
. for “Service Above Self.” After high school graduation,
Zach, a competitive swimmer, will attend Brandeis

¢ University.

Zach believes that helping others makes him more
grateful for the life he has and that “it
is in fact a life-changing experience.”
. Asked to advise his peers, he says,
“Do the mitzvah that many would
turn down. All kids should have this
experience! It will truly change you!”

David Berger, now 13 years old, is an
honor student in the seventh grade
at LS. 24. Among his many interests
are sports, camping, biking and
anything pertaining to survival in the

: wilderness. A few weeks before his bar mitzvah, David
. began to join his dad Marc in the
¢ volunteer minyan. Addressing his
involvement, this very sensitive

¢ and loving young man says that

- although, “I felt a little weird at

¢ first, like everything else you get
¢ used to it” David adds, “It has

. made me feel good about myself. It feels good to give

. back to my community. Nobody should be buried alone.
. When we leave we know we have done a good deed...

. because a little effort makes such a big difference in

“Nobody should

be buried alone.
When we leave

we know we have
done a good deed.”

others’ lives. If we all gave back to our communities we

would have a better world.”

Lee Brosnick, Kevin's son, who joined the minyan right
..continued on page 4




Update: Julian Edelman Visits Silver Lake Cemetery

In the previous edition of Chesed, HFBA Executive Director Amy Koplow wrote
about traveling to Brookline, Mass. to meet Julian Edelman who had grown up in
HFBA's Silver Lake Cemetery as the son of the cemetery caretakers. Recently Mr.
Edelman, now eighty-six years old, visited his boyhood home with his son Danny
who lives in Teaneck, NJ.

Mr. Edelman'’s return to the site at which he grew up brought back many memories § %
- ofhis childhood. Back for the first time after |
many decades, he toured the area, looking
. atlandmarks, showing where the original

Julian Edelman water well had been, where there had been
_ Olutside his ornamental fruit trees and lilac bushes, and %
fgl’l':/'e’i’ z ;‘,?em;l;”f where he had picked blackberries in late s W A
; summer.
h{S aunt a,nd Andrew Parver, Director of Operations;
cousin (1940’s). Yosi Shalem, cemetery superintendent;

Julian Edelman is a link to HFBA history and
. we are honored and delighted that he came
back to see his old home.

Paul H. Nagelberyg, president; Amy Koplow,
Executive Director; Julian Edelman,
Danny Edelman, Shy Shalem, contractor.

HFBA Gratefully Acknowledges Gisela Zamora

This past year, HFBA was the beneficiary of a
generous bequest from Gisela Zamora, of blessed
memory.

Mrs. Zamora was a Holocaust survivor who was
born in Germany in 1928. She was deported first

to Theresienstadt with her family and ultimately to
Auschwitz. In one of the notorious “selections” in
Auschwitz, Dr. Mengele sent her to one side and her
family to the other, causing their immediate deaths.
Somehow, she survived the Mattsdorf work camp
and severe illness in Auschwitz. She finally came to
the United States in 1947 after being liberated by
the Russians, recuperating from tuberculosis in a

. persons camp in Germany. Although she married,
i her husband did not want to bring children into a
. world of suffering.

An oral history recorded by the United States

Holocaust Memorial Museum may be seen here:

http://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/
: irn513273

. We are grateful for Ms. Zamora’s generosity to HFBA
. and her commitment to the important work we do.

If you would like to learn how you, too, can name
i HFBA as a beneficiary in your will, please call

. HFBA Executive Director Amy Koplow.
German hospital and living in the Feldafing displaced xecutlve Blrector Amy Hopiow.

J
@ I h M - I HFBA receives many letters from people who have had
n t e a I experience with our organization. Below is a recent example.

.. [ just wanted to compliment you on your work with the HFBA cemetery in Staten Island. I was recently there
for my mother’s yahrzeit and, as always, I was impressed and comforted by the excellent condition of the grounds
and the headstones. As I made my way to the grave, I could see workers busy landscaping and keeping up the high
standards of the place. There was no sense of neglect or desolation but instead beauty and serenity. In Hebrew a
cemetery is called bais hachaim (place of life) and that describes the atmosphere at the HFBA cemetery.

I would especially like to honor the dedication, competence, and sincerity of Rabbi Plafker. Knowing that my
mother’s resting place is in the hands of a man who recognizes the value of the neshama (soul) and is firmly
committed to accomplishing his tasks with scrupulous adherence to halacha (Jewish law) and with a sense of
compassion was an indescribable comfort at the time of the funeral and gives me a sense of security now...

C.M.
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Uri H,, born and brought up in Israel, had been a

big Yankees fan and was part of a group called the
“Bleacher Creatures.” He was described by friends as
a committed Jew and entrepreneur. About a year ago,
following the loss of his job, he became depressed and
starting drinking. After he died suddenly, his family
wanted to have him cremated and have his ashes
scattered over Yankee Stadium and other places he
enjoyed, as well as sending some cremains to family in
[srael. After talking to the HFBA staff; his sister, living
in Israel, agreed to have him buried in the HFBA's

Mt. Richmond Cemetery. She was able to listen to the
funeral service by phone and his fellow “Bleacher

Victor V. was in a hospice program in a Borough Park
care center after suffering heart failure. Although
Victor was a U.S. citizen, he spent most of his time in
the Ukraine with his son, causing his U.S. government
benefits to lapse. When he returned to New York, he
tried to get his benefits reinstated but became ill with
heart failure before that could that be accomplished.
Unfortunately, he soon entered hospice care and when
he passed away, the social worker referred him to
HFBA. We were able to reach his son and a brother in
Israel but neither was able to attend the funeral.

Yulia T. had been treated for many years for her
mental illness and, over time, had estranged her entire
family. She lived in subsidized housing and had a

HFBA Mentioned in New Novel

- paying for the funeral,

- including the carriages and

- the horses draped with purple
. ribbons and black netting

In Alice Hoffman’s newest work of literary historical
fiction, The Museum of Extraordinary Things, HFBA is
mentioned in connection with the Triangle Shirtwaist
Fire: “The families of the dead were aided by the

Red Cross and Hebrew (Free) Burial Association to
ensure that burial plots could be purchased for the
girls whose families could not afford plots in the
muddy cemeteries of Staten Island and Brooklyn

and Queens...(p. 145)” And, “ There were nearly fifty
people in attendance...as well as several officers of
the Hebrew Free Burial Association, the organization

. HFBA buried twenty two

. victims in Mount Richmond

. Cemetery after that disastrous
- conflagration in 1911.

- history of medication abuse. When she died at the age
- of fifty eight, HFBA attempted to locate a cousin and
¢ brother, neither of whom wanted to be involved at all
- in funeral and burial arrangements. Yulia was buried

. with no one attending her funeral except for Rabbi

. Plafker and the volunteer minyan.

The K. family had emigrated from Russia and Vadim K.,
- who had a prominent position in Moscow, succumbed
. to depression and alcoholism when he was unable to

. secure a job in New York. He died at the age of forty

. three and was buried by HFBA in the late 1990's.

. His son Alec also abused alcohol and drugs and was

. unable to hold a job despite repeated attempts at

- rehabilitation. Alec was supported by his mother who

- worked as a home health aide and by Social Service

. Disability payments. After a recent discharge from

- the hospital, Alec refused to be compliant with his

. medications. Sinking into a deep depression, saying

- he was “very tired of life” at the age of 37, he died

. suddenly at the home of a friend. After his burial in Mt.
Creatures” came to pay their last respects at the burial. ~ Richmond Cemetery, HFBA reserved graves for
- his mother and ninety five year old grandmother at
- their request.

- Paul A. lived in a nursing home after many years of

- living in a group home for people with addictions. Paul
- was known for his sociable and helpful personality

- but could not escape the inner demons which led to

- his addictions. Upon his death, the hospital, believing
him to be Catholic, assigned him to a Catholic funeral

. home. However, when the social worker at the nursing
- home learned of his death, she immediately reported

- that he was Jewish and his case was assigned to HFBA.
. Two months after his death, he was finally laid to rest

- by HFBA.

° Names changed to protect confidentiality.

(p. 285)"




Many Thanks to the Following Groups for Helping to Clean

and Clear Winter Debris from HFBA's Silver Lake Cemetery

* Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North Jersey g

¢ The Abraham Joshua Heschel High School 7 ] :

e The Frisch School
* SAR High School
¢ Oheb Shalom Congregation Men'’s Club
(S. Orange, NJ)
¢ North Shore Hebrew Academy High School

and the many volunteers who participated in the
annual spring HFBA Community Chesed Day!

Spring Commumty Chesed Day

O A

The Next Generation (continued from page 1) Jew to help others..who have died and are buried with

. no family to recognize their passing.”

after his bar mitzvah two years ago, was comfortable
from the start. Lee is an eighth grader at the MARSH
Expeditionary School and is an active member of Boy
Scout Troop 118 at the JCC of Staten Island through
which he has participated in many community service
projects including several food drives for the JCC
kosher food pantry and Hurricane Sandy victims. Lee
was recognized by the JCC Youth Department with

the “Honorable
I also realize that it is the ~ Mentschion Award” in
biggest mitzvah I can do as
a Jew to help others...who
have died and are buried
with no family to recognize

their passing.”

with the volunteer
minyan, he says, “It has
made me feel proud
because [ know I'm
helping people who
may not have had any
family when they died.
[ also realize that it is the biggest mitzvah [ can do as a

The Abraham Joshua Heschel High School

+ g

The Fnsch SchooI

Q: Is a Jewish burial “eco-friendly”?

A: Traditional Jewish burials are absolutely “eco-friendly” and environmentally safe.
There are no chemicals released into the earth since embalming is prohibited. No
fossil fuels are used which release air pollutants since cremation is proscribed. And
the plain pine casket is bio-degradable unlike a metal or concrete vault.

¢ Clearly the performance of this mitzvah resonates with
. the participants. Knowing that they are participating in
¢ the only kaddish that will be said for the deceased is a

. powerful spiritual experience. As Scott said, engaging

¢ in this chesed shel emet (act of lovingkindness) has

- “helped me grow as a Jew and how I interact with other
- Jews. It has helped me grow spiritually and given me an
. opportunity to serve G-d and other people, even

2012. Of his experience in death.

. We are grateful to, and proud of, the many men who have
. taken it upon themselves to make certain that no Jew

¢ buried by HFBA is buried alone, that each is attended

. at his final resting place, the melody and words of the

¢ kaddish echoing among the many, many graves.

HFBA needs more volunteers for the minyan. If you
i can help, please call the HFBA office.
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Al/] >I< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Hawwn BonoHTépDI

B HFBA ecTb rpynna BOnoHTEPOB, KOTOPble NPUXOAAT Ha
MOXOPOHBI, YTOObI COCTABUTb MUHbBSAH - FPYNMY MOSIALLMXCA

U3 fiecATn Yenosek. HekoTopble U3 HMX — a 3TO Nloam 13
OPTOAOKCaNbHbIX, KOHCEPBATOPCKMX U PeHOPMUCTCKUX OOLMH
UK He CoCToALLME B KakoM-Nnbo obLymHe — noceTmunu 6onee
TpexcoT norpebanbHbix cny06. be3 H1Mx Ha NoxopoHax He 6bl1o
6bl MVHbAHA, a 6€3 M1HbAHA Henb3A YnTaTb Kaguw. Ectb cpeam
3TVX Ntofel TpY YANBUTENbHbIE KOMaHAb! «OTeL| U CbIH»:

« CKOTT JJaMoHA, 1 ero BoCeMHaAUaTUIETHUN CbiH 33Kepn
6bIAV OQHUMU U3 NEPBbLIX HALLMX BOMOHTEPOB. 3aK C AETCTBA
6bIBan Ha MOXOPOHAX POACTBEHHWKOB, U 3TO NOArOTOBWIIO
€ro K y4acTuio B HalLMX MUHbsAHaXx. [1o ero cnoeam yyactue B
MUHbAHe fenaeT ero 6onee 6narofapHbIM 3a BCE, UTO y HEro
€CTb, YTO 3TOT OnbIT 0o6oraTun ero. Ha BONpPoOC 0 ToM, YTo Gbl OH
NMOCOBETOBAJ1 CBOUM CBEPCTHMKAM, 3aK OTBEYAET: «MCMOMHAN
TY MULIBY, OT KOTOPOW MHOTME XOTesNn 6bl YKIOHUTHCA. XOPOLLO
6bl BCEM NOAPOCTKaM 3TO UCMbITaTb, 3TO My6OKO MeHseT
Kakaoroy.

- [13Buay ceropHa 13 fIeT, OH Hayas NPUXOAUTb Ha MUHBAH
co cBoum oTLom, Mapkom beprepom, Hesagonro o cBoeld
6ap-mrLBbI. «BHauane A 4yBCTBOBasN CebA 34eCb HEMHOTO He
B CBOEI1 Tapesike, HO KO BCeMy Befib NpuBbIKaellb». [138ug
npoponxaet: «<bnarogapa 3TUM NoceLLeHrAM A nyJlle K
cebe OTHOLLYCb. XOPOLLO, KOrAa Aenaellb YTo-To 418 APYTIX.
HWKTO He flonXeH BbITb MOXOPOHEH B oAvHoYecTBe. U Koraa
Mbl YXOAMM C KNaabuLua, To UyBCTBYeM, 4To cAenany gobpoe
[eNO VI U3MEHWUIV KN3HWN APYTUX Ntoaei K nyywemy. Ecnm 6bl
KaxAablii AaBasn YTo-To AnA O6LWUHbI, A8 APYTVX, BECb HaLL MUP
cTan 6bl nyuyLue».

« Jln, cbiH KeBrHa bpo3HuKa, nprucoeguHucA K Halwmm
MWHbAHaM AiBa rofia Ha3ag, cpa3y nocne csoen 6ap-muugbl. C
CaMOro Hayasa OH He YyBCTBOBas HEYA0OCTBa U CTECHEHUA.
OH roBopuT, UTo ropanTcA cobol, NOCKONbKY NOMOraeT NoAAM,
Y KOTOPbIX 3a4acTyto He OCTafloCb HUKaKoW ceMbM. «fl 0CO3Halo,
YTO 3TO Ccaman 6onbLuas MrLBa, KOTOPYIO A Kak eBper Mory
NCMONHUTb — MOMOYb TeM, Y KOTO HE OCTanloCb POACTBEHHMKOB,
YTOObI MOMAHYTb UX».

KoHeuYHo, NCNoNHeHWe 3TON Ba’KHOW MULIBbl OTPAXKaeTcA Ha
yyacTHrKax. Oco3HaHMe TOro, YTo OHM YNATAIOT EAUHCTBEHHbIN
KayLl, KOTOpbI ByAeT NpoyumnTaH no yconwemy, 4aéT UM
0CobbI yXOBHbIN onbIT. CKOTT, oTew 3aka, FOBOPUT YTO yyacTue
B aKTe xecef-LeNb-3MeT (Mrunocepame K yConimm) «<nomoraeT
MHe IyXOBHO pacT/ Kak eBpeto, MoMoraeT obLaTbca ¢ 4pyrumm
eBpeAmMY, MO3BONAET CNYXKUTb BC-BbilHEMY 1 NIOAAM, fiaxke
nocne Nx cMepTu».

Mbl 6narofapHbl 1 FOPAUMCA HALLIUMIK BOSIOHTEPaMU,
6narogaps yCUnMam KOTOPbIX KaXKA0ro eBpest, NOXOPOHbI
KoToporo opraHusyeT HFBA, npoBoatoT K MecTy nocnegHero
YCMOKOEHUA CO CNIOBaMK 1 MeJIOAMEN KaZuLua, OTAAWMMUCA
3XOM Cpeau MHOTVIX MOTUI.

BOﬂpOCbI N OTBETbI
Bonpoc: fiBnaetca nu eBpeiicknii obpsag norpebeHna
3KONOrnYeckmn YncTbim?

OtBeT: TpaanLUMoHHOE eBpeiicKoe norpebeHne abconoTHO
3KONOrMYEeCKM YMCTO 1 6e30MacHO ANA OKPY»KaloLLein cpespl.
He nponcxoanT CMbiBa B 3eMJTH0 HUKAKMX XMUKATOB,
MOCKONbKY 6anb3amMupoBaHue 3anpelleHo. He ncnonbayercs
OpraHNyYeckoe TOMMBO — UCTOUYHUK 3arpsi3HEHUs BO3ayXa

- NMOCKOJbKY KpemaLus TakKe 3anpelleHa. Y npoctoii rpo6
13 COCHOBbIX JOCOK CO BPEMEHEM MOJIHOCTbIO pa3faraeTcs B
OT/INYME OT XKENE3HbIX NI KAMEHHbIX CKNEMNOB.

HFBA nomoraet

« Ypu X¥, poamBLUniAcs 1 Bbipocwwnii B 3paune, 6bin cTpacTHbIM
6onenblUMKoM 6ecboNbHON KoMaHbl AHKM 11 Gbif UneHoM
rpynnbl paHaToB «bnnueps Kpnuep3s» («CragnoHHble
CKamenwyKiny). [Ipy3bs 3HanM ero Kak cobniogatoLlero espes
W ycrnewHoro npegnpuHumatens. flog Hasag oH notepsn
paboTy, Bnan B Aenpeccuio U Hadvan nutb. Korga Ypwv BHe3anHo
CKOHYAJCsA, ero CeMbs XOTena, YToObl OH OblJ1 KPEMMPOBaH, a
nenen YacTUYHO paccbinaH Ha CTagMOHOM AHKW 1 Hag ApyrMin
MOBUMBIMUN MecTamy Ypu, @ YaCTUYHO MOC/IaH POACTBEHHVIKAM
B M3panne. Ho nocne 6ecegpl ¢ cotpyaHmkamu HFBA, uByLian
B V3panne cectpa Ypu cornacunacb, 4tTobbl €ro MOXOPOHWAN
Ha ogHoM 13 Knagbuw HFBA. OHa cnywana norpebasbHbi
0b6pag no TenedoHy, a paHatbl 13 «bnnueps Kprnueps» nprwnm
Ha NOXOPOHbI OTAATb NOC/IeAHNIA JONT CBOEMY TOBAPULLLY.

BukTop B* »kun B xocnuce B panoHe bopo lNapk nocne
nepeHecéHHOro NHdpapKTa. XoTsa BUKTOpP 1 6bi rpaXgaHUHOM
CLUA, oH npoBoamn 60mblUyio YacTb BPEMEHM Ha YKpaunHe, y
CblHa. M3-3a 3TOro OH NINWKNCA rocyfapCcTBEHHOMO NOCo6UA.
BuikTOp nonbiTancsa cHoBa 0popmMmTb NOCO6MeE, HO He ycnen
n3-3a 6onesHu cepaua. Bckope oH okasanca B xocnvce. Korga
BrKTOp CKOHUancs, coumasnbHblii paboTHYK Nepepan ero

aeno HFBA. Mbl cmornm cea3aTtbca ¢ CbiHOM BrkTopa u ¢ ero
GpaTom, X1BYyLLEM B VI3pamne, HO HY TOT, HY APYroi He CMOT
npuexaTb Ha MOXOPOHbI.

* UMeHa u3meHeHbl



We thank the following for their generous donations to our Leave Your Mark Campaign.
Their names will appear on plaques in the Weinberg Chapel at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

Joseph Cohen ¢« Murray and Sharon Goldberg ¢ Adele R. Kraetz
Bernard and Myra Lanter « Naomi and Brian Nadata ¢ Dr. Murray Oratz « Kenneth Perry
Debbie and David Sable ¢ Shai and Esther Sasson « Buddy Skydell

To participate, sponsor a grave marker for an unmarked grave at $150 each and receive a framed
certificate. Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name will be added to our roster.

Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a - DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. - aburial society or family plot and are located in New
- York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure . SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future . for $600.

generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. _ ) _ ]
ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
with HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include a - child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a
personalized message. - framed certificate.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual Yahrzeit VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow

reminder for your lost loved ones. group members, or family at our

L]
INSTITUTE 2 perpetual Yahrzeit Bunate Yuur VEhI:I @ cemeteries as part of our Cemetery

Clean-Up Project.
Kaddish for your loved one for a Perform the p F10]
donation of $180. o GREATEST MITZVAH! GET INVOLVED as a professional
Hilp vy b e & digrafied

_ _ T tradinueal ek heneral nd b, With HFBA by donating your
st o st R, e e

2121 239-1662 that can help us.
following a death of a relative or ._.-.r.E .-.h;-h'!,-...frﬂhurim_urg P
friend for a donation of $360.

wiwrw. hebrewiresbunial o
PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

'-'--Htl'.m:v.r 4
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