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A Biblical Paradigm:
A Good Death

n Shabbat Parshat Chayai Sarah, the Torah and haftorah portions
describe two very different versions of old age and death.

The patriarch Abraham, who at the time of this telling is well over
one hundred years old, having eulogized, buried and mourned his
wife Sarah, takes another wife and has several children with her. He
gives gifts to these children but wills all his property to Isaac. He is
described as “dying at a ripe old age (175 years), old and content-
ed” and his estranged sons, Isaac and Ishmael come together to
bury him next to Sarah in the tomb he had purchased years before.
Abraham has an enviable old age — he is vigorous physically and
acute mentally and his death is peaceful. There is a reconciliation
between rival sons and “after the death of Abraham, G-d blessed
his son Isaac,” assuring the continuity of the Covenant.

David’s end is pitiful. At the age of seventy, he is described as “old,
advanced in years.” Despite having a young woman to “warm
him,” he is physically feeble and impotent. He is unaware that his
son Adoniah is planning a coup to gain the monarchy and he must
be advised by the prophet Nathan and guided by his wife Batsheva
to install Solomon, his son and promised heir. Prior to his death, he
is able to instruct his son to follow the Lord’s commandments but
his other instructions, which involve vengeance towards his
enemies and benevolence toward his ally, suggest “loose ends,”
regret and an inability to complete his life’s work. He “slept with
his fathers and was buried in the City of David.”

continued on page 3



IN MEMORIAM: Fred Kornreich

I_Iebrew Free Burial Association suffered a sudden, great loss with the recent death of Fred
Kornreich, a past president and member of our Board of Directors. Fred was dedicated to
HEBA and devoted much time to our organization.

Fred was born in Berlin before World War II and spent nearly seven harrowing years with his par-
ents running and hiding from the Nazis. As a boy, Fred was a tall, fair-skinned redhead, unusual for
a Jew, so he was the one who would slip out of hiding to find food for his family. At one point
during the war, his father needed to be hospitalized but, to avoid the Nazis, he would only stay in
the hospital from 10 p.m. until 4 a.m. It was Fred who would daily carry his father back and forth
so he could get the needed care.

Fred and his family survived the war and came to the U.S. in 1948. He often mentioned the
excitement and joy he felt when their ship docked within sight of Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. Whenever
he would pass that area on the way to the HEBA cemeteries, he would be flooded with emotion
and memories.

Fred did not dwell on the terrible years during the war, but had a genuine zest for life. He had many
friends and loving cousins whom he visited around the world. Fred was passionately devoted to
[srael and, famous for his stories and jokes, he was always lively company.

Fred was a ‘hands-on’ president at HFBA — spending much time in our office and at the cemeteries.
He leaves no immediate survivors but will be sorely missed by all who knew him and who

benefited from his energy, devotion and good humor.

Amy Koplow, Executive Director, HFBA

“Repentance, Prayer and Charity Repel the Evil Decree”

These words from the liturgy of the High Holy Days remind us that we have obligations to G-d
and to humanity. As we search our souls for the things we have done wrong over the past year,
and resolve to do better, we use prayer to converse, and unite, with G-d. By giving charity, we are
reminded of our blessings and of our responsibility to help those who are less fortunate. At the end
of this very difficult year, and the beginning of a new one, we unite as a community before the one
true judge and beg for a merciful decree for all Jews, for the land of Israel, and for all of humankind.

Please help us continue our unique mission of giving all Jews, no matter their affiliation, a dignified, traditional
funeral and burial by generously contributing to HFBA. An envelope is enclosed.

Chesed, is published by THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
224 West 35th Street, Room 300, New York, NY 10001
Telephone: (212) 239-1662 = Web: www.hebrewfreeburial.org

Renée Septimus, Editor * Adam Rawson, Designer
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A Biblical Paradigm:
A Good Death

continued from page 1

Everyone hopes for a good, enriched, successful
life, but few give a thought to its ultimate end.
Clearly, a peaceful death following a life well-

lived is a blessing. We all hope for an old age such !

as Abraham's, with physical energy and mental First [ would like to express my deeply felt thanks and

alertness, knowledge that our descendants are in - recognition for your very humane help with the burial

harmony and provided for, and a feeling of of my old aunt...She was a very old, very poor lady

- who had no remaining relatives or close friends in the

- USA. As her nephew, on learning of her death,

The Hebrew Free Burial Association takes care of | kil New York fo# Caada, ot Bnsiwing ihe

those for whom the end of life, and death, have city, not having contacts in New York except for the

been difficult. For those with few financial people at my aunt’s nursing home, I would have been

resources and no family member able to fulfil helpless to arrange her burial without your help...

the responsibilities of a burial, HFBA steps in to
provide a traditional, dignified burial to which @ pp
all Jews, not only patriarchs and kings are = ___

“contentment.”

entitled.

Did you know...?

facilities for autopsy or to medical schools for

dissection. They may also be sent to Potter’s Mr. and Mrs. H. wrote about their experience

- with fetal loss in response to the lead article in

Negotiating the New York City system. to - the last Chesed. They had been advised that the

access Jewish bodies for a proper burial is an . hospital would dispose of the fetus as a “surgi-

: : 2 .
important part of HFBA's work. We are . cal specimen,” a decision they came to regret.

currently engaged in working with city officials Fhsir et miciuded the sallowing:

to improve this process, and also working with

a coalition of other faith and community groups We have contributed regularly to HFBA...In keeping

S - with the spirit of this letter, our contribution to you in a
to make sure that indigents of many back- Pt of ’ %4

: ) . : ally assuages the regret we have in not
in New York C fhcaive W | ey & e

o = - having provided a Jewish burial, even though 38 years
- have since gone by...But at long last we at least

- finally have a feeling of partial closure.

Field for anonymous burial in a mass grave.

grounds
dignified burial.

FROM TH:Q:IN\ailbox

Letters such as these remind us that every
person has a story, even when the end is sad
and solitary.

- Almost eleven years ago, someone...gave money 10
- cover the cost of funeral expenses for a person in my
~ family who passed away, as those expenses were
- more than I was able to afford... It made me realize
- what a big mitzvah it is to treat with respect those who
- are no longer in this world. ..I cannot give as much as
- [ would like, but (the enclosed donation) is in recogni-

t can be a bureaucratic nightmare to retrieve tion of fulfilling this imporant mitvah.

the body of a homeless, neglected or forgot- BB
ten person. Bodies may be sent to medical @ "

3
Chesed,



Thank You to Our Volunteers...

Groups and individuals continue to be generous with their time by helping to clear and clean our
cemeteries. We would like to thank the following for their hely during the past several months:

uring the last week of the school year, 7th graders from the Solomon Schechter School of

Queens (SSSQ) participated in the HFBA Cemetery Clean-Up Project at both Silver Lake
and at Mount Richmond Cemeteries. The students raked leaves at Silver Lake and worked on a
special project at Mount Richmond. HFBA congratulates SSSQ, and all of the schools who have
volunteered at our cemeteries, for instilling their students with chesed values.

Students aren’t the only ones who help out at our cemeteries. HFBA thanks Mr. Jack Goldwasser
of Staten Island for volunteering this spring at Silver Lake Cemetery.

Upon request, a copy of our annual report may be obtained from our office,
224 W. 35th Street, Room 300, New York, NY 10001 or from the
Attorney General, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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The Russian Digest, translated summaries of the
articles appearing in this issue of Chesed, appears below.

PYCCKUU JAWNZ

Vel mMreala !
CECT

Bubaus nopecreyer 0 «100poii emepTa»
B Tope, B rnase Xaeit Capa, npuBoasatcs 1sa

pacckasa o CTapocTH H CMEPTH.

[Tarpuapx ABpaam 1ocie cMepTH CBOCIT JKeHbl
Caput Geper B JKeHbE APYIYIO HKEHLHILY, H Y HHX
poskaaeTes HecKosbKo fetei. Ero metu or oGenx xen,
x0T M OblIM pazodiiensl npexne, oObeHIAIoTCs,
KOTJ1a MM NPUXOANTCH XopoHHTs oTua; a Mcaax
CTAHOBUTCH TIpEEMHHKOM COt03a Appaama co Be-
BBILUHAM. ABpaam IoJIOH CHJI M AHEPTHH, COXPAHAET
CBETJIBII YM 10 CBOEro nocjeanero aus. On MHPHO H
THXO YXOJUHT M3 3TOMH KH3HH.

[Mocnennue xe auu uapsa JaBuaa TparHyHel: OH
ciab, Geccuiien, He 31aeT, YTO HPOTHB HETO MOTOBHTCH
3aroBop. YUToOBI BLINMOJIHHTE CBOE 0OeaH1e H ClesaTh
CosoMOna CBOMM HAC/IEIHHKOM, OH BBIMYKIEH
cneaoBaTe coeTam npopoka Hatana u cBoeii senst
barweset. Ero nocieanue ciiosa — ¢jioBa coKajieHus o

TOM, 4TO €MY HE YIAI0CE 3ABCPLIHTL Je/10 CBOEH JKHU3IIH.

Bce MbI HagieeMes Ha TO, 4TO HALIA KH3Hb OyneT
HACBILLEN O, 11OJIIOUENHON W YCIEWIHOI; 10 e
MHOT'ME M3 HAC 33y MBIBAIOTCS O HEM3OEKHOM KOHLIE
wu3nu. Espeiickoe TMoxopounoe biopo (HFBA)
MOMOTaeT TeM, KTO CTAJIKHBAETCH € TPYAHOCTAMH B 3T0
Tskesoe BpeMs, OVIb TO OTCYTCTBHE CPEJICTE Ha
HOXOpOHBL, 100 OTCYyTCTBHE BJAM3KHX POACTBEHITHKOB,
KOTOpBIE MOTJIH Obl 1103a00THTLCA O TOM, 4TOOBI
eBpeii(ka) ObLI HOXOPOHEH ¢ JOCTOHHCTBOM,
HE3aBHCHMO OT TOT0, GBI JIH HTOT HEJIOBEK MPOCTHIM
CMEPTHBIM, HIIH IATPHAPXOM, HIIH KOPOJIEM.

t(PllCKailllllih MOJHTBA H 0JATOBOPHTEILHOCTL

COTBOASTY «IJ10X0€» nocranosienue Be-gpimnero»

Jr1a uMTaTa U3 JIMTYPIruH, KOTopas 3BYUYHT Ha
Pow-Xawana u Hom-Kuiyp, HaloMHHaeT Ham 0 TOM,
YTO MBI UMEEM Onpejieennbie odssarenscTea nepen Be-
BEILIHKM M yenoeedecTBoM. Ha espeilickuii noswiii ro
BCE €BPEICTBO 1PEACTAeT 1epe/l eAMHCTBEHHBIM 1
CHpaBe/IMBBIM CYAbEH W MOIIHT €r0 0 MHJIOCEPIHH 11
BCEX eBpees, i 3emMiin Miapauns u Bcero yesoBevecTsa.

Tpocun Bac npucetiams ceou nodcepmeosanus,
dadbt Mul MO21U NPOCOIdICANb 3aDOMUMBCH O MOM,
4modbl espel Gblal ROXOPOHEHbL ¢ DOCMOUHCIMEOM,
HE3ABUCUMO OM UX COYUATLHO20 Cmamyca (Kongepm
npuiaeaemcs).

M3 naiweii nourn

B nepsyto ouepelb 4 X04y BbIPA3HTh CBOIO Ii1y0OKY10
OuiarosapHocTh 3a Bawy Ao0pylo HoMouL 1pu
oXopoHax Moeit TeTylku... Oua Gbu1a o4eHs
crapenbKoi, MasoumyLeit, y tee 1e Obui1o SIH3KHX
poacteennukos, apysei B CIIA. Y3nas o ee konuune,
s nocnew npuexats u3 Kanazer 8 Heto-Hopk, rae y
MEHS HEeT pojHLIX 1 3HakoMeiX. be3 saweii nomoum s
OBl HE CMOT OPraHH30BATE €€ IIOXOPOHEL...

i

OnMHHAAUATL JIeT Ha3al HEM3BECTHBI MHE YelloBeK
NOKEPTBOBAJ HEHLIH HA MOXOPOHLI YJieHA MOEIt CeMBH,
IMOCKOJILKY A HE HMEI Ha 3TO J0CTATOYHBIX CPeacTB...
Torua s 1ot 14J1, HACKOJILKO BaKHOH siBJIseTCA Muysa
YBAWKHTECIIEHOTO OTHOWIEHHA K TEM, KTO MOKHHYJI 3TOT
MHP. K coxanenuio s e MOI'Y JKEPTBOBATL CTOJILKO,
CKOJILKO XOTEJIOCH ObI; HPUMHTE JlaHHOE
[MOKEPTBOBAHHE B 3HAK IPH3HAHWA BAKHOCTH ITOH
MUEBHL.

b. b.

[TpounTaB B NIPOIIJIOM BEIITYCKE HALLETO
undopmaumonnoro Giomierens Chesed crarbio o
CMEPTH HOBOPOMKIEHHBIX H HEAOHOLIEHHBIX IeTeil,
MHCTEP H MHCCHC [, HAnMCca HaM O TpareinH,
npou3olenineii B ux ceMpe 38 1eT Hasal, Koria xeHa
HE CMOTJIA BEIHOCHTE I1JI0M, @ COTPYIHHKH TOCIHTAIIS
HpouihOPMHPOBAIH POAUTENETL, 4TO OlH BLIGPACHIBAIOT
OCTaHKH BBIKHIBIIEH KAK OTXOAbI XHPYPTHUECKOH
onepauru. B cBoeM IIHCLME CYUPYIH TAKIHKE HILYT:

« Mot pecyaapro daem noacepmeosanus Lepettckomy
TToxopounomy Biopo (HFBA)... Hawu nosxcepmeosarius
& Karoll-mo ¢cmeneny 001e24alom naue 4yecmeo
CONCANCHUA O MOM, UMO Mbl HEe CMO2TU 0Decheyms
ROXOPOHBL HAWEMY PEDEHKY...»

3uaere au Bol, ur0...

B cuny 610poKpaTHHECKOrO KPIOUKOTBOPCTRA
IIPHXOJMTCH CTAJIKMBATLCS C HEBEPOATHBIMH
TPYAHOCTAMH, KOT/Ia HAAO NOXOPOHHTH 0e310MHOTO HITH
TOT0, KTO HE HMeJl POJICTBEHHHKOB WIIH TTOTepPAII
KOUTAKT ¢ ceMbeil. OCTalKM THX HECYACTHBIX MOIYT
HANPABHTE B MEAHUHHCKHE YUepexaeHus s
IIPOBEUEHHS BCKPLITHA, JIMO0 B MEAMLIMHCKHE LLIKOJIbI
Juist yuedubix ueneii u uzbstus opranos, Wx rena moryr
ObITh 3aXOpPOHEHbI HA FOPOJICKOM Kiaubuie B obweii
Moruiie 0e3 YCTAaHOBKH NaMaTHHKA, Jake 0e3 yKasanus
MMEHH MOoKoitHoro. B nonobueix cirydasx BakHOI
cocrasnaoweii pabore Espeiickoro IMoxoponnoro
Biopo sBisercs nposeaenie «IeperoBopoB» ¢
FOPOJACKMMH CIIYK0aMH 0 BOZMOKHOCTH 3aXOPOHEHUA
espees Ha nawem kianbuie. B nacrosiiee spems Mbl
paboraem ¢ [N'opoacknum Coserom naj ynpouienuem
ITOro npouecea ¢ TeM, 4To0bl Jake TOT, KTo Obl1
OIMHOK M JIMLIEH JOCTORHBIX YCIOBHI JKH3HH, HE ObLI
3a0LIT B MOMENT YXO/1a B HHOH MHD.

bousiee noapodnyio undopmannio o nac Bel moxere
HaiiTH Ha namwem caiire www.hebrewfreeburial.org.




We are pleased to announce
that the following names have
been added to our

Leave Your Mark

Donor Plaque in the
Weinberg Chapel at

Mt. Richmond Cemetery:

Vaad Harabonim of Queens Chevra Kadisha

four grave markers for unmarked graves for $600.

Sherry and Paul Brandt-Rauf
Henry G. Fuchs
Herman and Anita Gaillard
Steven and Naralie Hasman
Reuven and Margaret Polis
Harriet B. Reznick
Lawrence A. Riemer

Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Wadler

Please consider adding your name by sponsoring

As always, we welcome your comments. Please write to us at: 224 W. 35th St., Room 300,
New York, NY 10001, call (212) 239-1662 or email us at: info@hebrewfreeburial.org.
Visit our website: www.hebrewfreeburial.org.

Chesed Shel Emet — How You Can Help

* Place HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of
shiva or in your home, school or local kosher

establishment.

* Celebrate a simcha or commemorate a loss

with HFBA cards. Cards cost $10 and can « “Leave Your Mark” by sponsoring a grave

include a personalized message.

* Enroll a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah :
Circle” by suggesting a gift to HFRA to your
guests. The generous child who shares his/her
simcha in this way receives a framed certificate.

» Donate your property, used vehicle or boat to

HEBA.

* Establish an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or :
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guar-
anteed income and tax benefits, these plans °
ensure that HFBA’s promise of a Jewish burial

. » Sponsor perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
to future generations of indigent Jews will be P el 8 &

fulfilled.

* Remember to include HFBA in your will with
a bequest.

e Contribute to HFBA to ensure an annual

Yahrzeit reminder for your lost loved ones.

marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of
$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your
name will be added to our roster at the
Weinberg Chapel at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

* Arrange for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

e Institute a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

grave for $500.

HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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