THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA has
interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two ceme-
teries. HFBA is also committed to retrieving
the identities of those interred and is
attempting to provide a gravestone for
each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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“Meit Mitzvah"”

P arshat Shoftim, in sefer Dvarim, the biblical Book of Deuteronomy,
relates the peculiar circumstance of an abandoned corpse, a meit
mitzvah, whose care is a special mitzvah (commandment).

D

SITNTN

If a dead body is found in a field, and is presumed to have been
murdered, the elders and judges of the surrounding cities measure
the respective distances from the corpse to their towns. The resi-
dents of the town closest in proximity are then obligated to
arrange for the burial, implicitly taking responsibility for the mur-
der as well. Before a crowd of citizens, priests and Levites, the
town elders take a heifer, break its neck over a ravine, wash their
hands over the heifer and cry out, “Our hands have not shed this
blood, nor have our eyes seen it.”

The ritual’s interesting, and contradictory, implication is the exon-
eration of the town'’s residents, who claim no part in the homicide
either by denying food or shelter to the victim or by harboring the
murderer. The heifer should be considered a sacrifice of atonement
so that “...(G-d should) not lay innocent blood to the charge of
(the) people of Israel and the blood should be forgiven them.”

Everyone has the halachic (Jewish legal) and social obligation to a
meit mitzvah. This requirement extends, remarkably, to priests and
Nazerites despite their high levels of purity which prohibit them
from most funerals and burials. We are thus taught that the
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THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR

any people consider the highlight of the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services to be the very moving
prayer, Unetaneh Tokef. Although written hundreds of years ago, the litany of calamities is still relevant.

In our global community, in which images and narratives of distant
tragedies are immediately available and so no longer feel so far away,
ancient scourges are modern plagues. Tsunamis, famine, drought, torna-
dos, shipwrecks, kidnappings and other atrocities continue to take their
human toll. Violence and disease seem endemic to the human condition.

Unetaneh Tokef reminds us of our mortality and of the unpredictability of
life and living. It emphasizes G-d’s roles as caring shepherd and powerful
king. It emphasizes our commitment to repentance, prayer and charity.

As we stand before G-d in judgment, let us also judge ourselves and
commiit to repairing the broken world we live in through tzedakah, char-
ity, and chesed, acts of kindness.

“AFTER A FIGHT TO SURVIVE..."

New York Times article, “After a Fight to

Survive, One to Succeed,” described the plight
of Jewish refugees to America after the Holocaust.
These vivid accounts from the case files of the New
York Association for New Americans have been res-
cued from oblivion by the Center for Jewish
History and describe the difficulties faced by “dis-
placed persons” in pursuit of a new life.

“Many of the files reflect the families’ fear of
deportation if they had to seek public aid or health
care,” notes the article. The transition from poverty

to prosperity was made especially challenging
because of a lack of education and knowledge of
English, adherence to the laws of Shabbat, a cultur-
al abhorrence of public assistance and what would
today be called “post traumatic stress syndrome.”

Many survivors became part of the American main-
stream and achieved lives of comfort for themselves
and their families, living the “American dream.”
For those who did not, HFBA provided the solice of
a traditional, Jewish funeral and burial at the end of

a life filled with hardship.

“MEIT MITZVAH"

community has an extraordinary responsibility for
an abandoned decedent, implying that the people
failed this person in life, causing his death.

The Jewish community feels a great responsibility
for its members and many organizations exist to

help and care for the unfortunates living among us.
However, the Hebrew Free Burial Association has
the unique distinction of being the only group in
the New York metropolitan area which will bury
any Jew and will take responsibility for any “meit
mitzvah.”



lex M., living in the Midwest and out of touch

with his family, called HFBA for help finding
his mother. After extensive research, our staff deter-
mined that she had committed suicide and her
remains were with the Medical Examiner’s Office.
He was referred to the Public Administrator for
access to his mother’s apartment where he found a
stack of notes clearly written by a very disturbed
mind. HFBA helped Alex accept a Jewish burial
for his mother.

orty year old Allan F. jumped to his death from

a hotel window after being evicted from his
home. After no family member came forward, The
Public Administrator contacted HFBA to bury this
forgotten, desperate soul.

im K. was born to a Jewish mother although he

and his sister were subsequently adopted by dif-
ferent non-Jewish families. After making and losing
his fortune in investments, Jim killed himself at
the age of thirty. His sister requested that HFBA
perform a Jewish funeral and burial.

att S. took his own life at the age of forty-
seven and his remains were with the Medical

Examiner in Pennsylvania for over a month. A local
rabbi finally called HFBA after locating a non-
Jewish funeral director who had been a friend of
Matt’s who offered to drive the body to New York.
HFBA performed the funeral rites after a cousin in
France arranged for her son, living in New York, to
organize a minyan at the cemetery.

he term “hospice care” refers to compassionate,

palliative care for those in the last stages of life.
Providing pain relief and support for the patient
and the family, this care may be given in the hospi-
tal, long-term care facility or home. The hospice
team focuses on the entire family and provides for
the patient’s physical, psychological and spiritual
needs as they work toward a goal of a pain-free,
dignified death with loved ones nearby:.

For more information, contact the National Hospice and
Palliative Care Organization and www.caringinfo.org.




PYCCKUN JANJZKECT

«Ilociie 00pbOBI 32 BBIKHBAHHE...»

Henasro B Heto-Hopk Taiimc Gbiia ony6iuKoBaHa cTaThs
«Ilocne 6opbOBI 32 BEIKMBaHKME TEPHUCTAS 10POra K ycrexy». B
Hell paccka3blBaeTCs O MOJIOKEHUU €BPeeB, MMMUTPHPOBABIINX
B Amepuky nocie Xonokocra. Apxus Hero-Hopkckoii
Acconuanuu 1711 HoBbIx AMepUKaHIIEB XPaHUT MHOTO Jel,
KOTOpBIC BOCCTAaHABJIMBAIOT KAPTHHY YEJIOBEUECKHX CyIe0.
Lentp EBpeiickoii Mctopun GykBajbHO CIIac 3TOT apXHB OT
3a0BEHUsI, ONKCAB MPOOJIEMBI IIEPEMEILCHHBIX JIMII,
CTpEeMSIIUXCSA K HOBOM JKH3HH.

B craThe TOBOPUTCS O TOM, YTO “MHOT'HE HYKIAIOIIHECS CeMbU
60sUTHCh 0OPATUTHCS 3a COLUATIBHOM U MEIUIIMHCKON MTOMOIIBIO,
T.K. IPEANONArajn, YTO 3TO MOYXKET CTATh MPUIMHON HX
nenopranuny. Jloctimkenne GUHAHCOBON CTAOUIILHOCTHU JIJIst
9THX JIIOJIeH OBLIO 3aTPYAHUTENBHO 110 PA3HBIM IPUYHHAM:
OTCYTCTBHE 00pa30BaHUsl, HE3HAHUE AHTJIMHCKOTO S3bIKA,
MIPHUBEPIKEHHOCTH K COOJIOICHUIO CYyOOOTBI, TIpeIy 0K ICHUE
MPOTUB COLUANBHBIX TOCOOMI. Bpauu Ha3bIBAIOT 3TO
«IOCTTPABMATHYECKHUI CTPECCOBBIM CHIPOMY.

IIpomo Bpems. MHorue, nepexubire X0JI0KOCT, yCIEIIHO
MIPEO0JIeNN TPYJHOCTH MUPHOTO BpeMeHU. OHU BIUINUCH B
AMEpPUKaHCKYIO KH3Hb, OCYILECTBIIN « AMEPUKAHCKYIO MEUTYY,
JOCTUTIIH KOM(pOPTAOEIHHOTO TOJIOKEHUS JUIsl Ce0st U CBOMX
cemeil. K coxkanenuto, He BceM 3T0 yaanocs. J{st Tex, KTo ymep
B Hykne, HFBA oprann3oBbsIBaeT IOXOPOHBI B COOTBETCTBUU C
eBpeickoil Tpaguuueil.

Met MunBa

Bubmus npexycmarpuBaeT crieupuuecKkue 00CTOATENbCTBA,
KOTJIa HaXOJAT HEOMIO3HAHHBIN TPYII - Mem muyed. B npesHem
W3zpawmne, eciu TPy HAXOJUIIU B MOJIE, IPEAIOIIATraIoch, YTO
yenoBeka yomnu. B Takux cinydasx crapeHIInHbI TOPOIOB
BBIXOJIJIA ¥ U3MEPSITH PACCTOSIHUE MEKAY TEJIOM M UX TOPOIOM.
T'opox, KoTopsIii OBLIT OJIHKE PACIION0KEH, CO3BIBAI HAPO,
Jleeumoe v CBAIICHHUKOB, 4YTOOBI COOJIFOCTH CIICAYIOIIUI
pHUTYyall: IepelilaMblBajIH HICK TEJIKH, MBUIH PYKH H
BBIKPUKHBAIH, - «Hamm pyku He IpoJuiy 3Ty KpOBb, HAIIN
rJ1a3a 3Toro He BuAenm». [loapa3yMeBanoch, 4To JIFOJH HECIH
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 YCIOBCUCCKYIO )KU3Hb H ITHM PUTYaJIOM
JKUTEJIH TOPO/ia BBIPAXKAIN CBOKO HEMPUYACTHOCTD K CMEPTH
YeNoBeKa, T.e. OHM HE COBEPIIIIA HUYETO TAKOTO, YTO MOTJIO
CTaTh MPUYUHON ero cMepTu. OHU HU TOJBKO HE yOuIH
CTPaHHHKA, HO M HE OTKA3aJIl €My B €lIc H KPOBIIC, €CJIU OH
MPOXOAMI Yepe3 ux ropoa. Kaxmprii, Bkirrovast ['taBHOTO
CBsILIEHHUKA 1 Hasepeﬂl, HE3aBUCHMO OT YPOBHs «UUCTOTBIY,
ObLT 00513aH MPUHATH YYaCTUE B IOXOPOHAX HAIICHHOTO TPYyIIA.

H03TOMy MbI CHUTAEM, YTO B HALIC BpEMs 06H.II/IH8. TOXE HCCECT
OTBCTCTBCHHOCTD 3a IOKUHYTBIX YMEPIINX. MpEl noTepIeiin

6OJ'ILIJ.IyIO HEydady, €CJIN HE MMPUHAIN HeOﬁXOZ[I/IMOFO ydacTus
KaK B KM3HH Y€JI0OBEKA, TaK U IOCJI€ €0 CMEPTH.

MHoro opranuzanuii momoratoT 6eaHbIM. OJJHAKO B paiioHe
6ompmoro Heto-Hopka, HFBA — 310 ennHCcTBEHHAS
OpraHm3alys, KOTopas B3sila Ha ce0sl OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32
TTOXOPOHEI Mem MUL6d.

1Ha3epel71 — coriacHo bubisinu, eBpei, KUTeNb IpEeBHETO
W3paunns, cienuanbHO NOCBSIEHHBIN CIyKEHUIO b-ry.

2Topa MoBeJIeBaeT KoXeHaM (MOTOMKaM ApOHa IO MY>KCKOH
JMHUK) coOII0aTh 0COOBIE TIPaBMJIA, CBS3aHHBIE C «OTAAICHHEM
OT PUTYyaJIbHOH HEYUCTOTH (MCTOUHUKOM KOTOPOIi ABIsETCS, B
YaCTHOCTH, MEPTBOE TEJIO).

Jns Bameii uadopmanuu...

TepmuH “hospice care” o3HadaeT cocTpagaTelibHas CMIrYaroInas
obcrosTenbcTBa 3a00Ta 0 TEX, y KOTO HET HaJexkK/Ibl Ha
nzneuenne. Corpyauukn Hospice oka3pIBaloOT Takxke MOMOIIb
CeMbe MalMeHTa He3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, I'/Ie OH/OHA HaXOJUTCS -
Jl0Ma, B TOCIIMTAJIE WX B JIFOOOM JIpyTOM Y4epeKIeHHH.
Wudopmanuio 06 3toii ciyx6e Bol MoxkeTe mosry4uTs B
oprannzanmu National Hospice and Palliative Care miu Ha caiite

www.caringinfo.org.

Ocens 2008
Pazmvtunenusn ¢ kauyn Hoeozo I'ooa

IenTpasHOE MecTo B cityk6ax Pom Xamona u Mom Kurmyp
3aHUMaeT BOJIHYyIoIast MONUTBa Yuecanex Tokegh (Ynemaneii
Tokeg — cedapackoe Ha3BaHME). B Heil mepedncieHbl
HecuacTbsl, HOCTHUTIINE eBpeHCKUIl Hapoa HECKOIBKO THICSY JET
Ha3aj, KOTOpble aKTyaJbHbI U CETOTHS.

CoBpeMeHHOMY OOIIECTBY XOPOIIIO U3BECTHBI 00pa3bl U
KapTHHBI TPareuil MPOILIBIX BPEMEH, II03TOMY OHO HE BHIUT
3HAYHUTEIBHOW Pa3HUIIBI MEXKy KapaMH, IIOCTUTIIUMHU JIFOACH
JPEBHOCTH M OCCTBUSAMHU HACTOsIIIEro BpeMeHu. [lyHnamu,
TOJI0/, 3aCyXa, yparaHsl, KOpaOJIeKpyIICHHs, TOXHUIICHUS JTFOACH
U IpYTHE 3J0JCSIHUS TIPOIOJDKAIOT U CETOJHS YHOCHTh
YENOBEYCCKIE HKHI3HH.

Yuecanex Toxkegh HaoOMUHAET O TOM, UTO BCE MBI CMEPTHBI U HE
3HaeM 3apaHee cBoel cyap0Obl. B MonuTBe MbI 0Oparmiaemcs k b-
Iy, Kak K Haliemy 3a00TJIMBOMY HacTyXy U MOTYLIECTBEHHOMY
KOPOJIF0. DTO MOAYEPKUBACT HEOOXOJMMOCTD TIOKASHUS,
MOJIUTBBI U MUJIOCEPAUS.

OTHecUuTeCch K CBOUM NOCTYIIKOM, KaK Iepe]q b-xum CyaoM, U

mocTapaiTech UCTIIPABUTh HAIl MUP TOOPBIMH JelIaMu
MOCPENICTBOM yeddaku, OIarOTBOPUTEIILHOCTH U JOOPOTHL.

o

MpopomxeHue Ha cTp.5



MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY
JEWISH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE — FALL 2008

*Please note that the cemetery will be closing early on the day prior to each festival.

Monday Sept 29 Erev Rosh Hashana 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM SHARP

Tuesday Sept 30 Rosh Hashana CLOSED YIZKOR IS RECITED ON

Wednesday Oct 1 Rosh Hashana CLOSED YOM KIPPUR (10/9)

: i wr AND

Wednesday Oct 8 Erev Yom Kippur 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM SHARP SHMINI ATZERET (10/21)

Thursday Oct 9 Yom Kippur CLOSED

Monday Oct 13 Erev Sukkot 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM SHARP

Tuesday Oct 14 Sukkot CLOSED THE CEMETERY ALWAYS
CLOSES AT 1:00 PM

Wednesday Oct 156 Sukkot CLOSED ON FRIDAYS YEAR ROUND

Monday Oct 20 Hoshana Rabah 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM SHARP AND REOPENS SUNDAYS

Tuesday Oct 21 Shmini Atzeret CLOSED AT 9:00 AM

Wednesday Oct 22 Simchat Torah CLOSED

I'padguk padoThl KiIagdumIa B eBpeiickue npa3auuku ~ Ocensb 2008 r.

[No>xamy¥icTa, MMeWTe B BUY, YTO B KAHYH Ka:KA0T0 MPa3AHUKA, a TAK)Ke KasKAYyI0 NATHULY, KiIaaoumie
3aKpbIBAETCA paHblle YeM B 00bIuHbIe JHU - B 1:00 qH5.

[NonenensHUK, 29 ceHTAOPS

kaHyH Hogoro I'oga ¢ 9:00 yrpa g0 1:00 nus

Bropnuk, 30 ceHTA0ps Hosw1ii I'ox 3AKPBITO
Cpena, 1 okTs0ps Hosw1ii I'ox 3AKPBITO
Cpena, 8 oKTs0ps kanyH Mom Kunnypa ¢ 9:00 yrpa g0 1:00 nus
Yersepr, 9 okTA0ps Hom Kunnyp 3AKPBITO
[TonenensHUK, 13 OKTAOPS kaHyH CykkoTa ¢ 9:00 yrpa 10 1:00 nus
Bropuuk, 14 okTs0ps CyKKoOT 3AKPBITO
Cpena, 15 okTsiOps CyKKoOT 3AKPBITO
[MonenensHUK, 20 OKTAOPS Xomana Pada ¢ 9:00 yrpa 10 1:00 nus
Bropuuk, 21 okTS0ps IImuau Aneper 3AKPBITO
Cpena, 22 okTsIOpst Cumxat Topa 3AKPBITO

MpopomxeHune. Havano Ha 4-n cTp.

[omunansHas MonuTBa MIJKOP untaercs 8 Mom Kunmyp (9 Oxrsi6ps)
v Ha llImunan Auepet (21 OxTsa0ps)

IHomoms HFBA
Tpaouyuonnvle espelickue 3aKOHbI pACCMAMPUBATU

camoybuiicmeo, kak epex. Panvue camoyouily xoponuiu

omoenvHo, 3a npederamu obujeco knaoduua. CecooHs

camoybuiicmeo cuumaemcsi creocmeuem 60ne3HU Yel08eKd, d He

akmom e2o c80000Hou oau. [losmomy mex, kKmo cogepuiu .
Ccamoybuiicmeo Xopouam mak dice, KaK 6cex Opy2ux eepees.

* B HFBA no3Bonu u3 apyroro mrara Anekc M.,
KOTOPBII Pa3bICKUBAI CBOIO MaMy, ITPOKHUBABIIYIO B
Heto-Hopke. TTocie 10ruX MOMCKOB HAIK PAGOTHUKH
YCTaHOBMJIM, YTO €I'0 MaMa ITOKOHYHJIA KU3Hb

L5

caMOyOHUIICTBOM U €€ TeJI0 HAXOANUTCS B TOPOACKOM
Mopre. B MamuHO#H KBapTHpe AlleKC 00HApY I MHOTO
MHCEM, CBHETENILCTBYIONMX 0 ee Oone3nu. [To npockoe
ceiHa paboTHrkd HFBA moXopoHHIM HECUacTHYIO
JKCHIINHY .

Martp [Ixxuma K. u ero cectpsl ObLiia eBpeiika, HO OHa
paHo ymepia. bpar u cectpa OblIM pa3iaydeHsl, T.K. HX
YCBIHOBWJIM pa3Hble JI0AM, He eBper. B 30 —netHem
Bo3pacte JIPKMM 3aKOHYHII CBOIO JKU3Hb
caMoyOHiicTBOM HM3-32 HEyJauyHO CIEIaHHOTO
KamuTanoBloxeHus. Ero cecrpa odparuiace B HFBA ¢
MPOCKOOH TOXOPOHHTH JI)KMMa MO eBpEeHCKUM 3aKOHAM.



We are pleased to announce that the
following names have been added to our

Leave Your Mark

Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel
at Mount Richmond Cemetery:

ALICE E. HEFLER
JEFFREY AND EVA TRAURIG

Please consider adding
your name by sponsoring
four grave markers for
unmarked graves for $600.

THANK YOU...

To the friends and family of Shitley Sherman z"l who have generously donated to HFBA in her memory.
To the friends and family who donated generously to HFBA in memory of Irving Alter z"l,
beloved father of our Board member Bryan Alter

CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLACE HEBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFRA cards. Cards cost $10 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HFBA.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by spon-
soring a grave marker for an
unmarked grave for a donation of

Original pushka from 1909 at

$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name
will be added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel
at Mount Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old wlleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will
be called upon to bury:.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a profession-
al with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area
that can help us.

HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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