THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

vV OLUME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan's Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA
has interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two
cemeteries. HFBA is also committed to
retrieving the identities of those interred
and is attempting to provide a gravestone
for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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THOUGHTS FOR THE
NEW YEAR

ne of the most intriguing characters in the Torah is Aaron, the

High Priest, brother of Moses. Although his leadership was
clearly subordinate to that of his younger sibling, his human qualities
shine through in the narrative and he becomes known as an “ohav
shalom vrodef shalom,” one who seeks peace and the promotion of
peaceful relationships. Although we know little of his early life, he
was Moses” spokesperson with Pharoah and played an important
role during the exodus and subsequent journey of the Jews through
the desert. He is the main character in the story of the Golden Calf,
he begs for the healing of his sister Miriam and he suffers silently
through the death of his two sons. He is the founder and leader of the
priestly class, which is entrusted with the sacred duties of the
Tabernacle and, subsequently, of the Temple.

Aaron’s death occurs at the age of 123 years and the account, in the
Book of Numbers, of his passing is moving and enviable. When the
Israelites arrived at Mount Hor, G-d instructs Aaron to ascend the
mountain accompanied by his son Eliezer, who will succeed him as
the High Priest, and by Moses. The biblical commentator Rashi
remarks that Aaron died “by the Divine kiss,” a death at once peace-

ful and holy.

This Rosh Hashana, as we look back, and forward, let us think about
the responsibility of each of us to be like Aaron, creating and perpet-
uating peace as members of kla/ Yisrael and as citizens of an ever more
dangerous, shrinking world.
And may we help those whose
gzar din (Divine decree) includes
the end of life, achieve a peace-
ful, holy death and burial, as if
kissed and buried by G-d
Himself.




Honoring a SPECIAL MIOTHER i» « SPECIAL WAY

rieda Greenburg was a beloved figure in the Massachusetts communities in which she lived.
She was known for her ready smile, her ability to draw people to her and her extraordinary

hospitality.

To commemorate Mrs. Greenburg’s 25th yahrzeit on the 12th day of Sivan, her daughter, Esther
Simon of Boro Park, decided to honor her mother’s memory in a special, and creative, way.

Esther invited her friends to a brunch at which they were introduced to, or made more familiar with, the
work of Hebrew Free Burial Association. HFBA's Rabbi Shmuel Plafker made a short presentation about the
organization which included a video (available at www.hebrewfreeburial.org) and narrative about the unique

mission of assuring every Jew a dignified, Jewish funeral and burial. Mrs. Simon also bought gifts which were
then raffled off and the proceeds of the raffle were donated to HFBA.

We are grateful to Esther Simon and to her generous guests who honored Frieda Greenburg’s memory with
the mitzvah of tzedakah and chesed, values championed and exemplified by Mrs. Greenburg herself.

H FB A PE N DI N G C AS E S ing a prison sentence for murder and manslaughter,

eligible for parole in 2021. At his cousin’s sugges-

Some of the saddest and most intriguing HFBA tion,.he cgntacted HEBA and we arranged a
cases are among our “pending files.” pending burial.

Pending cases refer to those who are so impoverished =~ ® Margo A., 98 years old, lives in a nursing home and

that, in their lifetimes, they have already begun to suffers from dementia. Her family was killed in
worry about their eventual inability to afford a Jewish Auschwitz and she has exhausted any funds she
burial, fearful that their remains will end up in City might have had. Selthelp was appointed her
Cemetery. They or someone on their behalf contacts guardian as part of their Nazi Victims Program and
HFBA and our staff takes the necessary information their social worker reached out to us to assure
and sends them a card or magnet to place in their res- Margo a Jewish burial upon her death.

idence, indicating pre-need burial arrangements with .
HFBA. Knowing that their remains will be taken care ~ *J acob 5. is 78 years old, formerly a shoemaker from

of, these arrangements relieve considerable anxiety Latvia. He has no family in the United States, no
and anguish. income or savings and receives SSI benefits.

Recently diagnosed with cancer, Jacob called HFBA
Recent cases include: to discuss plans for his eventual burial.

* Conrad B.*is a 71 year old college graduate, military = *Names have been changed to protect confidentiality.
veteran and published author. He is currently serv-

SAVE THE DATE!

Staten Island Community Annual Parshat Vayechi Breakfast In Support of HFBA
Sunday, January 8, 2012

To organize an event in your community, please call HFBA Executive Director Amy Koplow
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Helps

oris K.* contacted HFBA to arrange for a pre-need
burial and sent us all his pertinent information.
Subsequent to his death, his corpse rested in the
county morgue for a month until the Public
Administrator, conducting an investigation of the
apartment, found the HFBA intake paperwork and
called our office. We promptly arranged a Jewish
funeral for Boris.
eo M. had previously arranged for the burial of
both his parents and grandmothers with HEBA.
When he suddenly died at the age of 47 years, the
HFBA staff was particularly saddened and shocked.
Although Leo had a common-law relationship with
Natasha Y. for many years, he was still technically
married and HFBA had to receive permission for
burial from his legal wife and adult daughter. Both
were reluctant to bury, rather than cremate, but they
authorized the burial once they were assured that the
financial obligations would be assumed by Natasha
and her family who were adamant that Leo receive a
proper Jewish burial.
regor S. had assumed his wife’s maiden name in
the Ukraine to escape persecution based on his
Jewish-sounding name. After living in New York for

quite some time, he set up a pre-need plan with
HFBA for himself and his wife. Upon his death,
HFBA buried him with a reserved grave for his wife
by his side. At the time, his wife was suffering from
advanced Alzheimer’s disease and did not know her
husband was deceased.

lan C. called the HFBA office soundmg frantic. He

was a 24-year old Israeli man whose wife became ill
with breast cancer shortly after their marriage two
years ago. At the time of the call, Anat, his wife, was
already in hospice and the attorney whom the young
couple had hired to arrange U.S. citizenship had
absconded with their money. The hospice social
worker directed Ilan to our office and remarked to our
staff worker that this case was one of the “most hor-
rible” she had ever seen. Anat was laid to rest in
Mount Richmond Cemetery, her husband, incon-
solable, in attendance.

*Names have been changed 10 protect confidentiality.

New HFBA Films

We have two new films about
our work, now available on
our website
www.hebrewfreeburial.org

QA

Q: It is well known that Jewish law does not permit autopsy except in exceptional circumstances.
May an autopsy be performed if a patient died following experimental treatment to ascertain
if the treatment contributed to the patient’s death or benefitted the patient?

A: Rabbi Moshe Feinstein ruled that in such a case an autopsy may be performed if the information is
critical for other patients who are in life-threatening situations and may be helped or harmed
without that information (Fred Rosner, MD, Bio-medical Ethics and Jewish Law). A rabbinical author-
ity should, however, be consulted in an individual case.
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Parshat Chayai Sarah is traditionally associated
with organizations dealing with aspects of death
in the Jewish community. This portion of the
Torah begins by describing the death of the matri-
arch Sarah who was mourned and eulogized by
her husband, Abraham who then purchases a
burial plot for her. Subsequently, he and the
other patriarchs and matriarchs are interred there
as well and the tomb, Mearat Hamachpelah,
remains a sacred site to this day.

Coinciding with the parsha, HFBA is having
a Community Chesed Day on Sunday,
November 20th at Silver Lake Cemetery on
Staten Island from 10 am-12 pm to clean
and clear debris.

To join us as an individual or as part of group,
or to help organize an appeal for HFBA in
your synagogue, please call the HFBA office.
We need your help!

Weather permitting. Up to date information will be posted on our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/HebrewFreeBurial

MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY
JEWISH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE — Fall 2011

Please note that the cemetery will be closing early at 1:00 PM on the day prior to each festival.
Throughout the year, the cemetery closes at 1:00 PM every Friday.

Wednesday, Sept. 28
Thursday, Sept. 29
Friday, Sept. 30
Friday, Oct. 7
Wednesday, Oct.12
Thursday, Oct.13
Friday, Oct.14
Wednesday, Oct.19
Thursday, Oct. 20
Friday, Oct. 21

Succot
Succot

Erev Rosh Hashana
Rosh Hashana
Rosh Hashana
Erev Yom Kippur
Erev Succot

Hoshana Rabba
Shmini Atzeret
Simchat Torah

9AM-1PM SHARP
Closed
Closed
9AM-1PM SHARP
9AM-1PM SHARP
Closed
Closed
9AM-1PM SHARP
Closed
Closed

YIZKOR is recited on Yom Kippur, October 8, and Shmini Atzeret, October 20.

I'pa¢guk padorsl kiaagouma Mount Richmond
B eBpeiickue npa3aHuku — Ocenpb 2011 .

[oxanylicTa, uMelTe BBUAY, YTO MO MSTHULAM, a TAKXKE B KAHYH NPAa3JIHUKA KJIaJ0HIIe
3akpbiBaercs panblie, B 1:00 qusi. B cy00oty knanbuie Beerga 3akpbiTo Ha Llla6ar.

Cpena, 28 ceHTs0ps
Uetsepr, 29 ceHTIO0ps
[Tarauna, 30 ceHTsOps
IIsTaAma, 7 oKTIOpS
Cpena, 12 oxTa0ps
Yersepr, 13 okTs10ps
[Taruuna, 14 oxts0ps
Cpena, 19 oxta0ps
Yersepr, 20 okTs10ps
IIstanma, 21 okTsaOps

CyKkoT
CyKKoT

ka"nyH HoBoro I'ona
Hogslii ['ox

Hogerit ['ox

xanyH Mom Kurnmypa
kanyH CykkoTa

Xomrana Paba
[[ImMuum Aneper
Cumxat Topa

¢ 9:00 yrpa mo 1:00 gas
3AKPBLITO
3AKPBITO
¢ 9:00 yrpa no 1:00 gas
¢ 9:00 yrpa mo 1:00 mgast
3AKPBITO
3AKPBITO
¢ 9:00 yrpa mo 1:00 mast
3AKPBITO
3AKPBLITO

[omunansaas Momuta MIIKOP untaercs B Mom Kummyp (8 okTsiopsi)
n Ha IlImunn Anepet (20 okTs0pst)



BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

PYCCKUN JAUJZKECT

JdoOpoe 1ej10 B mamMATh 0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM
Marepu

Opuny [puHOypr u3 Maccadycerca MoYUTaNU U JIIOOWIH B
eBpeiickux 0o0IMHAX, B KOTOPLIX OHA xkui1a. OHa clIaBUIIaCh CBOUM
TOCTEIPHIMCTBOM, IIPUBETINBOCTEHIO M CIIOCOOHOCTEIO
IPHUTATHBATH K cebe ofeit.

B 25-10 ronoBmuny e€ cmepty, 12 yncna mecsina Cras, 104b
®punet Dcrep CaiiMon n3 bopo [Tapka penrnia No4TUTH MaMSTh
cBoeill Marepu HeOoObIUHBIM IyTEM. OHa NpUIIacuiIa CBOUX ApYy3ei
Ha 3aBTPakK, BO BPEMs. KOTOPOI'0 T€ O3HAKOMUIIUCH ¢ paboTOil
Espeiickoro bnarorsoputensroro Iloxoponnoro bropo (HFBA).
Paseun HFBA Imysns [Tnadkep pacckaszain o Haliei opraHu3ainu
Y TIOKa3aj BUACO(UIBM (ero MOKHO MMOCMOTPETh Ha caiTe
www.hebrewfreeburial.org). O noenan 00 yHUKaJILHOW MHCCHU
HFBA — o6ecnieunTs KaxJ0My €BPEI0 JOCTOWHBIE IOXOPOHBI U
norpederue. Bo Bpemst 3aBTpaka ObLIH TakXKe pa3bIrpaHbI IIPU3HI,
npuHecéHHbIe T-K0i CaliMOH, a BRIpYUYEeHHbIe CPeICTBA ObLIH
nepenansl HFBA.

Mpi Gnaropapum r-xy ctep CaiiMoH U e€ py3eit, KoTopbie
MOYTHIIH NTaMsaTh @puibl [pUHOYPT COBEPIICHUEM MHUIIBOT
0JIaroTBOPUTENLHOCTH M MUJIOCEPANS — UJlealiaX, KOTOPhIe
BoIUIoNIana r-xa [ puHOypr IpH KH3HU.

Henenbnas riaBa «Xaeit Capa»

Henenbhas raBa Toper «Xaeit Capay («XKuzub Capbi»)
TPaJNIHIOHHO aCCOLIMUPYETCS C OPraHU3ALMSIMH, KOTOPBIC CBS3aHEI
C pa3NNYHBIMH ACTIEKTaMHU CMEPTH B €BpEUCKHUX oOmmHax. [aBa
HaYMHACTCSI ONMCaHueM KOHUMHBI Capbl, KOTOPYIO OTUIAKHBAET U
BOCIeBaeT e€ My ABpaaM. 3aTeM PacCKa3bIBAETCS O MOKYTIKE
ABpaaMoM 1norpedanbHOro ydactka (nemepsr) s Capsl.
Bnocnencteuu cam ABpaaM U Jpyrue HaTpHapXu U IpamMaTepu
eBPEHCKOro Hapo/a ObUIN MOrpeOeHbI B ATOI memepe. ITo MecTo,
Mepat Maxriena, sIBJSI€TCS CBSIICHHBIM U CETOJTHSL.

Ha nepene, xormga B cuHarorax 4urtarot 3Ty masy, HFBA npoBogut
OOIIMHHBIN JICHb MUJIOCEPIUS K ycomuM. B BockpeceHbe, 20-ro
HOs0ps1, MBI coOupaemcs Ha kiaaoune Cunbep Jlelik Ha CreliTeH
Atinenn ¢ 10-u yTpa 10 mOyIHs, ISl PACYHCTKH MOTHI 1
JIOPOXKEK.

Ecnn Brl XoTHTE IPHCOETNHUTLCSA K HAM B 3TOT JICHB,
WITH X0Tenu OBl OpraHn30BaTh TPYNNHI B Bamreit cunarore mo coopy
cpenctB 1t HFBA,
HOXKAJTyHCTa 3BOHUTE K HaM B O(HC.
Ham uyscna Bawa nomows!

Bonpoce! u oTBeTHI

Bompoc: Xopolio u3BeCTHO, YTO €BPEUCKHUE 3aKOHBI 3aMpeIiaoT
BCKpBITHE, 32 UCKIIOYEHHEM OCOOBIX ciaydaeB. Ecnu nmanuent
CKOHYAJICS [OC/IE SKCIEPUMEHTAILHOTO JIEUEHHUS, MOXKHO JIH
IIPOBOJUTH BCKPBITUE C TEM, YTOOBI BBIACHUTB: IOMOIao JIH 3TO
JICYCHHE, WITH JK€ YCKOPWIO KOHUMHY nanueHTa?

Otser: PaBBun Mome @aifHcTeltH TOCTAHOBUIL, YTO BCKPHITHE B

L5

MOMOOHBIX CIAyYasX JOMYCTHMO, TaK KaK MONydeHHas HH(opMarius
MOXET OBITh HeoOXomuma Jijist 6osiee IPPEKTHBHON TOMOIIH
JIPYTHM TTalHeHTaM, HaXOJSIIIIMCS MEXKY J)KU3HBIO U CMEPTHIO
(u3 xuuru @pena Posznepa «buoMennimHCKas 3TUKA U eBpEHCKHi
3aK0H»). OJTHAKO B KaXKIOM OTJICJILHOM Cliydae HeOOXOUMO
MIOCOBETOBATHCS C KOMIIETCHTHBIMHU PaBBHHAMHU.

Patouyue ¢ainsl HFBA

ITopoil 0 caMbIX HEOPAUHAPHBIX U TPArMUHbIX CIy4asX B Hauled
paboTe MOJKHO y3HATH M3 TaK HA3BIBAEMBIX «HE3aKPHITHIX (haiIioB.
OTn (aitnsl comepkaT JaHHBIE O JTIOASIX CTOIb OEIHBIX, UTO OHU
3a7107TO IO CMEPTH OECIIOKOATCS, UTO HE CMOTYT OIIATUTh
MIOXOPOHBI IO EBPEHCKOMY OOPSIy M UTO UX OCTAHKH BBIOPOCAT Ha
0e3bIMSHHOE KIaa0ule it OeHIKOB. DTU JIIONU CaMH WU Yepe3
xoro-to obpamarorcst B HFBA. Haurn corpynauku codupator
HeoOxoanMyro HH(GOPMAIIHIO, U 3aTeM PACCHITAIOT KapTOUKH MITH
MAarHUTHI, YTOOBI IPUKPEITHTh Ha BUAHOM MecTe B HX kunume. Ha
KapTOYKax yKa3aHO, YTO OPTaHU3AIHIO TIOXOPOH BO3BMET Ha cebs
HFBA. OTu npuroToBieHusI CHUMAIOT O€CIOKOHCTBO MaJTOMMYIIUX
0 IPECTOAINX HOXOPOHAX.

Bor Heckonmpko HeTaBHUX CJIy4dacB:

* Konpany b*- 71 ron. OH B cBOE BpeMsi OKOHUMIT KOJUISIK,
CIIy’KWJ B apMHH, ObLT H3aBacMbIM NucareneM. B HacTosiee
BpEMsI OH OTOBIBAET CPOK 3a YOUICTBO U MOXKET BBIUTH Ha
cBobomy He panbme 2021 roxa. ITo coBety cBoero ky3ena Konpan
obparuics 8 HFBA, u Mbl 3apaHee cenany Iard mno
OpraHu3aIiK MOorpeOCHUsl.

* Mapro A. — 98 sier. OHa XUBET B JOME JUI IPECTAPENbIX U
CTpajgaer oT cTapyeckoro ciaboymus. EE cembs morutna B
AyIIBHIle, K HACTOSIIIEMY BpeMEeHH Mapro ncTonimia
nmesmmecs y He€ cpeacta. Opranuzanus SelfHelp («ITomoru
cebe») B3sia Ha cels OTIeKy Hajl HEed Yepe3 OJIHY U3 CBOMX
MpOrpaMM MOMOIIH KepTBaM Hanu3Mma. ColpanbHblii pabOTHUK
9TO# opranu3anuu ceazaics ¢ HFBA s toro, uto0b!
obecrnieunts Mapro norpebeHue 1o eBpeiickomy oopsiny.

* SIxoBy C. — 78 ner. OH poxom u3 JlarBum, panble padoran
00YBHBIX Jiell MacTepoM. B AMepurke y Hero HeT CeMbH, HET
coeperxxeHni. EXMHCTBEHHBIM €ro JJOXOAO0M SBISIETCS MOcoOHe 1o
crapocTu. HenaBHo y SIkoBa 0OHapy»KUIM paK, U OH 00paTUIICs B
HFBA, 4T00BI cOIIacoBaTh ACTAIN 00psaa IMOrpeOeHHs U THIT
HaJrpPOOHOTO KaMHSL.

* umena uzmenenvl

Ha namewm caiite

3a nonomHuTenbHON nHPopManmenn o HFBA, wnu eciu Bel xotute
MIOCMOTPETB JIBa HAIIMX BHICO(DIIbMa, 3aiANTe Ha caifT:
www.hebrewfreeburial.org

MbI xej1aeM BceM, KTO NOA/IEP:KUBaeT HaC,
cyacTbs M 310poBbs B HoBom I'ony u mupa Ha
3emJie



We wish you and your loved
ones a happy and healthy
New Year in a peaceful world.

Talleisim Needed

The number of burials that HFBA was called upon to perform made
this past year the busiest since 2001.

If you or your synagogue have any talleisim that are not being used,
please consider donating them to be used as part of the burial

garments. The talleisim should be sent to:

Mount Richmond Cemetery
420 Clarke Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10306

Please include a note with your name

and address so we can properly acknowledge the donation.

CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $15 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HEFBA and receive a generous tax deduction.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA’s promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by spon-
soring a grave marker for an
unmarked grave for a donation of

LD T3 - v i

Original pushka from 1909 at
HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery
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$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name
will be added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel at
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old talleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will
be called upon to bury.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area that
can help us.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



