THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

V OLUME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were commit-
ted to burying their indigent dead according
to Jewish tradition, rather than having them
buried in a mass grave in City Cemetery.
Since its inception HFBA has interred over
60,000 Jews in its two cemeteries. HFBA is
also committed to retrieving the identities of
those interred and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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HFBA Helps

E zra R* was a happily married twenty three year old man, work-
ing in an architectural firm, when his life was forever shattered.

Criminals burst into his New York City home, killing his wife and
leaving him for dead with a bullet in his brain. Although he somehow
survived, the traumatic brain injury forced him to live in nursing
homes for the next forty years. Only one month after a recent move
to an apartment in an assisted living facility, he died suddenly.

Ezra’s sister, who had been in sporadic contact with him, insisted on
an autopsy by the Medical Examiner to establish whether his death
was caused by the brain injury sustained in the attack decades
before, thereby allowing her to press further charges against the
criminals who had ruined her brother’s life. Only after an astonish-
ingly long period of three months did the Medical Examiner release
the body and did
Ezra’s sister agree
to allow HFBA to
bury her brother,
rather than the
non-Jewish agency
she had initially
contacted.

At the age of sixty
three, this unfortu-
nate Jewish man
was laid to rest in
the sacred grounds of Mount Richmond Cemetery. The funeral was
attended by a minyan of HFBA volunteers from the Staten Island
Jewish community.

*Name has been changed to protect confidentiality



Bernard and Eileen Gellman and
HFBA's “Leave Your Mark” Campaign

wenty years ago, Eileen Gellman happened upon

a copy of the HFBA Chesed newsletter in her
synagogue during the High Holy Days. She was
moved and impressed by the unique mission of
HFBA, burying poor and forgotten Jews with the
same dignity and ritual with which their more fortu-
nate brothers and sisters are laid to rest. Eileen and her
husband Bernard committed themselves to, as Eileen
described it, supporting the “wonderful work” of
HFBA by engaging in “the highest form of charity
where the receiver does not know the giver and the
giver expects nothing in return.”

The Gellmans were childhood sweethearts and just
celebrated their forty-fifth wedding anniversary. They
raised two children in Queens, NY while Bernard
worked as an electrician for the New York City Fire
Department and the Merchant Marine Academy and
Eileen worked for the Queens Library. Contributing
to HFBA gives them a great deal of satisfaction,
knowing that their efforts have helped those who
cannot speak for themselves, who otherwise would
have been forgotten, lying in unmarked graves. They
mark each holiday and family occasion, including the
recent birth of their first grandson, with a charitable
donation to HFBA's “Leave Your Mark” campaign. To
date the Gellman’s contributions have marked 67
graves!

As Eileen says, “One person at a time can help change
the world and make it a better place.” Certainly the

Gellmans are models of the Jewish values of chesed
shel emet (acts of lovingkindness) and rikkun olam
(repairing the world.) We are grateful to them for their
loyal, steadfast support and wish them many healthy
years together enjoying each other and their growing
family.

Thank you, Eileen and Bernard.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of
$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your
name will be added to our roster at the
Weinberg Chapel at Mount Richmond
Cemetery.

We are pleased to announce that the
following names have been added to our

Leave Your Mark

Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel
at Mount Richmond Cemetery:

NAOMI AND HAL DORFMAN
ZEV AND JOY FELDSTEIN
RABBI ELIEZER GEVIRTZ
SEYMOUR AND RHODA KATZ
STUART AND VIVIANE KOENIG
DAVID MASLANSKY
THOMAS H. MAUPIN
NECHEMIA AARON OBERSTEIN
FRIMA AND NEIL PETERS
RALPH L. SCHWARTZ
SHANI AND DAVID SCHWARTZ
DIANE A. TOHN
LILLIAN ZEIDES



AS the H |gh HOIy DayS approach, Jews are
exhorted to repent for their misdeeds, to pray and to give charity
to avert an “evil decree,” beseech God’'s mercy and face the future
confident that the coming year will be filled with blessing.

In that spirit, we hope that you will consider a generous
contribution to help HFBA perform its sacred task of burying poor,
isolated and forgotten Jews. This act of chesed shel emet towards
the deceased is considered the highest form of tzedakah (charity) in
Jewish teaching.

We wish all HFBA supporters, their families, and the entire Jewish

There are truly no words that could ever express my deep grat-
itude to Hebrew Free burial Association. Brad's burial was
done so very compassionately and was so very beautiful. It
provided a sense of great comfort 1o me and I am so very
thankful that he was laid to rest in your cemetery. It will remain
among my most precious of memories. The beautiful ceremony
uplifted the spirits of everyone... Thank you again 1o ...the
loving (HFBA) staff in helping 1o bring Brad 1o his place of
test... With much gratiude, thank you always.

PN.

[ just wanted to thank you for your hely and patience- it is
really important to know that a person is not alone when
facing the death of a loved one... Your organization is doing a
really blessed job of helping grieving people to lay to rest some-
one very dear. Our special thanks to Rabbi Plafker...his
words of compassion were so kind and wise. .. that it made it
almost bearable to say our last good-byes.

LE

We cannot thank you enough for all the time and effort you
devoted 1o bringing our neighbor Carol Lowy to rest beside her
mother... After a sad life, Carol died, as she had lived, unhap-
py and alone, but you...brought her to a final and dignified
end, making it possible for her to rest in peace beside her beloved

community a happy, healthy New Year!

mother. It is a mitzvah beyond compate. .. Enclosed, with our
heartfelt thanks, is our own contribution in Carol’s memory.

B.H.

[ wanted to take a moment to thank you for the service your
company provides. Having had to make arrangements once
before and experienced the insensitivity of some people and
institutions, it was a weight lifted off my already burdened
shoulders... Thank you, thank you, from the bottom of
my heart.

VE.

(The following letter was written by a rabbi, a
member of the staff in a hospice, who had to
overcome resistance to burying a deceased
patient in a Jewish cemetery.)

Thank you for your loving care of Mrs. Theodore. The staff
was very moved by the service and explanations the Rabbi
shared. I truly believe that G-d had a hand in bringing her to
you. The kindness (the staff) received from their initial call to
Hebrew Free Burial, to the professionalism of the man who
picked her up and the personalization and education from the
Rabbi.. It is my prayer that Jewish patients” plans will be
handled in a more respectful manner thanks to all that you
and your organization accomplished.

Rabbi R.R.

*Names have been changed to protect confidentiality



Baruch Dayan Emet

HFBA mourns the loss of Anna Leist
who passed away on July 15th at the
age of 87.

Anna worked with HFBA from the
late 1960’s until her retirement in
2002. Although she first worked as a
clerk in the office, she eventually assumed the job of
coordinating funeral arrangements for HFBA
clients.

Anna’s life was a hard one. After the death of her
mother and her father’s expulsion from their home
in Germany, she and her six siblings were placed in
an orphanage and then sent to another orphanage
in England, arriving with the kindertransport. She
immigrated to the United States after the war,
married and had two sons. Unfortunately, she soon
became a single mother of young children and,

having to support them, found a job, and her call-
ing, with HFBA.

Anna dedicated her life’s work to chesed shel emet.
May her memory be a blessing.

QA

Q: Is there a suggested phrase to recite upon
learning of a death?

A: Yes, “baruch dayan ha-emet,” “Blessed is the true
judge.” This implies acceptance of the Divine will
even during a time of hardship.

To make a secure online
donation from our
website, you can scan
this QR Code with your
smartphone.

Silver Lake Cemetery
Restoration Project
Update

n important non-invasive geophysical survey of

the cemetery was completed, resulting in the
identification of 223 rows of marked and unmarked
graves. In most locations, individual graves could not
be precisely designated although the rows of burials
were easily detected. An archaeologist is verifying
and consolidating the information from the new sur-
veys with HFBA's archival data, and will prepare an
index to identify specific graves as holding particular
remains. However, because the cemetery was filled
with thousands of graves spaced closely together
over a relatively short period of less than twenty
years, and because it appears that small graves for
children were inserted between graves for adults, the
accuracy of the historic record is unclear. It is hoped
that with more research, it will be possible to erect
memorial markers with the names of the decedents
buried in each row, if not in a particular grave.
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We hope you, our supporters, will generously
support this effort to restore the dignity of those
interred in the cemetery’s sacred grounds as well as

help to complete the restoration of this historic
Jewish burial ground.

To discuss opportunities to underwrite major portions of this
project, please contact Amy Koplow, HFBA Executive
Director.



BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

PYCCKWA

HFBA nomoraer

B cBou aBaauars Tpu roma I3pa P* yxe padborai B
apXUTEKTYypHOH (upMe 1 ObLI cuacTiMBO *eHart. M Bce 310
PYXHYJIO B Ty HOUb, KOIJ]a TPaOUTEIN BOPBAINChH B HBIO-
HOPKCKHIA oM D3pbl, YOUIIH €T0 KeHY U ObUTH YBEPEHBI,
910 YOunmu u camoro 293py. OH BBDKWIL, HO M3-3a PaHEHUS
TOJIOBBI CTaJl HHBAJIMIIOM U CIICIYIOLINE COPOK JIET TIPOBEN B
KJIMHHUKAX ¥ JJOMax A1 npectapensix. Hakonen oH cMor
repeexarb B OT/IEJIbHYO KBAPTUPY B JIOME C IOCTOSIHHOI
CHJICTIKOM, HO BCETO Yepe3 Mecsl] MocIe rnepeesaa I3pa
CKOPOIOCTH)XHO CKOHYAJICSL.

Cectpa D3pbl, KOTOpasi U3pEeIKa HaBEIaIa €ro BCe dTH
TOJTbI, HACTOSIIA Ha ITPOBEJICHUH BCKPBITHS TOPOICKUM
IIPO3EKTOPOM, YTOOBI JI0Ka3aTh, YTO CMEPTh ObLia BHI3BAHA
MOBPEXKIICHUEM MO3Ta B PE3yJbTare JaBHULIHETO
HamaIeHusI. DTO MO3BOJLUIO €H YCUIINTh OOBUHEHHUS TTPOTHB
MPECTYITHUKOB, KOTOPBIE Pa3pyIIMIN )KU3Hb ee Opara. Uepes
JTOJITHX TPH MeECsIIa TOPOJICKas aIMUHUCTPAITHS BbIasia
TEeJ0 D3pBI, U €T0 CECTPa, KOTOpasi H3HAYAITHLHO
IUJIAHUPOBAJIA IOXOPOHUTH D3Py Uepe3 HEEBPEHUCKYIO
OpraHu3alkio, COrIachiiach, 4TOObI orpedeHme ObL1a
nposeneHo EBpetickum brarorBopurensubiM [ToxopoHHBIM
Bbropo (HFBA). DToT HecuacTMBBIi eBpecKril My>KInHa
OBLI TIOXOPOHEH B BO3PACTE IISCTHJICCITH TPEX JICT Ha
OCBSIIIICHHOH TpaauIrel 3emie Kiaaouma MayHt Puavons.
Ha norpeGennu npucyTBTBOBAJI MUHBSIH JI0OPOBOJIHIICB
HFBA u3 eBpeiickoii oomuabl CteiiteH AlneHa.

* Umena uzmenenvl

HoBocTH nmpoekTa 1o BOCCTAHOBJICHUIO KJIAA0OMINA
Cuabsep Jleiik

Bbia 3aKkoHYEHA AUCTAHIIMOHHAS reo(U3HUYecKas CheMKa
kianouiia Cunbsep JIeHk, KoTopas Mo3BoJHIiIa BHISIBUTH 223
psiia Kak OTMEUEHHBIX, TAK U HEOTMEUSHHBIX MOTHII. Psitb
MOTHJI BEIIETSUINCE OY€HB SICHO, HO OTAEILHEIE MOTHIIEI
BHYTPH PSJIOB PEAKO MOKHO OBUIO UACHTH(DUIIPOBATS.
PaboTHuK apxuBa MOATOTOBHII CITUCOK OOJIBITIHCTBA
MOXOPOHEHHBIX 3/1€Ch, HO KJIQJIOHIIE 3aIOHSIOCH OYCHb
OBICTPO (THICSYM MOTHII MEHEE YeM 3a JBAIATh JIET), K
TOMY € MHOT0 HEOOJIBIINX JIETCKUX MOTHII ObLIO
BCTaBJICHO MKy B3POCIIBIMH MOTHJIAMH, TIOATOMY
TOYHOCTB 3TOTO CITUCKA HE CTOMPOLICHTHA. MBI HazieeMcsl,
410, OIaroaps ONOJIHUTEIBHBIM UCCIICIOBAHUSAM, Oy/IeT
BO3MO)KHO YCTaHOBHTH MEMOPHATBHBIC TAOIMUYKH C
MMEHAMH BCEX, IIOXOPOHEHHBIX B KaXIOM Py MOTHII, €CIIH
YK HEBO3MOXKHO OITPEICIUTh KaXKIyH0 OTACIBHYIO MOTFLTY.

MBb! OueHb HajieeMCsl Ha Ballly IOJUIEPKKY U Iepble
MOKEPTBOBAHUS, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBHUTH IOCTOMHCTBO BCEX,
KTO TIOrpe0eH Ha ATOH 3eMiie, 1 YT0OBI TIOMOYb 3aBEPIIUTh
pecTaBpaliio HCTOPUIECKOTO eBpeiicKoro Kiaaouia
Cunbsep Jlenk.

ANJKECT

Ecnu Bvl xomume 0b6cyOumu 603MONCHOCHb ONAAMUMb
CYUeCmEeHHYIO YaACHb JMO20 NPOEKMa, npocvoa
obpamumucs Kk Imu Konnoy, ucnonnumensnomy oupexmopy
HFBA.

Hpubiamxamuecs: Npa3sIHUKU

[To Mepe NpUOIMIKEHUST TOPIKECTBEHHBIX TIPA3IHUKOB —
Hogoro I'ona n Mom Kumyp — eBpen cTaparorcst packasTbest
B CBOMX IPETrPELICHUSX, MOIUTHCS U OOJIbLIE 1aBATh Ha
OJIaroTBOPUTEIHHOCTH, YTOOBI H30€KATh «CYPOBOTO
npurosopay B Mom Kumyp, cauckars Mutocts Be-BhImHero
1 BCTPETUTH HACTYTAIOIIUH IOl B YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OH
OyJieT HaTOJIHEeH O1arocyioBeHUsIMU. B cBete Bcero 3toro
MBI HaZIeeMCsl, UTO BBI 3aIUIAHUPYETE ILEeapOe
TOYKepTBOBaHME, 9T00I MoMoub HFBA B ricTiomHeHUN
CBSILLIEHHOTO JIOJIT'a — XOPOHUTH O€JHBIX, 4YaCTO OMHOKHX U
T03a0BITHIX €BpeeB. JTO JCTHHUE XeCeT IMIeNTb SMeT (MHIIOCTb
K YCOIIIINM) CUNTACTCS BBICIICH CTYTICHBIO LIeJaKn
(O;aroTBOPUTENIBLHOCTH) B €BPEHCKOM YUCHHUH.

MBI KeaeM BceM, KTO Hac TIOMJICPIKUBACT, UX CEMbSIM, U
Bceill eBpelicKoi 00IIMHE CHaCThs U 3110pOBbsi B HoBOM
Tomy!

Hawm nunyt

51 mpocTo Xo4y moGIaronapyTh 3a Balry MOMOIIb 1
TEpIICHNE — TaK BaKHO OBLIO YyBCTBOBATh, YTO THI HE
OJIMHOK, KOTJIa MOKHU/IACT JIFOOMMBII U OJIM3KUIA YETIOBEK. ...
Bamra oprannzanyist genaer BOUCTHHHO OJIaroCcJIOBEHHYIO
paboTy, moMorast CKOPOSIIIIMM OTIPABHUTH B MOCIIEIHUIA TYTh
KOT0-TO, KTO ObUT OECKOHEUHO A0pOT. ... Hamma ocobas
OraroiapHocTh paBBuHy [1nadkepy 3a ero 1o0psie u
MYJIpbIe cJI0Ba couyBCTBHs. OHU CENalM Hally yTpaTy U
TIOCIIETHEE TIPOLIAHNE HE CTOJIb HEBBIHOCHMBIMH.

n. o.

MpbI He MOXEM B ITOJTHOM MEpE BhIPa3UTh HAILY
0J1arolapHOCTD 32 Ballld YCWIIUS U BpeMs, TOTpadeHHbIC Ha
riorpedenne Hammel cocenku Kapon Jloyn psiom c ee
TOOMMO# MaTephio. Kapos ckoHYaIach OMHOKON U
HECYAaCTHOM, HO BBI CIIEJali BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI ee
IIPOBOJMIIN B MOCIIEAHUN IIyTh C JOCTOMHCTBOM U COIVIACHO
Tpaauimu. Terneps OHa TIOKOUTCS B MUPE PSIOM C ONU3KUM
ell yenoBeKoM. DTO — MHILIBA, HECPaBHUMas C IPYTUMHU
J00pbIMU Jienami. ... C Hamel miryOovaiimeit
MIPU3HATEIEHOCTBIO MBI ITPUJIaraeM Hallle TIOKEPTBOBAHUE B
namsth 0 Kapoit.

b. X.



I'padux padoTsl KIaaOUINA
Mt. Richmond

B eBpelickue npa3gHuku - Ocenb 2012 1.

[Toxanylicra, umMeiiTe BBUAY, YTO MO NSATHUIIAM,
KJ1a/[01IIIe BCeraa 3aKkpbiBaeTcst panbiie, B 1:00 xus.

Mount Richmond
Cemetery Hours

JEWISH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE — Fall 2012
Throughout the year, the cemetery closes at 1:00 PM

every Friday. B cy660Ty knanbuiie Beeraa 3akpbiTo Ha llla66ar.
Sunday, Sept.16 Erev Rosh Hashana ~ 9AM-3:45PM Bockpecense, 16 centsiops  kanyr Hosoro [oma ¢ 9:00 ytpa 110 3:45 must
Monday, Sept.17 Rosh Hashana Closed TMonenenbuuk, 17 cenrsiopst  Hosbiit Top 3AKPBITO
Tuesday, Sept.18 Rosh Hashana Closed BropHuk, 18 ceHTs16pst Hogerit [og 3AKPBLITO
Tuesday, Sept.25 Erev Yom Kippur 9AM-1PM SHARP  Brophuk, 25 ceHTsI0ps kanyH Mom Kurmypa ¢ 9:00 yrpa 10 1:00 gust
Wednesday, Sept.26 ~ Yom Kippur Closed Cpena, 26 ceHTAOpS Viom Kurmyp 3AKPBITO
Sunday, Sept. 30 Erev Succot 9AM-3:45PM Bockpecense, 30 centsiops  kanyH Cykkora ¢ 9:00 ytpa o 3:45 mus
Monday, Oct.1 Succot Closed TToHenenpHUK, 1 OKTAOPS CyKKOT 3AKPBITO
Tuesday, Oct.2 Sukkot Closed BropHuk, 2 OKTS0pSt CyKKoT 3AKPBITO
Sunday, Oct.7 Hoshanah Rabbah 9AM-3:45PM BockpeceHse, 7 OKTIOpsI Xomana Pa6a ¢ 9:00 yrpa 110 3:45 nus
Monday, Oct.8 Shemini Atzeret Closed TToHeenbHAUK, 8 OKTAOPS [Ivuan Aueper 3AKPBITO
Tuesday, Oct.9 Simchat Torah Closed Bropruk, 9 oKT0pst Cumxar Topa 3AKPBITO

YIZKOR is recited on Yom Kippur, September 26,
and Shemini Atzeret, October 8.

HomuuansHas MoiuTea UIIKOP unraercs B Mom Kummyp
(26 centsn0ps) u Ha lIMmuau Auepert (8 okTaOps)

CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual Yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a
bequest.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure that
HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $15 and can include a per-
sonalized message.

PLACE HFBA 1zedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HFBA and receive a generous tax deduction.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave
for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old wlleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will be called upon to
bury.

USE your clerical skills in our midtown office as a
volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional with HFBA by
donating your expertise and skills in an area that can

help us.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.




