THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed
shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

vV O L UM E

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were commit-
ted to burying their indigent dead according
to Jewish tradition, rather than having them
buried in a mass grave in City Cemetery.
Since its inception HFBA has interred over
60,000 Jews in its two cemeteries. HFBA is
also committed to retrieving the identities of
those interred and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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IVIany of HFBA's clients have had substance abuse problems. This
may contribute not only to an untimely death, but to estrange-
ment from family as well, making it difficult to arrange a swift burial as
mandated by Jewish law.

* Vadim G.* was only 37 years old when he was found dead in his
room, empty bottles of rum and methadone at his side. With some
investigation by our staff, we located his father, Alex, who also had
problems with drugs and who had not talked to Vadim in months.
When informed of his son’s death, he allowed HFBA to make funer-
al arrangements. Alex told us that he was under the impression that
Vadim had turned his life around, and was attending college, after
having been shot in the face and neck two years ago. Alex’s mother,
as well as his ex-wife, Vadim’s mother, had been buried by HFBA in
2003 and 2004, respectively. At Alex’s request, we reserved the grave
next to Vadim for his own eventual interment.

* Jeff B. had a troubled family history and substance abuse problems
since high school. His father had burst into a neighbor’s home and
threatened to kill the man, holding him hostage until his wife, Jeff’s
mother, managed talk him out of it. In spite of police efforts, a dis-
traught Mrs. B. killed herself with her husband’s gun. A few years
later, Jeff died of a heroin overdose at the age of thirty-two. It took
HFBA over three weeks to locate Jeff’s father who was in prison in
upstate New York and who authorized the burial.

¢ José C. was a Cuban Jew who had abandoned his family over thirty
years ago to come to the United States. José suffered from alcoholism
and was diagnosed with lung cancer from which he died two years
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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HFBA receives many letters from grateful friends
and acquaintances of those we bury. Below are
several examples of the correspondence that
comes to our office. Names have been changed to

protect confidentiality.

[ have just returned from a visit to the Mount Richmond Cemetery
and wanted to express my feelings to you concerning the visit. [
was trying 1o locate the grave sites of my maternal grandmother
who passed on long before [ was born, along with the grave site
of an infant child who would have been my aunt. I worked with
Rabbi- Plafler who was extremely understanding and who
assisted by searching old manual records 1o find the sites. He
escorted me 10 the sites which had already been marked by
donated headstones. I was very pleased at how well the entire
cemetery is maintained.

As a child | remember my parents searching many times for these
graves, to no avail. I cannot thank the association and Rabbi
Plafleer enough for the assistance they and he have provided. As
a woken of that appreciation I have given the Rabbi a donation 1o
mark two more graves. This is in part 1o repay for someone who
donated the funds to mark the graves of my two family membets.

Keep up the great work. Thank you.
HP

With heantfelt gratitude to the amazing staff, dlergy & volunteers
at the Hebrew Free Bunial Association, my dear friend Robert is
finally resting in peace. Sunday morning January 27th was cold
as the temperature did not rise above 20 degrees. With snow still
on the ground, Robert was laid to rest on a picturesque hill at M.
Richmond Cemetery in Staten Island. Although a far cry from the
hustle & bustle of the city he loved so much...(it was) a country
setting, peaceful with mountains and trees in the
distance. ... (allowing) him to truly rest in peace. There is no greater
mitzvah than what HFBA was able to do for my friend.
Following 29 days of limbo, the caring and wonderful staff at
HFBA was able 1o intervene and grant Robert nothing less than
what any Jew deserves at the end of his or her life- a dignified and
proper burial in accordance with Jewish law. NMay Robert rest in
peace for ever...until we meet agai.

WS.

A good part of HFBA's annual budget
depends on bequests made by generous

donors. We mourn the loss of the following

benefactors and are grateful for their far

reaching commitment to chesed shel emet.

PEARL BROTHERS
TONI FOX
FANNY GOLDFARB
LEA POLK
MORRIS RAUCHER
PHYLLIS SATCOWITZ
SELMA USLANER
If you would like to discuss including

HFBA in your will, please contact
Amy Koplow, Executive Director.

Q: According to Jewish law, is an

executed Jewish criminal allowed to
be buried in a Jewish cemetery?

A:If a criminal was convicted of a capital

offense by a Jewish court, the body would be
buried at the edge of the cemetery, apart from
the other graves. Today, there are no Jewish
courts capable of administering such a case. If
an American court handed down such a sen-
tence, the body could be buried any place in
a Jewish cemetery.

To make a secure online
donation from our
website, you can scan
this QR Code with your
smartphone.




HFBA Community Breakfasts

he Staten Island Community Breakfast was
held on Sunday, December, 30, 2012 at the Young
Israel of Staten Island. An overflow crowd enthusiasti-
cally honored Rabbi Eli Kogan and Rabbi Avi Feinstein
who both received HFBA's Community Chesed
Award. Since 1999, Rabbi Feinstein has been a chap-

BACK ROW L-R: HFBA BOARD MEMBERS PAUL LOWENTHAL,
ANDREW FEINMAN, PAUL H. NAGELBERG, HERMAN HERSKOVIC
SEATED: HFBA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AMY KOPLOW,
BOARD MEMBER CHARLES GREINSKY, HONOREES RABBI ELI KOGAN
AND RABBI AVI FEINSTEIN.

lain at Staten Island University Hospital and interacts
with HFBA on a regular basis through the arrange-
ments he makes for former patients of the hospital.
Rabbi Kogan focuses his many outreach efforts on the
Russian Jewish community as spiritual leader of
Congregation Shaarei Teshuva, editor-in-chief of the
Russian language version of Chabad.org website and
founder of the Jewish Russian Learning Center.

At the time this issue of Chesed went to print, reserva-
tions for our annual HFBA Riverdale Community
Breakfast were quickly coming in. The honorees on
March 3rd at the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale are
Andrea Cohen Harris, a former member of our Board
of Directors (2004-12) and the chair of numerous
HFBA Riverdale Community Breakfasts, and Ezra and
Sherry House, who dedicate so many of their efforts
towards doing chesed in their community and who are

committed supporters of the work and mission of
HFBA.

Mazal tov and yasher kochachem!

(Weather permitting)

HFBA ANNUAL SPRING
COMMAUNITY CHESED DAY L
April 14, 2013 * 12-3 p.m.

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

Silver Lake Cemetery
926 Victory Blvd., Staten Island

The bi-annual Chesed Day event regularly attracts a large number
of people dedicated to the mitzvah of chesed shel emet.
Please e-mail Andrew Parver (aparver@hebrewfreeburial.org),
Director of Operations, for information or to arrange
for individuals or groups to help clean and clear
HFBA's Silver Lake Cemetery on Staten Island.

Up to date information will be posted on our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial

We hope you will join us!
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Perform the
GREATEST MITZVAH!

Provide Burial for a Poor Jew
IRS Tax Deduction as Allowable by Law
FREE TOWING
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Phone: (212) 239-1662

Email: info@hebrewfreeburial.org
Web: www.hebrewfreeburial.org




PYCCKUN

Al/] >I< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES
APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

HFBA nomoraer ¢ npeasapure/ibHbIM
IJIAHUPOBAHUEM ITOXOPOH

B Hamm qHM BCE Hale JTroH IUIAHUPYIOT M OIUTaYMBAIOT CBOU
TIOXOPOHBI 3apaHee U B COOTBETCTBUM CO CBOMMH
npeanouteHussMu. OHU 10TOBapHBAIOTCS C TOXOPOHHBIM JIOMOM,
JIAI0T yKa3aHWs 10 ITPOBEICHHUIO TIOXOPOH U MPUOOpETaroT
y4acToK Ha knagouie. Takue 3apaHee cOCTaBICHHBIE IUIaHbI
JIAI0T YEJIOBEKY YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO €r0 MOXKeIaHus Oy/1yT
BBITIOJTHEHBI [IOCJIE CMEPTH, U CHUMAIOT 3HAYUTEIILHYIO YacTh
po0rieM ¢ poacTBeHHUKOB yeommiero. HFBA momoraer ¢
IUTAaHUPOBAHKUEM U ITPEJIOILIATON TIOXOPOH JIMLIAM C
orpenieIEHHBIM ypoBHEM Joxoza. [ToxkaryiicTa, 3BOHHUTE B HAIll
oduc, 9TOOBI MOTYIUTH HYKHYIO HH()OPMAIIHIO.

* Korna Mans u Mcaax™ moroBapuBaiiick O IOXOpOHaxX CBOETo 51-
JIETHETO ChIHA, CKOHYABLIETOCS OT paka, CyIpyrd Hadyaiu
MPOLECC IUIAHUPOBAHUS CBOMX NOXOpoH uepe3 HFBA.
Hexkotopoe Bpemst citycTss y MaHu Hadajia pa3sBUBAThCs OOJIC3Hb
AmpIrreiiMepa, B To BpeMs kak Vcaak octaBajcs OTHOCUTEIBHO
3/10pOBBIM, HeCMOTps Ha Bo3pacT. Heoxxnnanno Mcaak ymep, a
CITyCTsl JiBa rofa ckoHyanach u Mans. Ux
HpPeyCMOTPUTEIBHOCTD TIOMOIVIa TOPOJICKUM COLIMAJIBHBIM
ciyx6am ObicTpo cBsi3arbest ¢ HFBA, kotopoe opranusosaio
noxopoHsl. HbIHe Bce Tpu ulieHa CEMbH MOKOSTCS APYT MOJUIE
npyra Ha Kianoume MayHT Puamon.

C npa3aHukom !

Korna Bo Bpems IlacxanbHoro cenepa Mbl CUIUM 32 MIPAa3IHUYHBIM
CTOJIOM CO cBOMMHM Onm3kumu, Mbl B HFBA BcriommrHaem tex
HAIINX KJIUEHTOB, KTO YMep B OETHOCTH M OJMHOYECTBE. MBI
OJ1aroiapHel 3a TO, YTO MbI U30aBJICHBI OT HYXKIbI, © MOJIMMCS O
MPUXOZIE TAKMX BPEMEH, KOTJIa HUKTO He OyIeT UTb U yMHUPATh B
OEIHOCTH M OJUHOYECTBE.

C npa3nuuxoM Ilecax n cmacu6o 3a Banry
HeNpeKPALIAIIIYIOCS MOIePKKY

BOllpOCbl H O0TBEThI
Coanacto e6peickum 3aKoHam 00360Jaemcsl iU XOPOHUNb
KA3HEHHO20 NPECMYNHUKA HA e6pelickom Kiaobuuye?

Bo Bpemena Xpama ecin NpecTymHAK ObUT Ka3HEH 110 PUTOBOPY
€BPENCKOTO Cy/1a, €T0 XOPOHWIIN Ha KParo KIaA0HIIA OTASIBHO OT
ocTanbHbIX MOTHII. CerofHs eBpeHCKUX CyA0B, YIIOTHOMOYCHHBIX
BBIHOCHTB CMEPTHBII MPUTOBOp, HE cyiiecTByeT. [Tostomy ecrm
MPECTYIHUK ObUT Ka3HEH 110 IPUTOBOPY aMEPHKAHCKOTO Cy/a, €ro
MO)XHO XOPOHHUTB B JIFOOOM MECTe KJIaJ0HIIa.

Ham nuuryt

Xouy BBIPa3UTh CEPJICUHYIO IPU3HATEIBHOCTh COTPYIHUKAM U
no6pososbiiaM EBpetickoro brarorBopurensaoro IToxoporHoro
bropo. braronaps nx pabore mo#i pyr Pobepr* Hakonen-to
TIOKOMTCSI ¢ MEpOM. BockpecHoe yTpo 27-ro siHBaps ObU10

XOJIOMHBIM, TEMIIepaTypa He MOAHUMAIACh BHIIIIE MUHYC TIATH I10
Hemscuto. PoGept ObIT MOXOPOHEH HA JKUBOIIMCHOM 3aCHE)KCHHOM
xonmMe Kimaaouira Mayat Prumonn va Creiiten Aitnernn. Kak sto
MECTO He ITOXO0)Ke Ha BEYHO OETyIIHA KyZIa-TO TOPOA, KOTOPEIA OH
TaK Jro06m1. Ho 3ToT MUpHBIN TOpOCIIIHi IepeBbIMH YTOJIOK Ha
(hoHE XOIIMOB JIaCT €My TIOJJIMHHOE YCIIOKOCHHE.

Her Gosnee GnaropoiHoii MUIBBI 4eM Ta, kotopyio HFBA
HCTIOMHMIIO 1t Moero apyra. [locne aBaauary 1eBaTH qHei
HEONpeeIEHHOCTU BalllK 3aMedaTe/IbHbIe COTPYJHUKU BMEIIAICh
n obecrieannu PobepTy To, 4TO KK/l €Bpeil 3aciTy)KUBaeT B
KOHIIE JKM3HH, TO €CTh JJOCTOHHBIE ITOXOPOHBI, TIPOBEAEHHBIE B
COOTBETCTBUH C €BPEHCKIMH 3aKOHaMH. J]a MOYUT OH B BEYHOM
MHpe.

Y.C.

HFBA npoBoauT BeCeHHUU
JIeHb 3aM0BeIH «Xecem»

Bockpecenbe, 14 anpesst 2013 .
12:00-15:00
Kaanoume Cuiabep Jleiik
926 Victory Blvd., Staten Island

Ymobwvl nonyuums unHgopmayuio unu opeaHu306ams
yuacmue 000posobyes 0Jisk pACHUCMKU U YOOPKU
knaoouwa Cunveep Jleiik na Cmetimen Atineno,
nooicanyiicma nozeonume Iuopio Ilapsepy,
OMBEMCMEEHHOM) NO MEPONPUATNUM.

TIposooumviti HFBA kascowie dsa 2ooa [lenv
3ano0eedu «xeceoy npugiexaem OonvLUIOe
KOMUYECMB0 NH00€l, HCeNarouwux 6bINOTHUMb
MUYBY «xeced uieib amemy, m.e. Muiocepoust
K YCONWUM.

Bui mootceme maxaice noonucamocs Ha
Hawteti cmpanuuxe 6 Facebook
(www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial)

Mbi Haoeemcs, umo 6vi npucoeounumecs K Ham !




We are pleased to announce that the

MOU NT RICH MON D following names have been added to our
CEMETERY HOURS Leave Your Mark

DURING PASSOVER AND SHAVUOT Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel
HOLIDAYS - SPRING 2013 at Mount Richmond Cemetery:
PASSOVER
Monday March 25 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp LARRY BLOOM
Tuesday March 26 CLOSED
Wednesday March 27 CLOSED GELENSE
Monday April 1 CLOSED ALICE HEFLER
SHAVUOT THE HERBERT AND DOROTHY KUNSTADT
Tuesday May 14 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp FOUNDATION
Wednesday May 15 CLOSED BONNIE AND RESAT KUTBAY
Thursday May 16 CLOSED
WILLIAM AND NECHAMA LISS-LEVINSON
YIZKOR is recited on the last day of these holidays: RENA AND DAVID MASLANSKY

Tuesday, April 2 and on Thursday May 16.

ROMAN PROTAS
DENISE SALAMONE
JEROME SHINDELMAN

Pacnucanue padoThl Kiaaaouia

Mt. Richmond AARON STRASSBURGER
Ha Bpems npa3gnukos Ilecax u llaByor —
Becna 2013 L. You, too., can “Leave Your Mark.
For a donation of $150, you can sponsor
IECAX a grave marker for an unmarked grave
[onenenbhuk, 25 Mapra 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM ctporo and you will receive a framed certificate
Bropuuk, 26 mapra 3AKPBITO acknowledging your generosity. Sponsor
Cpena, 27 mapra 3AKPBITO four plaques and your name will be added
onenenbHux, 1 anpens 3AKPBITO to the roster in the Weinberg Chapel.
Brophuk, 2 anpens 3AKPBITO
ITABYOT
Brophuk, 14 mas 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM ctporo
Cpena, 15 mast 3AKPBITO H F BA H elp S
Yersepr, 16 Mas 3AKPBITO CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Iomunanvnas monumsa U3KOP untaetcs Bo later. It took several weeks to find a relative to
BTOPHMK, 2 anpeJisi 1 B 4eTBer, 16 mas. authorize funeral arrangements but the one

who did come forward was a non-Jewish
nephew who wanted to have his uncle cremat-
ed. José’s friends, with whom he had discussed
end of life issues, were able to convince the

-
Take a Look...
nephew that José’s wish was to be buried

Our website, www.hebrewfreeburial.org, has lots of according to the Jewish tradition. The nephew

information about our organization. You can view films about agreed and HFBA performed the funeral and
our work, sign up for our e-newsletter, receive a copy of our buried José in Mount Richmond Cemetery.
DVD or become a fan on Facebook. Take a look!

\. /' *Names have been changed 1o protect confidentiality.
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As we celebrate the holiday
of Passover. and sit down to

the seder with our loved ones,

we at HFBA think of our clients,
victims of poverty, isolation and loneliness.
Grateful for our own freedom from want,
we pray for a world in which no one will live,
or die, impoverished and alone.

Happy Passover and thank you
for your continued support.

CHESED SHEL EMET - HOW YOU CAN HELP

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit
Kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said
for the eleven month mourning
period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of

$360.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

ESTABLISH an HEBA Forever Gift
Annuity or Charitable Trust Plan.
In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these
plans ensure that HFBA's promise
of a Jewish burial to future gener-
ations of indigent Jews will be ful-

filled.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commem-
orate a loss with HFBA cards.

Cards cost $18 and can include a
personalized message.

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a
house of shiva or in your home,
school or local kosher establish-
ment.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our
“Mitzvah Circle” by suggesting a
gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her
simcha in this way receives a
framed certificate.

DONATE unused graves. If the
graves are not part of a burial
society or family plot and are
located in New York or New

| crous tax donation.

Jersey, please consider donating
them to HFBA and receiving a tax
deduction for your gift.

SPONSOR  perpetual grave care
for an indigent’s grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends,
classmates, fellow group mem-
bers, or family at our cemeteries
as part of our Cemetery Clean-
Up Project.

GIVE us your old wlleisim for use as
part of the dress for deceased men
who HFBA will be called upon to
bury.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area that
can help us.

DONATE your property, used
vehicle or boat and receive a gen-

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.




