HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

The Hebrew Free Burial Association
devotes its resources to performing
chesed shel emet (the ultimate act
of loving kindness). It is the only

agency in the New York metropolitan
area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means
or religious affiliation, receives a
dignified, traditional Jewish funeral
and burial.
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Neo-Natal and Pregnancy
Loss: How HFBA Helps

Ithough modern medical technology has significantly reduced the

frequency of neo-natal morbidity and pregnancy loss, it is unfor-
tunately inevitable that miscarriages, stillbirths and infant deaths will
continue to occur.

In the late 1800’s, when the Hebrew Free Burial Association was
founded, as many as 25% of infants died before reaching the age of
one year and only 50% of children reached the age of five. This was
largely due to poor sanitary conditions which allowed the easy
spread of lethal diarrheal diseases and other illnesses such as small-
pox, measles, and cholera. Over the years, improved environmental
and living conditions, as well as the development of vaccinations,
eradicated many causes of infant and child mortality. Additionally,
many causes of fetal death, such as congenital abnormalities, mater-
nal diabetes, infection and toxemia were prevented, or diagnosed
and treated.

Over the decades, HFRA has buried thousands of infants and
children. A sad stroll through our cemeteries reveals tombstones
marking the location of small bodies. Many fetuses rest in
unmarked graves in a special part of the cemetery. Although the
numbers have significantly decreased over the last century, it is
remarkable that since 2001, the Hebrew Free Burial Association has
been called upon to bury over a dozen fetuses. According to halacha
(Jewish law), traditional Jewish mourning practices do not apply to
a fetus or to a baby who has lived fewer than 30 days. Although a
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Neo-Natal and Pregnancy Loss

fetus is buried if it is recognizable as a baby, and
receives a name at the burial and a bris milah (cir-
cumcision) if possible, there is no funeral service,
shivah (week of mourning), or kaddish (memorial
prayer). Among the reasons for this is the merciful
and compassionate nature of halacha since, in cen-
turies past, pregnancy loss and neo-natal mortali-
ty was a common occurrence. Had the mourning
practices not been restricted, families might have
been in recurrent states of formalized grieving.

In contemporary times, hospitals usually dispose
of the remains of pregnancy loss. Although Jewish

Did You Know...?

The last ediion of the Chesed (available online at
www. hebrewfreebutial.org) chronicled HFBA's inception.
The story continues. ..

hether observant or secular, most Jews in

the early part of the 20th century wanted
to be buried as Jews. In 1918, HFRA buried
many Jewish victims of the infamous world-
wide flu epidemic and in the 1920’s and 30’s
HFBA provided burials for many immigrants
arriving  from Europe. As survivors fled
Europe following the end of World War 1II in
1945, many ended their lives in New York City
and were buried by HFBA. Reflecting the
Americanization of the Jewish community,
HFBA finally changed its official record-keeping
from Yiddish to English at a meeting in 1945.

In 1957, HFBA moved its office from the Lower

law does not consider a fetus or an infant less than
30 days old to have the same status of a full human
being, halacha does mandate that they be treated
with full kavod hamer (dignity due the deceased).
HFBA sensitively works with the parents at this dif-
ficult time so that the medical facility does not dis-
pose of the remains as medical waste.

Fortunately, infant death is a rare occurrence
today. However, when it does happen, HFBA can
be relied upon to deal with this tragedy with
empathy, sensitivity, and compassion.

East Side to uptown quarters at 1170 Broadway
and in 1965, reflecting its further Americaniza-
tion, the organization added “Hebrew Free Burial
Association” to its official name, Chebra Agudas

Achim Chesed Shel Emes.

During a Sabbath in 1979, vandals struck Mt.
Richmond Cemetery and overturned 450 monu-
ments. Plainclothes police officers were assigned
to deter further destruction.

In 1981-82, HFBA received significant grants
from the Federation for Jewish Philanthropies and
in 1987 HFBA launched its “Second Century
Campaign,” a major outreach effort to agencies
dealing with indigent Jews. A newsletter, later
named the Chesed, was launched and a major
public relations drive was initiated to publicize
the unique work of HFBA. The Leave Your
Mark campaign was established to raise funds
for simple stone markers to be erected on every
unmarked grave in Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

All those who support HFBA should be proud of their
commitment to its unique mission of providing a Jewish
funeral and burial for all Jews. Please see page 6 for the
many ways you can help HFBA.



HFBA Helps:
From Our Files

aura E’s mother had been buried by HFBA fol-

lowing her death in 1992. When she was
informed of her aunt’s death in Arizona, Laura,
her aunt’s only living relative, arranged to have
her remains brought to New York. The sisters are
now buried in close proximity in HFBA's Mt.
Richmond Cemetery.

Leaming that someone’s remains have been
undetected after death is a particularly
upsetting experience for those who knew the
deceased and for the Jewish community which
prides itself on taking care of its vulnerable, iso-
lated members. Flora R., a woman in her 60’s
who had lived alone, occasionally attended
services at the local synagogue but, for the most

part, kept to herself and apparently died that
- Jewish bodies for burial. Mr. K., an elderly

way, undiscovered for several days. When
members of the synagogue learned of her
death, they were horrified and distressed.
HFBA, in cooperation with the synagogue’s
chevra kadisha (burial society), arranged for her
funeral and burial. The synagogue’s rabbi per-
formed the service at the HFBA cemetery, and
emphasized the importance of outreach to mar-
ginalized members of the community.

odies which remain unclaimed often go to
medical institutions for research and dissec-
tion. Since Jewish law prohibits such use of a
cadaver, HFBA makes every effort to claim

Jewish widower, died and the Public
Administrator put a “hold” on the body for
HEBA. Instead, the body was retrieved by a
funeral director who is also the chief of the
anatomical gifts program at a prestigious New
York hospital. The staff of HFBA spent many
hours contacting the medical center, as well as
city and state officials, to regain custody of the
body before it was desecrated. Fortunately the
body was located and pressure was put on the
hospital and the “body-snatcher” to allow
HEFBA to reclaim the body for a Jewish funeral
and burial.

Chesed is published by
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
224 West 35th Street, Room 300
New York, NY 10001
Telephone: (212) 239-1662
Web: www.hebrewfreeburial.org

Renée Septimus, Editor * Adam Rawson, Designer

Upon request, a copy of our annual report
may be obtained from our office,
224 W. 35th Street, Room 300,
New York, NY 10001
or from the
Attorney General, Charities Bureau,
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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Thank You to Our Volunteers...

Qn March 16, the sophomore class from the Yeshiva University High School for Boys (MTA)
participated in HFBA's Cemetery Clean-Up Project. Several weeks later, we received a call
from a senior class faculty member, requesting to arrange another trip, as his students were inspired
by the work of their younger schoolmates. This is a classic situation of “performing a mitzvah leads
to additional mitzvor.” One never knows how one’s positive actions will inspire others to emulate
his or her ways, as was the case here.

In addition to these two grades from MTA, the following other schools volunteered this spring at
Silver Lake Cemetery:

* 11th grade—Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School for Girls (Teaneck, NJ)

e 7th and 8th grade—Yeshiva Har-Torah (Queens, NY)

¢ Students from the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades—SAR (Riverdale, NY)

* 12th grade—Yeshiva University High School for Girls (Central) (Queens, NY)

Tizleu 'mitzvot! (May you merit the performance of more mitzvot)

Students from Yeshiva University Students from NMa'ayanot Yeshiva

High School for Boys (MTA) High School for Girls

Students from Yeshiva Har-Torah Elementery School Students from SAR High School

To view additional photos of our volunteers,

please visit our website at www.hebrewfreeburial.org.
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The Russian Digest, translated summaries of the
articles appearing in this issue of Chesed, appears below.

PYCCKNUN JAUAZKECT

oMo EBpeiickoro [NoxopoHHoro Biopo B ciiyyae KOHYHMHBI HOBOPOKI€HHBIX WJIH HEJOHOLIEHHBIX feTeil.
CoBpemennas MeAIMHA JOCTUTNIA OONLIINX YCIEX0B B 001aCTH BHIXQXKUBAHUS HEJIOHOMIEHHBIX M 0CNabNeHHbIX 1eTel.
O/HAKO K COKANEHUIO BCE ellle UMEIOT MECTO Cly4au, KOT/1d )KeHIIMHBI He MOTYT JIOHOCUTD IO/, €CTh Clyyau
MEPTBOPOKACHUS U CMEPTH HOBOPOKIEHHbIX.

B 80-p1e roant X1X Beka — B roanl ocnosanus Espeiickoro [Toxoponnoro biopo (HFBA) — cmepTHoCTh 1eTelt B Bo3pacte /10
rojia gocturana 25%, u nuib 50% jgereit 10kuBano 10 S-neTHero Bospacta. 3a 0oJiee ueM CTONeTHIO HCTOPUIO,
EBpeiickomy lloxoponHomy biopo mpHIIIOCH K COXKANEHHIO TOXOPOHUTH MHOTO AeTel. Ha Hainem knaaduile yCTaHOBIEHbI
COTHM JI€TCKHUX MaMATHHKOB; HMEETCs U CrelMalbHas CeKIMs s 3aXOPOHEHHUS BEIKH/BIILIEH, T1e HeT HaArPOOHBIX TLIUT.
CrenyeTr oTMeTHTD, 4To ¢ 2001 r. k HaM 0OpaTUIUCh 3a TIOMOIIBIO AUt 3aX0poHeHus Ooee 10 BeIKubIIeH. EBpeiickuit
3aKOH U TPaJUuLHs (pOpManbHO He 00s3BIBAIOT CEMBIO CKOPOETh 10 KOHUHHE HOBOPOK/IEHHOT0, MpokUBIIero Menee 30 qHei
(He ToBOPS y:ke 0 clyuasx BhIKUAbILIeH). OJHNM U3 00BACHEHHH TaKOro MoAX0/a SIBISeTCs IPUHILMIT MUJIOCEPANs U
COCTpalaHus], TPUCYIIUIT eBpeiiCKUM 3aKOHaM, MOCKOJbLKY Ha NPOTSKEHNUH CTOJNETUI paHHssl JeTCKas CMEPTHOCTD Oblia
IIHPOKO pacnpocTpaneHa. Eciu Obl He 3TH «1ocnabaeHus», epuo CKOpOU B CEMbSIX MOT OBl ITPOI0IKATLCS Upe3BhlUaiiHO
JI0JITO.

B nacrosinee BpeMsI TOCTTUTATNU 0OBIYHO m,l(’)pacmnalor OCTaHKH BBIKMAbIIIEN. Ho TMTOCKOJIBKY IO eBpe]‘f[cxomy 3aKOHY BCE
YaCcTU TeJ1a MEPTBOPOKIACHHBIX W/WUNY CKOHYABIITUXCS IOJIKHBI OBITH 3aXOpOHEHBI, EBpeﬁCKOC l'loxopmmoe B]()p() 00BACHSET
POAUTEIISIM B 5TO TPYAHOE JJIsI HUX BPEMsl, UTO TOCITUTANU HE JOJIKHBI BI)l6paCI)lBaTb OCTaHKH.

[Homoms HFBA: 13 Haiux apXuBoB.

®  Mpi noxopoHunu Math Jlopel @. B 1992 r. Koraa ymepna Jlopuna Tets, oHa Obla TTOXOpOHEeHa Ha HallleM
KJ1aa0HIle HeJalneKo OT CBOEH CecTphl.

® ®dnopa P. Bpems oT BpeMeHH Iocellala CUHAarory, Ho B OCHOBHOM BeJa 3aMKHYTBI 00pas3 xkusHu. Koraa unensl ee
KOHIperalyy y3HalM, YTO OHa CKOHYaJlach U MpoJiekana B KBapTHpe MHOTO JAHEH, OHU MPUIIUIM B yKac U OTYasHUe.
Espeiickoe [loxopoHHOe bIopo COBMECTHO ¢ TOXOPOHHBIM OOLIECTBOM €€ CHHArord OpraHH30Bajo MmorpedeHue
®nopsl Ha HalleM Kaaa0ulie, I1e paBBHH CHHATOTH ITPOBEJ COOTBETCTBYIOILYIO CIyk0Y, MOAYEPKHYB IIPH 3TOM
BakHOE 3HaueHue padoTsl HFBA ¢ unenamu oO01MHBL, He UMEIOIUMHU CEMbU.

e Koraa ckonuaiacs muctep K., mpectapenslii B1OBCTBYIOIIKIL €Bpeil, Tpeanonaranock, uto EBpeiickoe lloxoponnoe
biopo opranusyer ero norpedenne. OaHaKO AUPEKTOP KOMMEPUECKOr0 MOXOPOHHOTO I0Ma, KOTOPBIi
O/THOBPEMEHHO BO3TIABIISA TIPOTPAMMY TOKEPTBOBAHHS UeOBeYeCKMX OpraHoB B oHOM 13 Hplo-Mopkekux
rocnuTaneii, 3abpan teao mucrepa K. B Mopr ykasannoro rocnurans. Espeiickoe [loxoponnoe biopo nmpunosxuiao
MHOTO YCHUIHH (BK/II0Yasi MHOXKECTBO 3BOHKOB B TOCTIUTANb, B yIOJHOMOYEHHBIE Clyk0bl Topoja u mrara Helo-
Mopx), uTo6sl MOXOpOHHTH MHCTepa K. ¢ 10CTOHHCTBOM Ha eBpelickoM KIaibuIle.

N3 ucropun Eppeiickoro Iloxoponnoro Bropo

B nmpeasiayiem Boimycke Hauero nudopmaunontoro oioanerens Chesed, kotopsiil Bel MoxkeTe HaiiTi Ha HaleM caiite
www.hebrewfreeburial.org, Mbl Hauamu pacckasbpiBaTh 00 HCTOPHH BO3HHKHOBeHUS EBpeiickoro [loxoponHoro biopo. 31ech
Brl HaiiieTe npoaonkeHne 3T0i HCTOPUH.

B nauane XX Beka 00JbIIMHCTBO €BPEEB, HE3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, MPUAEP/KUBATUCh JI1 OHU PEAUIHO3HBIX TPaJAULIUI UM HeT,
XoTenu OBbITh TOXOPOHEHbI B COOTBETCTBUH ¢ eBpelickuM 3akonoM. B 1918 r. Espeiickoe Iloxoponnoe biopo oprannsosano
norpedeHne MHOTOUMCAEHHBIX AMEPUKaHCKUX KEPTB 3MH/IEMUH TPUITIA «MCMAaHKa», CBUPENCTBOBABIIEro BO BceM mupe. B
20-pie — 30-ple rr. XX cTONETHS MBI TOXOPOHUIN MHOTO €BpeiiCKNX HMMHTIPaHTOB U3 EBporbl, a B 40-ble I'T. — MepekUBIINX
BTOPY10 MUPOBYIO BOHHY.

B 1957 r. oduc EBpeiickoro [loxoponnoro biopo nepeexan u3 Hiknero Mauxerrena B paifon 30-x ynaui. B 1979 r.
BaH/1a/bl OCKBEPHUAN Knaaduile Maynt Pruumons, uto npuBeno kK HeoOX0AMMOCTH JIEKYPCTBA Ha K1a10uM111e MOIUIEeHCKUX
B LITATCKOM /715 IPEA0TBpallienus fanbHernx paspymenuit. B 1981-1982 rr. Espeiickoe [Toxoponnoe biopo monyuuno
CYHIECTBEHHYIO (PUHAHCOBYIO MOMOIIL (B BU/le rpaHToB) oT Deepanun Eppelickux @unantponos, a B 1987 r. Mpl Hayanu
KaMIaHuio (BTOPYIO MO CUeTy Ha NMpOTskeHnH XX CTONeTHs) MO YCTAHOBIEHHIO CBsI3€i ¢ APYTMMH areHCTBaMH,
padoTAIOIMMUMH ¢ MATOUMYIIIMMU €BpesiMH. B 3ToM ke roay Obln BiepBble W3/1aH Halll O101IeTeHb, KOTOPBI B
nociaeaylomemM monyunn HasBanne Chesed (AxTsl JIoOpoTsl), U KOTOPBIiT TO3BOIMI HAM JOHECTH MH(OPMALIUIO O HalleiH
padoTe j0 mKpoKoro kpyra mojei. Takke Oblla HauaTa KaMITaHus, MOJdyuuBIIas Ha3BaHue «Leave Your Mark», mo c6opy
CpPE/ICTB Ha YCTAaHOBKY MAMSATHUKOB Ha MOTMJAX JI0/eH, He MMEBLIMX POACTBEHHHKOB.

Haiua 6J1aroaapHocTb BOJIOHTEPAM...

... 3@ MOMOIIb ITO }’60]31(6 Kna,uﬁmua, 34 MOMOIIb B O(I)I/ICC, a TaKKe 3a IMOMOUIb ITO COMPOBOKICHHUIO (Ha MaIIII/IHC) T€X, KTO
XOTEJ ITOCETUTh MOTUJIbI CBOUX POJAHBIX H ley3eﬁ.
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HFBA’s Riverdale Breakfast

he Riverdale community again proved its loyalty and generosity

to HFBA by hosting its annual HFBA Breakfast on Sunday, March
26th. This year the annual event was held at the Riverdale Jewish
Center with nearly 200 people in attendance.

On behalf of HFBA, Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblatt presented the
Chesed Award to Dr. Tzvi Bar-David and Rabbi Avi Weiss
presented the Community Service Award to Justice Israel Rubin.
Speakers included New York City Councilman G. Oliver Kopell
and New York State Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz. Thank you
to our many supporters from Riverdale!

If you would like to arrange for a fundraising breakfast in your community, please contact HFBA Executive
Director Amy Koplow (212) 239-1662.

As always, we welcome your comments. Please write to us at: 224 W. 35th St., Room 300,
New York, NY 10001, call (212) 239-1662 or email us at: info@hebrewfreeburial.org.
Visit our website: www.hebrewfreeburial.org.

Chesed Shel Emet — How You Can Help

HFBA 1zedakah boxes in a house of
shiva or in your home, school or local kosher
establishment.

a simcha or commemorate a loss
with HFBA cards. Cards cost $10 and can
include a personalized message.

a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah
Circle” by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your
guests. The generous child who shares his/her
simcha in this way receives a framed certificate.

your property, used vehicle or boat to

HEBA.

an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guar-
anteed income and tax benefits, these plans
ensure that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial
to future generations of indigent Jews will be

fulfilled.

to include HEBA in your will with
a bequest.

to HFBA to ensure an annual
Yahrzeit reminder for your lost loved ones.

by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of
$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your
name will be added to our roster at the
Weinberg Chapel at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $500.



