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HFBA Awarded $500,000 Grant
for Silver Lake Cemetery Restoration

Hebrew Free Burial Association has been awarded

a grant from the New York State Environmental
Protection Fund Grant Program for Parks, Preservation
and Heritage. The funds are to support the
preservation of Silver Lake Cemetery, HFBA's original
cemetery site.

Opened in 1892 and filled just 17 years later, Silver
Lake Cemetery is on the State and National Register
of Historic Places. More than 13,000 indigent Jews are
buried there, over half of them children.

Over the past century, Silver Lake Cemetery has been
ravaged by nature and the effects of time. This historic
EPF grant - the first ever made to a sectarian cemetery
- will help HFBA secure the site and preserve its
historic features. In a second phase, HFBA will repair
and replace Silver Lake’s grave markers as most of the
original stones are either missing or broken.

We thank the following legislators on the city, state
and national levels for supporting our request and
advocating on behalf of this important historic site:

US Congressman Daniel M. Donovan, Jr.

NYS Senator Jeffrey D. Klein

NYS Senator Andrew J. Lanza

NYS Senator Diane J. Savino

NYS Assemblyman Michael ]. Cusick

Staten Island Borough President James S. Oddo
NYC Councilmember Debi Rose

To learn more about the project and how you
can help, please call Amy Koplow, Executive
Director at 212-239-1662.

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the
only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation,
receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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Inthg
Mail

Letters below have been edited for clarity and to protect
confidentiality.

My recent donation in memory of Barbara S. was
made as a result of the extreme kindness shown
by the Rabbi to my friend Marnie E., the sister Barbara
never knew, when Marnie visited the grave last week.

It was very comforting to Marnie to see her sister’s final
resting place so well cared for.

With my thanks for your work,

B.T.

Recently it came to pass that a gentleman showed
up in my shul, rather distraught, as his mother had
just passed away. She was an emigre from the former
Soviet Union and had done some remarkable things
with fellow emigres in the neighborhood in her very
long life. Several of us from the shul sat with him after
Shabbos as calls were made and we put him in touch
with you, and things started to go smoothly after that.
[ was very impressed with how your staff handled the

Staten Island
Community Breakfast

HFBA’s annual Staten Island
Community Breakfast was held
December 10th at the Young Israel
of Staten Island.

Feba Firborw
Froc Buprno o Frice Hurial

Rabbi J. . Schachter addressed

an audience of 130 people, who
honored the sacred work of the
Staten Island chevra kadisha and
the volunteer minyan. Performing
the ritual purification of the dead
(the tahara) and attending a burial are considered the
ultimate acts of chesed and mitzvah.

Rabbi J. J. Schachter
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whole thing and the matter was brought to a proper
conclusion.

[ have seen your quality work at first hand and I have

a significant birthday coming up, so in gratitude for
approaching my 75th birthday in pretty good health, all
things considered, I am enclosing a check as a donation.
[ don’t know how representative this is of my ability

to contribute in the future, but you are definitely going
into my estate planning.

Thank you so much for all the good work that you do.

C.T.

We are writing to express our appreciation of,
and admiration for, the kindness, support and
professionalism of Rabbi Shmuel Plafker and the staff
at Mount Richmond Cemetery. At our aunt’s funeral,

a minyan was provided and we were guided with
sensitivity through this difficult day.

Now two years later, we continue to find a well-run
cemetery thanks to your caring staff. At our last visit
two months ago, a staff member volunteered to walk
along with us to assure a direct path to the gravesite
despite some construction. We always look forward
to spending some time with Rabbi Plafker during our
visits and enjoy our chats.

We are forever indebted to your organization for the
important and high quality service it provides.

T.J. and W.J.

STATEN ISLAND, NY (103
as of 8:42 am EST

Despite the bitter cold, on
Friday, December 29, 2017,
HFBA performed
five funerals and burials
at Mount Richmond Cemetery.




Mike A., a divorced 49-year-old man with no family, had

a fatal heart attack while walking his dog near his Staten
Island home. The Staten Island Public Administrator
informed us of his death. Mike’s landlady, his rabbi and
the rabbi’s wife attended Mike’s funeral along with HFBA's
volunteer minyan.

Vladimir B. was a 68-year-old divorced man, diagnosed
with bi-polar disorder, estranged from his two adult
daughters but in touch with a half-brother, Gregor T, when
he died suddenly. Vladimir had no assets and Gregor had
been spending his own money caring for their mother
who suffered from advanced Alzheimer’s disease. As we
discussed Vladimir’s funeral arrangements with Gregor,
he mentioned that he had pre- arranged for cremation for
his mother. We were able to persuade Gregor to change
the end-of-life plan for his mother to a traditional Jewish
burial and reserved a plot for her next to her son. During
Vladimir’s funeral, Gregor expressed his appreciation

to HFBA, not only for burying his brother, but also for

the comfort of knowing that his mother will also receive

a Jewish burial. No other relative or friend attended
Vladimir’s burial.

Dimitry was an 84 year old with no family or financial
resources. After he suffered a stroke, his doctor
discovered he had two brain tumors. Dimitry never
regained consciousness following surgery to remove

i them. Gemma, his social worker; called us to learn more

about our services as Dimitry’s condition deteriorated
quickly. She described Dimitry as a lonely, kind man

who had a particular interest in preserving the safety of

animals. Two weeks after Gemma’s first call to us, Dimitry
passed away. On a frigid day in December, Rabbi Plafker

i buried Dimitry with no one else in attendance.

Donald G. had been injured in a car accident as a young
child, resulting in profound developmental disabilities. He
had been cared for by his mother until her death in 1972
and subsequently entered a group home for disabled
adults. At the age of 84, in declining health, Donald
entered hospice from which a social worker called HFBA

to make final arrangements in the event of his death. The

HFBA staff set up a “pending case,” so that, when Donald
died, his remains would be quickly released by the Public

Administrator and a prompt burial could be arranged.

Rabbi Plafker eulogized Donald as the volunteer minyan
stood by and recited kaddish at his grave site.

Mount Richmond Cemetery Mapping Project

Young Rabbi Schaffer and his family had lived in their tiny tenement less than
48 hours when father and four children were overcome and killed by carbon
monoxide. To heat their rooms, the rabbi had left the stove burners on. Only
Mrs. Schaffer and one daughter survived. Their furniture was still in boxes.
Father and children were buried in HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery.

In 1913, the deaths were big news - a full column in the New York Times.
But time and the news move on and the Schaffer story was soon forgotten.

This fall the Schaffer family graves were found and remembered as a result of
HFBA's ongoing mapping project in Mount Richmond Cemetery.

This initiative, identifying and mapping every grave in the cemetery, will
ensure that each precious soul at Mount Richmond Cemetery is remembered

— the grave marked and recorded — for posterity.

Your help is urgently needed to complete the remaining 25% of

Ehe New JJork Times
Published: October 9, 1913
Copyright © The Mew York Times

o DEAD, 2 DYING
FROM ESGAPING GAS

Whole Family Overcome in
Small Flat—Only Mother and
Girl Alive When Found.

IGNORANT OF THE DANGER

Rabbi Had Left Jets Partly Open In
Several Places When He and
Family Went to Bed.

the mapping project. The cost to survey and catalogue each section

of Mount Richmond Cemetery is $5,000.




PYCCKUU JANNZKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

HFBA sviuzpaso epanm 8 $500,000 Ha
soccmaHos.1eHue Kaad6uwa Cuaveep Jleiik

Tpu ®onze 3amuThl Okpyxaromeit Cpeanl mrata Horo-Hopk cy-
LIeCTByeT NporpaMMa rpaHToOB [iJ1 TAapKOB, IPUPOJ00XPaHHBIX
30H M MeCT UCTOPUYECKOTro Hac/leAus. B paMkax aToi nporpam-
™Mbl EBpelickoe biarorBopuTtesnsHoe [loxopoHHoe Bropo (HFBA)
noJtyausio rpadT B $500,000 (mosiMU/IMOHA A0J/IAPOB) Ha
coxpaHeHHe KJaago6ua Cuabsep Jlelik, KOTopoe 6bl10 NEPBLIM
KJ1azbuleM, IpUHaAJeXaluM bropo. 3To Kafoule OTKPbLIOCh
B 1892-M roay v 3aTeM 3anoJIHUIOCh Bcero 3a 17 set. Knaaou-
1lle BHECEHO B 00LIeHAllMOHA/IbHBIN Y HbIO-HOPKCKHUH peecTpbl
HCTOPUYECKH 3HAYMMBIX MECT. 3/1eCh ObLIM TOXOPOHEHHI 13 ThIC.
MaJIOUMYILMX eBpeeB, 60Jiee N0JIOBUHBI U3 HUX — JIETH.

EBpeiickoe bsiarorBopuTtesibHOe [loxopoHHOe Bropo:

BaxxHble Bexu B 2017-M rogy
B ymeamem 2017-m HFBA noxopoHusio 358 eBpeeB Ha KJ1ai6U-
e MayHT Puumonz,
B oiHOM TOJIbKO JleKabpe 6110 33 IOXOPOH,
NpHUYéM B NIATHULY 29-T0 JieKabpsl 6bII0 OpraHU30BaHO
NATh NOrpe6GeHuii,
HECMOTPsI Ha MOPO3 B MUHYC JiecaTh 10 Llesibcuro.
Mbl He cMo2/1u 6bl npogecmu 8ce 3Mu NOXOPOHHbLE 06PS0bL
6e3 saweli ujedpoti noddepaicKu.
OzpomHoe 6cem 8am cnacu6o !

Ham nuuwiym

Moé HeJlaBHee NIOXKEPTBOBaHUeE B naMATh 0 bap6ape C. 661710

B OTBET Ha HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO J0OPOTY U 3a60TY, 0Ka3aHHYIO
BalllM paBBUHOM I-HoM [liiadkepom Moelt mogpyre MapHu E.,
KOT/la OHa NoceTHs1a Moruty bap6apel Ha npouiioil Hefee. VBB,
IIpM kU3HU Bap6apa Tak U He y3HasIa, YTO y Heé ecTb cecTpa. [l
MapHu 661710 60JIBIINM yTellleHueM YBUAETh, YTO MeCTO NOC/Ie -
Hero yIOKOeHHUs eé CeCTPbl XOPOLIO YX0KEHO.

C 6J1aroIapHOCTbIO 32 BCE, YTO BbI JIEJIAETE,
P.C.

MBI XOTHM BBIPa3UTh HAIHU 6J1aroAapHOCTb U BOCXUILIEHHE J10-
OpOTOH, MOAAEPKKOM U TpodeccnoHaIn3MoM paBBuHa lIMyas
[lnadkepa u APyrUX COTPYAHUKOB Kiaouiia MayHT PuaMonz.
Ha moxopoHax Haued TETH OHU 06eCeYr/IM MUHBSIH U C 0O4eHb
GOJIBLIIUM TAKTOM COIPOBOXK/IA/IH HAC B 3TOT TPY/AHbIH J€Hb.

[To mpo1ecTBUM ABYX JIET MBI BUJIUM, YTO MOTHJIA TETH YXOXKEHA,
6J1aroziapsi yCH/IUsM pabOTHHUKOB KJIa6H1a. Bo BpeMs Hamero
NOC/IeJHETO BU3UTA OJUH U3 COTPYAHUKOB BBI3BAJICS IPOBOJUTD
HAC, YTOOBI Jierye 060HTH MeCTa, IZie MPOBOJUJIHCH CTPOUTEIb-
Hble paboThl. MBI Bcerzia ¢ yA0BOJIbCTBUEM XK/AEM BCTpeY U Gece,
C paBBUHOM, r-HOM [ly1adpkepoM, Bo BpeMs1 HALIUX MOCEIIEeHUH.

MelI 6yzieM Bcerga 61arofapHbl Ballel OpraHU3alyy 3a Ty BaX-
HYI0 U BBICOKOKa4eCTBEHHYI0 paGoTYy, KOTOPYIO BHI JiesIaeTe.

T. k. u Y. JIxk.

HFBA nnoMmoraer

* Y 68-11eTHero Binaaumupa B. 661710 6Un0J1ipHOE pacCTPOMCTBO,
OH 6bLJ1 pa3Bei€H U He 0611ja/Ic CO CBOMMHU ABYMs B3pOCIbIMU
JlouepbMH, BCTPeYasiCh TOJIbKO CO CBOMM CBOJHBIM 6pPaTOM
I'peropom T. Korpa Bnagrmup BHe3anHO CKOHYaJICS, IeHerT
II0CJIe HEr'0 He 0CTaJIOCh, a 'perop BeIHY:X/IeH ObLI TPAaTUTh
CBOU CpeJICTBa Ha YXO/, 32 UX MaTepblo, CTpajaBlieil oT 60.1e3-
HU AnblreiiMepa B no3gHen ctaguu. Korga Mbl 06Cy»K/jastu ¢
['peropoM npuroToBeHHUs AJs N0X0poH Biagumupa, ['perop
YIOMSIHYJI, YTO IIJIaHUPYeT KpeMalUIo AJ1s1 CBoel MaTepH IocJie
eé cMepTu. Mbl yTOBOPUJ/IY €T0 OPraHU30BaTh A1 Heé 0X0po-
HBI 10 eBpelCKOMY 00psi/ly, ¥ 3ape3epBUPOBaJIH /1151 Heé MeCTO
psgoM c cbiHoM. Ha moxopoHax Biagumupa I'perop BbIpasui
HaLIUM COTPYJHHUKAM CBOIO OTPOMHYIO 6J1aroapHOCTb He
TOJIbKO 32 IOXOPOHBI 6paTa, HO U 3a YBEPEHHOCTb B TOM, YTO
MaTb ['peropa Tox<e 6yZieT MOXOPOHEHA COIMIacHO 06br4asiM. Ha
noxopoHax BiaguMupa He 6b1J10 JPyTHUX pOACTBEHHUKOB UJIH
Jipy3en.

ConpanbHbIN pabOTHUK 10 UMeHU [eMMa no3BoHus1a B HFBA
Y COOOIIMJIA, YTO 3[0POBbE OJJHOTO U3 €€ KJIUEHTOB, 84-/eTHe-
ro lmutpus E., ctpeMmuTenbHo yxyamaetcs. JIMUTpuUl, o eé
CJ1I0BaM, ObLJI OJMHOKHUM, OGPBIM U POSIBJISLJT HEMOAe/IbHbIN
HHTepeC K 6/1arono/iy41io pasjnyHbIX >)KUBOTHBIX. Yepe3 /Be
HeJleJIY Toc/Iel0BaJl el OJiH 3BOHOK C COOOLIeHHeM O KOH-
yuHe [IMATpUS, y KOTOPOTO He GbLI0 HU CPeJCTB, HU GJIU3KUX
POACTBEHHUKOB. [locie UHCY/IbTa Y HETO 06HAPYKUJIH OIMYX0J1b
B MO3TY, KOTOPYIO Bpa4yM peLIUJIN YAJIUTD. JIMUTPUN CKOHYAJI-
s IocJle onepalyy, Tak U He IPUXOAA B CO3HaHUe. B Mopos-
HbIH ZIeKaOpbCKUH JieHb Halll paBBUH, r-H [l1adkep, mpoBén
MOXOpPOHbI JIMUTPHsA. BoJiblile HUKTO He IPUCYTCTBOBAJL.

MpbI ¢ IpU3HATE/JIBHOCTHI0O OTMEeYaeM HeJABHO 3aBelljaHHbIe
HFBA cyMMBbI, B TOM 4uCJ/e OT AOKTOopa J/1elH bpuMep, ncuxo-

Jiora us rpadcerea Caddouik (JIoHr AlieH ), KOTOpasi MOMOrJIa

COTHSIM NAIIMEHTOB 3a CBOIO 36-JIETHIOI Kapbepy.

Cuacm.ueozo npazdHuka Il3cax

Korza MbI cauMcst ¢ 6JIM3KHMMH 3@ TACXaJIbHBIN CTOJI, MBI JJOJDK-
Hbl IOMHUTB, YTO B CETO/HSILIHEM MUpE BCE ellé CYLIeCTBYET
pabcTBO. B TOT caMbli ieHb, KOT/IA MBI TPAa3HyeM Hallle 0CBO-
G0X/leH1e U3 erMIIETCKOT0 PabCTBa, AaBalTe MO-HACTOSIILEMY
IPOYYBCTBYEM U HAYIMMCS LIEHUTb CBOOO.Y. [laBaiiTe MOCBITUM
ce6s1 0CBOGOXK/IEHHUIO BCEX TeX JIIOJeH, KOTOpble CTPaJAloT B
6ecyesIoBEYHBIX YCI0BUSAX.
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We gratefully acknowledge the generous

bequests left to HFBA by:

Sidney N. Abramson Elaine Brimer

Norma Axelrad Samuel l. Cohen

Leon Bleckman Marilyn Cooper

Martin Grossbach

HFBA thanks Paul H. Nagelberg,
HFBA's outgoing president of the Board
of Directors, who led the organization
for two years as co-president and an
additional five years as president.

We are grateful for his dedication to
HFBA's mission, his support of good governance and
his vision for the future of the organization.

As we move forward, we welcome
Richard Fishman as HFBA's new
president of the Board of Directors.
As the retired New York State Director
of the Division of Cemeteries, Richard
brings his leadership skills and
valuable experience to HFBA's Board.
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IMPORTANT
2017 Year End Facts

358 Jews were buried in
Mount Richmond Cemetery. In December alone,
there were 33 funerals and burials.
We could not have arranged these funerals and

%
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burials without your generous support.

Thank you so much!
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Julian Kaufman
Ida Rosenman Sands
Michelle Yomtov

A bequest to HFBA is a living
legacy of compassion and
support for the impoverished
Jews who need our services.

For more information
please call Amy Koplow,
HFBA's Executive Director
at (212) 239-1662.

Mount Richmond Cemetery Hours
of Operation During Passover and

Shavuot Holidays:

Passover

Friday, March 30................ 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Sunday, April 1 ..., CLOSED
Thursday, April 5............... 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Friday, April 6 ..., CLOSED
Shavuot

Sunday, May 20.............ccoviiinnnnn. CLOSED
Monday, May 21 .........ccooviiiniiaaeenn. CLOSED

Yizkor is recited on April 7th and May 21.

PacnuncaHmne pa6otbl Knagbébuwa
Mt. Richmond Ha Bpems eBpencKkunx
npa3aHNKOB - BecHa 2018r.

NMECAX

[IaTauna, 30 MapTa ............ 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
BockpeceHbe, lanpens................. 3AKPLITO
YeTBepr, 5 anpess ............. 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
[TATHULQ, 6 AIPEJIT ..o vvevenenennnns 3AKPLEITO

[TomuHanbHas moauTBa U3KOP unTaeTcs B
NocJIe/THUH JleHb MTpa3HUKa, B Cy660TY 7 anpeJist

LWABYOT
BockpeceHbe, 20 Masd ........ovvniennnn.. 3AKPBITO
[loHegenbHUK, 21 Masd .................. 3AKPBITO

[TomunanbHag moauTBa U3KOP ynTaeTcs B mocieIHUH
JeHb NIpa3/HUKa, IOHeeJIbHUK 21 Mad
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HAPPY PASSOVER

As Jews gather around the seder table, we must remember that oppression and slavery still exist in the
world today. As we celebrate our own liberation from Egyptian bondage, let us truly understand and
appreciate freedom and dedicate ourselves to liberating all human beings who suffer man’s inhumanity.

Chesed Shel Emet - How You Can Help

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. i aburial society or family plotand are located in New
i York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed

income and tax benefits, these plans ensure SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent's grave
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future for $600.

generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with . suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include i child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a

a personalized message. framed certificate.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at Silver
Lake Cemetery Chesed Days.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area
that can help us.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit
kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for
the eleven month mourning period
following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

DONATE your property, used vehicle

W

— or boat and receive a generous tax
donation.

&

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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