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A.\ Home for Ete.rnity:
Consecrating a Jewish Cemetery

ews have always taken care of their cemeteries; they

are holy ground. The Jewish cemetery in Worms,

some 35 miles southeast of Frankfurt, is the oldest
one extant in Europe. It dates back to the early 11"
century and burials continued there until the 1930s,
some nine centuries later.

To become holy ground, a
Jewish cemetery must be
consecrated, that is set aside
and dedicated for this sole
purpose.

As an essential prerequisite,

a Jewish cemetery is owned

by its community. After its
boundaries are set, at least ten
of its members join in a solemn
ceremony to mark its purpose.

The consecration ceremony
includes three components.

The group walks the cemetery grounds seven times,
setting its physical demarcation. The walk represents
the physical act of separation.

Psalms are recited, linking the ground to a spiritual
purpose. They reflect both our longing for G-d’s shelter
and its eternal presence. The psalms acknowledge our
frailty and our weakness, our complete dependence on
the Almighty.

And charity is pledged, perhaps reflecting the well-
known phrase, “tzedakah tatzil memavet.” Charity
redeems from death. The tzedakah, the charity, links

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

The Jewish cemetery at Worms, Germany

the cemetery to the living community and its needs.

The participants fast on the day of the consecration,
then come together on the site. Standing at the
cemetery’s southeast corner, they begin by reciting the
first four chapters of Psalms.
There they also recite Psalm
102. It reads in part,

My days are like a
lengthening shadow; and
I am withered like grass...

When He hath regarded
the prayer of the
destitute, and hath not
despised their prayer.

Rabbi Elchonon Zohn, HFBA's
rabbinic advisor and the
president of the National
Association of Chevra Kadisha
explains, “We begin with the
prayer for the poor, for there are no more impoverished
than the dead.”

From the southeast corner, the group moves to the
northeast corner and continues until they have walked
the cemetery’s circumference. Rabbi Zohn notes

that seven is the number of completion in Judaism.

It mirrors the Biblical seven days of creation and the
seven years of the Jewish agricultural cycle.

As they move from corner to corner, they all recite
Psalm 91, repeating it until they have traversed the

continued on page 2

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the
only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation,
receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



An HFBA Story

Recently, HFBA supporter Mike Moskowitz shared some
of his family history with us, as it is part of our history
as well. Mike’s grandfather, Ben, and his family are the
subject of the story below.

in the basement of 105 Allen Street, a crowded
tenement filled with over one hundred fifty people on
New York’s Lower East Side.

According to news reports, there was enough blame

to go around for the large number of fatalities and
injuries. The fire escapes were illegally blocked, the fire
alarm was not sounded quickly and the firefighters had
a hard time dousing the flames because of the elevated
train across the street. The police and Tenement House
Department were also held responsible.

The New York Times reported that nineteen people
died in the fire, including one family that was
completely wiped out. Twenty people were severely
injured and most of the dead were children.

One of those who died was ten-year-old Haia
Moskowitz (originally Moscovici), who was also known

COI'ISECI'a tiO n ..continued from page 1

during a burial, as the coffin is carried to the grave.
For you [said], “The Lord is my refuge”; the Most High
you made your dwelling.

As each tour of the cemetery is completed, the
participants pledge to contribute a sum to a specific
form of charitable purpose. First, funds are designated
to the poor, then to Torah study and Jewish education.
At the end of the third procession, charity is pledged

Consecration of South Florida Jewish Cemetery
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i asIda. She had been

i in the United States

i for only three months
i and ten days, having

i arrived from Rumania
On March 14, 1905, a fire started at 3:45 in the morning i with her parents,

i two brothers, Ben

i and Moise. Because

¢ the Moskowitzs were

¢ indigent, they appealed
i to Chebra Agudas

¢ Achim Shel Emeth to

i bury their child as have

i and since.

Hers and Brana, and

Ida Moskowitz’s grave in
Silver Lake Cemetery

so many people before

Hebrew Free Burial Association still bears the name

under which it was founded in 1888, just as waves of
i Jewish immigrants were arriving in New York from

Eastern Europe.

Do you have a story to share about how HFBA

helped your family? Please send it to us at stories@
 hebrewfreeburial.org

to enable impoverished brides to marry. Charity after

. . . i thelastf i i lothe th itute,
entire area seven times. This is the psalm that is recited the last four rotations are given to clothe the destitute

create sanctuaries for prayer, redeem captives and to

i visit the sick. These seven causes represent the range

of obligations for which the community is responsible.

Once consecrated, the cemetery’s holiness proscribes
behavior. Only Jews may be buried within its borders
and only Jews may officiate in burial ceremonies.
Cohanim, Jews descended from Aaron the Priest, are
biblically prohibited from entering a cemetery area

where there are graves. We don’t eat or drink in the

presence of the graves; being in a cemetery requires
respectful decorum. We don’t visit cemeteries on the
Sabbath or on Jewish holidays. Cemetery funds and
the grounds are overseen by representatives of the
community or by burial societies.

In 1892, Silver Lake Cemetery was the first burial
grounds consecrated by the Hebrew Free Burial

Association. By 1909, a second cemetery - Mount

Richmond Cemetery - was needed and duly dedicated.
For 127 years, HFBA has fulfilled the sacred obligations

] that come with these batei olam, homes for eternity.

Margy-Ruth Davis



David called the HFBA office about his mother, Trudy,
90 years old, who was on home hospice and was
expected to die imminently. Trudy’s only income was
from Social Security. She had no savings and was on
Medicaid. David and his sister Karen were unable to
contribute to the cost of the funeral and burial as Karen
had been unemployed for several years and David
worked as a contractor, job to job. When their mother
died, they were so short of funds that a friend gave them
money for a cab to Mount Richmond Cemetery. At the
funeral, Karen recalled that her mother wrote poetry

in English and Yiddish. A cousin, Samuel, remembered
Trudy as the person who had given him the support
and encouragement that he had not received from his
parents. The HFBA volunteer minyan was in attendance.

Ninety-year-old identical twins, Lyudmila and
Zinaida, were found dead in their apartment by
their landlord. Living in the apartment at the time
was Zinaida’s daughter;, Sofia, who had not reported
the deaths. While the remains of the decedents were
removed, Sofia was taken to the psychiatric unit of

a local hospital. After Sofia was declared mentally
incompetent and unable to provide authorization for
the burial, the Public Administrator investigated and
released the bodies. HFBA buried the sisters, side

by side, as the volunteer minyan responded to the
rabbi’s recitation of kaddish.

The e-mail in the HFBA general mailbox read, “My sister
Denise passed away about six weeks ago (at age 71) and
her body is being held in central Florida. The county has
not buried or cremated her yet. She left no will or money
for a burial and I was wondering if your organization

can help me get her buried. I know that she wanted

to be cremated but [ want her to have a Jewish burial.
Unfortunately, I do not have money to bury her with.”

A member of the HFBA staff quickly replied to Joan, the
surviving sister who had been estranged from Denise
for 40 years. Joan preferred a burial in Florida but the
cost was much higher than it would have been to send
the remains to New York for burial in Mount Richmond
Cemetery. Besides the challenge of the funding, the
remains had been held at the county crematory for six
weeks and had to be released. Fortunately, we reached
out before the cremation was done, Joan signed the

paperwork and a funeral home was contracted to send
the body to New York. Joan made it very clear that
besides not contributing to her sister’s burial costs, she
had no intention or interest in putting up a monument
on Denise’s grave. A stone will be provided through our
Leave Your Mark program.

Liat called HFBA after she found her estranged
husband dead in his apartment. Feliks, 44 years old
and a heavy smoker and alcoholic, had had a heart
attack. He worked odd jobs, most recently as a short
order cook and Liat had no consistent employment.
There were no funds for the burial which was
attended by a few friends, the volunteer minyan, Liat
and their young daughter. Sadly, the girl’s birthday is
the same date as her father’s death.

Names and details have been changed to protect confidentiality.

Leave Your Mark

On September 16th, HFBA's 2019 order of 207 grave
markers arrived at Mount Richmond Cemetery from
Georgia. The HFBA team checked each stone for accuracy
and damage and organized the stones according to the
cemetery section in which they will be placed.

Many thanks to Dana Riess, HFBA's assistant

office manager who is in charge of the Leave Your
Mark program, Andrew Parver, HFBA's Director of
Operations, volunteer Sally Raudon, Mount Richmond
Cemetery staff members Rabbi Shmuel Plafker and
Lena Samofal, and Ira Epstein and his efficient workers
from Sanford Epstein, Inc.

Most important, thank you, to our donors whose
contributions ensure that every grave in our cemetery is
marked with the name of he or she who lies beneath.

Delivery of HFBA monuments




PYCCKUU JAUNZKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

AOM AJIFA BEYHOCTU: OCBAILLl€EHUE eBpeﬁCKOFO
KJIaaouIa

YToObI eBpeHCKOe KJIaI6HIIE CTAI0 0COOBbIM
TOP>KECTBEHHBIM MECTOM, OHO /I0JKHO OBITh OCBSIILEHO.
[TpoBoIUTCS O6PSJT BBIIEIEHUSI HEKOET'O MeCTa
HCKJIIOYHTENBHO B KauecTBe OYAyIIero kiaaouiia. [pynna
13 He MeHee YeM JIeCITU MY>KYHH 00X0IUT TEPPUTOPHIO
CeMb pas, 0TMeYvas eé rpaHUIlbl. YUaCTHUKHU 00psija
YUTAKOT MICaJIMbI, CBSI3bIBAIOIIME 3€MJII0 U IyXOBHYIO 1€Jb
OyAy1Iero KJaaJIoMINa, U 06bSABASIOT HAMEPEHHE CIeNaTh
MO>KEePTBOBAHHUSI.

[TocJie ocBsiLIEHHUS KJIaI0MIIA BCTYNAIOT B CUJY 0COObIe
MpaBUJIa OBeieHUsT Ha HEM. Tak, Ha KJ1aI0uIle MOTYT 6bITh
norpe6eHbI TOJIbKO €BPEU, U TOJILKO EBper UMEIOT NPaBo
MIPOBOJIUTH MOTpebaIbHbINA 00psi/i. Ko3HbI - eBpeH, Beyline
CBOIO POJIOCJIOBHYIO OT MIEPBOCBSIIIIEHHHKA AapoHa, 6paTa
Moriie, He MOTYT MOCENIATD Te YYACTKU KJIAJIOUINA, T/Ie
Hax0JSATCS MOTHJIBL. Ps110M ¢ MOTHJIaMU 3aMpelieHo ecTh
WJIH IIUTh, a TaKXKe HeJIb3d M0CcelaTh Kaa/[0ullle B 11adaT 1
eBpelcKue NMpa3iHUKH.

B 1892 roay knaa6uiie Cuibeep Jlelk cTano
MepBbIM KJIaJ[OUIIEM, OCBSIILIEHHbIM EBpelickum
BaarorBopuTebHbIM [ToxopoHHbIM bropo (HFBA). K
1909 rojy noHaZ06MJ10Ch U ObLJIO JOIKHBIM 06pa3oM
OCBSIIIIEHO elllé 0IHO KJ1aouile — MayHT Puumons, U BoT
yke B TedeHre 127 net HFBA BeInosiHAET CBALIIEHHBIE
00513aHHOCTH, CBSI3aHHbIE C STUMHU JIOMaMH /IJIsI BEUHOCTHU
(bareit os1aM Ha UBPUTE)

HFBA nomoraet

JleBsiHOCTOJIETHHE CECTPBI-6/1M3HeLb! JIoaMuia* u
3uHaun/ia* 6b11M 06HapY»KeHbl MEPTBBIMU B CBOEH KBApTHUpe
ux JeHy10pAoM. C HUMHU B 3TO BpeMsi mpoxkuBasia Codus,
J104b JIFOIMUJIBI, HO OHA He COO01LIMIIA 06 UX CMEPTH.
[Toka ocTaHKM CeCTEp BBIHOCUJIN U3 KBAPTUPHI, Coduro
MOMECTUJIH B ICUXHATPUYECKOE OT/e/IEH!e MECTHOTO
TOCIIUTAJS, TAe OHa 6blIa TPU3HaHa HeleecloCOOHOM.
[Tockosibky Coduist He MorJ1a IaTh pas3peleHre Ha
MIOXOPOHBI CeCTED, 06LIeCTBEeHHbIH aiMUHUCTpaTOp Hblo-
Hopka npoBén Heo6XoMMOe pacc/ieloBaHUe U BeJiest
nepeaaTth ocTaHku EBpelickomy BiiaroTBopuTeibHOMY
[ToxoponHomMy Bropo (HFBA). CécTpbl 66111 HOrpeGeHbI
PAZOM IPYT C APYTOM B MPUCYTCTBUU HALLIETO MUHBSIHA U3
JI0GPOBOJIBLIEB ¥ PABBUHA, TPOUMTABLIErO Ka/UIIL.

* UMeHa u3MeHeHbl

Ham numyT

.51 XoTes1 6bI M06JIAroJApUTH BaC 3a TOMOIIb CO
BCEMU JIETA/ISIMH, KAacAILMMHKCS TOXOPOH MOETO0 OTLA.
[loxkanyiicta, mepesaiiTe MO 0CO6YI0 6J1aroJapHOCThb
r-Hy [1adkepy 3a maMsITHYO [IepEMOHUIO 1, pa3yMeeTCs,
J106pOBOJIBLAM, TPULIEAUINM B GOJIBIIOM KOJIMYECTBE
YTOObI 06€eceYuTh MUHbSIH. CO CBOEM CTOPOHBI 51 06513Y10Ch
BBIC/IATh IOXKEPTBOBAHUE B aMAThb 0 MOéM oTLe. C. A.

HoBocru ki1agovma Maynt PuumoHn/,

B oTsinyue OT IpyruX KIa6HIl, MOTHUJIbI Ha KJIA/I0UIIe
MayHT PU4UMOH/] B OCHOBHOM 06PasyoT CIVIOLIHBIE PSAJIbI, C
OTJIeJIbHBIMH PSIJITAMU JIJIsI MY>KYUH U KEHIIUH U C CEKLIUSIMU
JIJIs1 TeX, KTO XO4YeT O6bITh TOXOPOHEH PSAJIOM C CYyTIPYTroM
wiu cynpyroil. Kaxkiple 1Ba-Tpu roia BO3HUKAET HYX/IA B
HOBBIX y4aCTKax, 10 Mepe TOro KaK 3aMoJIHSTCS CTaphle.
ITH y4aCTKH CO3/IAl0TCS MPOPBITHEM TpaHIieH B 166 ¢pyToB
B VIUHY U 2 Y2 ¢yTa B iMpuHYy. TpaHIllen HaMevyaroT psi/ibl
HOBBIX MOTHJI M CJTY?KaT OCHOBAHHEM J1J1sl MOTUJIbHBIX
OTMETOK. JTO I03BOJISIET IPOHYMEPOBAThb U OTMETHUTh
kaxxayto Mmoruiy. Ocenbto 2019 rojia Mbl co3/1aJiu /iBe HOBbIE
cekuuy, 92 1 93, KoTopble BMECTAT 658 HOBbIX MOTHJI.

EBpeiickoe norpeGeHue — 3T0 yCKOpeHHOoe

norpe6éeHue

Capa I'* ckonuasack 12-ro okTsA6ps1. Yepes naTh JjHeH
eé BoroposiHas cectpa Pyt cBsa3anack c HFBA, Ho He
6blJ1a FOTOBA JaTh pa3pellieHre Ha IOXOPOHBI, TEM CaMbIM
OCTaBUB Ipo6JieMy HepelléHHO. B koHIie koHI[0B HFBA
CMOTIJIO 3a6paThb TeJs1o0 Capbl U3 MOPra, X0Ts U 6e3 YETKOTo
paspelleHys Ha TOXOPOHbI, BBIIAHHOTO KeM-JIN60 U3
POACTBEHHUKOB. EllI€ yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO AHEH, 24-T0
OKTs6pS, PyT 1asa HakoHel| ¢popMaibHOe pa3pelieHHe Ha
noxopoHsl cecTpbl. HFBA HeMe//ieHHO CBSI3a710Ch C TOPOJ-
CKUM /JlenapTaMeHTOM 3/IpaBOOXpAHEHHS U MOGHUIM30BAJIO
NIOXOPOHHYI0 KOMaHJy JIJIsl IPOBe/ieHHs o6psifia Taxapa
(oO6MBbIBaHME TeJs1a) B HAILIEM CIIeLUaJIbHOM IIOMEIeHUU TPU
ki1aa6uiie. Capy noxopoHuu B 12:30, To ecTb BCero 4epes
JiBa C TI0JIOBMHOM Yaca 10cJie 0JIy4eHHUs pa3peLieHusl.

XoTs kaxj0e npoBoguMoe HFBA norpe6eHue yHUKa/IbHO,
BCE 2Ke eCTb 0COObIE CJIyYau, KOTOPble HAMHOT'O C/IOXKHEee
ocTa/IbHbIX. Ho 110 Mepe BO3MOXXKHOCTH MBI CJIeiyeM
€BpEeNCKUM 3aKOHaM U TpaJULMsM, IPOBOJS KaXKJ0e
norpe6eHye MaKCUMasbHO GBbICTPO.
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mHebrew 3 New Ways to Support

Free Burial

ASSOCIATIONS

Your support makes it possible for hundreds of indigent
Jews in our community to be buried each year.

To help you make your own wishes known - and to
provide you with some smart giving choices - HFBA is
partnering with FreeWill to give you three new planning
and philanthropic tools.

YOUR LEGACY

Including a gift in your will can help ensure that every
Jewish person receives a dignified, traditional Jewish
funeral for generations to come. You can now create your
will at no cost and build your legacy at Hebrew Free
Burial Association by visiting www.hebrewfreeburial.
org/freewill. This resource is free to you whether or not
you choose to include Hebrew Free Burial Association,
and we're happy to help you prepare for your future no
matter what you choose to do.

DO YOU HAVE A TRADITIONAL IRA?

If you do, and you are 70 % years old, you are eligible to
make a tax-free donation called a Qualified Charitable

Thank You to

The Jewish Center
(New York, NY)

Andrew Parver, HFBA’s Director of Operations,
speaks to volunteers from The Jewish Center
who helped clear seasonal debris at
Mount Richmond Cemetery
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Hebrew Free Burial Association

i Distribution (QCD) from your IRA directly to Hebrew

¢ Free Burial Association. According to the law, when you
turn 70 %2, you must take money out of your IRA (your
i Required Minimum Distribution, RMD), otherwise you
¢ will incur a hefty tax penalty. If you do withdraw that
money, it will still be taxed as income, incurring up to

i 37% at the federal level plus applicable state and local
taxes. But if you choose to donate directly from your

i IRA, the gift is always tax free, regardless of whether or
¢ not you itemize deductions on your tax return. Visit
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/QCD to calculate how

¢ much you want to take out of your IRA this year, and
how that amount can be turned into a tax-free gift.

. GIFTS OF STOCK

If you have appreciated stocks, they represent your best

i opportunity for giving back. When you cash out your

¢ stocks, you are required to pay capital gains tax. However,
if you transfer the stock directly, you will be able to deduct
i the full amount of your stock, completely avoiding capital
gains tax. Visit www.hebrewfreeburial.org/stocks to

i transfer your stocks today.

~ Traditional Jewish Law:
. Burying Soon After Death

i HFBA follows the halacha (Jewish law) of not delaying a burial and
¢ burying as soon after death as possible.

Sarah G. died on October 12. Her cousin Ruth contacted HFBA
: five days later but was hesitant to authorize the burial, leaving the
¢ situation unresolved. Although HFBA was allowed to pick up Sarah’s
body from the morgue, we still did not have clear permission to
¢ bury her.

On October 24, Ruth finally consented to the burial. HFBA instantly
filed the necessary paperwork with the NYC Health Department and
mobilized the chevra kadisha to perform the tahara in our on-site
facility. Sarah’s burial took place at 12:30 pm, less than 2 % hours
after consent was granted.

i Every case HFBA handles is unique but some are more complicated
i than others. Whenever feasible, we follow Jewish law and tradition
i by performing the burial as quickly as possible.

i Names and details have been changed to protect confidentiality.



PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY
BY SENDING A DONATION IN
THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower East
Side by a group of philanthropic and community-
minded Jews who were committed to burying
their indigent dead according to Jewish tradition,
rather than having them buried in a mass grave
in city cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has
interred over 65,000 Jews in its two cemeteries.
HFBA is also committed to retrieving the
identities of those interred and is attempting to
provide a gravestone for each unmarked grave.
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Unlike at other cemeteries, burials at Mount Richmond are generally
done in continuous rows, with separate rows for men and women, and
“couples sections” for those who wish to be buried next to a spouse.

Every two or three years, new sections need to be developed as

older ones are filled. This is done by pouring 2 ¥ -foot by 166-foot
foundation trenches which create the rows of graves and provide

a stable foundation for the grave markers. On each, the graves are
numbered and marked. This fall we created sections 92 and 93 which
will provide 658 graves.

<@ Inthe Mail

Letters below have been edited for clarity and
to protect confidentiality.

Enclosed please find a donation in honor of Rabbi Plafker for the
New Year. He has taken care of my family for many, many years.
Please be good enough to tell him.

Thank you kindly,
K.L

Enclosed please find a donation towards the costs of my late, life-
long friend, G.J.’s final resting place. In the future I will have other
contributions to HFBA which is doing such an important job!

Thanks for everything!
C.V.

I wanted to thank you for your assistance with all particulars
regarding my father’s funeral arrangements. Please extend my
gratitude to Rabbi Plafker for a memorable ceremony and, of
course, to the volunteers for coming out in strong numbers to be
sure we had a minyan. I pledge to send a donation in memory of
my father.

C.A.

Chesed Shel Emet
How You Can Help

Contact us for more information,
212-239-1662 or
info@hebrewfreeburial.org




