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HFBA honors the Jewish past, present and future
at Mount Richmond Cemetery

Family research and
burial application lead
to a great-ancestor

Mother and daughter connect with their family history
on clean-up day at Mount Richmond Cemetery

The night before The Leffell School ninth graders visited Mount
Richmond Cemetery, Sara Birnbaum told her daughter Aviva
about a maternal ancestor buried there named Sam Cooperman.
Sara had done significant genealogical research on her great-
grandfather and had always intended to visit his grave, but it was
Aviva who would make the pilgrimage now from Westchester
County to Staten Island.

Even after collaborating with a cousin, Sara could glean only an
outline of Sam’s short life. Around 1900, Sam got married in Selz, a
shtetl in Russia (now Syalyets, Belarus). Five years later, Sam set off
to New York on a steamer without his wife and three daughters.
He would find work and a place to live before arranging for them
to make the transatlantic voyage. In September 1910, Sam's wife
and children finally joined him in New York.

Front row (left to right): Judith (Sara Birnbaum'’s paternal grandmother), Ida
(Sam Cooperman’s wife and Judith’'s mother), and Mae (Judith’s sister). Back
row (left to right): Betty, Sam Fischer (husband of Rose), and Rose.

Within two months of the family’s arrival, Sam died at Beth Israel
Hospital. He was 32 years old. Seven months after his death, his
fourth daughter — Sara’s grandmother Judith — was born.

Continued on page 2

Cemetery upgrades enhance workplace safety

Camera, lighting and gate improvements will protect volunteers, employees and property

With antisemitic incidents in the U.S. up 140 percent since
2022* HFBA is completing a vital set of security upgrades at
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Thanks to the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s
Nonprofit Security Grant Program, HFBA has installed lighting,
wifi-enabled cameras and an automated front gate to replace a
padlocked gate in use for much of HFBA's 136-year-long history.

* Anti-Defamation League’s “Audit of Antisemitic Incidents 2023,” April 16, 2024

Two additional New York State funding sources under the
rubric of hate-crime grants have improved security at HFBA's
administrative building and tahara facility.

HFBA's goal was to ensure the safety of its female and male
chevra kadisha members, who are often on cemetery premises
after dark. They, as well as HFBA's chaplain, cemetery operations
coordinator, and facilities staff, now carry key fobs that allow them
quick and easy entry into the various buildings.

Continued on page 2

TO DONATE TO HFBA, VISIT HTTPS://WWW.HEBREWFREEBURIAL.ORG/DONATE
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Continued from front page

Mother and daughter pay homage to great-ancestor

Aviva Birnbaum, ninth grader at The Leffell School, stands next to
her ancestor’s grave

Sara had been in touch with Hebrew Free Burial Association
and had a copy of Sam's burial application. It wasn't until her
cousin Judy uncovered the missing link, however, that Sara
could connect Sam's wife and children to him beyond a shadow
of a doubt.

“Judy found the ship’'s manifest and learned that Sam’s
surname in Russia was Mokren,” Sara says. “For reasons

Continued from front page

Lights, camera, and security at
Mount Richmond Cemetery

The lighting also inhibits nocturnal animals from venturing
near HFBA's buildings.

Meanwhile, two New York State grants, funded by the
“Securing Communities Against Hate Crimes Grant Program,”
will facilitate the installation of security impact windows,
designed to protect against break-ins and forced entry.

In addition, a generous grant from a private foundation will
go to the purchase of a back-up generator for use during storm-
related outages or potential acts of vandalism. Out of respect for
the dead, an alternate energy source is crucial for keeping the
facility's walk-in refrigerator operational at all times.

“Thanks to $250,000 in federally and state-funded grants, and
thanks to additional foundation funding, we are keeping Mount
Richmond Cemetery secure today while also preparing for the
future,” says HFBA assistant director Efrem Reis.

unknown, Sam began using Kupperman as his last name in the
U.S., and by the time of his death, he or his family had changed it to
Cooperman.”

Thanks to HFBA's “Leave Your Mark” campaign, Sam’s grave has
been marked with a stone that bears his American name.

HFBA's burial records helped point Aviva to her ancestor’s plot.
“I was really excited to do this mitzvah on clean-up day,” Aviva
told HFBA. “It was amazing to be my parents’ emissary and also get

to help my classmates beautify the grounds for my great-great-
grandfather and so many other Eastern European Jews.”

THE STRUGGLES OF EARLIER GENERATIONS

Sara, now a student at Jewish Theological Seminary in New York,
takes satisfaction in seeing Aviva's connection to the family history.
“The stories we tell our children are a profound tool for Jewish

continuity,” she says. “In addition to performing its core mission,
HFBA made it possible for my family to reach back into the early
twentieth century and understand something about the struggles
of the people who came before us.”

“It was a special experience to make that connection,” Aviva says.

To arrange a synagogue or school clean-up visit to Mount
Richmond Cemetery, email: ereis@hebrewfreeburial.org

To submit your genealogy request to HFBA,
email: genealogy@hebrewfreeburial.org

Electronic key fob opens cemetery front gate at Mount Richmond Cemetery
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Rabbi addresses misconceptions about suicide burials

Once seen as rejection of faith, suicide is viewed in our complex times as a sign of distress

Editor’s note: Among the cases we handle every year, a small number consists of people who died by suicide. We turned to Rabbi
Elchonon Zohn, HFBA rabbinic advisor, to help us untangle a subject painful — and confusing — to the Jewish community.

Rabbi Elchonon Zohn, HFBA rabbinic advisor

Does Jewish law allow for suicide
victims to be buried at Mount
Richmond Cemetery?

Yes. In the Torah, G-d tells Adam,
“From dust you are, and to dust you
will return.” Every person deserves to
be buried. This includes everyone, even
suicide victims.

HFBA attends to lives of lonely desperation

Why do people think a suicide
victim cannot be buried in a Jewish
cemetery?

Until about a hundred years ago,
traditional Jewish law viewed suicide as
the abandonment of G-d and Judaism.
Now, because we understand more
about mental illness, we view the
suicide victim as somebody who has
suffered from anguish or depression. We
understand that the suicide victim has
not made a religious statement. They
have acted out of pain or desperation.

Is it permissible to mention the
suicide in a eulogy?

In Judaism, we focus our eulogy on
the positives of a person’s life, especially
their achievements and qualities to
emulate. It is a way to pay homage, not
analyze the cause of death.

Do family members recite kaddish
for a suicide victim?

Yes. We attribute the victim’s death to
their suffering from an emotional illness

Suicide victims become real to us when we learn something

about their back-story. We share sketches of two people
to whom we gave a traditional burial with the care and
respect they deserved. (Names have been changed out of

concern for privacy.)

or to a drug reaction, and family members
recite kaddish as they would for any other
family member.

Suicide is such a troubling
phenomenon. Do you have any words of
consolation?

| do not want to minimize the painful
challenges people face. | do want to say,
though, that we, the Jewish people, have a
culture, a most meaningful tradition, and
a set of laws that have given us direction
on every aspect of life for millennia. If you
are feeling despondent, | beseech you to
seek help. You can turn toward a mental
health professional. You might also turn
to your rabbi. The Torah’s story of creation,
peoplehood and faith has shaped the
character of the Jewish people for 5785

years. Its words and wisdom give us strength

even in the worst of times — as individuals
and as members of the Jewish nation.

If you or a loved one has suicidal
thoughts, call or text 988. For more
information visit http://988lifeline.org

Boris V., 75, likely died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound.
He was an emigrant from Ukraine and worked as a security
guard in Brooklyn.

We learned about Boris's death from his ex-wife, Sofia,
a social worker. Sofia confirmed that her former husband’s

Alvin A., 71, died en route to a New York hospital after
jumping off the roof of his building. We learned about his
death from Josh, a friend living in California. Josh couldn't tell
us anything about Alvin's occupation or work history. He did
know Alvin's mother's name, though, and confirmed that she
was Jewish. (HFBA verified Alvin's Jewish parentage by doing
research on ancestry.com.) Nearly six months passed before
the Public Administrator permitted us to bury him. Josh did
not come to the funeral, but he said he might contribute
money to put up a monument. Only the HFBA volunteer
minyan attended the burial.

mother was Jewish, but she knew nothing about the state of
his finances. From Boris's building superintendent, we learned
that Boris spent several days before his death clearing out his
apartment in an apparent effort to put his affairs in order.

The signs of a life gone off the rails were evident in Boris's
alcoholism.

“He would stop drinking for a while and then go back to the
bottle,” Sofia told us. “The last year of our twenty-year marriage
was especially bad.”

Sofia and a Staten Island-based rabbi were the only
attendees at Boris's funeral.
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PYCCKUN OANOXKECT

U3yyeHMe ucrtopmm ceMbm 1 aHKeTa ana norpe6eHm|
NMOMOI/I1 OTbICKaTb pOoACTBEHHUKa

ABWMBa, y4eHMLa 0eBATOro Kracca LWkonbl Jledbenns, cobupanacs B
rnoesgky Ha knagbuilie MayHT PUYMOHA CO CBOMM K1acCoM. HakaHyHe
noesgku Mama ABuBbI, Capa BupH6ayMm, noBefana oo4epu, YTo Ha 3ToM
KrnagobuLLe MoKoUTCs UX MPeaoK no nnHuu CapmHoin Matepu, CaMm KynepmaH.
PaHee Capa m3y4dnna UCTOPUIO CEMbW K cama cobmpanack NOCETUTb MOTUITY
cBoero npagefa. M Bot Tenepb MMeHHO ABKBa CTana nepBow, KTO COBEPLUUT
3TO «NANOMHMYECTBO» M3 BecTyecTepa Ha CTenTeH AneHa.

B cBoé Bpema Capa BbiscHWMMa, 4To B 1900-M rogy Cam xeHuncs B Cenbue,
EeBpPEeNCKOM MecTeuyke B POCCUNCKOM MMMepun (cerogHa nocénok Canew,
B Benopyccun). MNatb neT cnycta CaM yexan Ha napoxofe B Hbto-Mopk, 6e3
YKeHbl 1 TPéX poyepen. CHavana oH Halwén paboTy M XKUIbE, Npexae Yyem
CMOT MepeBe3TU CeMbto Yepes okeaH. HakoHel, B ceHTA6pe 1910-ro roga
eHa 1 feTn CaMa CMOrTIM BOCCOeAMHUTLCSA C HUM B Hblo-Mopke.

3anuncK o 3axopoHeHMax EBperickon bnarotsoputenbHoOM MNoxopoHHOM
Accoumaumm (HFBA) noMornu ABmBe OTbICKaTb MOrMy eé npeaka. «3T0
6b1/10 YAMBUTENBbHO — 6bITb NPEACTaBUTENIEM MOEW CEMbM B 3TOM Moe3ake m
B TO YK€ BpeMs BMecTe C OQHOKIaCCHUKaMM MOMOraTb MPUBOAMTL B MOPALOK
TEPPUTOPUIO KNaaOoMLLA, rae NOXOPOHEHbl MO NMpanpagen 1 MHorve gpyrue
eBpeun 13 BoctouHow EBponbl», pacckasana ABMBa HaLLMM COTPYOHUKAM.

Capa, MamMa ABVBbI, 6bl/1a o4YeHb AOBOJIbHA, 4YTO Ta I'IpI/IO6LLLl/IJ'IaCb K
NCTOPUU ceMbU. «MNCTOPUIN, KOTOPbIE Mbl PpacCcKa3sblBaeM HalLMM AeTAM, O4eHb
BaXXHbl 0719 MpPeeMCTBEeHHOCTH LleHHOoCTen eBpeVICKOI;I O6LLI,MHbI>>, CKa3zasa
OHa.

MopepHU3aLmsa TeppUTop1MM KNnaa6uila HanpaeneHa Ha
ycuneHue 6e3onacHocTH

[MOCKONbKY YMCNO aHTUCEMUTCKUX HanageHuni B CLLA Bbipocnio Ha
140 npoueHTOB € 2022 roga, HFBA 3aBepLuaeT psia Mep Mo yCUneHuto
6e30MacHOCTM Ha Knagbuile MayHT PuuMoHa. Bnarogaps nonydeHHoMy
HFBA depnepanbHOMy rpaHTy 6bln MPOBEAEHO OCBeLLeHMe,
nopgcoeaunHéHHble K MHTepHeTy (wifi) Kamepbl, a Takyke aBTOMaTUYECKM
3aKpblBaloLMecsa BOpOTa, KOTOPble 3aMeHWTN BXOOHble BOPOTa C Lenbio Npu
BXofe, NpoCyLLEeCTBOBaBLUME MOYTU BCe 136 f1eT co AHA ocHOBaHUsS HFBA.

[ononHuTenbHble cpeacTBa, MolyYeHHble oT WwTaTa Hblo-Mopk,
noLnm Ha ycuneHmne 6e30nacHoOCTN adMUHUCTPATUBHOIO 34aHUS, a TakxKe
nomelleHua 4aa npoeegeHua obpana Taxapa (0bMbiBaHME YCOMLIMX).

ELWé oouH rpaHT, Weapoe YacTHoe MoxepTBOBaHMe,
npefHa3sHavYeH 015 MOKYMNKKM 3aMacHOro reHepaTopa Ha Cry4an OTKIoYeHWIN
2M1EKTPUNYECTBa BO BpeEMA CUJTbHbBIX MDO3 UM N3-3a aKTOB BaHOaIM3Ma.

PaBBUH pa3BeH4YUBaeT HEBEPHbIe NpeacTaBlieHns o
norpe6eHnn camoy6minL

Mbl 3ajaN1 HECKOMbKO BOMPOCOB PaBBUHY D1bXOHOHY 30HHY,
KOHCynbTUpytoleMy HFBA no ranaxmyeckmM Bonpocam, YTobbl MOMoYb HaM
pa3obpaTbca € 3ToM 60MN1Ee3HEHHOM U 3aNyTaHHOM /19 €BPEeNCKOMN OBLLMHbI
TEMOW.

HFBA: Mo3BonsIoT 1M eBpeMCcKue 3aKOHbl XOPOHUTDb XXepTB
CcaMoy6MICTB Ha Knaa6éuile MayHT PuumoHa?

P. 30HH: [a. B Tope Bc-BbIWHMIM roBopuT Agamy: «M3 npaxa Tbl co3gaH
1 B NMpax Tbl BO3BPATULLbCA». KayKabli YenoBeK AOCTOUH NorpeberHns, ato
KacaeTcs W »KepTB CaMOybBUINCTB.

HFBA: MNoueMy nioau AyMaloT, YTO CaMoy6UiiL, HeNb3s1 XOPOHUTb Ha
eBpencKoM Knaaéuiue?

P. 30HH: BnnoTb Ao Havana ABagLuaToro Beka TPpaanLMOHHbIM €BPENCKUM

3aKOH paccMaTpumBan caMoybUINCTBO Kak oTpeyeHue oT BC-BbILWHEro 1 ot
Mynaunsma. B Halle BpeMa Mbl 6osblUe 3HaeM O MCUXMYECKMX 3aboneBaHUaX
1 MO3TOMY pacCcMaTpMBaeM CaMOyBOUMINCTBO KaK pe3ynbTaT CTpadaHui 1
nenpeccun. Mbl MOHUMaeM, YTo MIOAM COBEpPLLAOT caMoybuincTBo ns-3a 601m
1 OTYaaHU4, a He 419 Toro, YTo6bl MPOAEMOHCTPMPOBAaTbL OTPpeYeHMe OT Bepbl
CBOEero Hapoaa

HFBA: YMTaloT N1 YnieHbl CeMbM KaaAaMULL Mo XepTBe caMoy6uitcTea?

P. 30HH: [1a. [OCKObKY Mbl CHMTaEM MPUUMHOM CMepPTW CTpagaHua oT
3MOLMOHANbHO-MCUXMYECKOIO PACCTPOWCTBA UM PeaKLMIO Ha HAPKOTUKMK,
UreHbl CEMbU MPOM3HOCAT KaaaMLL TaK e, KaK A8 APYTUX POOHbIX UU
[SRIZENS

HFBA: CaMoy6MIACTBO — O4eHb TPEBOXKHOE U TshHkénoe aBneHue. Ectb
nn 'y Bac cnosa yTewieHusa?

P. 30HH: Ecnu Bbl YyBCTBYeTe NOAABNEHHOCTb MW 6€3bICXOAHOCTb,
A NPK13bIBato BaC 06paTUTHCH 3@ MOMOLLbIO. Bbl MOXeTe 06paTUTbes K
crneumanmcTy no NCUXMYecKoMy 3A0POBbIO UKW K CBOEMY PaBBUHY. Pacckas
Topbl O COTBOPEHNM MUPA, O BO3HUKHOBEHWW HALLEro Hapoaa U Hallen Bepbl
npwuaaBany eBpesaM CUsbl faXKe B CaMble TAXeNble BpeMeHa.

HFBA nomoraeTt

AnBMH A* ckoH4ancs B 71 rof no gopore B OAMH U3 HblO-MOPKCKUX
rocrnmTanew nocne Toro, Kak CPbITHY/T C KPbILUW 3AaHUS, B KOTOPOM »XWr. Mbl
Y3Hanu o cMepTu AnBKMHa OT ero Apyra [proLa, XmByLLero B KanndopHum.
L>KoL He 3Han, rae paboTan 1 YeM 3aHuManca ANBuH. Ho oH 3Han UmMs
MaTepu ANBMHA U yTBEPXOasl, YTo OHa 6bina eBpernkol. Mo3xe HFBA
noaTBEPLAUIO €BPENCTBO poauTenei AnBrHa, OTbICKaB CBEAEHUS O HUX
Ha camnTe ancestry.com. [poLLNo MoYTK NoNroaa, NPeXae YeM ropoacKkom
obLLecTBeHHbIM agMUHUCTPaTop Hblo-Mopka aan paspelueHne HFBA
MOXOPOHUTb ANBUHA. [)KOLU HE CMOT MPWIETETb HAa MOXOPOHbI, HO 3aABWIT, UTO
CKOopee BCero NoXepTByeT Ha HAArPOOHbIN NaMATHUK A4N4a cBoero Apyra. Ha
obpane norpebeHUs NPUCYTCTBOBAs TONbKO Hall MUHbAH 0OBPOBOMbLEB.

Bopuc B. ymMep B 75 neT, cKopel Bcero 3acTpenmBLUnCh. OH 6bin
MMMUIPaHTOM 13 YKpauHbl U B CBOE BpeMs paboTtan B BpykinHe
OXPaHHUKOM. Mbl y3Hanu o cMepTn Bopurca oT ero ObiBLUIEN eHbl, Coduu,
coumanbHoro paboTHKKa. OHa NoaTBepAuna, YTo MaTb Bopuca 6bina
eBpPEeNKON, HO HNYero He 3Hana o PUHAHCOBOM MONoXeHun Bopwuca. OT
cyrnepvHTeHOaHTa 34aHuns, rae npoxkuean Bopuc, Mbl y3Hanu, 4To B TedeHue
HeCKOMbKMX AHer Ao rnbenn Bopuc BbluULLE@N KBAPTUPY, NO-BUOVMOMY,
npuBoas B MOPSAOK CBOW Aena.

Mo cnosam Coduu, Bopuc «6pocan MUTb Ha BPeMs, a MOTOM HEN3MEHHO
BO3BpaLLanca K 6yTbifike. MocneaHni roq U3 Hallux ABaauaTi net 6paka 6bin
OCOBEHHO TAMENbIM».

Ha noxopoHax Bopuca npucytctBoBanu Toribko Codua n paBBuUH CO
CrtenTeH AnneHpga.

Hawu cnosa 6narogapHoOCTU Ha Npa3aHUK XaHyKU

N3 TanMyOa Mbl 3HaeM O 3anNoBefmn 3aXKMUraTb AOMNONMHUTENbHYIO CBeYy
Ka)Xayto HOYb XaHyKVI, UTO6bI YBENNYNTb Hally CBATOCTb.

Kakabin U3 papwvtenen EBpenckon bnarotBoputeibHoM MNoxopoHHOM
Accoumaumm (HFBA) nogobeH xaHykanbHOM cBede: 6narofaps CBeTy,
KOTOPbIN Bbl MPUHOCKTE B MUP, HFBA MOXET BbIMOMHATL CBOKO MUCCUIO
xeceq, Wenb 3MeT (Mnnocepame K yconmm): B STOM rofly Mbl NpoBenu 6onee
TPEXCOT TPaAVLMOHHbIX €BPEMCKNX MOXOPOH.

Mol o6pa|_|_LaeMcq KO BCeM, KTO Hac noanep>xxmBaet. cnacubo 3a To, UTo
rnomoraeTe HaM 3a60TUTbCH O CaMblX YA3BUMbIX UYleHaX eBPEeNCKOM OBLLMHDI.

Cuactnmeom BaM XaHyKM, XaHyka cameax!

HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION - CHESED



KISLEV 5785

WINTER 2024

DONOR TESTIMONIAL

A “magnificent” tribute comes to HFBA from Cleveland

A Bronx-born donor never forgot his roots and family commitments

Stanley Lasky talks about his father’s
bankruptcy as if it happened last month,
and not in the 1940s.

“My family moved from Brooklyn to
Cleveland, where my father, a Fordham
University-trained pharmacist, had been
promised a job,” Stanley recalls. “He
found out once we arrived that his New
York State credentials weren't honored
in Ohio.”

Even so, the family hung on
financially because of the great need for
pharmacists — legally credentialed or
not — during World War II.

The family back in New York, however,
didn't always fare well.

HFBA HELPS

True stories about the people HFBA serves.

Names and details are anonymized to
preserve confidentiality.

“When my aunt died in 2018, there
wasn't enough money to give her a
traditional Jewish funeral,” Stanley told
HFBA. “Hebrew Free Burial Association
stepped in to do a proper burial.”

Stanley’s gratitude toward HFBA has
remained strong ever since his aunt's
death.

“I have made donations over the
decades to many worthy Jewish
institutions,” he says. “I feel HFBA is one of
the most important of these entities.”

Now 93, Stanley remembers his youth in
the Bronx and Brooklyn lovingly.

“I made a life for myselfin Ohio as a

teacher-administrator, and as our union’s
chief steward,” he says. “But | still love
New York dearly. | never wanted to leave.”

Stanley — who earned a PhD in
sociology at Kent State University, and
who co-authored “100 Years: Helping
People to Help Themselves” — was also a
dedicated volunteer for the Hebrew Free
Loan Association of Cleveland, Ohio.

About HFBA, Stanley adds, “Please
make my words as magnificent as
possible. This is an organization that
deserves the highest praise.”

From one magnificent organization to
one magnificent donor, thank you.

WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW
MORE THAN EVER

You can support HFBA's mission by making a donation
at www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate. To donate via

SCAN TO DONATE

Venmo, use @HebrewFreeBurial or our QR code.

Naomi J., 59, died from cardio-pulmonary failure. She was mentally ill most of her life, but refused to recognize her condition. She
got divorced after eight years of marriage because “it was impossible to remain with her,” ex-husband Larry told HFBA. Naomi
went from hospital to hospital, seeking medical help for phantom ilinesses, all while denying her diagnosed psychiatric problems.
Homeless, she eventually entered a facility for the mentally ill. Larry was not Jewish, but he (and his sister) contacted HFBA to
ensure that Naomi receive a traditional Jewish funeral. After Naomi’s burial at Mount Richmond Cemetery, Rabbi Shmuel Plafker
showed Naomi's ex-husband and sister-in-law the grave where Naomi's grandfather had been buried years ago.

Arnold H., 65, died at home alone, from problems related to high blood pressure and arteriosclerosis. One of ten children from
his father’s four marriages, Arnold suffered from learning disabilities all his life. Fortunately, he was able to support himself as a

medical transport driver. As a young adult, Arnold severed ties with his family and reconnected with his brother Steven only after
Steven found him on Facebook. Steven contributed to the cost of Arnold's burial, and attended the funeral along with a younger
sister and friend. Steven told us he was deeply grateful to HFBA for handling funeral and burial arrangements.

Shirley S., 93, died in a Queens, NY nursing home. We learned about her passing from a neighbor, who knew Shirley was Jewish,
and who feared she would end up in City Cemetery. A year before her death, Shirley broke her hip. While in rehab, where she
suffered a stroke, her landlord initiated eviction proceedings against her based on the condition of her apartment: Shirley had
been a hoarder and the place had become uninhabitable. She spent part of her childhood in an orphanage now under the
auspices of the Jewish Child Care Association. HFBA's volunteer minyan attended so kaddish could be recited.
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Dear Bees: “There’s room
enough for the both of us”

In a contest between Jewish tradition and nature,
the two can coexist

The trees and grasses that define Mount Richmond
Cemetery’s beauty have long been a draw for Staten Island
wildlife. Now comes a hive of bees to share Staten Island'’s
ecological niche with geese and deer.

The bees, hived inside a thriving linden tree, took up
residence over the summer — and weren't always seen as
welcome guests.

“The bees wouldn't be an issue if they were in an older
section of the cemetery where we no longer do burials,” says
Amy Koplow, HFBA executive director. “We want to maintain
an environmental balance, but the safety of our staff and
visitors is our top priority.”

HFBA reached out to a beekeeper at Beezy Bees Honey to
relocate the hive elsewhere on Staten Island where the bees
can safely — and magnificently — produce honey.

The relocation process involves vacuum-suctioning the
bees from the hive, transporting the hive in a pickup to a new
location after sunset, and reorienting the bees to the hive's
new entrance.

“It's a delicate process,” Koplow says.

HOW TO SUPPORT HFBA
AND HELP YOURSELF

GIVE FROM YOUR IRA A tax-free IRA gift is a powerful
way to support our sacred work while reducing your
future tax burden and meeting your required minimum
distribution for 2024.

DONATE STOCKS Many HFBA supporters donate
appreciated stocks to support our mission while also legally
avoiding capital gains tax.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Koplow - Executive Director - (212) 239-1662
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A LASTING IMPACT

FREEWILLE
WITH HBFA

You can include Hebrew Free Burial Association in your estate
plan at no cost to you. A legacy donation in your will helps HFBA
in its mission to treat every Jew with the respect so integral

to Jewish law and tradition, regardless of financial status. Get
started by visiting www.hebrewfreeburial.org/freewill. If you've
already included us in your will, let us know by visiting the same
site. We are deeply grateful to you for your support.

A word of gratitude from
us to you during Chanukah

In the Talmud, we learn we are commanded to light an
additional candle each night of Chanukah as a way to increase
our holiness.

Each one of HFBA's donors is like a Chanukah candle:
Through the light you have brought into the world, HFBA was
able to pursue its mission of chesed shel emet by giving more
than 300 Jews traditional funerals this year.

To all of our donors and supporters: thank you for helping us
care for the most vulnerable souls in our community.

HAPPY CHANUKAH! CHANUKAH SAMEACH!
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