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A daughter’s love
Inspires a donation to
Silver Lake Cemetery

Leona Kern honors her immigrant father’s devotion to Staten
Island with a gift to HFBA

Leona Kern’s father was twelve years old when he arrived
at Ellis Island from Hungary. Like many ambitious Jewish
immigrants from eastern Europe, Irving Klein looked up at Lower
Manbhattan’s skyscrapers and vowed that one day he would make
a mark on New York City’s real estate landscape.

“My father believed he’d found the most beautiful piece of
property anywhere when he set eyes on Silver Lake,” Leona
Kern told Chesed. “The neighborhood’s high elevation gave him
a spectacular view of Lower New York Bay, and that’s why he
wanted to erect his first garden apartment buildings there. My
father was a builder.”

Mrs. Kern could have no higher praise for the man who,
along with three partners, built three six-story buildings in the
neighborhood after World War II. She calls her father a visionary
who anticipated the importance of middle-class housing to meet
the needs of the postwar baby boom. “He saw an ideal future, and
it was Silver Lake,” she says.

The same visionary imagination belongs to the executive
leadership of HFBA, Mrs. Kern says.

Leona Kern gets acquainted with HFBA's animal clean-up committee in 2015

“The present and future very soon become the past,” says the
Westchester County resident, who ran realty firm R. W. Kern, Inc.
with her late husband. “That’s where the need to keep Silver Lake
Cemetery ‘alive’ comes in.”

Mrs. Kern emphasizes HFBA’s commitment to marking the
graves of children, most of whom had once lived — and died
— in tenements that were “nothing but a junk-heap of rotten
lumber and brick,” as novelist Michael Gold wrote in Jews

Without Money.
v Continued on page 2

HFBA launches naming campaign at Silver Lake Cemetery
to honor New Yorkers whose lives were cut short

Fourteen memorial panels will “say the name” of thousands of
women, men, infants and children

Hebrew Free Burial Association has initiated a campaign to
honor the lives of Celia Sultovia, Moses Weinstein, and Dora Kaiser.

These names belong to three children of the Lower East Side
who were among the first to be buried at HFBA’s Silver Lake
Cemetery. Like thousands of their late 19th- and early 20th-
century neighbors, Celia, Moses, and Dora died young from
malnutrition, unsanitary living conditions, or disease.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from front page

HFBA donor helps preserve Silver Lake Cemetery

“When you walk around Silver Lake Cemetery, you see this
huge area where thousands of children are buried,” Mrs. Kern
says. “You can’t help but be moved to action.

She continues, “As I look out at that vast sea of there’s only
one organization that gives Jews without means, family, or
friends the traditional Jewish burial they deserve. What Hebrew
Free Burial Association does is miraculous.”

As somebody who carefully evaluates her many charitable
commitments, Mrs. Kern believes HFBA is in a class of its own.

“You walk around Silver Lake Cemetery and you’re transported
to a time when few people lived past their sixties, and when great
numbers of children died from diseases that are curable today
with penicillin and anti-tubercular medications,” she says. “You
get a picture of a Jewish community that left the poverty of their
Eastern European homes for the sweatshops and peddlers’ carts
of the Lower East Side.”

Continued from front page
Preparing Silver Lake Cemetery for lasting change

Even while the “physical health of Jews was remarkably good
in comparison to that of both non-Jewish immigrants and native-
born Yankees,”* 13,600 Jews of the period ended up crowding into
a cemetery intended for 4,000.

HFBA seeks to raise funds to underwrite a wall of remembrance
so that no one is forgotten.

Collaborating with Kyle Zick Landscape Architecture, HFBA
is moving forward with a wall that will “say the name” of
every child, woman, and man buried at Silver Lake. The firm
has designed a granite framework engraved with thirteen steel
panels to honor the names recorded in HFBA’s “bible,” or set of
meticulous handwritten burial records. A fourteenth panel will
display a history of Silver Lake Cemetery and HFBA.

The granite framework — two pillars connected by a horizontal
foundation — could not be erected until the cemetery had
undergone work to eliminate the pooling of water, the removal
of trees that had damaged gravesites, and the stabilization of
the stone wall alongside Victory Boulevard. Funding from New
York State, UJA-Federation of New York, foundations, and private
individuals has significantly improved the cemetery, listed in 2017
on the National Register of Historic Places.

HFBA’s memorial project includes the construction of a
pedestrian plaza. The area was originally the site of a caretaker’s
cottage, destroyed in the 1980s by fire. Visitors to Silver Lake
Cemetery will be able to sit on tree-shaded benches and reflect on
the Jewish lives once cut short by illness and overwork.

“I’ve worked with HFBA over the years on the Silver Lake
preservation project,” says landscape architect Kyle Zick. “My
team and I have never lost sight of HFBA’s commitment to
humanizing every person who made Silver Lake Cemetery their
final resting place. We hope everything we do will touch visitors,
descendants and tourists alike who come to pay homage to some of
America’s first Eastern European Jews.”

Without the risks these immigrant Jews took, “where exactly
would we be today?” she asks.

Touched by a “miraculous” organization (with goats)

Mrs. Kern fondly remembers a visit she made to Silver Lake
Cemetery in 2015 when she encountered a small herd of goats,
brought in as an environmentally safe way to clear the property
of poison ivy and other unwanted growth.

A proud donor to Silver Lake Cemetery’s preservation project,
Mrs. Kern looks forward to seeing the memorial panels that one
day will reflect HFBA’s conviction to publicly memorialize the
name of every person buried in the cemetery.

“My father would be gratified knowing that down the road
from his first apartment buildings overlooking Silver Lake is a
tribute to the people who may once have been his friends and
neighbors,” she says.

To join Leona Kern in her love of HFBA and Silver Lake Cemetery,
please visit www.hebrewfreeburial.org/silverlakedonations.

BEFORE

Please join us in giving names to the
people time has forgotten. Underwriting
opportunities include:

One complete memorial panel (1,080
names): $36,000, payable over three years

One column on a panel (75 names): $3,600

Please donate via the QR code or contact Amy
Koplow at akoplow@hebrewfreeburial.org.

[
SCAN TO DONATE

*“Health Conditions of Immigrant Jews on the Lower East Side of New York: 1880-1914” by Deborah Dwork.
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HFBA HELPS - e ;
Jared T., 68 and mentally disabled, died Walter Z., 75 and a German-Jewish Gary K., 57, died on a Manhattan street
earlier this year of respiratory failure. A immigrant, died of cardiac arrest at a of complications from alcoholism. His
social worker informed HFBA about Jared Bronx nursing home. A young child last known address was on the Bowery,
nearly a month after his death at a Long when he arrived in New York with his but he was homeless at the time of
Island state hospital where he’d lived parents, Walter first attended a Jewish his death. The Medical Examiner’s
for the last 20 years of his life. While elementary school, graduated from high office attempted to find Gary’s next
he had no family or friends, Jared did school, and completed City College. His of kin. After four months, when the
have a funeral arrangement with a non- mother died before he graduated from ME had exhausted all leads, Gary’s
Jewish funeral home. The funds available, high school; shortly thereafter, his father name appeared on NaMus, the national
however, were not enough to cover remarried and cut off contact with him. database registry for unclaimed dead.
funeral expenses. HFBA was able to access Walter spent many years homeless, but (Gary was positively identified by his
those funds and bury him within the next did have a guardian, who notified HFBA fingerprints.) Gary’s father and brother
24 hours at Mount Richmond Cemetery. of his death. Walter’s nursing home were no longer living, but we located his
The only mourners were HFBA’s volunteer record listed a friend, but we weren’t stepmother, his only surviving family
minyan. able to locate her. We buried Walter two member. She told us that Gary left

days after his death. A cemetery visitor home at 17 when his parents separated.

completed HFBA’s volunteer minyan so Gary's mother survived the 2001 attack

that kaddish could be recited. on the Twin Towers, but died several

years later from a 9/11-related illness.
Four months after Gary’s death, HFBA
was able to give him a traditional

Jewish funeral and burial. Only HFBA’s
¥V OEUARﬂgl\?gOG;zéTIEEE;'FOR volunteer minyan attended.

You can support HFBA’s mission by making a
donation at www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate,
or use our QR code.

SCAN TO DONATE

A solemn day to visit cemeteries

On Tisha B’Av, we remember the destruction of the Jewish temple and the loss of loved ones

Tisha B’Av, or the ninth of Av, is a
solemn day of fasting when Jews around
the world remember the destruction of the
temple in Jerusalem, first in 586 B.C.E.
and then in 70 C.E.

Jewish tradition has it that the
redemption of the Jewish people —
ge’ula in Hebrew — will come about on
Tisha B’Av when all Jews recognize their
covenantal obligation to the Almighty. In
the words of the prophet Zechariah, the
day of mourning will then become a day of
“joy and gladness — a happy festival for
the House of Judah.”

Gittin 16a in the Talmud notes that it is
customary to visit a cemetery on fast days.
HFBA’s Mount Richmond Cemetery will
be open to visitors on Tisha B’Av, Sunday, Rome's "Arch of Titus” was commissioned by Emperor Domitian in 81 CE — 11 years after the
August 3, from 9:00 AM to 3:45 PM. _destruction qf the Je_vvish temple and aﬂgr the death of his brqther Titus. The constru_ction likely

involved a mix of artisans, slaves, and prisoners of war, including Jews from the sacking of Jerusalem.
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Houb scepmeyem Ha knadouwe Cunveep Jleiik 6
namsims 06 omye

Orerr, Jleoubl KepH npm6bUT Ha uimc AliieHs u3 Beurpum B
IBeHafillaTMIeTHEM Bo3pacTe. [71a3ess Ha He60CKPEOBI H3KHEro
MaHx3TTeHa, UpBUHT KiIsiliH, KaK ¥ MHOTMe HalleJleHHbIe
Ha yCIIeX eBpeyCcKMe MMMUTPAHTHI 13 BocTOUHOM EBPOIIHI,
roo6eIrasn cebe, YTO KOrfa-HMUOYAb M OH OCTAaBUT CBOI CJIe[ B
3maEnsax Heo-Vopka.

Bckrope mocite BTopoit MMpOBOY BOMHBI OH 3TO O6eljaHue
BBINOMHMII. EMy 0cO6eHHO T0TI061Ics partoH CuiabBep JIeiK Ha
CraviTeH AlieHze, M BMECTE C TpeMs TapTHEPAMM 110 6MU3HECY
OH ITOCTPOMJI 34€Ch TPU IIECTMITA>KHBIX MHOTOKBAPDTMPHBIX
JIOMa, YTOIAIIUX B 3€JI€HN.

«Mo11 oTer] 65U YOSKIEH, YTO HAIIEN cCaMoe KpPacBOe MeCTo,
KOI'7ja yBUzeN paitoH CuiabBep JIeMK>>, pacCKa3ajla Hallel raseTe
«Xecen> noub VipBuHra, JleoHa KepH. I'ocrioska KepH cumuTaer,
4yTO e€ oTel] TOUHO IpefiBM e, HACKOIbKO BaXKHO CTPOUTH
SKUJIBE ISl YOOBJIeTBOPEHMSI 3alIpDOCOB HapOXKAAIOIIerocs
CpemHero Kiacca — «636m 6ymepoB> . 1o cloBaM rocnosku KepH,
MCIIOTHUTENbHOE PYKOBOACTBO HFBA To>Ke 06/1afjaeT TOYHBIM
BUEeHMEM GYAyILEero.

«HFBA - eguHCTBeHHas opraHm3anys, IpefoCcTaBIsgoIas
Manoo6ecrieueHHBIM eBpesiM, ¥ KOTOPhIX HEeT HU CEMbH,
HM JIpy3ei1, TPagUIMOHHOe Iorpeberne, CoOIoaoIee
IOCTOMHCTBO YCOIIINX >, IIPOAOJDKAeT rocroska KepH.
«EBperickas brarorBoputenbHasi [IoxopoHHast Acconmarus
TBOPUT HacCTosAIIee Uyi0>>.

T'ocrioka KepH ropguTcst TeM, UTO SIBIAETCA OFHUM U3
IIOCTOSIHHBIX JIOHOPOB IIPOEKTA 110 COXpPaHeHMI0 KIafouIa
CunbBep Jlelik. OHa ¢ HeTepIeHMeM OXKMJaeT YBUAIeTh HOBbIN
IV3allH MeMOPVaIbHBIX ITaHesIel! — BOIUIOIIeHMe JKeJlaHs
HFBA ny61M4YHO YBEKOBEUNTD MMS KasK[JOT0 YeJIOBEKa,
ITOXOPOHEHHOr0 Ha KiIafouiie.

«Mor1 oTer] 66U 6bI JOBOJIEH, 3Hasl, YTO 6YKBAIBHO PSIZIOM C
[IePBBIMM IMOCTPOEHHBIMM MM KMJIBIMM 3MaHUSIMM C BUOM Ha
CuibBep JIeMK YBeKOBeUYEHA Hallla JJaHb YBaXKEHMS K TEM, KTO
MOT KOTZ[a-TO GbITh €ro [PY3bIMM M COCENSIMM>>,— TOBOPUT OHA.

HFBA 3anyckaem KamnaHuio Ha knadéuuje Cunbeep
Jleiik, umo6bl yeekoseuums uMeHa Hoblo-liopKyes, Ubl
MCU3HU PaHO 060p68aIUCH

EBperickast BiarorBopuTenbHas [I0XOpoHHas AcCoIManys
Hayaja KaMIaHui B yecTb Cenun CynbToBMM, Monces
BanumTerHa 1 nm CaxHoBull. Kak M ThICAYM UX cocenent
¥ COBpeMeHHMKOB KOoHIa XIX- Hauana XX Beka Ha HumykHem
Uct-Canpe, Cenmsi, Mowucei1 1 M YMEPIV MOJIOJBIMU OT
HefloOeIaHMsl, aHTUCAHUTAapUM UK 6oJIe3Hel . ITU Tpoe JeTen
66UV cpefy 13,600 eBpeeB, KOTOPBIX IIOXOPOHMIIM Ha KIafiOUIIe,
paccuMTaHHOM BCEro Ha 4,000 4eJloBeK.

HFBA niaHupyeT co6paTh CPe[ICTBA Ha <« CTeHY HaMsSITI >,
uTOGBI He 6bUTM 3a6BITHI MMEHA THICSIY €BPeMCKMX SKeHIIMH,
MYI)KUMH ¥ IeTel TOM SMOXU.

dupma Kaiin 3uK, 3aHMMaronascs JaHAnadTHOM
apxXmUTeKTypoi1, BMmecTe ¢ HFBA mpopa6oTaina gu3aitd
[eNIexX0fHOM ajljien, UAYIeN BIOIb TPMHAKUATY CTAIbHBIX

[aHesney B paMKe M3 TpaHUTa. Ha 3TUX naHesx OyAyT MMeHa
BCeX, CTapaTeIbHO 3alMCAaHHBIX B [IOrPe6aIbHbIX KHUTAX
HFBA. YeTbIpHafaTas [IaHeNb IPeCTaBUT KPATKYIO MICTOPUIO
KiIap6uma Cunbsep JleliK, a Tak’Ke MCTOPUIO eBpeeB HIKHEro
Vcr-Caipa, B OCHOBHOM MIMMMUTPAHTOB, IIOXOPOHEHHBIX 3[€Ch.

TIoyKatyiicTa, IOMOTMTE HaM OTMETUTh MMeHa BCeX TeX, KTO
6bLII 3a0BIT.

BapmaHTHI [T0>KePTBOBAHMIA:

ITonHast MeMopManbHas maHenb (1,080 MMEH): $36,000 ¢
BBIIIJIATOM B 3 roga

OfHa KOJIOHKA Ha maHenu (75 MMéEH): $3,600

OdopmuTe MOsKaNyiiCTa NOXKePTBOBaHMe Yepe3 QR-Kof My
CBSI3aBHINMCH ¢ dMM KOIUIOY II0 3JIeKTPOHHOM nouTe: akoplow@
hebrewfreeburial.org.

HFBA nomozaem

Ibrapeq T., CTpafiaBIIMIA OT IICMXMUYECKOTO 3a60IeBaHMs],
CKOHYaJICA B 68 JIeT B HayaJie 3TOr0 rofa OT JErOYHOM
HeJ0CTaTOYHOCTH. OH YMep B OFHOM M3 rOCYyLapCTBEHHBIX
60bHMII JIOHT-ATiIeHa, The OH IIPO6hUT MOCTeqHMe 20 JIET
cBoei1 km3HM. CoupaboTHUK coobit HFBA o cmepTu [I>Rapesia
TOJIBKO MECSII] CIIyCTsA. XOTS1 Y Hero He 6bUIO HY CEMbM, HU
Zpy3ei1, v [>kapefia 6bUTa IpeABapMUTeIbHasA JJOTOBOPEHHOCTh
0 orpebeHMY C HeeBPeMCKMM IIOXOPOHHBIM 610p0. OfHAKO
VIMEIOIMXCS CPELCTB ObUIO HEeJOCTATOYHO /IS TIOKPBITUS
pacxonioB Ha 11oxopoHsl. HFBA cMmoria Nojay4YuTh JOCTYI K 3TUM
CpefiCTBaM M MOXOPOHUTH JI3Kape/ia 6YKBAJIBHO B CJIEAVIONINE 24
Yaca Ha HalleM Kiafouire MayHT-PUUMOHA. B mocaeqHMI NYTh
I>kapejia IPOBOJKaJl TOIBKO MMHBSIH JO6poBosbLieB HFBA.

VonTep 3., eBpeMCKMUIM MMMUTPAHT 13 [epMaHUM, yMep B
75 JIeT OT OCTaHOBKM Cepjilia B floMe IIpecTapesbiX B BpoHKce.
Vonrep npuexan B Hbio-MOpK ¢ poguTensmu emgé 6yyam
MasieHbKMM pebeHKoM. CHauaza OH XOWUII B €BPEVCKYI0
Ha4yaJbHYIO IIKOJY, 3aTe€M OKOHUYMJI CPEHIOI0 LIKOJIY U
CuTu-rojutemk. MaTh YonTepa ymepiia, KOTa OH GbUT erré
LIKOJIBHMKOM, a OTel] BCKOpe CHOBa >KeHUJICA U IIpeKpaTuil
of1IIeHMe ¢ CBIHOM. YOJITep MHOTO JIeT G6bUT 6e3T0MHBIM. V Hero
6bUT OTIEKYH, KOTOPEIN 1 yBefommia HFBA o cmepTu Yorirepa.
B 3ammcsx foma IpecTapesnbix 6bl1a YKa3aHa nogpyra YonTepa,
HO MBI He CMOIJIM ee HaltTu. HFBA mpoBejia moxopoHb! YoiaTepa
yepes [1Ba OHs MOC/Ie ero cmepTu. IloceTuTenp KiafouIa moMor
COCTaBUTHh MUHbBSIH Jo6poBosbIieB HFBA, Tak uTo 1o YoiaTepy
CMOT/IY IIPOYNUTATh KaiMIIl.

3aempak 6 espeiickoii 06wjuHe Pusepdeiina c
épyueHueM exce200HbIX Hazpad

B 3TOM rofy 3aBTpaK €BPENCKOI 061MHbI PuBepzeiia B
ceBepHOM BpoHKce pajjoBal Kak pa3H0o06pa3yueM OTMEeHHBIX
611071, TaK M IMHHBIM CIIMCKOM >KMUTeNel PuBeppeitia,
NOCBAATMBIIMM B IIpoLIefIieM IOAY CBOM CMIIBI M BpeMsi
MECTHBIM CMHAroraM, mIKoJIaM M OGIIMHHBIM IleHTpaM. Ha
TOP>KECTBEHHOM MEpONPUSATUM 4 Masi 6bUIM BPyUeHbI Harpabl
Aptypy u dneits Baym; Xenen Kpum; Jle6ope Jlynkuu-Tpocc u
®peny Illyrapmeny. Haim mo3apasieHnss BCeM HarpasKIEHHbIM!
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HFBA welcomes an impressive board member

Alan Samuels: In his own words

Honestly, I didn’t know about
HFBA until I got involved as a
lay leader with UJA-Federation
of New York — one of the
organization’s funders. I
was immediately drawn into
HFBA’s behind-the-scenes
mission of chesed shel emet. 1
was equally fascinated by the
investigative work HFBA does to
ascertain an individual’s Jewish
background. The focus isn’t only
on the poor. It’s also on the unclaimed and unnamed. Our work
is so poignant.

I’m very data-focused at the climate risk analytics start-up
where I work. Our goal is to analyze and predict the impact that
climate and weather will have on the earth’s surface over the
next decades. It’s not too much of a stretch to say that HFBA’s
cemeteries are affected by potentially catastrophic events such
as hurricanes, rain, and flooding. As a board member, I’m in a
position to help HFBA address these episodes if and when they
arrive.

More important, I’ve worked with many organizations at
different stages of their development. I’m familiar with the
evolution of technologies and software, and I can help HFBA
update its donor database and track its daily operations. I've

already begun helping transition the board to new data systems.

It may sound odd to hear that I view this organization as an
interesting challenge.

Real estate. HFBA owns Mount Richmond Cemetery and Silver
Lake Cemetery. Preserving them in perpetuity is meaningful for
religious, community, and educational reasons.

Endowment. Like all not-for-profits, HFBA needs a
sustainable, long-term source of capital independent of its
fundraising efforts. A strong endowment ensures a reliable
income stream, even during periods of economic uncertainty,
such as HFBA experienced during COVID-19.

Marketing and fundraising. Every small not-for-profit faces
spending caps and donor retention. HFBA, whose mission has
been unchanged since 1888, must continually find effective
ways to reach out to nursing homes, community groups, and
government agencies. And educating unaffiliated Jews about the
sanctity of a traditional burial is even more urgent today than it
was 137 years ago.

Legacy and future goals. One day HFBA will need a third
cemetery — and determining where it will be is something to
plan for today.

For somebody like me, who enjoys thinking about how
different systems interact with each other, working with the
HFBA board of directors is a great fit. This small organization is
confronting some big challenges. There’s no shortage of work
for us to do.

Community breakfast serves up annual award recipients

Longtime community commitment was on display in HFBA's selection of honorees

HFBA’s annual Riverdale community breakfast, held May
4th at the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, featured a roll call of
Riverdalians who have strengthened the greater community
through their volunteer commitments:

Arthur and Elaine Bloom, Community Service Award. A preschool
director for 25 years, Elaine now sits on the executive board of
the Jewish Early Childhood Association. Artie, a retired CPA, has
served on the Riverdale Y’s board of directors for 20+ years. The
couple has been active in their shul since 1997.

Helen Krim, Tikun Olam Award. A Bronx resident for the past 27
years, Helen has contributed to the communal spirit at her temple
by writing its purimspiels and taking on crucial executive roles.

Deborah Lupkin-Gross, Avodat Hashem Award. A performer at the

local Y’s theater productions, Deborah has worked more than 15

years in the field of adult health care.

Fred Sugarman, Chesed Shel Emet Award. Fred’s service to HFBA

includes his tenure as president and board member.
Congratulations to this year’s award recipients for their

devotion to the Riverdale Jewish community.

Front row, from left: Helen Krim, Elaine Bloom (honorees), and Amy Koplow
(executive director). Back row: from left: Audrey Trachtman, Shari Safra,
Stefanie Ruch (board members); Deborah Lupkin-Gross, Fred Sugarman,
Arthur Bloom (honorees); Andrea Harris (event chair & board member); Doron
Bar-Levav, Daniel Pilarski, Bryan Alter, and Donny Tuchman (board members).
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Dedicated students from YULA Girls High School (Los Angeles, CA) put
their chesed values to work at Mount Richmond Cemetery. One of YULA's
principals had volunteered for HFBA when she was a student in New
York. For a class trip to the Big Apple, she organized this chesed project.

Students from Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim (Cranford, NJ) contributed
several hours of work to beautify the cemetery grounds.

Donate your
appreciated stocks

If you’ve got appreciated assets and you’re looking to provide
immediate support to our community, you can maximize your
impact while also maximizing your savings by donating to HFBA.
When you cash out your stocks, you are required to pay capital
gains tax. If you transfer the stock directly, however, you will be
able to deduct the full amount of your stock, completely avoiding
capital gains tax.

For more information visit: www.hebrewfreeburial.org/stocks

A lasting impact
with HFBA

You can include Hebrew Free Burial Association in your
estate plan at no cost to you. A legacy donation in your
will helps HFBA in its mission to treat every Jew with the
respect so integral to Jewish law and tradition, regardless
of financial status. Get started by visiting
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/freewill. If you’ve already
included us in your will, let us know by visiting the same
site. We are deeply grateful to you for your support.
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