HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

The Hebrew Free Burial Association
devotes its resources to performing
chesed shel emet (the ultimate act
of loving kindness). It is the only

agency in the New York metropolitan
area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means
or religious affiliation, receives a
dignified, traditional Jewish funeral
and burial.
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The Jewish View of the
“Afterlife”

Early references to the afterlife in Jewish literature appear in the
part of the Jewish canon known as the “Prophets.” In the book
of Daniel we read, “Many of those who sleep in the dust will awake,
some to eternal life, others to reproaches.” In the books that bear
their names, the prophet Isaiah says, “The dead shall live, dead bod-
ies will arise and the earth shall bring to life the shades,” and Ezekiel
describes a vision of dead bones reconfiguring into bodies.

Unlike Christian theologians who spent a lot of time and ink on this
subject, Jewish thinkers tended to regard the afterlife, both what will
happen after death as well as what will happen at the end of time,
as mysterious and as a subject to be approached warily. Jewish
sources most often focused on “this world,” the one we know and
live in, and those that do confront the idea of the afterlife present
different and often irreconcilable views.

The basic concept, accepted by Jewish philosophers, is that there is
life after death for the soul which, after leaving the body, goes to
olam habah, “the World to Come,” a parallel universe to our current
universe. The righteous live in a perfect place, perhaps the primeval
Garden of Eden, and the evildoers have their souls purged in
gehenom, usually translated as “hell.” Some sources describe a pur-
gatory to which all souls go prior to paradise or to eternal torment.
There is a difference of opinion as to whether the soul is quiescent,

continued on page 2



Did you know...¢

n 1888, the Hebrew Free Burial Association

was incorporated as Chebra AgudathChesed Shel
Emeth (The Society of the Brotherhood of True
Charity) by a group of Ashkenazic Jewish busi-
nessmen on the Lower East Side, the densely
populated locus of Jewish life in America. Its
original mission was to “aid and assist
deserving persons in case of sickness or
distress, and to bury the dead.”

Difficult working and sanitary conditions and
poor medical care led to a high mortality rate
and poverty prevented many Jews from being
buried according to Jewish tradition. Bodies
were often buried in mass graves in Potter’s
Fields. In 1892, to assure that any Jew, no mat-
ter how poor, could receive a Jewish burial,
HFBA purchased property in Staten Island for its
first cemetety, Silver Lake. In 1909, it devel-
oped nearby property for Mt Richmond
Cemetery which still serves as HFBA's primary
burial space. Significantly, in 1911, HFBA
arranged for the burial of 21 young victims of
the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire.

By 1916, HFBA had grown to an organization
of 4,000 members, most of whom contributed
less than $5 annually. That year, the annual
meeting attracted 500 participants and received
coverage in the New York Times. HFBA was
able to proudly announce that since its
inception, no Jew had been buried in
Potter’s Field.

All those who support HFBA should be proud 1o
continue its mission of burying impoverished Jews.

The “Afterlife”

residing with G-d, or if the dead have a con-
sciousness of the world they left behind.
Reflecting the latter view, there is a strong tradi-
tion of petitioning the soul of an ancestor to inter-
vene with G-d on behalf of the living.

Jewish eschatology envisions a world which will
follow the Messianic era, itself an age of a just,
abundant, peaceful society heralded by a descen-
dent of King David. At the end of time, believed
Nachmonides and others, there will be a perfect
world enjoyed by the resurrected righteous.
Maimonides and other medieval philosophers did
not believe in bodily resurrection but in a spiritu-
al existence of pure joy, enveloped by the divine
presence, and immortality involved the soul’s
journey toward a union with G-d.

The path to righteousness involves adherence to
the mitzvor (commandments), both those between
man and man and between man and G-d. Among
the mitzvor to which Jews are committed is kavod
hamet (dignity for the deceased.) This involves the
covering of the body immediately following
death and not leaving a decedent alone from the
moment of death to the time of burial. There is no
distinction made between the rich and the poor-
the deceased is bathed and clothed by a chevra
kadisha (benevolent society), prayers are recited to
ease the soul’s journey and the body is placed in
a plain wooden coffin.

For well over a century, the Hebrew Free Burial
Association has arranged for the transition from
this world to the next for large numbers of indi-
gent Jews. We arrange the funeral and the burial
with a careful adherence to the principles of kavod
hamet. 1f you know of anyone who might benefit
from our care, please contact our office. Pre- need
amangements may also made. HFBA may be
reached at (212) 239-1662.



rrom THE Mailbox

Letters such as these remind us that every person
has a story, even when the end is sad and solitary.

Over the years [ have received regular mail-
ings from the Hebrew Free Burial
Association... The time eventually came when
that pamphlet was needed. It happened when
N. passed away. He was one of the caretakers
at our synagogue, having worked there for sev-
eral years. N. was a bit of a character, well-liked
by people of all ages. A couple of years ago, N.
developed some health problems. He was no
longer able to do physical work. However, he
would still come by the synagogue and visit on
a regular basis.

One day, the synagogue’s head caretaker,
Ronald, realized that he hadn’t seen N. for a
few days...Ronald tried telephoning N. but
there was no answer. He then went to N’s
apartment...and received no response when he
banged on the door. Finally, the building’s
superintendent came and broke down the
door. N. was lying dead on the living room
floor. It was obvious from the circumstances
that he had already been that way for a few
days.

...N., T knew, had no immediate family. I
contacted his closest relative, a niece. She
informed me that N. had been penniless and
there was no one who could assist with the
expenses for a funeral...

[ contacted the Hebrew Free Burial
Association...It [the funeral and burial] was all
done with dignity and with respect for both
the deceased and the Jewish tradition...the
Association’s rabbi, through his explanatory

remarks, made the funeral more meaningful
for the few people in attendance...

[ don’t know what [ would have done for N.
had I not had the Hebrew Free Burial
Association to turn to...

Rabbi Asher Vale
Manhattan Beach Jewish Center
Brooklyn, N.Y.

have supported your organization for many

years because of the uniqueness of its
mission. However, because of my role in
arranging for the funeral of a relative, I only
recently became aware of the actual costs
involved. I was astounded that even though
the body was handled by the chevra kadisha and
the funeral itself was held in a synagogue, the
fees were astounding!

At the shiva, I put out a collection plate marked
“Hebrew Free Burial Association” among the
other tzedakahs (charitable organizations).
Enclosed please find a check for the amount
collected.

[ suggest that anyone in the unfortunate
position of arranging a shiva consider doing the
same. It is not only in honor of HFBA's work,
but of one’s loved one as well.

RG.
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Our New Website
y friend and parner, Paul G7 WWW.hebrveleeburial.OIg
died...(and) your organization was . .

is Now Up and Running!

one...he supported. He frequently spoke of
your good work for the Jewish community...

[ know of at least two occasions when he ou can access information about our
called on (you) for assistance...a Holocaust history, cemeteries, current projects and vol-
survivor who was so poor that her utilities unteer opportunities, make a secure online dona-
had been cut off7 died leaving no means for a tion, as well as view past editions of the Chesed.
proper burial. You stepped in and took care of
it...The other was when another neighbor
committed suicide and his widow did not
know where to turn. Paul turned to you and
you gave the man a proper burial...

[ am enclosing a check for $5000 as a memo-
rial to Paul G. I know you will use the money
to continue your excellent work for the
Jewish community:.

G.D.*

* ldentifying information has been changed to protect
the privacy of the letter writer.
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Renee Septimus, Editor  Adam Rawson, Designer

Upon request, a copy of our annual report
may be obtained from our office,
224 W. 35th Street, Room 300,
New York, NY 10001
or from the
Attorney General, Charities Bureau,
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

Chesed,



The Russian Digest, translated summaties of the
atticles appearing in this issue of Chesed, appears below.

BBEJJEHHE

Espeiicknii B3/ Ha )KN3HL NI0C]Ie CMEPTH
IlepBBie ynoMHUHAHHS B €BPEHCKOMH JIMTEpAType O
JKHM3HH Hoce GpHU3HYecKoi cMEpTH BCTpEeYaloTes B
paszene CesiimeHHOro miucanus «IIpopoxu».
OCHOBHO¥ IIPHHITHII €BpeHcKoi (humocodun riacur,
9TO 110cIe (PU3MIECKOi CMEPTH JyIIa YeIOBEKa,
TIOKHHYB TeJI0, IPOJIOIDKACT JKUTh B «TPAIYILEM
(IyXOBHOM) MHpe», KOTOPEIiA CYIECTBYET
napawiensHo Gusuueckomy mupy. IIpaBeqauxu
JKMBYT B COBEPIICHHOM NAPAJUICIBHOM MHpE, II0-
BHIMMOMY B Palo, a JyIIH I'PENIHAKOB IOMIAJAI0T B
an. Helcorropme HUCTOYHHKH YIIOMHHAIOT YACTHIINIIEC,
KyZa JyIIH DONafaloT MPEX/e 9eM OTTIPaBATECA B
paii Wiy Ha Begnsie Myku. CyIIecTBYIOT pa3/IMIHbIE
MHEHHS 10 IIOBOXY TOr0, NPeOBIBAcT JIK AyINa B
TIOKO€, OCTaBasCh co Be-BrImIAMM, MM yMepImie
00JIaIal0T CO3HAHHEM, TIOIOGHEIM TOMY, KOTOpOS
OHH UMCJIA B IIOKUHYTOM UMH MHUDE. BcBasuc
TIOCTIETHAM YTBEPXKACHHEM, CYIIECTBYET TPAXHIN
TIPOCHTSH JYIIH IPEJKOB «3aCTYIHTHCS» Tepen Be-
BBIITHHUM O HBIHC )XUBYIIECM.

Espeiickas 3cXaTo/IOrHs NpeAIoNIaracT
CYIIECTBOBAHWE MHUPA, KOTOPEIH IPUAET HA CMEHY
3pe Manmaxa, SBIAIOIEHcS B CBOIO OUePEb SIIOXOH
CIIpaBeUTMBOCTH, MHPOIIOOHS, H300MINS, KOTOpas
OyzeT npoBo3rJIaNieHa IOTOMKOM 1aps JlaBuaa.
HaxmoHuz ¥ Jpyrie KaGOaIUCTHL CYMTANH, YTO
HACTYIIMT COBEPIICHHEIH MHUp, B KOTOpOM OyayT
JKATH BOCKpECIHE MIpaBeAHUKH. MaliMOHHA 1
JIpYTHE CPETHEBEKOBEIE (DHITOCO(E! BEpIIIN HE B
BOCKPECEHHE TENa, HO B CYIECTBOBAHUE YUCTOMH
JyXOBHO# paJIOCTH, HAallOMHEHHOH  GOXKECTBEHHBIM
TIPUCYTCTBHEM, U B G€C-CMEPTHE AyLIX HA €€ IyTH
BOCCOEIMHEHMUS CO Be-eBBIIITHMM.

M3 Hamel no4Thl

Mhnozue 200v1 52 nonyuaro nucema u bpowopsl u3
Eepeiickozo Brazomeopu-menvnozo I1oxoponnozo
bBiopo (HFBA). H som oonaxcov nacman mom
Momenm, k020a MHe noHadobunace uHpopma-

YUA, COOEPAHCABUIAACA 8 OOHOU U3 MaKux bpowiop.
Bmo cnyuunoce, kozoa cxonuanca N. On 6vin 00HUM
u3 pabomuuKo8 Haweli Cunazozu. Imo Gvlia CUNbHAA
JUYHOCMY; €20 MOOUnY 6ce — Om Mana 0o 6enuKa.
Hecxonvko nem nazao y Hezo noAeuaUuCcs npobnemol
co 300pogvem. On Gonee He MO2 GLINONHAMYb
cusuueckyio pabomy. Ho wacmenvko npodondican
3ax00umb 8 CUHA202Y.

O0dnadicowr 2abaii Ponanvd o6pamun enumanue na
mo, 4mo 6om yiice HeCKONbKO OHeli kax N. e
npuxooum é cunazozy. Ponanvo noneimancs
00380HUMbLCA Kk N., HO HUKMO He CHUMAn MpPY6Ky.
Toz0a on nowen x Hemy OOMOU U CIMan CMy4amb 8
08epb, HO HUKMO He omkpviean. Haxoney Ponanvo
no38an cynepunmenoarma ooma, 20e npoxcuéan N.,

u mom eznoman 0sepv. N. nexcan Ha nony 6
20cmunHol, on 6ot mepme. Cyos no

06CmMOAMENLCMBAM, OH CKOHYANICA HECKOMLKO OHEl
Haszao.

A 3uan, umo N. 6vin 00UHOKUM UenOBeKOM.
Bnuorcatimeii poocmeennuyeti 6vlia NIEMAHHUYA.
Ona coobwguna mue, ymo N. ne umen cbepedxcenuil, u
4mo He ObLI0 HUKO20, KMO Gbl MO2 HOMOUb C
pacxodamu Ha e20 NOXOPOHbL.

A noseonun e Eepeiickoe bnazomseopu-mensHoe
Ioxoponnoe Biopo. N. 6win docmotino noxoponen 8
coomeemcmeuu ¢ espetickoli mpaouyuei. Pagsun
HFBA HanonHun ROXopoHsi GONbUUM 3HAYEHUEM 8
21a3ax HEMHOZOYUCTICHHbIX NPUCYMCBYIOUJUX,
00BACHUB CYMb NPOUCXO0AUE20 C MOYKU 3DEHUS.
e6pelicko20 3aKoHa.

Ecnu 6v1 ne Eepeiickoe Brazomeopumensroe
Iloxopounoe Biopo, s 6t He 3Han kak nowous N.

Paseun Awep Beiin
Eepeiicxuil Llenmp Marxemen buu
Bpyxnun, Horo-Hopk

M3 ncropun Espeiickoro BiarorsopureabHoro
Toxoponsoro Biopo (HFBA)

B 1889 r. rpynmna eBpelickux GH3HECMECHOB
amKkeHasu, npoxwuBasimx B Hikuem Hcr-Caiine,
paiioHe CpeIOTOUCHHS eBPEHCKOH XKI3HHA B AMEpUKE,
3aperucrpuposaia Espeiickoe biarorBopurenmsaoe
IToxoponnoe Bropo (HFBA). Ero nepBoHa4aibHEIM
Ha3HAYEHHEM OBUIO «OKa3aHUE IOMOIIH
HYXIAIOIUMCS WISHAM OOIIMHEI B CITyJae HX
6OJIE3HH, TSKETIOTO IIOIOXKEHNS, CMEPTH».

TspKeJIble YCIOBHS TPY/a, aHTHCAHUTAPHA, IIOX0E
MEIUIHUHCKOE OOCITy)KHBAHHE SBIIUIACH IPHIMHOH
BBICOKO} CMEPTHOCTH; a 6STHOCTB HE MO3BOJISIIA
MHOTHM €BpesM IOXOPOHHTH OIM3KHX B
COOTBETCTBHH C eBpefickoit Tpamumueit. Jhiomei
XOPOHWIX B MacCOBBIX MOTHJIaX HA rOPOACKOM
xnanbmme. B 1892 r. EBpeiickoe
Brnarorsoputensaoe [Toxoporaoe Bropo (HFBA)
prodpeno yJacTok 3emim Ha CreiiTeH Ainenze st
opraHu3aIuy nepsoro kranduma Cansep Jleiik, ¢
TeM YTOOBI KK/BIH eBpeit, He3aBUCHMO OT
MAaTEPHAIBHOTO IOJIOXKEHNs, OBLI IIOXOPOHEH B
COOTBETCTBHH C eBpefickoit Tpamumueit. B 1909 r.
Bropo nprolpeito coceiHui YIaCTOK 3EMIIH IS
Kinan6mma Maynt Pramonn, riae npousBoasTes
3aXOPOHEHMS M B HACTOAIIEE BPEMIL.

B 1916 r. EBpeiickoe barorBopurensHoe
IToxopornoe bropo 3assmio, 9to HacuutsBaeT 4000
YIEHOB, ¥ YTO ¢ MOMeHTa ocHoBaHHs HFBA HM onuu
eBpeii He OBLI IOXOPOHEH Ha TOPOACKOM KiIaa0HIIe.

Jlonops! EBpeiickoro biarorsopurens-HOro
IToxoponHOTO BIOpO MOTYT rOPAMTHCS TEM, YTO
TIPOZIOJDKAIOT OJ1aropo[HYI0 MHCCHIO MaTepHAIBHON
TIOJYICPIKKA MOTPEOCHAST HEUMYIIAX €BPCEB.



We are pleased to announce
that the following names have
been added to our

Leave Your Mark

Donor Plaque in the
WeinbergChapel at

Mt. Richmond Cemetery:

four grave markers for unmarked graves for $600.

Donald R. Coran
Joseph Gershenov
Saul Miller
Ilgor Muntyan
Jacob and Michelle Plotsker
James P. and Emilia C. Roberts

Barbara and Marvin Schwartz

Please consider adding your name by sponsoring

Chesed Shel Emet — How You Can Help

ePlace HFRA tzedakah boxes in a house of :

shiva or in your home, school or local kosher
restaurant.

e Celebrate a simcha or commemorate a loss
with HFBA cards. Cards cost $10 and can

include a personalized message.

o Enroll a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah

Circle” by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your

guests. The generous child who shares his/her
- o Arrange for kaddish to be said for the eleven

simcha in this way receives a framed certificate.

* Donate your property, used vehicle or boat to
HEBA.

eEstablish an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guar-

anteed income and tax benefits, these plans
ensure that HEBA's promise of a Jewish burial

to future generations of indigent Jews will be

fulfilled.

* Remember HFBA in your will with a bequest.

* A donation sent with the appropriate infor-
mation will ensure that HFRA will send out a
Yahrzeit reminder letter.

e “Leave Your Mark” by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for $150 and
you will receive a framed certificate. Sponsor
four markers and a plaque with your name will
be added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel
at Mt. Richmond Cemetery:.

month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

eEstablish a Perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your

loved one for a $180 donation.

eSponsor Perpetual Grave Care for an
indigent’s grave for $500.

* Help out today by sending a donation

in the enclosed envelope.

As always, we welcome your comments.
Please write to us at: 224 W. 35th St., Room 300, New York, NY 10001,
call (212) 239-1662 or email us at: info@hebrewfreeburial.org
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