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was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA has
interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two ceme-
teries. HFBA is also committed to retrieving
the identities of those interred and is
attempting to provide a gravestone for
each unmarked grave.
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ELDER ABUSE

ecent articles in the New York Times, prominently featured on

the first page, described the alleged abuse of a well-known 104-
year old New York City philanthropist and socialite. Among the
allegations, made by the victim’s grandson against his own father,
was that the woman was being denied proper care, was deprived of
medication, had her expenses curtailed despite her wealth and,
most revealingly and emotionally abusive, was separated from her
beloved dogs, her companions of over a decade.

The AARP Bulletin (June, 2006) has reported that elder abuse has
reached alarming proportions with the estimate that between
1 and 3 million adults over the age of 65 have been “injured,
exploited or otherwise mistreated by someone on whom they
depend for care or protection.” Other statistics put the number at
5% of the elderly. As the population ages, elder abuse has become
more and more of an emerging problem.

Elder abuse can take many forms, from actual physical violence to
threats of violence, verbal and emotional abuse or neglect.
Caregivers, or others on whom the elderly depend, may threaten
to “put away” the elderly relative, isolate them socially, hide mail,
take away the telephone, prevent access to family and friends or
withhold medication. To establish mental control, they may
patronize, humiliate, instill feelings of guilt, make or override deci-
sions, disregard concerns or medical conditions. Although most
cultures, including Judaism, mandate a reverence for the elderly, it
is an unfortunate truth that they are among the most defenseless
and exploited in society. And because this abuse often involves
family members, it has been largely hidden.

The elderly may suffer neglect because they live far from relatives




THOUGHTS FOR CHANUKAH

he concept of tikkun olam includes the assumption that every person is

responsible for “repairing” this broken world. As the Chanukah flames
illuminate our homes and our hearts, let us all rededicate ourselves to
creating a true Jewish society—one without homelessness, poverty, lack of
medical care and lack of services for the mentally ill. Until the coming of
the Messiah, let the Temple be represented by a merciful, just society in
which every human being is afforded full dignity in life and in death.

ELDER ABUSE

who may be detached or unconcerned and they are unable to care for themselves. Worse, they may suffer
active neglect and abuse when people on whom they depend do not care for their physical and emotional
needs, or exploit them financially. There have been many cases of older people, having worked hard and
saved for old age, becoming indigent at the end of their lives because of unscrupulous “caregivers.” It is
clear that “elder abuse, neglect and exploitation have no boundaries and cross all racial, social class, gender
and geographic lines” (Rep. Peter T. King, NY Times, July 27, 2006).

SIGNS OF ELDER ABUSE INCLUDE:

Evidence of malnourishment, dehydration or bruises
Stained or torn clothing, ill-kempt appearance
Tearful, anxious or excessively passive behavior
Reluctance to discuss home life

Restrictions on leaving home or using the telephone
Abrupt changes in financial arrangements

Onset of depression, sadness or fear

It is important for members of the community to watch out for those vulnerable citizens who may need
help. If someone complains of abuse, or if there is a strong suspicion of abuse, call the Department for the
Aging or the local police precinct immediately.

UPON REQUEST, A COPY OF OUR ANNUAL REPORT MAY BE OBTAINED FROM OUR OFFICE,
224 W. 35TH STREET, ROOM 300, NEW YORK, NY 10001 OR FROM THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL, CHARITIES BUREAU, 120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NY 10271.



DID YOU KNOW?

Only Jews are buried in Jewish cemeteries. This
has caused controversy recently because of the
high rate of intermarriage.

Although suicides used to be refused burial in
the main part of a Jewish cemetery, today
suicides are defined as victims of mental illness
and they are afforded the full rites of mourning
and burial.

Embalming and cremation are strictly prohibited
by traditional Jewish law.

A recent common question to rabbis has been
whether those with tattoos or piercings may be
buried in Jewish cemeteries. Although this form
of “decorating” the body has traditionally been
proscribed by Jewish law as a form of mutila-
tion, those whose bodies have been so treated,
may be buried in a Jewish cemetery.

Members of the priestly class, kohanim, avoid
proximity to the dead, even in funeral parlors
and cemeteries. This rule does not apply if the
kohain is mourning his own parent, sibling,
spouse or child.

Amputated limbs must be buried, either in a
separate space or with the body if not previous-
ly interred.

Earth from the Holy Land of Israel is included in
the casket.

If a casket is used for burial, it must be plain
wood, usually pine. In Israel, sheets enwrap the
body without the use of a casket.

Rather than sending flowers, friends of the
mourners are encouraged to give tzedakah
(charity) in memory of the deceased.

People are wished a “life of 120 years” because
that was the lifespan of Moses, the great
prophet and leader of the Jewish people.

s. W. had suffered from mental illness for

many years and lived with her boyfriend, T.,
who was similarly afflicted. Their house was
home to 23 cats. A year after T. committed suicide,
the bank repossessed the home which Ms. W. had
assumed was fully owned by T. Faced with the
prospect of homelessness, concern about what
would happen to her cats, and in despair, Ms. W.
committed suicide, leaving no survivors. HFBA
performed the funeral and burial.

hen Mrs. C. died after a lengthy stay in a

nursing home, the social worker contacted
the local chevra kadisha (burial society) which
refused to bury her because she had had no
denominational affiliation, even though she was
unquestionably Jewish. Unfortunately, this
situation is not uncommon. HFBA is the only
organization in the New York metropolitan area
which will arrange for a traditional Jewish burial
for any Jew, and we buried Mrs. C. with dignity
and respect..

s. M. had advanced terminal cancer and yet
arranged for HFBA to bury her mother upon
her mother’s death. One month later, HFBA buried
Ms. M. after she herself succumbed to her illness.



THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS...

... who give of themselves clearing our cemeteries and working in our office. As one of the students from
Stella K. Abraham High School For Girls said, “It is a great accomplishment to be able to give knowing that
you won’t receive in return.” Thank you to:

...FOR RAKING LEAVES AND CLEARING DEBRIS AT SILVER LAKE CEMETERY THIS FALL

Students from North Shore
Hebrew Academy Middle School

Students and parents from
SAR Academy

Students from
Stella K. Abraham
High School for Girls

Sudents from Davis Renov Stahler Students from Rambam Mesivta
Yeshiva High School for Boys

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER IN OUR OFFICE OR ARE PART OF A GROUP WILLING TO WORK AT OUR CEMETERIES,
PLEASE CALL HFBA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AMY KOPLOW AT (212) 239-1662.



THE RUSSIAN DIGEST, TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED, APPEARS BELOW.

O 310ynoTpedJeHnH §eCNOMONTHOCTLIO NOKUAbIX JI0IeH.
B nmocnenHee BpeMs B Me4aTH MOSIBUNOCH MHOTO cTaTell 00 y4acTUBIIUXCS clyvasx 370ynoTpebaeHus

6eCTOMOILHOCTBI0 MOKHUIBIX MoAel. 1o HEKOTOPBIM OLIEHKaM, OT Pa3IMUHOTO poaa 310YNOTpedaeHUH cTpataeT
oT | 10 3 MHUJITHOHOB CTAPUKOB, KOTOPHIC CTAHOBATCA KEPTBAMH (PU3NYESCKOTO HACUITHA, IMOITMOHAITLHOTO
JaBIeHus] v GUHAHCOBBIX MaXHMHAIUHA CO CTOPOHBI JIUL, OT KOTOPBIX ITH MOXKHIIbIC MIOIU 3aBUCAT. [10CKOIBKY
JIOJISL TTOJKUITBIX JIFOJIEH B OOLIEeH YUCIEHHOCTH HACEIICHUS BCe BO3PACTAET, 3II0YIOTpeOIeHHe UX
6eCMOMOILHOCTBI0 CTAHOBUTCA Bee Hollee HacyIHOMH MpobaeMoil, KOTopas MOKET NPOSABIATECS B BULE U30MSLHH
TIOKHUIIOTO YeJIOBEKa OT OKPYIKAIOIIUX, €r0 IICHXONIOTHYECKOTO KOHTPOIIA (KaK TO: YHIDKEHWS U 3aMyTHBAHUA),
UTHOPUPOBAHUS €r0 HYKI U MeAHLIUHCKHX MPoOIeM U naxke GH3HUECKOTO HACUIIHS Hal HUM.

OTa npobrieMa He 3aBUCHUT OT PAaCOBOM, HALIMOHANIBLHON, TEPPUTOPHANBHOM, MOJOBON MITH COLHATEHOM
TPUHANIE)KHOCTH JkepTBBl. Ecnu Brl omo3peBaeTe, 4To MOXKUIION YeTOBEK ABASETCS KEePTROI PU3HUECKOTO
HACUITUSL, YMOI[HOHANIBLHOTO AaBJIeHHs! WIU (PUHAHCOBBIX MaXHHAIWI{, MBI pEeKOMEHIyeM HeMe UIEHHO 3BOHUTD B
TIOJTULIMEO WK TOPOJICKOE YTIPABICHHUE IO IEAM ITOXKUIIBIX.

Lns necuacmuoix sHcepme 3n0ynompebiIeull, TUMUBIMUXC C8OUX NOCIeOHUx coepexcenuil, Eepeiickoe
Hoxoponnoe Bropo obecneuum 00cmoiiHvie NOXOPOoHbl § COOMEEMCMBUU C €6PElCKOt mpaduyuetl, ¢ mem, Yymooul
daokce MOM, KIMO 8 CUTY MPAUYECKUX 00CMOAMelbCme Obll TUeH O0CMOUNbIX YCIO8UI MCU3HIL, He OblT 306l 6
MOMEHM YX00a 6 UHOU MUp.

HekoTopble MBICJIH B IPeABEPHH XAHYKH

[puHIIn muxys onam (CUCIPaBICHUE MUPA») TIOIPA3YMEBAET, UTO KAMHCObIl YEIOBEK B OTBETE 32
COBEPILEHCTBOBaHUE 3TOTO MUpa. B JHU, KOTHa XaHyKaJlbHbIe OTHU OCBELIAIOT HAllM AOMa U cepAala, JapaiTe
MOCBATHM ce0s1 CO3AaHHIO HAaCTOALIEN €BpeHCKONH OOIIUHBI — 03 OeIHBIX, O€3TOMHBIX, 00€300CHHEIX,
JIMIIEHHBIX METUIIMHCKOTO 00cmykuBaHus 1 yxona. Korma npumer Maiuax, 6yaeT oTcTpoeH XpaM. A moka...
NYCTb CHMBOJIOM M BOIUIOLIeHHeM XpaMa OyIeT CpaBellIIBOe U MUJIOCEPIHOe OOIECTRO, I'JIe KaXKIbIH YeIOBEK
MOKET KUTh U YMEPETh JOCTOMHO.

3unaere au Bol, 4T0...

® Ha eBpelicknxX Knaaduilax XOpoHAT TONBLKO €BPEEB.

® [licTopuuecky, Ha CBPEMCKUX KJIaI0ULIaX HE XOPOHUIIM T€X, KTO COBEPIIMI CaMOYOHIICTRO.
Ho B HacTosnee Bpems, KOTJa MPUMUHY CaMOyOMIHCTBA BUAAT B ICHXOJIOTHYECKUX ITpodiieMax /
TICUXHATPHYECKIX 3a00JICBAHUAX, CAMOYOHI1I XOPOHAT B COOTBETCBHM C €BPEHCKOM Tpaauuueil,
coOmonas Bce 00psIbL.

® Espeiickuii 3aKOH CTPOTO 3anpemniaeTr Oab3aMHPOBAHUE U KPEMHPOBAHUE.

® Jlns noxopoH (B wrate Hpro-Mopk) nenonps3yercs npocToit qepeBsHHbIi 1pos.

® Mgl 0OBIYHO XKeJlaeM APYT APYTY TOKUTH 110 120 net (IIOCKOIBKY CTOBKO JeT Mpoxuil Mouceii —
BEJIMKUIT IPOPOK U AMJIep eBPeHCKOro Hapo1a).

® Ha eBpeﬁCKHX KJ]a)I6I/IH_[aX HE BO3JIATAIOTCA UBETHI, MHOTHME KJIAJYT Had MMAMATHUK HebGobiHe
KaMylIKH. B naMsa1b 00 yMepliux oObIMHO PEKOMEHIAYETCS Ie/IaTh HOXKEPTBOBAHUS Ha
OnaroTBOpUTEIbHBIE LEIH (B pasMepe ToH CyMMBI, KOTOpY10 Bel Obl X0Te/U IIOTPAaTUTh HA LBETHI).

® Espeiickue K1aa0HIIA 3aKPHITEL 10 cy000TaM M BO BpeMsl €BpelCKHX PETMTHO3HBIX [IPA3JHUKOB.
OOBIYHO MBI HOCEIAEM MOTHIIBI POJHBIX U OJIM3KUX B FOAOBIIHHY UX CMEPTH, a TAKKE B IIEPHO
mexry Pom-Xamaua u Mom-Kumypom.

Homomb HFBA: n3 Hammnx apxuBos.

W. Ha TIPOTAKEHUM MHOTHX JIET UMEJIa CCPhE3HBIC IICHXOJIOTHIECKUE TpoOaeMel. OHa )KHila CO CBOMM APYTOM
T., KOTOpBIH UMeJT aHANOTUYHBIE TPOOJIEMBI, B €ro YaCTHOM JOME, I'Ie OHU Janu npuioT 23 kowkam. [Tocre
TOT0, KaK T. HOKOHYMII XKU3Hb CAMOYOUHCTBOM, €TI0 J0M Iepellell B COOCTBEHHOCTh OaHka, o yeM W. He 3HaJIA.
Korma 310 €ii cTano H3BeCTHO, 00ECIIOKOeHHasi CYyARO0N KOIIEK H TeM, UTO OHA CaMa MOKET CTaTh 0€310MHOM, W.
BITajia B OTYAAHUE U TIOKOHYMIA ¢ co0oil. VY Hee He Obuno ponnsix. EBpetickoe [Toxoponnoe bropo (HFBA)
NOXOpoHUJI0 W. B COOTBETCBUU C €BpeiCKOMN Tpaauuueil.




We are pleased to announce that the JACOB AND GILA BURGIDA
following names have been added to our

BRENDA ELISHIS

L eave Your I\/Iark JOE AND SHERI FISCH
Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel ALV AR SISO IS A A5
at Mt. Richmond Cemetery: LILA AND RUBIN GOLDBERG

STEVEN AND NARALIE HASMAN
LAWRENCE J. HELLMAN
SUSAN AND DR. RICHARD KALISH
ERICA ZUCKER

PLEASE CONSIDER ADDING YOUR NAME
BY SPONSORING FOUR GRAVE MARKERS
FOR UNMARKED GRAVES FOR $600.

CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with HFBA cards. Cards cost $10 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to HFBA.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed income and
tax benefits, these plans ensure that HFBAs promise of a Jewish burial to future generations of
indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMEBER to include HFBA in your will with a bequest.
CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual Yahrzeit reminder for your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK™ by sponsoring a grave marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of $150 and you
will receive a framed certificate. Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name will be added to our ros-
ter at the Weinberg Chapel at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven month mourning period following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your loved one for a donation of $180.
SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave for $600.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELORPE.




