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Dear member of the HFBA community:

There are too many Americans, including Jews, living : a beggar on the subway, or eyeing a homeless person

in poverty. - sleeping in a cardboard box.
There are too many Jews living on the edge, isolated HFBA invites you to visit our cemeteries where
from the embrace of the Jewish community. . the history of Jewish poverty, as well as of Jewish
This has historically been true, and remains true in immigration to New York, can be read on the
America today. . tombstones. You will see grave markers for those who
Although the Torah and subsequent rabbinic - died in epidemics, in accidents and from diseases that
writings exhort Jews to take care of the poor and - have now, thankfully, been eradicated. Victims of the
disadvantaged, and the Jewish community has created  : Spanish flu and the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire rest among
many organizations to do so, it is also the case that . our graves. Babies who did not survive infancy, girls
many Jews will never meet a “poor Jew” They willnot | and boys who did not survive childhood, are among the
join us at our Shabbat table or Pesach seder. They will . many buried in these sacred grounds. More recently,
not sit next to us in shul. . many refugees from the Former Soviet Union have been
For most American Jews, memories of poverty have | buried by HFBA. Occasionally, as you walk the grounds,
vanished with the passing of our ancestors. Our contact : you will spot the grave of a relative of a now well-
with the poor is limited to writing a check, stuffing . known person, or one who merited his own New York
some dollar bills in a pushka, giving some change to ...continued on page 4

" Save the Datel HFBA's Parshat Chayei Sara Visit and
Community Chesed Day at Silver Lake Cemetery EtRee

926 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY and C/?Gf
Sunday, October 27, 2013 - 10AM-12PM debris.

Weather permitting. The most up to date information
will be posted at www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial SILVER LAKE CEMETERY contains 13,600 graves dating
from 1892 to 1909.

These sacred and historic grounds are both a memorial
and an educational site, providing a rare glimpse of late
19th and early 20th century Jewish immigration history.

We are currently raising funds for a much-needed

restoration of the cemetery.
(If you would like to visit on another day, please call the HFBA office.)

N

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the
only agency in the NY metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a
dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



The following essay by a thirteen year old student
describing her eighth grade community service
experiences appeared in the online issue of the
May 21% edition of the Solomon Schechter School
of Queens Newsletter.

“All year long the eighth grade has been taking
community service trips. This week we went to Silver
Lake Cemetery in Staten Island. We had this very kind

when money is tight, you should be able to depend

on these nonprofit organizations to help. In Judaism

a proper burial is a very important matter. When
cleaning up a cemetery you have to be very careful to
not step on the graves. We packed up bags full of trash,
leaves, and lots and lots of twigs.

To understand how powerful and meaningful or how

man, Mr. Andrew Parver of the Hebrew
Free Burial Association, tell us the history
of the cemetery and why it is so important
to keep it looking presentable.

To my knowledge the cemetery has been
closed for 25 years, but the organization
continues its burials at Mount Richmond
Cemetery. Arriving at the cemetery

we looked at it as if it were a normal
cemetery. Mr. Sigal expressed to us how
sad it is not to be able to afford a proper
burial. After you die you expect that your

family will be able to make arrangements for you. But

~@ In the Mail

“I am writing this short note of gratitude and
hope that you will share it with Helen and the
rest of your kind staff.

The service and burial was a dignified
and professional operation that brought E.’s
remains back to her blood family, religious
family, and city. The Rabbi was wonderful and
soothing.

Your services have provided people like us
with the ability to make the impossible possible
and to stem the tide of broken hearts.

Your organization enabled E. to make an
exodus out of the Texas desert to her promised
land.

For that I am most thankful to you and your
family of staff and volunteers for the sacred
work you do.

To say that your impressive efforts are
appreciated would be a gross understatement.”

G. R. (E’s husband)
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Volunteers from Solomon
Schechter School of Queens

emotional it really is you would have to

try it for yourselves. We were not feeding
people at a soup kitchen or interviewing
veterans from past wars, and to some it
may not be as exciting, but to me it was life
changing. It is one of the highest mitzvot
to do, when you do something for someone
and they can’t give you anything back in
return. [ saw many people becoming really
emotional like me when we saw some of
the names and dates on the graves. Overall,
it was a touching experience which will
stay with me for the rest of my life.”

Sasha Pezenik

HFBA receives many letters from people who have

had experience with our organization. Below are a few
recent examples. Client names have been changed to
protect confidentiality.

“I am writing to you as a fellow Jew and a physician. My long-

. term psychiatric outpatient D.D. died recently. He had no resources
. and no involved family. He was an unaffiliated, yet identified

. Jewish man who wanted a Jewish burial but had no means to pay

. forit. With the help of his hospice program at Calvary, he was

. hooked up with your program. On Sunday, he was buried and I had
. the honor of attending the burial and speaking a few words about

. him. I was extremely touched by the entire process. Rabbi Plafker

. was warm, gracious, and helped guide me through every step of

. the way. The Staten Island community was amazing. Jews from

- all walks of Jewish life came out to make a minyan in the pouring

' rainona Sunday morning. Because of your organization, Mr. D.

. received a proper burial complete with a minyan to say kaddish.

I cannot thank you, the organization, or Rabbi Plafker enough.

. I had no clue how to honor my patient’s wishes for a Jewish burial
. and your organization made it happen. Thank you again for

. everything! I plan to pass on your information to other healthcare
. providers and to my local, Jewish community. I have also made a

. donation in Mr. D/'s honor.”

Dr. N.S.



family with love and warmth and shared a room with

. his new big brother, Peter, 6 years old. At the time of his

. arrival, Nathan was unable to speak but he quickly began
. to imitate Peter, confirming suspicions that his lack of

. speech was due not to a physical problem, but to his

. previous dysfunctional family situation. Nathan thrived
. in the Dolmans’ home, although it became apparent that
. he did have some persistent cognitive problems.

After Mr. Dolman died and Mrs. Dolman developed

. Alzheimer’s Disease, Nathan took care of her until her

. death. He then moved into Peter’s apartment until his

. own tragic death from brain cancer at the age of forty

. three.

. Peter; lacking the financial resources to bury his
brother, contacted HFBA. He told us Nathan’s story and
. added that Nathan’s birth father had died of a drug

. overdose a year after Nathan was removed from the
home and that soon after, his birth mother was arrested
. as she walked down a Manhattan street with two large

. dogs and two guns drawn, never to be heard from again
Peter, distraught, cried as he stood at his brother’s

. funeral and watched Nathan'’s burial in HFBA’s Mount

. Richmond Cemetery. He had lost his friend, and his baby
. brother.

HFBA

Helps

HFBA helps many clients from troubled families
as well as many disabled, marginalized Jews.
An account of one of the past year’s most heart-
rending cases follows:

Nathan Pressman*was born to drug addicted parents
who neglected and abused him. Neighbors, alarmed
by the continual upheaval in the family, and spurred
by the incessant crying of a baby, called the police.
Investigators found a home in complete disarray

with a dozen cats and two German shepherds. The
apartment reeked of feces and urine. The child was
removed from his parents and Jewish Family Services
located a family, the Dolmans, who were interested

in adopting a sibling for their four birth children.

Nathan, 3 years old at the time, was welcomed into the *Names changed to protect confidentiality.

Q: If a limb is amputated prior to death and buried, must it be disinterred and
reburied with the body after the person dies?

A: Although it is preferable to do so, it is often not possible. Frequently the limb will
be buried in the grave reserved for the individual either under the spot where the
monument will go, or below the area where the casket will be buried.

O A

-
Mazal tov and
thank you to...

Mrs. Anne Brandstein
who celebrated her 90th

From the Bible

In Deuteronomy, the last book of the Torah, the Israelites are
exhorted to “walk after the Lord, your G-d.” Commentators in
the Talmud (Sotah, 14a) explain that “walking” means to follow,

to imitate, the attributes of the Holy One. As G-d clothed Adam
and Eve, so should we clothe “the naked;” as G-d visited the sick
Abraham following his circumcision, so we, too, should visit the
sick; as G-d comforted Isaac after his father’s death, so should
we comfort mourners. And as G-d buried Moses in the valley of
Moav, so should we too bury the dead.

Being part of a holy nation which emulates G-d involves not
only ensuring the welfare of the living, but includes the sacred
tasks of mourning and burying the dead as well.

birthday this past summer.
Aloyal donor to HFBA, she
has also encouraged her
friends and family to make
HFBA one of their favorite
charities, too. We appreciate
her efforts on our behalf
and wish her many more
years of good health.




Save the Date!

Staten Island

Parshat Vayechi
Community Breakfast

Sunday, December 8
Young Israel of Staten Island

Guest speaker:
Rabbi Yitzchak
Etshalom

Details to follow

Dear Community Member
(continued from page 1)

Times obituary but had fallen on hard
times. None of these decedents had the
financial resources for a private burial.
All would have been consigned to
anonymity in a city cemetery had it not
been for HFBA.

The Torah portion of Chayei Sara,
which this year is read on Shabbat,
October 26, describes the first burial
recorded in Jewish lore. Abraham, the
first Jewish patriarch, buys land in
which to bury his beloved wife Sara,

a tomb that will eventually hold Isaac
and Rebecca and Jacob and Leah.
Some believe that Adam and Eve are
also buried there. On this Shabbat

in particular, we ask the members

of the tri-state Jewish community to
show their support for HFBA, the only
local organization which will bury
any needy Jew. We ask the Jewish
community to focus on the mitzvah of
chesed shel emet, according every Jew
a dignified Jewish burial. Regardless
of life’s circumstances, each individual
is created in “G-d’s image.” According
to Jewish law, the king and the pauper
deserve equal respect, the same
funeral rites marking their passing.

Following the custom of visiting the graves of loved ones during the
High Holy Day season, visiting hours at Mount Richmond Cemetery
are listed below:

JEWISH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: Fall 2013

Please note that the cemetery will be closing early on the day prior to
each festival.

ROSH HASHANA OPEN/CLOSE
Wednesday September 4 9AM-1:00 PM SHARP
Thursday September 5 CLOSED

Friday September 6 CLOSED

SUKKOT

Wednesday September 18 9AM-1:00 PM SHARP
Thursday September 19 CLOSED

Friday September 20 CLOSED

HOSHANA RABBAH

Wednesday September 25 9AM-1PM SHARP
SHMINI ATZERET - SIMCHAT TORAH

Thursday September 26 CLOSED

Friday September 27 CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on Yom Kippur, September 14 and Shmini Atzeret,
September 26.

The cemetery closes at 1 PM every Friday all year.

Silver Lake Cemetery will be open on Sunday, September 1
and Sunday, September 8 from 9 AM to 3:30 PM.

Npaduk paboTbl Knag6mwa Mt. Richmond
B eBpeinckue npasgHukmn: OceHb 2013 .

HOX(aHyﬁCTa IIOMHHUTE, YTO KJIa,E[6I/II.He 3dKPbIBAE€TCA PAHO HAKAHYHE
BCeX IMpa3gHHUKOB.

Cpena, 4 cenTA6ps
YeTBepr, 5 ceHTAOpsI
[IaTHULA, 6 CeHTAOPS

KaHyH HoBoro l'oga
HoBniii I'op,
Hossiii I'op,

€9:00 ytpa o 1:00 gHa
3aKpbITO
3aKpbITO

Cpena, 18 cenTsa6ps
YeTBepr, 19 ceHTAGpPS
[IaTHUL, 20 ceHTAGPS

KaHyH CyKKoTa
CyKkoT
CyKKoT

€9:00 ytpa o 1:00 gusa
3aKpbITO
3aKpbITO

Cpena, 25 ceHTsA6ps Xomiana Pa6a €9:00 ypa g0 1:00 gHs

YeTBepr, 26 ceHTAOGPS
[IaTHULI, 27 ceHTABPS

IMunu Anepet
Cumxat Topa

3aKpbITO
3aKpbITO

TloMHHa/IbHAsA MOJIUTBA UIKOP YUTaeTca B oM Kunmyp (14 centatps)
u Ha lllmunu Anepet (26 ceHTAODPs)

B Teuenue Bcero rozia o NATHULAM KJ1a/I0M1le 3aKPbIBACTCA POBHO
B yYac AHd. B cy660Ty kiia6ouie Bceria 3aKpbiTo Ha I11a66aTt.
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PYCCKWU

A” >[< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

HFBA nomoraeTr

HFBA nomozaem mHo2um u3 Heb61a20n0s1y4HbIX cemel, 8 MOM Hucsie
8CeMU NOKUHYMbIM U UHBA/IUOAM. Yicmopus 00H020 U3 Hauwux
NpoWwISI0200HUX K/TUEHMO08 0CO6eHHO mpozaem:

HataH MNpeccman® pogunca y poguteneii-HapKkoMaHoOB,
KoTopble He 3a60TUNNCL O PeGEHKE 1 N3AEBANNCH HAZ HUM.
Cocepfin, KOTopble 6blIN CBUAETENAMY NOCTOAHHBIX FPOMKMX CTblUeK
B 3TOW CeMbe 1 BO3MYLLUEHHbIE HeNnpeKpaLLaLMMCA niayem
peb&HKa, HakoHeL, Bbi3Banu nonavyuto. MprbbiBLUMe NonnLeicKme
O6HAPYKUNK B KBAPTMPE CTPALLUHbIN 6eCnopafoK, MeuyLLNXCs
[BeHaauaTb KOLLEK 1 BYX OBUYAPOK, 1 3anax Kana 1 Moun. PebeHok
6bln1 OTOOPAH Y poanTENei, N eBPENCKOe areHTCTBO Mo AeslamM
cemMbW HaLWo AfiA Hero cembto [lonMaHoB*, KoTopble cobupanuch
YCbIHOBUTb KOFO-TO, KTO CTasl 6bl MylagLumnmM 6paTtom Ansa nx
COBCTBEHHDIX YETbIPEX AETEN.

HoBas cembsa npuHana TpéxnetHero HataHa ¢ Tennom n
nio6oBbto. Ero nocenvnu B ogHomn KoMHarte ¢ [Mutepom, KoTopomy
6b110 B 3TO BpeMsa LwecTb. B nepBble AHM HaTtaH He pasrosapuisarn,
Ho, nogpakas Mutepy, 6bICTPO Hayunnca. Tak NOATBEPAUNOCH, UTO
OTCTaBaHwue B peun 6biNo BbI3BAHO YXKaCHOWN 06CTaHOBKOW B CEMbe
ero poguTenei, a He KakuM-nm6o dusmueckum gedektom. B cembe
[onmaHoB HaTaHy »K1nocb OTANYHO, XOTA Y HEro 1 octaBanacb
HeKoTOpas 3aeprKKa B Pa3BUTUN.

JonmaH-oTeL ymep, a y r-xv [JonmaH passunacb 6051e3Hb
Anburenmepa. HataH yxaxvBasn 3a cBOel MPUEMHOWN MaTepblo
o camon eé cmepTu. 3aTeM OH nepeexan K [Nutepy, rae v »un go
CBOeW KOHYMHbI OT paka MO3ra, B BO3pacTe COpoKa TPéx neT. Y
MuTepa 6blIN CTECHEHHbBIE 0OCTOATENBCTBA, Y OH 06PATMNCA 3a
nomoLypbto B HFBA. OH noBefan Ham uctopuito HataHa, fo6aBus,
4TO BUONOIMYECKUIA OTeL, TOrO CKOHYaNCA OT Nepefo3npoBKN
HapKOTUKOB CMyCTA rof nocse nepesfa HataHa Kk lonmaHam, a
MaTb BCKOpe bblna apecToBaHa pasrynunsaBLLEN No ropoay ¢ AByMA
60nbLWMMN cOBaKaMM 1 3aPAXKEHHDBIM OPY>KMEM, U C YTO TeX Mop
HUKTO O Hel He Cbllarn.

Bo Bpemsa noxopoH Ha npviHagnexatwem HFBA knagbuie
MayHT Prumong Nutep nnakan, ctosa pagom ¢ morunon HataHa,
BeAb OH MNOTePAN Apyra 1 CBOEro niobrMoro MnagLero 6para.

* UMeHa uameHeHbl

3aHecuTe 3TOT AIeHb B CBOW KaneHgapb !

Korpa B cvHarorax umtatoT HefienbHyto rnasy Topbl «Xael Capay,
HFBA npoBounT O6LWMHHbBIN AeHb MUIOCePAMA K YCOMLIMM, KOrAa
[06POBOMbLbI PacUMLLAIOT 1 yOMpatoT TeppuTopuio Knagbuia.

ne: knapbue Cunbep Jlenk (Ha CreiiTeH AneHp)

Korga: B BockpeceHbe 27-ro okTs6pa 2013 r,, ¢ 10:00 yTpa o
nonyaHa

KNAOBULLE CUIIbBEP NENK — 310 13,600 €BpeiicKmnx Morun
C faTaMu 3axopoHeHun mexgy 1892 n 1909 rogamu. 31o n
CBALLEHHaA 4S9 Hac 3eM1A, 1 MeCTo, FAe MOXKHO 13yyYaTb CTOPUID
eBpencKon nMmurpauum Ha pybexe 19-ro n 20-ro Bekos. B
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HacTosALlee BpeMA Mbl cObrpaem cCpeACTBa AnA HEOOXOAVMBIX
paboT No pacumcTke 1 BOCCTAHOBMEHMIO 3TOrO Knagouiya.

Morpe6eHne Teppopucra

HekoTopble JOHOPbI 3afal0T HaM BOMPOC O norpebeHnm
TepPOpPUCTa, yCTPOMBLLETO B3PbiB BO BPeMA 60CTOHCKOro
MapadoHa. [azeTbl COOOLMAN, YTO MOXOPOHHOMY JOMY,
3aHVIMaBLUEMYCA NOXOPOHaMK, MeCTHble Knagbuiya oTkasanu B
MecTe norpebeHus. B ntore pofHom Aaaa NpecTyrnHuKa 3abpan
Teno ana norpebeHns, Ckasas YTo XOTb €ro POACTBEHHMK BUHOBEH,
«KaXAblVi YCOMLLUIA 3aCIy>KUBAET OblTb MOXOPOHEHbIM.

A uto roBopwT [anaxa - cBOA €BPENCKMX 3aKOHOB — MO AaHHOMY
nosogy?

PaBBMHbI Monarany, YTo 3anoBefb «Bo3M00M 6NMKHErO Kak
ceba camoro» 1 ybexpaeHue, 4To BCe Nofmn Co3AaHbl No obpasy u
nopo6uto Be-BbiWHero, pacnpoCcTpaHATCA AaXke Ha OCYKAEHHBIX
NPecTyMHUKOB NOC/Ie NX CMePTU. VIX XOPOHAT COrnacHo Tpagmumm,
C cob0aeHEeM OCHOBHbIX 06PALOB, XOTA CEMbA U He CMANT
By (cemb AHel ckop6u). OfHaKO Ka3HEHHbBIX NPECTYNMHUKOB
He XOPOHWNW PAJOM C POLACTBEHHMKAMM UM B OCHOBHOW YacTu
Knapoéuwwa. MyapeLibl FoBOPUNN: «HeNb3A XOPOHUTb 3/10f€€B PAAOM
C npaBefHUKaMu». Tex ntoaen, uby AeaHNs eBpeickas obLwmnHa
NPOKIANA, XOPOHMAN NGO Ha OTAENbHBIX KNaabuLLax, Moo Ha
0CObbIX yyacTKax obLwux Knagowiy,.

B Haww aHW B Mi3panne ecTb ocobble Knapbulla ana
norpe6eHnsa TeppPOPUCTOB-UHOCTPAHLIEB. DTO OTPaKaeT
€BPEeWICKYI0 MO3MLIMIO, YTO XOTA AeAHNA HEKOTOPbIX JIAEN YKacCHbI,
OTHOLLIEHUE K H/M KaK K NtoAAaM coxpaHaeTca. Teno nioboro
yerioBeKa 0SKHO 6bITb NorpebeHo C AOCTOMHCTBOM 1 YBaXKeHMeM
K CMepTu.

Bonpocbi n oTBeTbI

Bonpoc: Ecnuy uenoBeka npu Xm3Hu 6bina amnyTMpoBaHa 1
norpe6eHa KOHEUYHOCTb, HYXKHO JIY NOC/Ie ero CMePTU BblKarbiBaTb
3TY KOHEYHOCTb 1 MorpebaTb BMecTe C Teflom?

OTBeT: X0TA 3TO NPeAnoYTUTENBHO, YaCTO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO.
o BO3MOXXHOCTM KOHEYHOCTb 3aKarblBatoT B MOrune,
3ape3epBUPOBAHHON 3a CEMbEN ;)aHHOIO YesioBekKa: N1Mbo nop
MecToMm ByayLiero Haarpobus, nnMbo nog nowaakon, rae 6yaet
HaxoauTbcA rpob.

Mol >xenaem Hawileli espelickoli o6WuHe cHacmeos u
300poebs 8 Hoeom l0dy u mupa Ha 3emne !

CyLIJ,ECTByeT APEBHAA 1 NOYNTaeMaA Tpaamumna — nocewlatb
MOTUJTbl POAHBIX 1 6/IN3KIMX BO BPEMS TOPXKECTBEHHbIX EBPENCKUX
npa3sgHnKoB. |-|0>KaJ'IyI7ICTa, Ha CTpaHuue 4 03HaKoMbTeCb C
pacnucaHvem paboTbl Hawero Knagbuvia MayHT PuumoHng,.



Chesed Shel
Emet -

HOW YOU
CAN HELP

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven month mourning
period following a death of a relative or friend for a donation of $360.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a bequest.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or Charitable Trust Plan.
In addition to the guaranteed income and tax benefits, these plans
ensure that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future generations
of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with HFBA cards.
Cards cost $18 and can include a personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by suggesting a
gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous child who shares his/her
simcha in this way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of a burial society or
family plot and are located in New York or New Jersey, please consider
donating them to HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow group members,
or family at our cemeteries as part of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old talleisim for use as part of the dress for deceased
men who HFBA will be called upon to bury.

USE your clerical skills in our midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area that can help us.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat and receive a generous
tax donation.
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We wish
the HFBA
community

a happy,
healthy

New Year in
a peaceful
world.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was
formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower East Side
by a group of philanthropic and community-
minded Jews who were committed to burying
their indigent dead according to Jewish tradition,
rather than having them buried in a mass grave
in City Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has
interred over 60,000 Jews in its two cemeteries.
HFBA is also committed to retrieving the
identities of those interred and is attempting to
provide a gravestone for each unmarked grave.
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PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



