HFBA MISSION
S TAT E M E N T
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed
shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.
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THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were committed to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA has
interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two cemeteries. HFBA is also committed to retrieving
the identities of those interred and is
attempting to provide a gravestone for
each unmarked grave.
For more information about how you can
help please see page 8.
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JEWISH MOURNING
PRACTICES

J

ewish law and tradition mandate very specific ways of caring for
the deceased. The overriding principle is kavot hamet (respect for the
dead) from the moment of death until the body is buried. The community’s chevra kadisha (literally, “holy society”) is entrusted with the
preparation of the body for burial. The funeral takes place as close to
the time of death as possible, preferably within 24 hours.
After death has been determined, the chevra is called upon to ensure
that the deceased is covered and is never left alone. Autopsies are
done only under unusual circumstances and embalming is forbidden
as is cremation.

The members of the chevra perform the tahara (ritual cleansing) of the
body which is done with utmost modesty and respect by men for
men, and by women for women. After cleansing, the body is clothed
in white linen, cotton or muslin shrouds, consisting of a full set of
clothes- headcover, shirt, trousers, caat (or kittel) and belt. Men are
also dressed in a tallit (prayer shawl). The body is placed into a plain
wood coffin.
“The Jewish funeral is a starkly simple, but emotionally meaningful,
farewell to the deceased,” as Rabbi Maurice Lamm states in The Jewish
Way in Death and Mourning. The garments of the primary mourners
(spouse, children, siblings, parents) are torn with a small tear as a
CONTINUED ON PAGE
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THOUGHTS
FOR PASSOVER

O

ne of the foremost Jewish values is the giving
of charity which in Hebrew is tzedakah, literally translated as “righteousness.” This implies that
both the act of giving, as well as the giver himself,
is “righteous,” meaning honorable and just.

The Passover seder begins with an invitation to all to
participate, especially those who need a place to eat
and drink. In that spirit, let us commit ourselves to
many acts of tzedakah, not only to benefit the recipient, but to ennoble us as well.

ARE YOU PREPARED?
health care proxy is the legal agent who makes decisions in place of the “principal,” in this case, an
“incompetent” patient. He can be guided by the living
will which is a statement by the principal as to how
he would want to be treated in the event of serious,
possibly or probably, terminal, illness.

A

lthough it is difficult to face one’s own mortality, it is important to prepare as much as possible
for the inevitable. As people live longer, more attention is being directed to the medical, legal and ethical
issues surrounding the end of life.
Professionals recommend that individuals should
arrange to have the following “advance directives:”

Power of Attorney: A legal document granting an
“agent” the power to handle various financial affairs.
It is especially important in the case of mental or
physical incapacitation or incompetence. Power of
attorney ceases to be in effect upon death of an individual and does not provide for burial directions.

A health care proxy and living will: Different versions of the living will may be accessed on the internet. There are also halachic living wills (www.jlaw.com,
www.rabbis.org) which conform to Jewish law. The

“Pre-need” funeral arrangements: This may be
arranged with a funeral director or with HFBA if one
meets certain income eligibility guidelines. An escrow
account is set up based on current funeral prices
which guarantees that the monies will exist for an
eventual burial. This is especially important if one
anticipates the eventuality of residing in a nursing
home, of applying for Medicaid or of having no nextof-kin to make arrangements. For more information,
please call the HFBA office.
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HFBA
HELPS

al home there, drove the deceased to New York
where HFBA arranged for his burial. Peter’s cousin
in France contacted her son in Brooklyn who
arranged for a minyan at the cemetery.

HFBA deals with a tremendous variety of cases.
Below are samples of the stories of the people we
help.

K

aren G. had been mentally ill, was a ward of
the state, and had resided in a variety of mental health facilities for the past 15 years. She died,
leaving no assets and no family. Coincidentally, at
the same time HFBA was applying to the office of
the Public Administrator for permission to bury her,
our cemetery staff had received an order of stones
for the Leave Your Mark campaign. As the stones
were being unloaded, the staff recognized that the
last name on one of the stones was the same as the
burial scheduled for the next day. Checking our
records, we realized that the two were siblings and
that some years ago, Karen had authorized her
brother’s burial in the HFBA’s Mount Richmond
Cemetery. HFBA buried Karen near her brother.

P

eter S., a young chef living in Pennsylvania,
committed suicide, leaving no immediate family.
His friend, a funeral director for a non-Jewish funer-

Note: Although traditionally suicides were buried in a special part of a Jewish cemetery, contemporary Jewish legal
scholars have ruled more permissively endorsing the view
that suicide is a result of severe mental illness

I

lene’s mother, a survivor of Bergen-Belsen,
brought her to the U.S. where Ilene became
bedridden with a severe form of multiple sclerosis
while in her twenties. At the age of fifty-six, Ilene
died and was taken to a non-Jewish funeral home.
The funeral director there, recognizing that Ilene’s
surname was Jewish, thought that this was a case
for a Jewish funeral home. He called a local rabbi
who he remembered from a previous job, and this
rabbi then contacted HFBA. We were told that Ilene
had a cousin in Israel, who we called. He informed
us that a cousin from the Netherlands was on his
way to spend Passover with Ilene. HFBA retrieved
Ilene’s remains and instead of spending the holiday
with her, the Dutch cousin attended her funeral at
our Mount Richmond Cemetery.

T

his article appeared in The New
York Times on March 13, 1916. It
describes one moving case, Nathan
Cohen “known as the man without a
country, who spent the last years of
his life on a liner traveling from port to
port because no nation would allow a
man in his state of health to land.”
HFBA told the Times that since its
inception, “no Jew has been buried in Potters
Field.” The organization had 4000 members in 1916 and 500
attended the annual meeting as reported by the Times.
To read the original article online please go to:
http://tinyurl.com/hfba1916
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HFBA’S INAUGURAL
RUSSIAN CULTURAL EVENT

O

n February 22, 2009,
HFBA hosted a cultural
event for the Russian community in commemoration of our
120 years of service to the
immigrant community. Russian
visual artists exhibited their
work and several well-known
Russian poets read their poetry
to an enthusiastic, appreciative
audience.
HFBA was proud to highlight
the cultural contributions of
New York’s dynamic Russian
Jewish community!
Vladimir Efraimson reads from his work.

“CHESED DAY” AT
SILVER LAKE CEMETERY
Please join us to clean and clear
Silver Lake Cemetery on
Sunday, April 26, 2009 from 12 to 2 pm.
We appreciate your participation individually
or as a member of a group. To make
arrangements, please call the HFBA office,
212-239-1662 or contact Andrew Parver at
aparver@hebrewfreeburial.org.
Thank you in advance for participating
in this most important mitzvah!

Many companies offer
matching gifts to employees.
Please consider sending
a matching gift form with
your donation. Doing so is an
easy way for you to enhance
your donation to HFBA.

HFBA archival
image of Silver
Lake Cemetery
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BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.
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MOURNING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

relatives as well. If there is
no son or no close relative
available to assume the obligation, it is customary for
someone else to recite the
kaddish on the departed soul.

1

symbolic rending of the mourner’s soul for the loss.
The service consists of eulogies and the recital of
Psalms and the memorial prayer (Kayl malay
rachamim.). At the conclusion, the casket is escorted
to the hearse and then to the cemetery.

The Jewish customs surrounding death and mourning are intrinsically democratic. There is no difference
in the service, clothing or
casket of a wealthy or poor
Jew, one of high social status
or one isolated from the community.

After the casket is placed in the earth, prayers are
recited and the grave is filled in, usually by family
members and close friends of the deceased. A special
“burial kaddish” is recited and the mourners pass
between two parallel rows of survivors who recite
words of comfort. The mourners proceed to the
home in which the shiva (week of mourning) will be
held, usually the home of the deceased, to receive
comfort from visitors.

For those who lack the resources to be buried
according to Jewish custom, HFBA can assure a
funeral and burial according to the highest
Jewish standards. HFBA can also arrange for
the kaddish to be said on the anniversaries of the
loss. Please call the office for more information
and to make arrangements.

Each year on the eve of the yahrzeit (the anniversary
of the death according to the Hebrew calendar), a 24hour candle is lit and during the evening, morning
and afternoon synagogue services, mourners recite
the mourner’s kaddish. Although this is obligatory for
sons to say for their parents, it is often said for other
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MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY

2009 HOURS OF OPERATION DURING PASSOVER AND SHAVUOT HOLIDAYS
Please note that the cemetery will be closing early on the day prior to each festival.

PASSOVER
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

8, 2009
9, 2009
10, 2009
11, 2009
12, 2009
13, 2009
14, 2009
15, 2009
16, 2009

Erev Passover
1st day of Passover
2nd day of Passover
Shabbat
Chol Hamoed
Chol Hamoed
Erev Yom Tov
7th day of Passover
Last Day of Passover

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
9AM – 3:45 PM
9AM – 3:45 PM
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
CLOSED
CLOSED

SHAVUOT
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

May 28, 2009
May 29, 2009
May 30, 2009

Erev Shavuot
Shavuot
Shavuot

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
CLOSED
CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on the last day of the holiday: Thursday, April 16 and on Saturday, May 30.

Весна 2009 г. -Расписание работы кладбища Mt. Richmond
во время праздников Песах (Еврейской Пасха) и Шавуот
ПЕсах
Среда
Четверг
Пятница
Суббота
Воскресенье
Понедельник
Вторник
Среда
Четверг

8 апреля 2009 г.
9 апреля 2009 г.
10 апреля 2009 г.
11 апреля 2009 г.
12 апреля 2009 г
13 апреля 2009 г
14 апреля 2009 г
15 апреля 2009 г
16 апреля 2009 г

Канун Песаха
первый день Пасхи
второй день Пасхи
Шабат

седьмой день пасхи
послединий день пасхи

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Закрыто
Закрыто
Закрыто
9AM – 3:45 PM
9AM – 3:45 PM
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Закрыто
Закрыто

Шавуот
Четверг
Пятница
Суббота

28 мая
29 мая
30 мая

Канун Шавуота
Шавуот
Шавуот

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Закрыто
Закрыто

Поминальная молитва изкор читается в четверг, 16 апреля и в субботу, 30 мая.
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SIDNEY G. ADLER

We are pleased to announce that the
following names have been added to our

HELEN BEDERMAN

Leave Your Mark

MICHAEL J. CLEMENT
BARBARA FINKELSTEIN

Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel
at Mount Richmond Cemetery:

SARI FISHMAN
RABBI URI GOLDSTEIN,
CONGREGATION AHAVAT ACHIM
CHARLES AND ILENE GREINSKY
SANDRA RUBINSTEIN
Please consider adding your name by sponsoring
four grave markers for unmarked graves for $600.

CHESED SHEL EMET— HOW YOU CAN HELP
PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name
will be added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel
at Mount Richmond Cemetery.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $15 and can include a
personalized message.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HFBA and receive a generous tax deduction.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA’s promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.
GIVE us your old talleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will
be called upon to bury.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.
“LEAVE YOUR MARK” by sponsoring a grave marker for an
unmarked grave for a donation of

Original pushka from 1909 at
HFBA’s Mount Richmond Cemetery

GET INVOLVED as a professional with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area
that can help us.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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