THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

V OLUME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA
has interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two
cemeteries. HFBA is also committed to
retrieving the identities of those interred
and is attempting to provide a gravestone
for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 4.
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REMEMBERING THOSE WHO
SOUGHT FREEDOM

The Former Soviet Union reserved its most oppressive measures for
religious minorities, especially Jews. As we celebrate Passover, the
Festival of Freedom, it is appropriate to recount the following end-of-life
stories of some who fled for freedom in the United States.

I osif was a Russian veteran of World War II and subsequently was
an active dissident against the Soviet government. Prior to leaving
the USSR for the United States, he was beaten by authorities and his
kidneys were severely damaged. In New York, despite ill health, he
participated in the campaign to free Soviet Jewry and to educate
Russian Jews about their Jewish heritage. He also assisted in the
efforts of Yad Vashem to identify victims of the Holocaust. As his
kidneys failed, we were contacted by his old friend to arrange for his
eventual burial next to the brother who had followed him to New
York and pre-deceased him. losif who remained true to his Jewish
values during a difficult life, received the proper Jewish burial he
wanted and deserved.

Aleks who had died in a nursing home after g
being in hospice care was referred to us &
by the hospice liaison who did not think
that Aleks had any relatives. After some
sleuthing, our case manager discovered that
Aleks had been searching for an estranged son
in Israel for the past ten years. We contacted the
[sraeli Consulate who managed to locate the son
within two days. Aleks” son not only authorized his
father’s burial, but arranged for a cousin in New York
to attend the burial and settle his father’s affairs.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




DID YOU KNOW? HFBA CAN HELP WITH

...HFBA burials were up 8% in 2009 over the
previous year, reflecting the increased inability of
people to assume the costs of a funeral and burial.

...In 2009, HFBA handled 329 burials, 101 of which
were for people who emigrated from the former
Soviet Union. This is largest number of burials
that HFBA has arranged in one year since 1999.

FREEDOM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mikhail was referred to HFBA by a social worker in
the JASA-sponsored building in which he lived. He
had emigrated from the former Soviet Union to New
York at the same time that his daughter Larisa had
moved to Bulgaria. Although highly educated,
Mikhail was unable to make a living in the United
States and relied on government assistance. When he
died, HFBA contacted his daughter who was dis-
traught that she had no funds for the burial. We put
her mind at ease about the burial arrangements.
HFBA's Rabbi Platker patiently educated Larisa who
knew nothing of her Jewish heritage, about Jewish
funeral procedures. We also arranged for Larisa to
have access to her father’s apartment so she could
retrieve precious mementos.

* Names have been changed to protect confidentiality.

STAY CONNECTED!

f you would like to sign up for HFBA's
e-Newsletter, or if you'd like to receive a
copy of our DVD, please send an e-mail to
info@hebrewfreeburial.org. To become a fan
of HFBA on Facebook, please follow the link
on our website.
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“PRE-NEED"
ARRANGEMENTS

Pre-arranged or pre-need funerals allow for the
arrangement of burial plans while one is able to decide
what type of funeral one prefers after death.
Arrangements are made in advance with a funeral
home, a grave is purchased and instructions are given.
This alleviates stress for survivors and gives the
planner confidence that his/her wishes to have a Jewish
burial will be honored.

HFBA can help make pre-need arrangements if an
individual is income eligible. We experienced a 50%
increase in the number of pre-need arrangements made
in 2009 over 2008, a direct result of our extensive
networking with social workers, chaplains, and
administrators at agencies and nursing homes to ensure
Jewish burials for Jews.

After arranging with HFBA for the burial of their
51-year old son who had died of cancer, Manya and
Isak took the opportunity to make their own pre-
need burial plans with HFBA. Some time later,
Manya began to suffer from the beginning stages of
Alzheimer’s disease, while Isak, despite his advanced
age, seemed in good health. Suddenly, Isak died,
quickly followed by Manya. Their foresight allowed
the Public Administrator to quickly notify HFBA and
arrange the burials. All three family members rest
near each other at Mt.
Richmond Cemetery.

To make pre-need
arrangements, please
contact the HFBA office.
Pending arrangements
may also be made for
those who do not have
even the limited funds
for a pre-need arrange-
ment.




MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY
UNDERGOES RENOVATION

F or the first time in decades, facilities at Mount Richmond Cemetery are being refurbished
to make them more comfortable and dignified for our staff and visitors.

Rabbi Plafker’s office has been renovated, insulated and furnished with built-in storage for our records. The
public restrooms are being totally modernized with new tiles, floors, sinks and toilets.

Most notably, a full-time Russian-speaking cemetery management coordinator, Helen Morgan, has been hired
and occupies a remodeled office where she handles all cemetery matters including monument permits, repair
requests, research and reservations and serves as translator for our many Russian clients.

For cemetery-related matters, please contact Helen at (718) 667-3247 or hmorgan@hebrewfreeburial.org.

MT. RICHMOND CEMETERY HOURS

Hours of operation during Passover and Shavuot holidays - Spring 2010

PASSOVER

Monday March 29, 2010 Erev Pesach 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp
Tuesday March 30, 2010 1st day of Passover CLOSED

Wednesday March 31, 2010 2nd day of Passover CLOSED

Sunday April 4, 2010 Erev Yom Tov 9:00 AM -3:45 PM sharp
Monday April 5, 2010 7th day of Passover CLOSED

Tuesday April 6, 2010 Last Day of Passover CLOSED

SHAVUOT

Tuesday May 18, 2010 Erev Shavuot 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp
Wednesday May 19, 2010 Shavuot CLOSED

Thursday May 20, 2010 Shavuot CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on the last day of the holiday: Tuesday, April 6 and on Thursday, May 20

Becna 2010 r. -Pacmmcanue pabotsl kianouma Mt. Richmond
BO BpeMs mpa3maukoB Ilecax (EBpeiickoii ITacxu) u [llaByoT

MECAX

MNoHepenbHUK, 29 mapta 2010 r. KaHyH MNecaxa 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM cTporo
BTopHuk, 30 mapTta 2010 r. 3akpbITO, NepBbIi AeHb Nacxu

Cpepa, 31 maprta 2010 r. 3akpbITO, BTOPOM AeHb Nacxu
BockpeceHbe, 4 anpens 2010 r. KaHyH npasgHuka 9AM -3:45 PM
MoHepenbHuUkK, 5 anpensa 2010 r. 3akpbITO, CeAbMOl AeHb MNacxu

BTopHuk, 6 anpenga 2010 r. 3akpbITO, nocnegHnii aeHb Macxu

LaByoT

BTopHuk, 18 mas 2010 r. KaHyH LllaByoTa 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM cTtporo
Cpega, 19 masa 2010 r. 3akpbiTO, LLlaByoT

Yeteepr, 20 maa 2010 r. 3akpbiTO, LllaByoT

MomnHanbHas monntea M3KOP unTaeTcs BO BTOPHUK, 6 anpens n B yeTtsepr, 20 mas.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP YsahErzeRit \I/{e?ﬁ?dgr

YOP1 can doublie, or even triple the value of your The Hebrew Free Burial Association can pro-
gift to HFBA if your company offers a Matching FuRE R T e (ol e e e
Gift Program. one’s yahrzeit every year. Complete the form

below and return it to us to receive a timely
o Check with your company’s HR oﬁ(ice to ﬁnd out if the yahrzeit reminder annually. Feel free to make

additional copies of this card to include more
than one name in your reminder service. *";

company matches employee donations.

* Review the company guidelines to see if HFBA is eligible for
a martching gift. If so, obtain a copy of the company’s
matching gift form and mail it along with your donation to
HFBA.

© HFBA will process the form and return it to your employer
which will send its matching donation directly 1o HFBA.

Name of Departed (English or Hebrew)

Relationship to Yourself

We can hely you helpy us. With a contribution to
HEBA, you can ensure...

English or Hebrew Date of Death
* an annual yahrzeit reminder for your lost loved one.

; . . [ | Before S [ ] After S
o that kaddish will be said for the eleven month ehore sunset er sunset

mourning period following the death of a relative or ICUREAN

friend. DY )
e that a perpetual annual yahrzeit kaddish will be TheHebr ew ¢

recited. FreeBurial :

ASSOCIATIONS

CLIP AND MAIL TO:
The Hebrew Free Burial Association
224 West 35th Street, Room 300
New York, NY 10001

“LEAVE YOUR MARK” by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of $150
for which you will receive a framed certificate of
appreciation. Sponsor four markers and a plaque with
your name will be added to our roster at the
Weinberg Chapel at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

PYCCKUN JAUJZKECT

IMomunas Tex, kTo Hoponca 3a ceoboay

B teneps yxke OriBmem CoperckoM Coro3e, caMble CypOBEIE METO/IBI
MPHTECHEHHA ObLITH HarnpapJieHbl HA PEJIMrHO3HBIE MEHBIIHHCTBA, H B
ocobennocTH Ha eBpeeB. IToaTomy oTMedas Ilecax — mpa3aHuk
0CBOOOXKIEHHS, — MBI HE MOXKEM HE BCIIOMHUTE TeX, KTO CMOT
BeiOpartees B CLHIA panu csobojs!.

*  Hocud* 6ein Berepanom Bennkoit OtedecTBeHHOH BOHHBL.
IMocne BoiHBI OH AKTHBHO 3aHHMAJICA THCCHACHTCKOH
nearensHoCThO. [lo Toro kak Mocudy ynanocs yexats, oH
OB H30MT NPEACTABHTENAMH BIACTH, H MOITYHHIT CEPhE3HEIE
nopeskenns nouex. Mocud xun 8 Helo-Mopke. HecMorps
Ha IUIOX0E 3/10POBbLE, OH YYACTBOBAII B KAMITAHHH 110
0cBOOOJKIEHHIO COBETCKHX €BpPEeB, OMOTall POCCHHCKHM
eBpesM y3HaBaTh OOMbIIe O CBOMX KOPHAX H IPHHHMAI
yuactue B padoTe u3paniibckoro memopuana 5n Bamewm no
cbopy cBenenwii o xepTBax XomokocTta. [Tocne cmepTi
Hocuda ¢ Hamu cBsizaics ero crapslii Apyr, KOTOpbIi 1oMor
opranu3oBath 3axoponcHne Mocnda pamom ¢ Gpatom. Bpart
npuexan seaen 3a Mocudom B Hmo-]{opk, HO YMep paHsbliie
nero, Cormacno ero xenanuam, Hocuda, octaBasmerocs
BEPHBIM €BpeHCKHM LIEHHOCTAM B Te4eHHe Bceil cBoeid
HENETKOil HHU3HU, NOCTOHHO IOXOPOHUIIH 11O eBpelickoMy

obpaay.

*  Jleno Anekca, yMepILEro B MPHIOTE [UIs IPECTapenbiX, 06110
HanpaBleHo K HaM pa0OTHHKOM MPHIOTA, KOTOPEIH OBLI
YBEPEH, UTO Y TOr0 HE OCTANOCh HHKAKHX POJACTBEHHHKOB.
Ham coTpyanuk ycTaHOBHI, 9T0 AJeKC B TeIeHHE JICCATH
JIeT nblTajics pasbickaTh B M3pauie cbiHa, ¢ KOTOPbIM yTepsii
KOHTAaKT. MBI CBA3JIHCh C H3PAHIIbCKUM KOHCYJILCTBOM, a
OHO pa3eicKano ckiHa Asekca OykBankHO 3a mapy aneii. Cein
HE TOJIBKO JIaJI pa3pellieHHe Ha OXOPOHbI, HO H CBA3AJICH C
aBotopoansM Gpatom Anexca B Hiro-Hopke, u Tot yenen
NPUEXaTh Ha OXOPOHBI H 3aTeM yIaHII Jela YCOIIIEro.

*  Muxaun npokKHBal B 10Me JUIA IEHCHOHEPOB,
coaepsKammumMes Ha cpeacTsa Espeiickoit Accounanuu s
npecrapensix (JASA). Conuanbubiii pabOTHHK NPH J0ME
neHcHoHepop Hanpaeua Muxauna k Ham B HFBA. B cBoé
Bpemst Muxaun npuexai us CCCP s Horo-Hopk, a ero jious
Jlapuca smurpupoBana B boarapuio. HecmoTpsa Ha xopoluee
obpazoBanue, MUXauil HE CMOI' YCTPOUTECH B AMEpHKe 1
#wun Ha nocooue. Korna on ckongancs, HFBA cazanacs ¢
Jlapucoii B bonrapuu. Ta Obu1a paccrpoeHa Tem, urTo y Heé
coBceM He OBITO CPEJICTB OMITATHTE MTOXOPOHE! 0THA. MBI
yernokoniu Jlapucy B OTHOILIEHHH OPraHH3alHK H OILIAThI
[IOXOPOH. 3aTeM Hall paBeuH, I-H [lnadkep, Tepnenuso
paswsicuun Jlapuce o6psiisl norpeGenns, MOCKONBKY 0Ha
HHYEro He 3Haja o eBpeiicKUX TpaauuMAX. MBI Takke
nomoriu Jlapuce Nony4uTs A0CTYI B KBAPTHPY OTHA, 4TOOBL
OHa Mor/1a 0To0paTh KaKHe-TO H3 ero JIHYHEIX Bemlei Ha
NnaMAThb.

HFBA MoXeT NOMOYb ¢ IpeJABAPHTENbHLIM NIAHHPOBAHHEM
B nocnennee pems Bee donee u Doliee 0OBIUHBIME CTAHOBATCH
MOXOPOHBI, 3apaHee 3aMTaHHPOBAHHBIC H OTUTAUYCHHEBIC CIIIC BIIOIHE
3JJOPOBLIMH JTIOJIbMU. ITO MO3BOMAET UM, HAXOIACH B TBEPIOI NaMATH,

OIUIATHTH MOTHITY H OCTABHTE HHCTPYKIIHH IIOXOPOHHOMY JOMY
KacarenbHO 00psaa norpederns. I1o, B CBOIO 04epe/ib, CHHMAET
3HAYUTEIILHYO 4acTh upoﬁ.ueM C POACTBEHHHKOB, a TAKMXKe 1aeT
3aBCIIATE/IAM YBCPCHHOCTE B TOM, YTO HX NPEANMHCaHus OyayT
peinonHensl. HFBA nomoraer ¢ niaHHpoBaHHEM U C IPeoIaToM
MOXOPOH JIMIIAM ¢ ONPEICICHHBIM YPOBHEM Joxoa. [ToxkanyiicTa,
3BOHHTE B Hall oduc s bonee noapodHoH HHGOpMAaLIHK.

Korjga Mans u Heaak M* jorosapHBajinck 0 noxXopoHax ceoero 51-
JIETHET0 CBHIHA, CKOHYABIIETOCH OT paka, CYNpyTH 3a0JHO Ha4aln
MIPOLIECC PE3EPBHPOBAHKA MOTHIT M OPTaHM3ALMH CBOMX MOXOPOH Yepes
HFBA. Cnycts HekoTopoe Bpems y MaHH Hadana pa3BHBaThCA
Donesns AnbureiiMepa, Ho Heaak octaBasncst OTHOCHTENIBEHO 3J10POBLIM,
HecMOTps Ha Bo3pacT. Heoxknnanno Mcaax ymep, 1 Mans Obina 061
BPSLL JIH CII0COOHA OPraHH30BaTh €ro NOXOPOHBI, HAXOIAICE B
neqedbnnne. OnHaKo, MpeayCcMOTPHTEIBLHOCTE CYTIPYTOB B BOTIPOCE
TTAHAPOBAHHS TTOXOPOH TTOMOTJIA TOPOJCKHM COMHMATBLHBIM CTyAKOaM
oneparueHo cea3arsei ¢ HFBA, koropas u B3sia Ha ce0s 10XOpOHEL
Hcaaxa, a yepes nBa rona u Manu. Bee Tpu 4ieHa ceMBH HBIHE
MOKOATCA APYT NOJie ApyTa, Ha knandume Maynt Puumonn.

* MIMeHa H3IMEHEHBI

3naeme nu Boi?

...KonuuectBo norpebenuii, onnavennsix HFBA B 2009 roay,
BO3POC/I0 Ha 8% 110 CPABHEHMIO C LIPEABLAYLIMM I'OL0M, YTO
OTpaXkaeT YMEHBIIHBIIHECA BO3MOKHOCTH HeGOoraThIX eBpeeB
OIUIAYMBATE 1IOXOPOHBL OJIM3KHX.

...B 2009 rony HFBA opranusosana 329 norpebenwuii, u3 uux 101 -
st omurpantos w3 Oeiswero CCCP. Takoro pexopaHOro uyucia
norpedenwii, nposenéunnix HFBA, ne 65110 ¢ 1999 roaa.

Ha xnanbume MayHT PUYMOHJ NPOBOAUTCA PEMOHT
Bnepaeie 3a HECKONBKO ECATKOB JIET TIPOBOJIMTCS PEMOHT KOMILIEKCa
nomenieHuii npy knaadoume Mayat Puumonn. [Tomenienus cranyt
Oosee y00HBIMH JUIA COTPY/IHHKOB H nioceTuteneil. Tak, B ofuce
paeenHa [Inadkepa OB NpoBeIEH PEMOHT, a TAKIKE OPraHH3OBAHO
XPaHMUIHLIE [JIs HAIMX apXHUBOB. Bo Beex 0D11ecTBEHHBIX TyaneTax
OT/IeJIaHEI TONB! U KadenbHEIe CTEHB, H YCTAHOBIEHA COBPEMEHHAS
caHTexHHKa. [IpuMeuaTensHo, U4TO Teneps 31ech KakIbli 1eHb
paboraer pycckos3sluHas coTpyquuna — Enena Mopras, kotopas
KOOPAWHHPYET Bee paboTEI, cBA3aHHEIC ¢ KnaaoumeM. B croém HoROM
otuce Enena sanumaercs U paspelieHUsIMH Ha IAMATHHKH, H
3agBKaMH HA PEMOHT, H TTOMCKOM POJICTBCHHHKOB YCOMIITHX, U
pezepeupoBanueM. 1 koHeuHo e, Enena nomoraer B kauecTse
MEPEBOTHHKA HAIHM MHOTOYHCICHHBIM PYCCKOA3BITHBEIM KIHCHTAM.
1o acem sonpocam, ceazannvim ¢ Kiadbuwem, obpawaiimecs k Enene
— no menegpony (718) 667-3247 uau no anexkmponnol noume:

hmorgan@hebrewfreeburial.org

KAK BbI MOJKETE HAM ITOMOYb
Buecs noxepteoBanue B nons3y HFBA, Bel mokere obecrieduTs:

*  emerojHoe HaroMuHaHue Bam o BpemenH tiopyaiim
(moMHHANBEHOH MONMTREI B TOA0BILHHY cMepTH) 1o Bamum
OJIH3KUM;

*  yTeHME Kaauma no Bammm ponneM M O1H3KHM B
TedeHHe 11 MecsueB ckopOH Nocle HX KOHYHHBI,

*  OpraHH3aLHI0 YTeHUs «OeccpovHOro» KajHIna B
TOJIOBHIMHY cMEPTH Bamux poaHsix uiH GIH3KHX.




HFBA ANNUAL

CHESED DAY

APRIL 18, 2010, 11 AM

lease call Andrew Parver, Director of

Education and Outreach, in the HFBA
office (212-239-1662) for information or to
reserve space for individuals or groups to help
clean and clear HEBA’s Silver Lake Cemetery
in Staten Island. Silver Lake opened in 1892
and except for reserved graves, was closed for
further burials in 1909. This annual event
regularly attracts a large number of people
dedicated to the mitzvah of chesed shel emer. We
hope you will join us!

HFBA SPEAKERS BUREAU

FBA can provide a speaker for your synagogue,

school or organization. We can tailor the presen-
tation to your needs and interests. Among others,
topics include Chesed Shel Emet—the last, most loving
mitzvah, HFBA services and pre-need arrangements,
and the history of Jewish poverty in New York.

There is no charge for this service but donations are
appreciated.

Please call the HFBA office for more information.

- -

-
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Visit our website,
hebrewfreeburial.org
for the latest news
and information
on HFBA.




