
H F B A  M I S S I O N
S T A T E M E N T
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed
shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial. Chesed
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THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field.  Since its inception HFBA 
has interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two 
cemeteries. HFBA is also committed to
retrieving the identities of those interred
and is attempting to provide a gravestone
for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 4.
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REMEMBERING THOSE WHO
SOUGHT FREEDOM
The Former Soviet Union reserved its most oppressive measures for 
religious minorities, especially Jews. As we celebrate Passover, the
Festival of Freedom, it is appropriate to recount the following end-of-life
stories of some who fled for freedom in the United States.

Iosif was a Russian veteran of World War II and subsequently was
an active dissident against the Soviet government. Prior to leaving

the USSR for the United States, he was beaten by authorities and his
kidneys were severely damaged. In New York, despite ill health, he
participated in the campaign to free Soviet Jewry and to educate
Russian Jews about their Jewish heritage. He also assisted in the
efforts of Yad Vashem to identify victims of the Holocaust. As his 
kidneys failed, we were contacted by his old friend to arrange for his
eventual burial next to the brother who had followed him to New
York and pre-deceased him. Iosif who remained true to his Jewish
values during a difficult life, received the proper Jewish burial he
wanted and deserved.

Aleks who had died in a nursing home after
being in hospice care was referred to us 
by the hospice liaison who did not think
that Aleks had any relatives. After some
sleuthing, our case manager discovered that
Aleks had been searching for an estranged son
in Israel for the past ten years. We contacted the
Israeli Consulate who managed to locate the son
within two days. Aleks’ son not only authorized his
father’s burial, but arranged for a cousin in New York
to attend the burial and settle his father’s affairs.

V O L U M E  1 6 ,  N U M B E R  1  •  P E S A C H  5 7 7 0  •  S P R I N G  2 0 1 0
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DID YOU KNOW?
…HFBA burials were up 8% in 2009 over the 
previous year, reflecting the increased inability of 
people to assume the costs of a funeral and burial.

…In 2009, HFBA handled 329 burials, 101 of which
were for people who emigrated from the former
Soviet Union. This is largest number of burials
that HFBA has arranged in one year since 1999.

FREEDOM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mikhail was referred to HFBA by a social worker in
the JASA-sponsored building in which he lived. He
had emigrated from the former Soviet Union to New
York at the same time that his daughter Larisa had
moved to Bulgaria. Although highly educated,
Mikhail was unable to make a living in the United
States and relied on government assistance. When he
died, HFBA contacted his daughter who was dis-
traught that she had no funds for the burial. We put
her mind at ease about the burial arrangements.
HFBA’s Rabbi Plafker patiently educated Larisa who
knew nothing of her Jewish heritage, about Jewish
funeral procedures. We also arranged for Larisa to
have access to her father’s apartment so she could
retrieve precious mementos.

* Names have been changed to protect confidentiality.

HFBA CAN HELP WITH
“PRE-NEED”

ARRANGEMENTS
Pre-arranged or pre-need funerals allow for the
arrangement of burial plans while one is able to decide
what type of funeral one prefers after death.
Arrangements are made in advance with a funeral
home, a grave is purchased and instructions are given.
This alleviates stress for survivors and gives the 
planner confidence that his/her wishes to have a Jewish
burial will be honored. 

HFBA can help make pre-need arrangements if an
individual is income eligible. We experienced a 50%
increase in the number of pre-need arrangements made
in 2009 over 2008, a direct result of our extensive 
networking with social workers, chaplains, and 
administrators at agencies and nursing homes to ensure
Jewish burials for Jews.

After arranging with HFBA for the burial of their 
51-year old son who had died of cancer, Manya and
Isak took the opportunity to make their own pre-
need burial plans with HFBA. Some time later,
Manya began to suffer from the beginning stages of
Alzheimer’s disease, while Isak, despite his advanced
age, seemed in good health. Suddenly, Isak died,
quickly followed by Manya. Their foresight allowed
the Public Administrator to quickly notify HFBA and
arrange the burials. All three family members rest
near each other at Mt.
Richmond Cemetery.

To make pre-need
arrangements, please
contact the HFBA office.
Pending arrangements
may also be made for
those who do not have
even the limited funds
for a pre-need arrange-
ment.

STAY CONNECTED!

I f you would like to sign up for HFBA’s 
e-Newsletter, or if you’d like to receive a

copy of our DVD, please send an e-mail to
info@hebrewfreeburial.org.  To become a fan
of HFBA on Facebook, please follow the link
on our website.
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MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY
UNDERGOES RENOVATION

For the first time in decades, facilities at Mount Richmond Cemetery are being refurbished
to make them more comfortable and dignified for our staff and visitors.

Rabbi Plafker’s office has been renovated, insulated and furnished with built-in storage for our records. The
public restrooms are being totally modernized with new tiles, floors, sinks and toilets.

Most notably, a full-time Russian-speaking cemetery management coordinator, Helen Morgan, has been hired
and occupies a remodeled office where she handles all cemetery matters including monument permits, repair
requests, research and reservations and serves as translator for our many Russian clients.

For cemetery-related matters, please contact Helen at (718) 667-3247 or hmorgan@hebrewfreeburial.org.

MT. RICHMOND CEMETERY HOURS
Hours of operation during Passover and Shavuot holidays - Spring 2010

PASSOVER
Monday March 29, 2010 Erev Pesach 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp

Tuesday March 30, 2010 1st day of Passover CLOSED

Wednesday March 31, 2010 2nd day of Passover CLOSED

Sunday April 4, 2010 Erev Yom Tov 9:00 AM –3:45 PM sharp

Monday April 5, 2010 7th day of Passover CLOSED

Tuesday April 6, 2010 Last Day of Passover CLOSED

SHAVUOT
Tuesday May 18, 2010 Erev Shavuot 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp

Wednesday May 19, 2010 Shavuot CLOSED

Thursday May 20, 2010 Shavuot CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on the last day of the holiday: Tuesday, April 6 and on Thursday, May 20

Весна 2010 г. -Расписание работы кладбища Mt. Richmond
во время праздников Песах (Еврейской Пасхи) и Шавуот 

Песах

Понедельник, 29 марта 2010 г. Канун Песаха 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM строго

Вторник, 30 марта 2010 г. Закрыто, первый день Пасхи

Среда, 31 марта 2010 г. Закрыто, второй день Пасхи

Воскресенье, 4 апреля 2010 г. Канун праздника   9AM –3:45 PM

Понедельник, 5 апреля 2010 г. Закрыто, седьмой день Пасхи

Вторник, 6 апреля 2010 г. Закрыто, последний день Пасхи

Шавуот

Вторник, 18 мая 2010 г. Канун Шавуота 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM строго

Среда, 19 мая 2010 г. Закрыто, Шавуот

Четверг, 20 мая 2010 г. Закрыто, Шавуот

Поминальная молитва изкор читается во вторник, 6 апреля и в четверг, 20 мая.
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You can double, or even triple the value of your
gift to HFBA if your company offers a Matching

Gift Program.

• Check with your company’s HR office to find out if the 
company matches employee donations.

• Review the company guidelines to see if HFBA is eligible for
a matching gift. If so, obtain a copy of the company’s
matching gift form and mail it along with your donation to
HFBA.

• HFBA will process the form and return it to your employer
which will send its matching donation directly to HFBA.

We can help you help us. With a contribution to
HFBA, you can ensure…

• an annual yahrzeit reminder for your lost loved one.
• that kaddish will be said for the eleven month

mourning period following the death of a relative or
friend.

• that a perpetual annual yahrzeit kaddish will be 
recited. 

“LEAVE YOUR MARK” by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of $150
for which you will receive a framed certificate of
appreciation. Sponsor four markers and a plaque with
your name will be added to our roster at the
Weinberg Chapel at Mt. Richmond Cemetery. 

Yahrzeit Reminder
S E R V I C E

The Hebrew Free Burial Association can pro-

vide you with timely notification of a loved

one’s yahrzeit every year. Complete the form

below and return it to us to receive a timely

yahrzeit reminder annually. Feel free to make

additional copies of this card to include more

than one name in your reminder service.

Name of Departed (English or Hebrew)

Relationship to Yourself

English or Hebrew Date of Death

n Before Sunset    n After Sunset

CLIP AND MAIL TO:
The Hebrew Free Burial Association

224 West 35th Street, Room 300

New York, NY 10001

HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.
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HFBA SPEAKERS BUREAU

HFBA can provide a speaker for your synagogue,
school or organization. We can tailor the presen-

tation to your needs and interests. Among others,
topics include Chesed Shel Emet—the last, most loving
mitzvah, HFBA services and pre-need arrangements,
and the history of Jewish poverty in New York.

There is no charge for this service but donations are
appreciated.

Please call the HFBA office for more information.

HFBA ANNUAL

CHESED DAY
APRIL 18, 2010, 11 AM

P lease call Andrew Parver, Director of
Education and Outreach, in the HFBA

office (212-239-1662) for information or to
reserve space for individuals or groups to help
clean and clear HFBA’s Silver Lake Cemetery
in Staten Island. Silver Lake opened in 1892
and except for reserved graves, was closed for
further burials in 1909. This annual event 
regularly attracts a large number of people
dedicated to the mitzvah of chesed shel emet. We
hope you will join us!

Visit our website,
hebrewfreeburial.org
for the latest news

and information
on HFBA.
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Mount Richmond Cemetery after

the February 2010 blizzard


