THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

VOLUME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan's Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA
has interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two
cemeteries. HFBA is also committed to
retrieving the identities of those interred
and is attempting to provide a gravestone
for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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THE WINTER OF 2011

his winter’s snow, ice and extreme cold made it a particularly
challenging season for HFBA at its Mount Richmond Cemetery
on Staten Island.
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The first large storm of the season on December 26 dumped over two
feet of snow on the Island. Streets remained unplowed for days and
snowplows were in short supply.

HFBA was able to accommodate one funeral that Sunday morning
but was unable to reopen for the next two days until the cemetery
could be adequately plowed. Despite January and February’s heavy
snowfalls, Mount Richmond did remain open and fully functioning
thanks to the dedication of Yosi Shalem, the Mount Richmond
Cemetery superintendent and his staff, and Shy Shalem, head of the
maintenance crew.

As he does each year in the fall, Yosi had protected the
burial areas in advance by covering them with wood-
chips, so that the ground would be at a higher temper-
ature than the air and the surrounding frozen area.
This way the graves could be dug out as needed. Shy
and his crew often worked well into the night after a
storm to prepare the cemetery for burials the next day.

When there is a large snowfall, the cemetery’s roads
must be plowed and there must be access to the grave
for the equipment, the gravediggers and those attend-
ing the funeral. In some instances, because of inacces-
sibility, some graves had to be dug by hand as there
was no room for the heavy equipment to move in and
excavate. Nonetheless, there were 72 burials in our
cemetery from December 26 through March 15.

AFTER THE DEC. 26
STORM, MANY
MONUMENTS AT
MOUNT RICHMOND
CEMETERY WERE
TOTALLY COVERED
BY SNOW.

We are grateful to our dedicated staff. Yasher koach!



HFBA SPEAKERS BUREAU

FBA can provide a speaker for your synagogue, school or organization. We can tailor the presentation to
your needs and interests. Among others, topics include Chesed Shel Emet—the last, most loving mitzvah,
HFBA services and pre-need arrangements, and the history of Jewish poverty in New York.

There is no charge for this service but donations are appreciated.

Please call the HFBA office for more information.

THE EXODUS AND THE BONES OF JOSEPH

he narrative arc of the story of the Exodus begins

and ends with the biblical figure, Joseph. Joseph
was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, became
a viceroy in the pharaoh’s court and enabled his
estranged family to settle in Egypt to escape a famine
in their homeland of Canaan. Subsequent to Joseph’s
death, a new pharaoh rose to power, one who did
not ‘know Joseph” (Exodus, 1:8). This pharach
enslaved the descendents of Jacob and later freed the
budding Israelite nation of twelve tribes.

The story of Passover is well known. An interesting
portion of the larger story, however, involves the
promise Joseph extracted from his family to bring his
bones with them to the land of Israel when they
eventually left Egypt. The medrash tells us that imme-
diately prior to leaving, Moses was looking for

Joseph’s remains and turned to Serach, the daughter
of Asher (Joseph’s brother), the only member of the
family still alive from the time of Joseph. Serach
directed Moses to the Nile, and told him that after
putting the embalmed corpse of Joseph inside a
coffin, the Egyptians sank it in the river to assure that
its waters would be blessed. Moses called out to
the bones of Joseph at which point the coffin mirac-
ulously rose to the waters’ surface and Moses
fulfilled the oath sworn to Joseph hundreds of years
before, taking his bones to be buried in the land of
his ancestors.

Joseph'’s story is one of enslavement and redemption,
a narrative echoed in the subsequent enslavement
and redemption of his entire people. The oath he
made his people swear to “liberate” his bones echoes
the oath G-d made to His people, to liberate them
after the abyss of slavery.

The end of Joseph’s story coincides with the redemp-
tion of the Israelites, the end of their enslavement.
And although Joseph remains in our collective
memory as the handsome, smart, powerful leader,
the last picture we have of him in the text is of a
coffin full of bones, at last returning to the land from
which he came.

The butial process, and whete one is buried, is important in
the Jewish tradition. The Hebrew Free Burial Association
exists to assure that every Jew receives Jewish funeral rites
and a Jewish burial.



Q: Why are there no flowers at a Jewish

funeral or on a Jewish grave? STAY CONNECTED!

If you would like to sign up for HFBA's

o HI.StOHFaHy’ people used embalming fluid, e-Newsletter, or if you'd like to receive a copy
spices, incense or flowers to ward off odors of our DVD, please send an e-mail to
from a decomposing body. However, info@hebrewfreeburial.org.

embalming is prohibited according to To become a fan of HFBA on Facebook, please
visit www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial.

Jewish law and Jews are buried quickly. To follow us on twitter, please visit
This made the practice of using flowers www.twitter.com/hfba.
unnecessary and since the custom of hav-
ing flowers at a grave became associated
with a pagan ritual surrounding death,
Jewish tradition discouraged it. It has also
been suggested that leaving something
“living” on a grave is an offense to one who
is no longer living on this earth.

MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY HOURS

Hours of operation during Passover and Shavuot holidays - Spring 2011

PASSOVER

Monday, April 18, 2011 Erev Pesach 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp
Tuesday, April19, 2011 1st day of Passover CLOSED

Wednesday, April 20, 2011 2nd day of Passover CLOSED

Sunday, April 24, 2011 Erev Yom Tov 9:00 AM -3:45 PM sharp
Monday, April 25, 2011 7th day of Passover CLOSED

Tuesday, April 26, 2011 Last Day of Passover CLOSED

SHAVUOT

Tuesday, June 7, 2011 Erev Shavuot 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM sharp
Wednesday, June 8, 2011 Shavuot CLOSED

Thursday, June 9, 2011 Shavuot CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on the last day of the holiday: Tuesday, April 26 and on Thursday, June 9

Pacnucanue padorsl kiaagduma Mount Richmond
B npa3zagnuku Ilecax u lllaByor — Becna 2011

MECAX

MNoHepenbHUK, 18 anpena 2011 r. KaHyH MNecaxa 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM cTporo
BTopHuk, 19 anpensa 2011 r. 3akpbITO, NepBbin AeHb Macxu

Cpepa, 20 anpenga 2011 r. 3akpbITO, BTOPOM AeHb MNacxu
BockpeceHbe, 24 anpensa 2011 r. KaHyH npasgHuka 9AM -3:45 PM
MoHepenbHuk, 25 anpens 2011 r. 3akpbITO, CeAbMOol AeHb Macxu

BTopHuk, 26 anpens 2011 r. 3akpbITO, NocnegHuin aeHb MNacxu
LaBsyoT

BTOpHUK, 7 nioHa 2011 r. KaHyH LWaBsyoTa 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM ctporo
Cpeaa, 8 nioHsa 2011 r. 3akpbiTo, LLlaByoT

YeTBepr, 9 uioHa 2011 r. 3akpbiTO, LllaByoT

lMomuHanbHass momTea U3KOP yiTaeTcsi BO BTOPHUK, 26 anpens u B YeTBepr, 9 UIOHA.
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HFBA SPRING

CHESED DAY

MAY 15, 2011 « 10 A.M.

0 join our semi-annual clean-up day at
Silver Lake Cemetery, please call the office
at 212-239-1662. We appreciate those individu-

als and groups who come to do chesed shel emet

The Former Soviet Union reserved its most oppres-
sive measures for religious minorities, especially
Jews. At this time of year, it is especially poignant

to recount the following end-of-life stories of some

who fled for freedom in the United States. (act of lovingkindness) by restoring order and
dignity to the graves of Jews buried by HEBA.

arya S.,* fifty two years old, was found dead in
her apartment by her pregnant daughter who
gave birth, probably from shock, the very next day. We are pleased to announce that the
Overwhelmed, the daughter requested burial by following names have been added to our
HFBA. At the same time, a plot was reserved nearby k
for Marya’s elderly mother, ill with dementia, and Leave Your Mar
unaware of her daughter’s death. Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel
at Mount Richmond Cemetery:

Yuri P. had suffered from mental health problems
and was thirty two years old when his body was ESTATE OF THELMA DRIER
found in the subway by a train crew. His last known
address had been a cheap residential hotel to which
he moved following a fire which destroyed his apart-

SHARON H. FRIEDEL FERSEL
MALKY AND DAVID GOTTLIEB

ment. His mother was somehow located by the BERNARD AND SHEILA KATZ
police, and she went with her sister to the city DANIEL R. PERLA

morgue to identify her son from whom she had been RABBI REGINA L. SANDLER-PHILLIPS
estranged. HFBA was alerted and made the arrange- NINA SELIN

ments for Yuri’s funeral and burial. DR. ZEV AND MADELYN STERN

. . . . AARON STRASSBURGER
oris Y. had remained in the United States illegally.

Although under the constant threat of deporta- SUSAN STRASSEURGER
tion, the immigration authorities had been unable to Asatielzs [z rehialAdis
deport him because he was somehow considered NELSON M. TUCHMAN
stateless. Supposedly, his wife had left him for a
wealthy Russian developer and had taken their son
with her. He worked “off the books” selling watches
and handbags and had served time in prison. At the
time of his death, he was living in a homeless shelter
with his girlfriend and her teenage daughter, both of
whom attended his funeral at Mount Richmond
Cemetery.

*Names have been changed 10 protect confidentiality.




BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

PYCCKUN JAUJZKECT

Co6biTna Ucxoaa n npax Mocuda

MoBecTBOBaHWe 06 Mcxoae HauyMHaeTCs M 3aKaH4YMBaeTCs
ynoMuHaHuem o Mocude, coive Makosa. Mocud 6bin
npogaH B pabcTBO peBHMBbLIMU GpaTbsiMu U, Nonas B
ErvneTt, BO3BbICWICSA TaM M CTan nNpaBoW pyKol ¢papaoHa.
OH cnocobcTBOBan CnaceHUto BCE CBOEN €BPENCKOM
poAHM OT ronoja, CBUPEnCTBOBABLUEro B 3eMie
KaHaaHCKoM, n nepeceneHunto eé B Ermnet. MNMocne cmeptun
Mocuda HoBbIl hapaoH BoccTan Hag ErMnToMm, «KOTOpbIii
He 3Han Mocuda» (Mcx. 1:8). 3ToT dapaoH nopaboTun
ABeHaauaTb KoMieH MNoTOMKOB MakoBa, KOTopble
BMNOCNEACTBMM 0CBOBOAMANCL U cAenanncb eBpericknm
HapoAoM.

Nctopus Mecax — uctopms ocBo6oXAEHNS U3
ermneTckoro pabcrea — XOpOLWO M3BecTHa. VMIHTepecHb!
eé petanu, kacatowmecs obelwaHnsa, notpeboBaHHOro
MocndoM y cBoeit ceMbUn — «3abpaTb ero KOCTU», KOrAa
OHW B6yayT nokmaaTb Ernnet. Hawwm mygpeubl roBopsT,
UTO HakaHyHe nucxoga Movcen B mMomMckax OCTaHKOB
Mocuda obpatuncs k Cepax, foyepu Alepa, 04HOMO U3
6paTtbeB Mocuda. Cepax 6bi1a eANHCTBEHHON K MOMEHTY
Mcxoma, KTo elwé 3acTtan BpeMs, koraa Mocud 6bin xuB.
Cepax pacckasana Mowuceto, 4To nocne
6anb3aMMpoBaHNs ernnTsaHe onycTunm Teno Mocuda B
Hwun B ocobom capkodare, 4tobbl Boabl Huna 6bin
Bcerga 6narocnoBeHHbl. Mouncel Bo33Ban K «KOCTSIM
Mocuda», n capkodar yyaecHbIM 06pa3oM NOAHSNCS Ha
MOBEPXHOCTb. Tak Momncen cMOr BbINMOSHUTL KASTBY,
AaHHylo eBpesMu Mocndy 3a HECKONBbKO BEKOB A0
Wcxona. EBpen Hocunm ¢ coboii npax Mocuda Bo BCe
roabl CTPA@HCTBUI U, BOAA HaKOHeL, B 3eMJt0
0O6eToBaHHY, NOXOPOHWAM ero (B yCbinasbHULE,
MOCTPOEHHOM eLwé ABpaaMoM).

HFBA noMoraeTt: nOMMHAaNA Te€X, KTO UckKan
csob6oabl

B 6biBlweM CCCP ocobeHHO »eCToKO npecnefoBanuncb
penuUrno3sHble MeHbLIMHCTBA, B YacTHOCTM eBpen. B aTy
nopy BECEHHMX Npa3AHMKOB 0COH6EeHHO HEOH6XO0AMMO
BCMOMHUTb O MOCNEAHUX AHAX TEX COBETCKUX EBPEEB,
KoTopble 6exanu B CLLUA B nonckax ceoboabl:

e Teno Mapuun C* (52 roga) 6bin10 HallgeHo eé
bepeMeHHON Ao4Yepblo, KOTOpas Ha cneaywmn AeHb
poavna, no-BMAMMOMY BCAeACTBME NOTpAceHus. B
oT4yasiHMM Ta no3soHuna B HFBA npsimo n3 poagaoma um
rnonpocuia opraHnsoBaTb NOXOpoHbl Mapuun. Bo Bpems
noaroToBkn noxopoH HFBA 3ape3epBupoBasio y4yactok
W ANns npectapenon matepu Mapum, KoTopast n3-3a
CTapocTu Aaxe He crnocobHa 6bia oco3HaTb CMepTb
aodepu.

o Opwii M. cTpagan NCUXMYECKNUM pacCTPOMCTBOM. Emy
6b1n10 TpUAUaTb ABa, Koraa ero Teno 6biia HarlaeHo
paboTHMKaMm MeTpo. BbiNno NuwWb N3BECTHO, YTO KOpun
npoXxwuBan B AeWEBOM OoTeNnbyuMKe, Kyaa nepebpancs
nocne Toro, Kak noxap yHUYTOXW/ €ro KsapTupy.
HecmoTpsa Ha cKkyaHble AgaHHble, HFBA yaanoch yepes
nonnuUMIo pasbickaTb MaTb Opusa, KOTopas AaBHO C HUM
He obwanacb. Ta cMorna onosHaTtb Opus B ropoACKOM
Mopre.

* Bopuc N. npoxmnean B CLLUA HeneranbHo. XoTSa eMy
rposuna genoprauuns, UMMUIpaUnOHHbIE BNACTU He
BbICNasnN ero, MoCKONbKY OH cuyuTancsa «6es
oTeyectBa». NpeanonoxuTensHo, xeHa bopuca ywna k
6oraToMy poCCHMMCKOMY MpeanpuHMMaTento, 3abpas
cblHa. bopuc nepebuBancs, npogaBas yacbl U AaMCcKue
CYMOYKMN, N Aaxe NpoBén Kakoe-To BpeMs 3a
pewéTtkon. OH CKOHYancsa B nputoTe Ans 6e340MHbIX,
rae XKun co CBoen rnoapyrom n eé goyepbto. OHKM o0be
CMOr/I1M MPUCYTCTBOBaTb Ha NoxopoHax bopwuca,
opraHm3aoBaHHbIX HFBA Ha knaabuwe MayHT PuuMoHA.

*MMeHa U3MeHeHbI
BOI'IpOCbI N OTBEThbI

Bonpoc: Mo eBpeickon Tpaguumn, CyLLeCcTBYIOT nn
obcToAaTeNnbCTBaA, NPU KOTOPbIX paspeLleHo BCKpbIiTue?
OTBeT: PaB Mopwuc JI1amm B cBoel kHure «CMepTb U
onnaknBaHue — eBpenCcKUi NyTb» MULLET: «BCKpbITUE
onpaBAaHo npu ocobbix 06CTOATENBCTBAX, HO B KaXA0M
KOHKPETHOM C/lydae HY>XHO KOHCYJ/IbTUPOBATbCH C
KOMMNETEHTHbIMW paBBMHaMU>». puMepaMn Taknx
ob6cToATENLCTB ABNATCA YOMNCTBO, CaMOybuInCcTBO,
rmbenb OT HECHACTHOro Cryyasl, OTpaB/ieHUe, a Takxe
6one3Hb, Npn KOTOPOW pe3ysibTaTbl BCKPbITUS MOryT
NOMOYb 3aLUNTUTL 340POBbE APYrUX NIOAEN.

E>xeroaHblii AaeHb xecen (6narnx gen) —
BOCKpeceHbe, 15 masa 2011 r.

Moxanyncra, NpMcoeanHSNTECh K HaM B €XerogHo
NpOBOAUMbIN AEHb MO PacYUCTKE U yxoay 3a Kiaabuwem
MayHT PnumoHa. 3BOHUTE no Ten. 212-239-1662. Mbl
6naronapHbl BceM f06poBosibLaM, KOTOpblE NMPOSIBASIOT
«xeceq wenb amMeT» (gobpoTta K yconwum),
BOCCTaHaBAMBasi 1 NpMBOAS B MOPSAOK MOru/bl €BpPEEB,
KoTOopble 6bin norpeberbl nNpu cogencreum HFBA.



STATEN ISLAND HFBA
BREAKFAST

he Staten Island community warmly inaugurat-

ed an annual HFBA Breakfast on December 19,
2010 to coincide with the Torah portion of
“Vayechi,” the last in the book of Genesis, which
describes the death of the patriarch Jacob. Over one
hundred participants attended and the next Breakfast
has already been scheduled to coincide with that
same portion on January 8, 2012. We thank the
Staten Island community for their generous support.
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CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $15 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HEFBA and receive a generous tax deduction.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA’s promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by spon-
soring a grave marker for an
unmarked grave for a donation of
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Original pushka from 1909 at
HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery
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$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name
will be added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel at
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old talleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will
be called upon to bury.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area that
can help us.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



