THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed
shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

VOLUWME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were commit-
ted to burying their indigent dead according
to Jewish tradition, rather than having them
buried in a mass grave in City Cemetery.
Since its inception HFBA has interred over
60,000 Jews in its two cemeteries. HFBA is
also committed to retrieving the identities of
those interred and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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nna and Boris B.* came to New York from the Former Soviet

Union in 1974, shortly after the tragic death of their only son. A
mutually devoted couple, they settled in Queens and worked hard
for many years, she as a seamstress, he as a building inspector.

In 2008, Anna died, leaving Boris, at the age of eighty, alone and iso-
lated. At the same time HFBA arranged Anna’s funeral and burial,
Boris reserved a grave next to his wife and we gave him the phone
numbers for local Jewish social service agencies. He was sent an
annual grave care bill which was paid promptly. Uncharacteristically,
in the spring and summer of 2011 we received no response from him
and at the beginning of October we were surprised that the mail we
had been sending was returned to the HFBA office.

Our intake coordinator became alarmed and investigated by making
calls to various agencies. We were upset to learn that Boris had died
almost a year previously, in January, and had been buried in City
Cemetery in August. No one had reported the death to the Queens
Public Administrator as required, until HFBA intervened, and the
Public Administrator issued an immediate order to disinter.

Boris’ disinterment and funeral at HFBA's Mount Richmond
Cemetery was scheduled for a day in December at 9:30 a.m. The plan
was for the funeral director to take the ferry to City Cemetery on
Hart's Island, to arrive at 8:00 a.m., have the deceased placed in his
van and leave the island by 8:30 a.m. A few minutes before the
scheduled funeral, the HFBA rabbi at the cemetery received a call that
the burial would have to be delayed until approximately 11 a.m. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



THOUGHTS FOR PASSOVER

Passover, the festival which marks the liberation of the Jews from slavery in Egypt,
i S
traditionally a time to give tzedakah (charity), particularly maot chittim, money for the
purchase of holiday food and supplies. Every seder opens with the invitation that any-
one is welcome to join those already at the holiday table. These aspects of Passover
emphasize that the Jewish community is responsible for the well-being of all its mem-
bers, especially those in want. We recognize that poverty is a form of slavery without
the chains.

The Jewish emphasis on community is expressed in many ways, including bikur cholim (visiting
the sick), hachnassat kallah (ensuring that a bride has the resources to marry), kimpatorin aid (for a new mother)
as well as providing food and clothing for the poor. The community is entrusted with the responsibility of
assuring cradle to grave resources. Toward this end, we hope you will help HFBA in its unique mission of assur-
ing each and every Jew a dignified funeral and burial, no matter who or what he was during his life time, “mas-
ter” or “slave.”

HFBA HELPS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 /
Department of Corrections manages the City (

Cemetery and burials are handled by inmates incar-
cerated on Riker’s Island. When the HFBA funeral Q: Can a Jew receive and/or donate organs
director arrived on the island, he was informed that after the death of the donor?

the prisoners had been taken to breakfast and he

, , A: This is a serious, complex issue which centers
would have to wait for their return.

on the Jewish definition of death. According to
halacha (the Jewish legal system), if specific con-
ditions are met, a Jew may donate or receive an
organ. It is imperative to consult with a
rabbi on individual cases. The Halachic Organ
Donor Society (www.hods.org) is a valuable
resource for information.

HFBA has been fortunate to have a minyan (quorum)
of volunteers who attend burials to make sure that
those who have lived and died alone will be accompa-
nied to their final resting place by members of the
Jewish community who say the mourning prayers. At
9:30 a.m., our rabbi notified the already assembled
group of the time change and the volunteers dispersed
to continue with their plans for the day. At 11 o’clock,
seven of the volunteers returned for the burial, anoth-

er volunteer came on short notice and the rabbi and DONATE YOUR USED CAR!

cemetery superintendent completed the minyan.

Did you know that you can donate your
car, in whatever condition, to HFBA and

As a strong rain came down, Boris was finally buried receive an IRS tax deduction as allowable
as a Jew, next to his beloved wife, with a minyan recit- by law? It's easy! Just call our office!
ing tehillim, kaddish and the Kayl molay prayers in his Your car will be picked up and sold at
memory. auction, with the proceeds going to

HFBA to continue our important work.

*Names have been changed 1o protect confidentiality.




THE SILVER LAKE
CEMETERY
RESTORATION
PROJECT BEGINS!

hanks to initial funding from a generous donor
who wishes to remain anonymous, HFBA has
embarked on a long overdue, ambitious project to
restore the older of our two cemeteries, Silver Lake,

which first opened in 1893.

The history of the great migration of European Jews
to the goldenech medina of America had, as its epicenter,
New York City. This story has been told in many
books and resides in the many historical locations
which explore the narrative of what became a
thriving community which met all the needs of its
members, from cradle to grave. Silver Lake Cemetery
is an important part of that history.

A team of archaeologists, engineers, geo-physicists,
landscape architects and historians will use state of
the art technology to identify the location of the
many unmarked graves, particularly in the children’s
section. They will also determine how to address
persistent flooding problems as well as difficulties
caused by tree growth.

We hope you will help us reconstruct a vital part of
the Jewish history of New York. Your donation will
restore the dignity of those buried in this sacred space
and allow visitors to explore a forgotten piece of our

heritage and history.
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HFBA BURIALS

UP 10%

IN THE LAST YEAR

he number of HFBA burials has risen each

year in the last several years, probably due to
the recession, the number of people who are liv-
ing longer and outliving their savings as well as
the higher profile that HFBA has achieved, mak-
ing our services are more widely known and
used. Interestingly, the percentage of Russian
immigrants in our caseload has remained steady.

The graph below tells the story:
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HFBA ANNUAL

CHESED DAY
April 22, 2012 ¢ 1-3pm

Please call Andrew Parver, Director of
Education and Outreach (212-239-1662) for
information or to reserve space for individuals
or groups to help clean and clear HFBA's
Silver Lake Cemetery on Staten Island
(926 Victory Boulevard).

This annual event regularly attracts a
large number of people dedicated to the
mitzvah of chesed shel emet.

We hope you will join us! Please sign up
for the event on our Facebook Page
(www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial)
which will also have the most up to date
weather information.




Thank You, HFBA

[would like to share a thought I had since the recent
burial of Mr. C. in the Mount Richmond Cemetery last
week. Mr. C. was a resident at our Nursing Facility in
Cherry Hill, New Jetsey. The sole friend he had was a
non-Jewish friend who after extensive research
managed to track down a family member of Mr. C.'s
and 1o inform her of his impending demise. The family
member’s response was that primanly due to financial
constraints she wanted him cremated and 10 be shipped
to California where she lived. After working with
Misaskim and spending significant time with the friend
we were able to convince all parties involved to have
Mr. C. brought 10 a Jewish burial.

As I'm sure you have heard before but it bears
repeating, without your outstanding and magnanimous
organization this would not have been possible. 1o say
that you are doing a tremendous Chesed Shel Emes
and an untold value 1o the Jewish concept of Tikun
Olam is a gross understatement. [ have tremendous
recognition to your organization.

[ would be remiss if [ didn't mention the gentlemen
who participated in the burial. They take off from their
schedules to help this wondetful Chesed and that's just
an amazing display of Ahavas Chinom.

Finally, I think you have a hidden treasure in the
Rabbi who officiated this Funeral, Rabbi Shmuel
Plafleer. He had the family members on conference and
he gave a patient and detailed description of what an
Orthodox Jewish funeral looks like and explained all
the nuances that go into it. He officiated with uncanny
efficiency and the family really felt they made a right
decision after hearing all the details of the funeral.

It is because of organizations like yours and people
who are on your staff that we can approach the coming
of Moshiach with a resounding affirmative answer to
the question of "have you practiced Ahavas Chinom 1o
you fellow brothers and sisters"

Please let me know if there is any way I can be of
assistance to your work.

Thank you again.

With great admiration,

Mark Berkowitz, L.N.H.A.

Administrator, Cherry Hill Rehab by AristaCare

MOUNT RICHMOND
CEMETERY HOURS

DURING PASSOVER AND SHAVUOT
HOLIDAYS - SPRING 2012

Please note that the cemetery will be closing early
at 1:00 PM on the day prior to each festival.
Throughout the year, the cemetery
closes at 1:00 PM every Friday.

PASSOVER

Friday April 6 Erev Pesach 9 AM-1 PM SHARP
Sunday April 8 2nd day of Passover CLOSED

Thursday April 12 Erev Yom Tov 9 AM-3:45 PM SHARP
Friday April 13 7th day of Passover CLOSED

SHAVUOT

Sunday May 27 Shavuot CLOSED

Monday May 28 Shavuot CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on the last day of these holidays:
Saturday, April 14 and on Monday May 28.

Pacnucanue padoThl KJIaa0MIIA
Mt. Richmond

Ha Bpems npa3anukos Ilecax u IllaByor —
Becna 2012 .

[loxkamyiicTa, UMelTEe BBUAY, YTO MO MATHULAM,
a TaKKe B KAHYH NMPa3IHUKA Ki1aa0uine
3aKpbiBaeTcs panbuie, B 1:00 1us. B cy66oty
KJanouuie Beerga 3akpbiTo Ha Illadar.

HECAX

[TaTHHIA, 6 anpens kanyH [lecaxa 9 AM-1 PM crporo

Bockpecenne, 8 ampens 3AKPBITO

Yetsepr, 12 anpens 9 AM-3:45 PM ctporo
IIsrauna, 13 anpens 3AKPBITO
HIABYOT

Bockpecenbe, 27 mas [ITaByoT 3AKPBITO
Tlonenensuuk, 28 Mas [TaByoT 3AKPBITO

Homunanvnas monumea H3KOP dutaercsi B cyo00TY,
14 anpens u B OHEAETHHUK, 28 Masl.

o



BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

PYCCKUN JAUJZKECT

HFBA nomoraer

Anna u Bopuc B* npuexamu 8 Hoto-Hopk u3 CCCP B 1974
TOJIy, BCKOpE Iocje THOeIn nX eMHCTBEHHOTO chiHa. BecbMma
IIpelaHHbIe YT APYTY CyNpyru nocenwmimch B KBunce n
pabotanu nonrue ToAasl: AHHAa — TIOPTHUXOH, a bopuc —
HMHCIIEKTOPOM 3/1aHUH.

B 2008-m AHHa cKkOHYaNach, 1 BOCBMUAECIATHIETHUN bopuc
ocTacs coBceM oauH. Emgé xorna Espelickoe
BnarorBopurensroe [Toxoponnoe bropo (HFBA) npoBomuiio
TIOXOpOHBI AHHBI, Bopuc 3ape3epBrpOBaI MOTHITY PSIOM C
JKEHOH, W HaII O¥C mair eMy Tene(OHBI MECTHBIX eBPEHCKUX
OpraHu3aINi, MPEJOCTABIIONINX CONUANBHYIO oMoIb. Cyera
3a IB€ MOTHJIBI, TIOChIIaeMble bopucy exeroaHo, omiayuBagInuch
0e3 3agepkek. Tak mpomomxanock 1o BecHsl 2011 rona, korma
OTBETa HE MMOCIIe0BAI0. A B OKTIOpe IMHChMa ObUTH
Bo3BpaieHsl B opuc HFBA kak He Hamenmue axpecara.

Torma HaI COTPYIHUK BCTPEBOKMIICS M 003BOHMI HECKOIBKO
TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX areHTCTB. MBI OBUIH MTOTPSICEHBI, Y3HAB YTO
Bopuc ymep moutu rox Hasaz, B suBape 2011 roma, u Obut
TIOXOPOHEH B aBr'yCTE TOTO YK€ rojja Ha TOPOJICKOM
00I1IeCTBEHHOM KJIa/I0NIIE. 3a 3TH MECSIbl HUKTO HE
MIOTPY/IMIICS, B COOTBETCTBUH C IIPaBHJIAMH, YBEIOMHUTH
obmecTBeHHOTO anMuHICTpaTtopa Keuuaca o cmeptu bopruca.
[Tocne BmemarensctBa HFBA, aqMuHACTpaTOp HEMEIEHHO
BBIJIJ OpJep Ha Iepe3axopoHEHHE.

W3Bneuenne ocrankoB bopuca n nepesaxopoHeHne Ha
npunaanexkameM HFBA kiranbumie Maynt Puamonn Oputn
HaMeJeHbI Ha OfMH M3 JieKkaOpbckux aner 2011 roxa.
V3HauanpHO IITAaHUPOBAIOCH, UTO HAII JUPEKTOP 10
ITOXOPOHAM, BOCIIOJIB30BABIIICH TAPOMOM, MIPHEICT PAHO YTPOM
Ha TOPOJICKOE OOIIECTBCHHOE KIIAA0UIIE HAa OCTPOBE XapT U
3aTeM OTBE3ET OCTAHKH B CBOEM MUKPOaBTOOyce Ha KiaouIie
MayHT PruMoHnz, 94T00BI YCHETh K AEBSITH yTpa — BPEMEHH, Ha
KOTOpOe OBbUIM Ha3HA4YeHBI MOXOPOHBI. Ho He3amonro 1o
HA3HAYCHHOTO BPEMEHH HAIllEMy PaBBHHY TTO3BOHIIIH 1
cooburmn o 3amepxke. [leno B ToM, 9T0 0OIIECTBEHHBIM
kiaaouieM 3asenyet Jlenaprament VcrpaBUTeabHbIX
3aBesieHHH, M B TOXOPOHAX 3a]ICHCTBOBAHBI 3aKIIOYEHHBIC
TIOpbMbI Paiikepc Ainena. Korma nupexkTop mo nmoxopoHam
TIOSIBUJICSI HA OCTPOBE XapT, €ro yBEIOMWIH, UTO Y
3aKJIIOUEHHBIX 3aBTPaK U MO3TOMY NMPUAETCS KIATh.

B stot nens HFBA coOpaino MuHbsIH (IeCSTh 4eJI0BeK)
JI0OPOBOJIBLIEB, KOTOPHIE PETYJISIPHO HPUXOISAT HA TTOXOPOHBI IS
TOTO, YTOOB! OJIMHOKUX €BPEEB MPOBOXKAIN B TOCIIEAHUH MTyTh
MOJIWJINCH 32 HUX WICHBI eBpeiickoll oOIMHEL B neBsiTh Ham
PaBBHH COOOIIHII COOPABIIMMCS O 3aJIepKKE, M 9aCTh U3 HUX
pasomuracsk o cBouM fenaM. K onnHHAIATH 9acaM TOSBIIIACH
BOCBMEPO JJ0OPOBOJIBbLIEB, U PABBUH BMECTE C YIPABIISIOIIUM
KJIaJ0HIIEM JOTOIHIWIA HEOOXOMUMbIN MUHbBSIH. Bopuc ObLI
HaKOHEI] TIOXOPOHEH 110 eBPEHCKOMY O0OpSIY, PSIIIOM CO CBOCH
JIIOOMMOH JKeHO, TI0]1 YTeHHUE TICAIMOB, TIox 3BykH Kanuina u
oco6oii MmoiuTBeI Kaiin Morneii, mpon3HocuMoii B maMsATh 00
YCOIIIIAX.

* umena uzmeneHol

Pasmbinienust o npasauuke Ilhcax

IIscax — mpa3aHUK, OTMEUAKOIINI 0CBOOOKICHUE CBPECB U3
erunerckoro padcrea. CoracHo eBpeiickol TpajuIuy B 3TH
JTHU TIPUHATO IIEPO AaBaTh MEAaKy (TIOKSPTBOBAHUS), U B
0COOCHHOCTH JaBaTh IEHBTY HA MAOT XUTHM, T.€. TOKYTIKY
TIpa3IHUYHBIX €5l U ofekabl. Kaxkapri macxaneubrii Cenep
OTKPBIBACTCSI MPHUIJIAIIICHHUEM JTFO0OOMY BOWTH U
MPUCOCTUHUTHCS K CUJISIIUM 3a MPA3THUYHBIM CTOJIOM. DTU
4yepThl mpa3aauka [1acax mogu€pKuBaloT TO, YTO EBpEHcKas
o0IIMHa OTBEYaeT 3a 0J1aroCOCTOSIHUE BCeX e€ WICHOB, M B
0COOCHHOCTH HYXIAIoMmuxcs. MbI kKak OBl IpU3HAEM, 9TO
6EIHOCT — 3TO TOXKE PA3HOBUIHOCTH PaOCTBa, XOTh U 0€3
BUJIUMBIX IIE€TICH.

BaxHOCTB OOIIMHBI TPOSIBIICTCS] BO MHOTOM, HAIIPUMEpP B
TpagMLUSIX OUKYp X0IuM (TIocenieHne OOJIbHBIX), XaXHACCET
Kana (oOecrieueHre HEBECTH HAOOXOMMBIME CPEICTBAMHU Ha
cBaIb0y), KUMIATOPUH (TTOMOIITH JKEHIIIMHE, CTaBIICH MaTepbio),
a TaKk)Ke B MPEIOCTABICHUH €J1bl U ONIeK bl OeqHbIM. OOIInHA
OTBEYaeT 3a COOp CPEACTB, AOCTATOYHBIX IS KOJUICKTHBHOMN
3a00ThI 0 KOXKIOM €Bpee, OT POXKJICHUS IO MOTHJIBL. B aTOM
KJII04Ye MBI HajeeMcs, 4To Bl nomoxkere HFBA B ero
YHHUKAITbHOH MUCCHHU — 00SCIICUCHUN BCEM €BPESM JIOCTONHBIX
TTOXOPOH U MTOTPeOCHNs, BHE 3aBICUMOCTH OT TOTO, KEM OHH
OBUTH MPH KHU3HU — «TOCTIOJAMIY WIIN «padaMuy.

KosmmuecTBo noxopon, nposeaéunsix HFBA,
B NPOULJIOM roay Bbipocsao Ha 10%

KonnuectBo norpedennii, npoBogumMeix HFBA, pactér kaxabiit
TOJl BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO JeT. [IpnduHbl 1 B popoikaromeiics
peneccud, 1 B TOM, YTO JIOAN CTAIH XKHUTh JOJbIIC,
«IIPOXKUBas CBOM cOepekenus. OnHa U3 NIPUYUH — BO3POCIIAs
u3BectHocTh HFBA. O Hammx yciyrax OoJibIiie 3HAIOT U
MO03TOMY Hallle MMH T0JIb3YIoTCs. IHTepecHoe Halmonenue:
MPOLEHT PYCCKOSI3BIYHBIX UMMHUIPAHTOB CPEIU HALIMX
KIIMEHTOB CTAOMIIbHO BBICOK. J[MHAMUKa HaIIe akTHBHOCTH 3a
TOCTIETHNE TO/IBI TTOKA3aHa Ha TrpaduKe:

LLOZ 0L0Z 600C 800C



COMMUNITY BREAKFASTS

he HFBA Staten Island Community Breakfast on January
8th featured guest speaker Rabbi Ben Tzion Shatfier, Director
of theshmuz.com, a Torah lecture series available in digital

format. 120 people attended the breakfast.

The Riverdale Community Breakfast on March 4th attracted 170
people to honor Dr. Samson Fine (Chesed Shel Emet Award),
[saac Geld (Community Service Award) and Drs. Frimet and

Yisroel Kaplan (Oskim b"Tzibur Award.)

If your community can host an event for HFBA, please call

Executive Director Amy Koplow (212-239-1662).
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:

Andrea Harris, breakfast co-chair; Dr. Frimet Kaplan,
honoree; Amy Koplow, Executive Director;
Minna Monte Seitelman, HFBA Board treasurer;
Isaac Geld, honoree; Dr. Yisroel Kaplan, honoree;
Daniel Z. Werlin, HFBA Board co-president;
Robbie Marcus, breakfast co-chair; Dr. Samson Fine,
honoree; Paul Lowenthal, HFBA Board member

CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLACE HEBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $15 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HEFBA and receive a generous tax deduction.

ESTABLISH an HEFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA’s promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a
bequest.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of $150

(6]

and you will receive a framed certificate. Sponsor
four markers and a plaque with your name will be
added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel at
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit kaddish for your loved
one for a donation of $180.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old tlleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will be called upon to
bury.

USE your clerical skills in our midtown office as a
volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional with HFBA by
donating your expertise and skills in an area that can

help us.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



