THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.
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THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan's Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA
has interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two
cemeteries. HFBA is also committed to
retrieving the identities of those interred
and is attempting to provide a gravestone
for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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This Issue of the Chesed is Dedicated to the Memory of
DEENA KRITCHER

HFBA AS RESOURCE
AND REFERRAL

he competent staff of HFBA is often called upon as a resource in
matters regarding the deaths of Jews who die outside the New
York metropolitan area. Since HFBA is not a funding agency, it tries
to access help from the Jewish community where the death occurred.

A call came into HFBA the Tuesday after the Super Bowl from a small
town in Pennsylvania. Apparently, a twenty-five year old Jewish
man, suffering from multiple sclerosis, yet still the sole support of his
family, was shot after a Super Bowl! party. His father had been bedrid-
den for years with lung cancer, his mother had a brain tumor, and his
sister, herself the mother of two young children, was a drug addict.
Complicating matters further was the tentative ruling by the Medical
Examiner that the death was an accidental suicide which made the
deceased ineligible for victim’s compensation which would have paid
funeral and burial expenses.

Our resourceful funeral coordinator helped the caller (a Chabad rep-
resentative) locate a Jewish burial society in a nearby city. She also got
in touch with a local synagogue to see if the synagogue could cover
the expenses of the burial. Meanwhile, a woman who belonged to
the synagogue, who was a former teacher of the deceased, offered
her rights to a grave, only to discover that she did not in actuality,
possess those rights. Since a Jewish burial is supposed to take place
as close to the death as possible, time was of the essence.

With patience and ingenuity born of experience, HFBA arranged to
have the young man buried in a Jewish cemetery near his home, the
costs assumed by two local synagogues.



This Issue of the Chesed is
Dedicated to the Memory of

DEENA KRITCHER

(January 11, 1949 — January 9, 2010)

n the course of her research into her family’s history,

Deena Kritcher of Los Angeles, CA was startled to
discover that she had a close connection with Hebrew
Free Burial Association and remained a grateful
champion of HFBA, leaving the organization a sizable
bequest in her will.

Mrs. Kritcher’s grandfather, Nahum Lifshitz, had
immigrated to the United States in 1908 from
Bialystok, Russia, with his wife Jochebed, also
known as Jenny. They
settled in Brooklyn, New
York and had two sons,
Moses and Mrs. Kritcher’s
father, David, who was
only two years old at the
time of his father’s death at
the age of thirty eight, in
1917.

Like many immigrants at the time, the grief over the
loss of a beloved husband and father as well as the
family breadwinner, was compounded by extreme
poverty which made it impossible for the young
widow to afford a funeral and burial. HFBA stepped
in as it had so many times in the past, and would so
many times subsequently, burying Mr. Lifshitz
according to the rites and rituals of the Jewish
religion.

Deena Kritcher not only talked about her gratitude
to HFBA. She made certain that others would be
afforded the same dignified end as had her grandfa-
ther, a man she knew only from the anecdotes that
survived him. Not only does his legacy live on as part
of HFBA's story, hers does too.

E mesto G.* was born in Argentina, attended
university there and served in the army. He immi-
grated to the United States in the 1970’s and worked
for Boeing as an engineer. However, after being laid
off two decades ago, he was unable to get back on his
feet and dedicated his life to his hobbies, photogra-
phy and astrology. His guardian called HFBA upon
Ernesto’s death in a nursing facility and HFBA gave
him the dignified burial this lost soul deserved.

avid K. had suffered a nervous breakdown

following the death of his brother who was
buried by HEBA. Several weeks after his release from
the hospital, David was found by his friend in his
apartment, deceased. Following the legally mandated
investigation performed by the Public Administrator,
David’s body was released to HFBA for burial beside
his beloved sibling.

Another case of a body found in an apartment
concerned Sally T., discovered by her landlord,
her dead dog beside her body. Sally had been a
manager of a marina in San Francisco many years
before but resided in an assisted living facility at the
time of her death. She had lived in a foster home as a
child and the foster mother had died. Relatives of the
foster mother had no information about Sally. They
only asked about inheriting her possessions.

*Names have been changed 1o protect confidentiality.
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From the

MAILBAG %

['d like 10 tell you how [ found out about your organization. ..

[ am 57 years old and when I was a baby at 5 months old my eight year old
brother tragically drowned in the East River... Ny mother told me that since they
were so poor they couldn’t afford to bury him. She turned to your organization and
he was given a proper Jewish burial.

My mother recently passed away...In going through. .. her. .. papers, I came across
my brother’s...grave card. Now [ knew where he was buried... [ went for the first
time 1o visit his grave and prayed that he would have a (grave)stone. He did.

In honor of my mother’s memory, I am sending a donation 1o be placed for other
graves 1o be marked. [ cannot begin to tell you how pleased I feel that your
organization helped my family in their time of need and that my brother has a
proper resting place ar Mt. Richmond (Cemetery). Thank you for this burial
association from the bottom of my heart.

Eve Salinas

g INCREASED NEED FOR SERVICES A

eJewishPhilanthropy.com recently reported that non-profits
are struggling to meet the demand for increased services. 85% of
organizations expect an increase in demand this year and only 9%
expect this year to be financially easier for the people they serve.
Yet despite these challenges, non-profits are taking significant
steps to meet the needs of their communities. Although many
have expanded existing programs and the number of clients they
serve, 37% have reduced annual expenses, 36% are relying more
on volunteers and 47% have partnered with another organization
to Improve or increase services.

As a Jewish non-profit agency, HFBA struggles to meet the needs of its

clients. As of June 1, we arranged 162 butials for needy Jews in 2011. With
your continued hely, HFBA will never have to deny anyone a dignified

&]ewish burial. J
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Q: Does one sit shiva and
observe mourning rituals
for stepparents?

A: Most poskim (Jewish legal
decisors) agree that one
is allowed, but is not
required, to perform Jewish
mourning rituals in the case
of stepparents and step
siblings. It is recommended
that each case be brought to
a rabbi for adjudication.

HELPING HFBA

I n the course of doing genealogy
research, Robert (Bob) Altabet
discovered that his relative, Leon
Gabay, originally from Turkey,
and an unemployed factory
worker at the time of his death in
1947, had been buried in HFBA’s
Mount Richmond Cemetery:.

Several years later, it came to
Bob’s attention that HFBA could
benefit from his expertise in
strategic planning. This year,
Bob has been a most valuable
resource, volunteering his time
and expertise.

Thank you, Bob!

If you can give of your time, talent or
skill to help HFBA, please call
Executive  Director, Amy  Koplow
(212-239-1662).



WE THANK OUR VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to the following groups who have spent time cleaning
and clearing the debris in Silver Lake Cemetery. May they have
many opportunities to engage in chesed and mitzvot!

If you would like to help, either as an individual or as part of a
group, please call the HFBA office at 212-239-1662.

* Yavneh Academy

* Manhattan Day School

e Shalhevet High School for Girls

* Oheb Shalom Congregation Men’s Club (S. Orange, NJ)
* The Abraham Joshua Heschel High School
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SHALHEVET HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

DID YOU KNOW...

Sephardic Jews are descendants of the Jewish communities of Spain and Portugal which were expelled dur-
ing the Inquisition in the late 15th century. The term “Sephardic” Jewry has come to include “Mizrachi”
Jews who are descended from Jews of the Muslim Middle East and North Africa. Ashkenazi Jewish com-
munities trace their origins to Christian Europe. Mourning rituals are among the many customs that the two
communities practice somewhat differently.

Among many Sephardim, the tearing of the mourner’s garment (kriah) takes place upon the return from the
cemetery, rather than prior to the funeral as in Ashkenazi circles. Syrian Jews blow a shofar in the chapel after
reciting kaddish, prior to leaving for the cemetery. Mourners in the shiva house sit on the floor on pillows, not
on low stools. Food is laid out for visitors throughout the week of shiva and the mourner is comforted with
the words, “May you be comforted from Heaven” when the visitor leaves the shiva house. In some Sephardic
communities, shiva ends with a special meal and eulogies for the deceased.
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BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

PYCCKUN JAUJZKECT

Dmom nomep «Xeceoy noceauien namamu /Junvt Kpumuep
(11 aneapsa 1949 — 9 ansaps 2010)

W3yyas cemeiinyio uctoputo, xxurenpauna Jloc Amkeneca
Juna Kputuep ¢ usymiieHrneM o0HApYKUIa JABHIOK CBSI3b CBOCH
cembu ¢ EBpeiickum brarorBoputensusim [loxoponnsm Bropo
(HFBA). Oxa3zainocs, 4uto e€ aen, Haxym Jlugumn, sSMurpupoBain B
CIIA B 1908 roay u3 Bemocroka co cBoeii sxeroit Hoxesen. ITapa
nocenuwiach B bpykiuse, rie y HUX poAWINCh JBa chiHAa: Mo3ec u
Jaenng — Oynymwii orent r-xu Kputdep. JlaBuny Obu1o Beero iBa
roza, korga Haxym ckoHuancs, He JOXHUB A0 copoka. ['ope ot
MOTEPH OTIA U KOPMUJIBLIA YCYTYOISIIOCh KpaitHel OEIHOCTBIO.
Monopast BooBa Obula HE B COCTOSHUN OIUIaTUTh OXOPOHBI MYXa.
Kaxk u Bo MHOTMX IomoOHbIX ciydasx, HFBA momonio 31oii ceMse,
noxoponuB Haxyma JIuguna cormacHo eBpeiickuM 3aKoHaM U
TPaIULIUSIM.

Y3HaB 00 3TOM MHOTO JieT ciycts, JJuna Kputyep Beipaxana
cBor OnarogapHocts HFBA He TosbKo cli0BamMH, HO U J€JIaMu.
OHa crana aktuBHO noanepxxusarb HFBA, B ToM uiicie BblienuB
Hanle opraHu3anuy 3HaYUTENbHYI0 CYMMY B CBOEM 3aBEIIaHUU.
DTHM OHA MOMOIIa 00ECIEUHUTh TOCTOHBIE TIPOBOABI B MOCIETHUMA
MyTh MHOTHM JIIOISIM, TaK e, KaK KOT1a-TO 3TO OBUIO CHENaHO JUIS
eé ea, 4eIoBeKa, KOTOPOro OHa HUKOIZIAa He BHUJeNa U 3HaJla
TOJIBKO 10 ceMelHbIM pacckazaM. Mimena Haxyma Jludmmna u
Junsr Kputuep Becerna ocranyres B ucropun HFBA.

BOHpOCI)I H 0TBETbI

Bonpoc: Ectb i1 00513aHHOCTB CHICTh IIUBY (CeMb JHEH cKopOM)
0 OTYMMY HJIU Madexe?

OtBeT: BONBIIHHCTBO aBTOPUTETOB 110 €BPEHCKOMY TPaBy
COIJIACHBI, 9TO COOMIONICHNE PUTYAJIOB CKOPOU B CITy4ae CMEPTH
OTYMMa, MaueXH WU CBOJHBIX OpaTbeB WM CECTEP pa3perieHo, HO
HE sIBISIETCS 00s13aTeIbHBIM. PEKOMEHIyeTC sl COBETOBAThCS C
PaBBHHOM B Ka)K/IOM OTACIHHOM CIIydae.

Bonpoc: ITouemy Bo BpeMsi €BpEHCKUX IIOXOPOH U Ha €BPEHCKHUX
MOTMJax HE YBHUIIb 1{BETOB?

OtBert: VcTopHdecku pa3Hble HapOABI HCHOIB30BAIN Oallb3aMBbl,
CTICINH, BOCKYPCHUS MITH I[BETHI, YTOOBI 3aITyIIHTh 3ariax
pasmararomierocst MepTBoro tera. CormacHO eBpeliCKUM 3aKOHaM,
nro6oe 6anb3aMUpPOBAHHUE 3aMPEIIEHO, U €BPEEB XOPOHAT BCKOPE
nocne cMeptu. ITosToMy B 11BeTax HET HEOOXOAUMOCTH, K TOMY XKe
L[BETHl HA MOT'MJIE ACCOLIUMPOBAIIIChH Y €BPEEB C SI3bIYECKUMU
00psIaMu OTpeOeHN, TI03TOMY eBpefickast TpaJuIus He OXo0pseT
UX HCTonb30BaHne. CunTaeTcs Takxke, 9YTO OCTaBUTh YTO-TO
«OKHBYIIee» Ha MOTHIIE OCKOPOIISET MaMATh TOTO, KOTO yKe HeT
Cpeay KUBBIX.

HFBA kak uCTOYHHMK HH(popManun

3HaHUS HALIUX COTPYIHUKOB — BaXKHBIH pecypc, KOTOPBIH
9acTO MCIOJIB3YETCs, KOTAa €BPeH YMHUPAIOT BIAJIM OT paiioHa
Bonbmioro Hbm-ﬁopxa. ITockonsxky HFBA He moxer
MPEJOCTABIISATh ICHEKHYIO TOMOIIb HANPSIMYIO, MBI BCEria

MBITaeMCs IOOUTHCS (PMHAHCOBOW MOAJIEPKKH OT MECTHBIX
eBpercKuX OOUIMH.

OnHaXxIpl B HalIeM oQrce pa3nacs 3BOHOK M3 MaJIEHHKOTO
roponka B [TeHcuibpBanuu. Hekuid MONO10# YestoBek ObLI CITy4aiHO
3aCTpesieH BO BpeMsl BEUEPUHKH MOCe po3bIrpeia bosbmioro
Ky6Oxa. HecMoTps Ha To, 4TO y HETO caMoro ObLII paccesiHHbIN
CKJIEpO3, OH OBUI €IMHCTBEHHBIM KOPMHUJIBLIEM JUIS CBOCH CEMbBH.
Oo0a ero poauTens GOSN PaKkoM, a y CECTPBI, CTpaJaBIIeh
HapKOTHYECKOW 3aBUCHMOCTBIO, OBLIO IBOC MAJIOJICTHUX JICTEH.
Jleno oCIoXHSIOCH eIé U TeM, YTO 3aKJIIOYEHUE METUINHCKOTO
0CMOTpa JIOIYCKaJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh CaMOYOUHCTBA. DTO JIMIIAIIO
CEMbIO MOTUOIIETO0 KOMIICHCAIMH ISl )KEPTB HECUACTHBIX CITy4yacs,
KOTOpast Moryia Obl MMOKPBITH PACXOAbI HAa TOXOPOHBI U OrpedeHue.

Hamra cotpynHuiia, OTBeHaromIas 3a OPraHM3alHio IIOXOPOH,
TIOMOTYIa 3BOHUBIIEMY (TIPE/ICTABUTENI0 Xabaia) HAliTH eBpeicKoe
MOXOPOHHOE 00111ecTBO B Onmmkaiiiem ropozae. OHa Taxxke
CBsI3aJ1ach C MECTHOM CHHATOTOM Ha MPEIMET MOKPBITHS PACXOI0B
Ha MOXOPOHBI. BakHO OBLIO HE YyIYCTHTh BPEMs, IIOCKOJIBKY
eBpeiicKre 3aKOHBI TIPENUCHIBAIOT XOPOHUTH YMEPIIHX CPaszy
MOCJIC CMEPTH.

Bnaropaps teprieHu0 U M300peTaTeIbHOCTH HalleH
corpyanuusl, HFBA cMmormio opranu3oBats IOXOPOHBI MOJIOIOTO
4yeJIoBEeKa Ha eBpelickoM KilaJ0uUIle HEANeKo OT ero qoma. JIse
MECTHBIE CHHATOTH Pa3/eiIiIN PacXobl Ha MOTrpeOeHue.

HFBA nomoraer

* OpHecto ['* poauics B ApreHTHHe, Iie OTCIYXKUI B apMUU U
yumiics B yausepcutere. On smurpuposan B CIIA B
CEeMUACCATHIX M PadOTa HH)XEHEPOM Ha OHOM H3 3aBOJOB
Bboumnra. [loce yBonpHEHMS ABaaIaTh JIET Ha3aa DPHECTO HE
CMOT CHOBA YCTPOUThCS U yBIEKes poTtorpaducii u acTposaoruei.
Korna oH ckoHuascs B 1oMe MpecTapenblX, €ro ONeKyH MO3BOHUI
B HFBA, KxoTOpO€ cMOINIO OpraHu30BaTh 11 DPHECTO AOCTONHHbIE
HOXOPOHBL.

Jasun K. mepenéc HepBHBIH CpPBIB IociIe cMepTH Oparta,
MMOXOPOHBI KOTOPOTO ObLIH MpoBeeHbI ipu oMot HFBA.
UYepes HECKOIBKO HEAETb MOCiIe BbIxoAa U3 0onbHUIE! [aBua Obl1
HalZieH MepTBBIM B cBoel kBapTupe. [locne monarasmierocs mno
3aKOHY paccief0oBaHus 00CTOATEIbCTB KOHYHUHBI, IPOBEAEHHOIO
agMUHUCTpanueit ropona, teno Jasuaa 6suto nepenano HFBA,
KOTOPOE OPTaHH30BAJIO €T0 IIOXOPOHBI PSIOM C JIFOOHMBIM
Oparom.

Camu T. Obuta HaiieHa MEPTBOW B CBOCH KBapTHPE B JOME IS
noxwislX. Camy Korna-to padorana ynpasisiolUM B OXHOM U3
AxT-ki1y0oB Can @pannucko. PeOEHKOM OHa XKua B IPUIOTE U
3aTeM ¢ NPUEMHOI MaTepblo, HO €€ MPUEMHOI MaTepH K TOMY
BpEeMEHH He OBbUIO B )KUBBIX, a POJCTBEHHUKH TOI HE UMENH O
Caui HUKakuxX cBefeHnii. X GeCITOKOMIIO TOIBKO OCTaBIIIEECS
nocie Camnn HacnenctBo. HecmoTps Ha Bce aTu TpyaHOCTH,
HFBA B3s10 Ha ce0st OpraHU3aIuio MOXOPOH.
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Thanks to the Staten Island Guardsmen Veterans
Organization & 1st Battalion, 51st Regiment,
88th Brigade, New York Guard, for marking

331 veterans graves at Mount Richmond Cemetery
in honor of Memorial Day.

STAY CONNECTED!

If you would like to sign up for HFBA's
e-Newsletter, or if you'd like to receive a copy
of our DVD, please send an e-mail to
info@hebrewfreeburial.org.

To become a fan of HFBA on Facebook, please visit
www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial.

To follow us on twitter, please visit
www.twitter.com/hfba.

CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $15 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HFBA and receive a generous tax deduction.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA’s promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by spon-
soring a grave marker for an
unmarked grave for a donation of
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$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name
will be added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel at
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old talleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will
be called upon to bury.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area that
can help us.
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Original pushka from 1909 at

HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



