THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

VOLUWME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan's Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were commit-
ted to burying their indigent dead according
to Jewish tradition, rather than having them
buried in a mass grave in City Cemetery.
Since its inception HFBA has interred over
60,000 Jews in its two cemeteries. HFBA is
also committed to retrieving the identities of
those interred and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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Silver Lake Cemetery
Restoration Project

ilver Lake Cemetery, HFBA's first acquisition, opened in 1893 and

was full by 1909. Over the many years since, environmental
issues have challenged its conservation. Now, thanks to initial fund-
ing from a generous donor who wishes to remain anonymous, HFBA
has embarked on an ambitious project to rehabilitate and restore
these historic grounds.

Geophysical engineers from Nova Geophysical Services
marking grave rows in Silver Lake Cemetery.

HFBA was established in the 1880’s, a time during which tens of thou-
sands of Eastern European Jews immigrated to New York City. Many
historical locations are part of the narrative of what became a thriving
community, one which met the needs of its members, from cradle to
grave. Silver Lake Cemetery is an important part of that history.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Julian and Carol Seewald and

HFBA’s “Leave Your Mark Campaign”

Julian and Carol Seewald were surprised to discov-
er that they have been among the most generous
donors to HFBA's “Leave Your Mark Campaign,” our
project to mark each and every grave in Mount

Richmond Cemetery with the name and date of
death of the deceased.

For the past several years, the Seewalds have made
contributions for grave markers for almost 70 graves!
This chesed shel emetr (lovingkindness towards the
deceased) comes naturally to the Seewalds, who both
serve on the chevra kadisha of their synagogue, the
Kingsway Jewish Center in Flatbush, Brooklyn.
Julian’s family has a long history of being involved
with a chevia—members of previous generations of
his family performed this mitzvah in Germany and it
will continue with the involvement of Julian’s
youngest son.

The Seewalds are committed to continuing their
effort toward making sure that no one in HFBA’s
cemetery lies in an unmarked grave. They believe that
each and every person deserves the dignity of having
their name designated above their final resting place.

“Their names must be recognized to
accord their lives full dignity and as
long as I can do it, [ will support this
effort,” says Julian. His generosity has been further
extended to including HFBA in his will. “Somehow,”
he remarked, “this mitzvah just does it for me. It feels
right.”

We are grateful to the Seewalds and wish them many
healthy years together, enjoying their family of five
married children and many grandchildren. They are
models for their family and for the Jewish communi-
ty. May G-d bless them and reward them for the
mitzvah of chesed shel emet to which they are so dedi-
cated. They are an inspiration to us all.

To participate in the HFBA “Leave Your Mark Campaign,”
please send a donation of $150 per grave marker to the
HFBA dffice in the envelope provided. You will receive a
framed cettificate acknowledging your generosity. Sponsor
four markers and a plague with your name will be added 1o
the roster at the Weinberg Chapel ar Mount Richmond
Cemetery.

Silver Lake Cemetery Restoration Project . rov snce 1

A team of archaeologists, engineers, geo-physicists, landscape architects and historians are using state of the
art technology, as well as historical maps and HFBA records, to guide the reconditioning and renovation of
this sacred ground. Among other challenges, problems caused by poor water drainage and tree growth will
be addressed. Most important, in this six acre cemetery filled with 13,000 graves, is the identification of the
many unmarked graves, at least half of which are of children. These children, victims of rampant disease and
malnutrition, had parents too impoverished to afford a grave marker at the time of their deaths, leaving tiny
graves unidentified. Ultimately our goal is to erect memorial markers with the names of all the decedents in
the cemetery.

We hope you, our supporters, will be part of this exciting project to restore the dignity of the cemetery and the
remains of those interred in its sacred grounds.

To discuss opportunities to underwrite major portions of this project, please contact Amy Koplow, HFBA Executive Director.
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HFBA Helps

uan R* had a Jewish friend,

[saac M., who had held a steady
job as a trucker for many years
until he lost his position. His finan-
cial situation deteriorated so quick-
ly that he had to move out of his
apartment and began to live in his
truck. He subsequently got sick,
was in and out of several hospitals
and ultimately died. Juan called
HFBA and helped locate Isaac’s
sister who was in a nursing home
and who authorized the burial.
Juan generously donated $500
towards his friend’s interment at
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Harry S. had arranged his sister’s burial with us
several years ago but did not follow up with
pre-need arrangements for himself. One day, a call
came into the HFBA office from a detective who was
investigating Harry’s death. Despite the decomposi-
tion of the body, which normally creates a delay in
the release of the remains for burial, because of our
prior conversations with Harry, we were able to work
with the Public Administrator for a quick release and
Harry was given a prompt, dignified Jewish burial.

IVI artin W. worked for the city and died of cancer
at the age of sixty-seven. We were called by an
acquaintance who knew that Martin’s mother was
Jewish and had been buried in a Staten Island
cemetery. It turned out that HFBA had buried
Martin’s mother and we knew that she had a son,
David who was in a facility for the developmentally
disabled. We located David and he was able to sign a
release for his brother Martin’s burial. Since David
was unable to attend the funeral, our rabbi conduct-

ed the service speaking into his cell phone, with
David on the other end.

*Names have been changed 1o protect confidentiality

Q: Is above-ground burial in a mausoleum
permitted according to Jewish tradition?

A: According to Jewish tradition, the only
acceptable burial practice is the interment of
remains directly in the earth, allowing for
the decomposition of the body “from dust
to dust.” Above-ground burial is strictly
prohibited.
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Take a
Look...

Our website, www.hebrewfreeburial.org,

has lots of information about our organization.
You can view three films about our work, sign up
for our e-Newsletter, receive a copy of our DVD
or become a fan on Facebook. Take a look!




We Thank Our Volunteers

We thank the following groups of volunteers for their efforts cleaning and clearing Silver Lake and Mount Richmond Cemeteties:

 The Frisch School
* Oheb Shalom Congregation Men’s Club
(S. Orange, NJ)
* Sinai Schools
¢ Stella K. Abraham Yeshiva High School (SKA)
* United States Military Academy at West Point
* Yavneh Academy
* Yeshiva Derech HaTorah

¢ April 22nd HFBA Community Chesed Day volunteers

On March 25, a volunteer army of 11 inspiring cadets
marched into Silver Lake Cemetery in formation,
surveyed the situation, and organized to clear downed trees
and other rubble. In four hours they accomplished an
incredible amount, unfazed by the weight of the debris they
hauled and loaded into the waiting dump truck. And the

We especially want to acknowledge
the group of cadets from United States

Cadets removing a section of a fallen tree
in Silver Lake Cemetery.

most remarkable part was that the cadets thanked us for giving them the opportunity to do the work!

To read a complete account of this story, please read Amy Koplow’s blog post in the Huffington Post:

http://huff.to/LBv8eu

To schedule a visit for your group, please call the HFBA office.

o= Dar HFBA

[ want to take this opportunity to thank you, Rhonda and
Rabbi Plafker.

The service today was so meaningful and brought such digni-
ty 10 the burial of my dear cousin Monica.

..] was 1ld that my cousin was failing and I knew that soon
the decision that was imminent would fall 1o me. I did not
know how [ would be able to afford to bury her in the plot that
was set aside for her next to her dear parents. She had no
money, only the small amount left in her account at the nurs-
ing home where she had spent the last 6 years of her life
unable 1o move from her bed. [ was afraid that the only choice
available to me would be 1o let the city bury her in potter's field.

o

This caused me many sleepless nights ... Then I found you!!!

[ cannot express how much today meant 1o me. If it were pos-
sible that my aunt (Monica’s mother) and my own dear moth-
er could smile today...they would have, in spite of the sadness
of losing het, the dignity with which she left this life and with
which her remains were given up 1o the earth will stay with me
forever.

The ease you afforded me in handling every detail was an
absolute relief.

Monica now rests in the place where she belongs and it is all
due to the incredible mitzvah that you all perform at the
Hebrew Free Burial Association. ..

With my deepest thanks. ..

*Names have been changed to protect confidentiality



BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

PYCCKUN JAUJZKECT

IMpoekT no BoccTanoBiaeHuIo kiaagouma Cunbpep Jleiik
Espeiickoe brnarorsopurensaoe [ToxoporHoe bropo (HFBA)
ObLI0 OCHOBAHO B 1880-€ rojipl, KOrna JECITKH ThICSY
BOCTOYHOGBPOIIEHCKIX eBpeeB MMMHrprpoBaity B Hpro-Fopk.
MHorue MecTa B TOpOJIe SIBIISIOTCS YaCThEO NCTOPHYECKOH
TIOBECTH 00 ATOH MpOIBETAIOIICH 00IIMHE, 3200 THBILIEHCS O
CBOMX WIEHAX OT POXKIeHUs 10 Moruisl. Kimanoume Cunbsep
Jleiik — BaykHas yacTh 3TOM UCTOPHH.

Knanbume Cunbsep Jleiik — nepBoe npuodpererne. OHO
oTKpbLI0Ch B 1893 roay u k 1909-My romy ObLIO YKE 3aIOITHEHO.
C Tex caMmbIX MOp MPOOIEMBI C OKPY>KaIOIINM JIaHadhToM
TIPETIITCTBOBAIM paboTaM I10 cozieprkanuio knanouma. CeromHs
ke, Oraroapsi IIeAPOCTH AAPUTEIIs, TIOXKEIABIIEr0 OCTATHCS
Hem3BecTHBIM, HFBA HaumHaeT cMeJblif PpOeKT 110
BOCCTAHOBJICHHIO Y TIPUBEICHUIO B JOJDKHBIH BHJ 3TOTO
HCTOPUUYECKOTO Y4acTKa 3EMIIH.

B yucne TpyaHocTeH, KOTOpBIE NPUIETCS IPEOAOIETh — IIOXOH
JIPEHAX TEPPUTOPUU U MEJICHHBIN pocT nepeBbeB. Ho maBHas
3aa4a — cpeau 13 ThICSY MOTHJI, TECHSILIUXCS Ha ILIECTH aKpax
3eMITH, IOCTAPAThCs HACHTH(OUIIIPOBATE MHOXKECTBO
HEOTMEUYCHHBIX MOTHII, U3 KOTOPBIX OKOJIO ITOJIOBHHBI COCTABIIAIOT
MOTUJIBI JeTed. Pogurenu aTux neTei, ymepImx oT 3MUJIeMUui U
IIJIOXOTO MUATAHKs, OBUIN CIIAIIKOM O€IHEI, YTOOLI OIUIATHTE XOTSI
OBl HEOOJIBIIION MAMITHUK Ha Moruie. Haiia 1ieib — oCTaBUTh
MIAMATHAKA BCEM YMEPIINM, TOXOPOHECHHBIM Ha 3TOM KJIAJIOHIIIC.

HFBA nomoraer

* YV Xyana P* 6611 npyr, eBpeit o umenu Mcaak M., MHOTO JieT
paborapmmii BoxuteneM rpyzoBuka. [lotom Mcaak morepsit
paborty, ero puHAHCOBas CUTYyalHs OBICTPO YXYAIINIACH, U OH
BBIEXaJI M3 CBOEH KBAPTHUPHI M CTAJ KUTh B TPY30BHKE. 3aTeM
Hcaax cepre3Ho 3a00e, ¥ nociie NpeObIBaHMs B HECKOJIBKUX
OompHUIAX, yMep. XyaH no3BoHmI B HFBA, koTopoe momorio
OTBICKaTh cecTpy Mcaaka, IPOXKMBaBLIYIO B IOME JUIs
mpecTapensix. CecTpa ana pa3penieHie Ha OXOPOHBL XyaH
crenain menpoe noxepreoanue (500 gomrapoB) Ha TTOXOPOHBI
cBoero jpyra Mcaaka Ha xiagouiie MayHt Puamon.

Heckombrko et Hazax [appu C. 10roBopriICcs ¢ HAIIMM O(QHCOM
0 TIOXOPOHAX CBOEH CecTpsbl, OJJHAKO OH He 1M03a00THIICS 3apaHee
00 opranusarmu cBoux rnoxopoH. 1 Bor B HFBA no3sonun
clezoBarellb, 3aHuMaBIuiica cmepTbio ['appu. braaronaps
HAIlIUM MIPOLIIBIM TIeperoBopam ¢ ['appu, ero octaHku Obum
OBICTPO, O€3 OOBIYHBIX B TAKUX CIIy4asX 3aJCPiKEK, MepeIaHbl
HaM OOIIECTBEHHBIM TOPOJCKUM aaMuHuCcTparopoM. ['appu C.
TIOJTyYHII CBOEBPEMEHHBIE, IOCTOWHBIE TIOXOPOHBI 10
eBpeiicKoMy 00psy.

* UMeHA UaMEeHeHbl

B ogpuc HFBA:
41 xo4uy mobmaronapuTh Bally OpraHU3aIHI0, B 0COOCHHOCTH
Pouny u Pa66u [Tnadkepa.

Ceronusmsss norpedaibHast ciay0a OblIa IoIHa ITyOOKOTO
CMBICTIa, 3TO OBUIM JOCTOHHBIE TOXOPOHBI MOEH JBOIOPOIHON
cecTpbl MoHHKH*,

...Korma 51 y3Hana, 4to Most cecTpa yracaer, To IOHsLUIa, YTO BCKOpe
MMCHHO MHE TIPHJICTCS PEIaTh BOIIPOCH! OPraHHM3AIIH €€
TMOXOPOH. 5] He BHIeNna BO3MOXKHOCTH OIUIATHTH e¢ IMorpeOcHre Ha
3apaHee OTBEJICHHOM YYacTKe PSIOM C €€ POIUTESISIMU. Y Hee Ha
CUETY MOYTH HE OCTaNoCh JieHer. [locienHue mecTp JieT OHa
MPOBEJIa B IOME IS TPECTapeIbIX, IPUKOBAHHAS K mOCTeu. S
00s11ach, YTO MPUIICTCS 1aTh €€ TIOXOPOHKUTH Ha OOIIETOPOICKOM
Knaaowuie st 6e3moMHbIX. Ho mociie MHOTHMX 0eCCOHHBIX HOYCH
s y3HaJa O Balllel opraHu3anuy !

He mory BBIpa3uTh, CKOIB MHOTO 3TO U MEHS 3Haumn0. Ecmi Ob1
MOs1 TeTs] — MaTh MOHHKH, U MOsI COOCTBEHHAsI MaTh ObUTH 371€Ch,
OHH ObI, HECMOTPsSI Ha CKOPOb MOTEPH, MPOCBETICIIH ObI JIHUIIOM,
BUJIS C KAKUMH TOP)KECTBEHHOCTBIO U JIOCTOMHCTBOM ITPOBOYKAIIN
13 J)KU3HU MOIO cecTpy. [1amMaTh 00 3TOM lepeMOHHHM OCTaHETCs CO
MHOMW HaBcera.

C mryOouaiimiei 61aronapHOCTHIO, ..(TIOIINCH)

* Umena uzmenemwl

Bormpocsl 1 0TBeTHI
Bompoc: pa3pemaer i eBpeiickasi TpaauIis morpedeHue «Ha
3emiieil», B MaB3oJiee MM cKiemne?

Ortser: ComacHO eBpeliCKUM 3aKOHaM NorpedeHue B 3eMie
SIBJISICTCSI €IMHCTBEHHBIM JI03BOJICHHBIM CIIOCOOOM 3aXOpPOHEHUS,
TIO3BOJISTIOIIAM TEITy Pa3ioXKHThCS, MO0 CKa3aHO «H3 Mpaxa Thl
B3SIT ¥ BO3BPATHIILCSA B Ipaxy». [lorpebenue Hay 3eMiteil cTporo
3aMpEIICHO.

Haima 6s1aronapHocTb

Mpul xomum noonazooapums ciedyroujue Zpynnul 6010HMEPO
3a pabomy no pacuucmxe knaoouuy Cunveep Jleiik u Maynm
Puumono:

* Yavneh Academy (cpennsist mkona «SIBHe»)

» Sinai Schools

» Stella K. Abraham Yeshiva High School

* The Frisch School (ikomna aj1st cTapiiekIacCHIUKOB)

* Oheb Shalom Congregation Men’s Club, S. Orange, NJ

* United States Military Academy at West Point (Boernast
Axanemus Becr [1o#HT)

* Yeshiva Derech HaTorah

MBI B 0COOEHHOCTH XOTHUM ITOONIATOMAPHUTE TPYIITY KaJeTOB M3
Boennoit Akagemrn B Bect Ilo#HT. [IBaanars maToro Mapra K
kianouiy Cusbsep Jleiik CTpOeBbIM IIaroM MojIoNLIa TPyIIa U3
11 xaneroB. [IpousBens ObICTPYIO pa3BeaKy, OHHU IIPUHSIINCH 32
PacUYUCTKy TEPPUTOPHHU OT MOBAIIEHHBIX JEPEBLEB U APYTOTO
mycopa. Beero 3a 4 yaca oHM OTTaIMIM U TOTPY3WIH B TPY30BHK
HEBEPOATHOE KOJTMIECTBO TSHKEIICHHBIX JIEPEBBEB U 00JI0MKOB. 1
caMmoe yIMBHUTENIFHOE: 3aKOHYHB, KaeTHI IOOIAarogapuiIi Hac 3a
BO3MOXKHOCTb MIPOJIENIaTh BCIO 3Ty padory !



The “Three Weeks:” Rejecting Sinaht Chinum

he “three weeks” from the 17th day of the

Hebrew month of Tammuz, to the 9th day of
the month of Av (this year coinciding with the dates
July 7th to the 29th), are the most mournful days in
the Jewish calendar. They commemorate the
destruction of the ancient city of Jerusalem and its
Holy Temple by the Babylonians in 586 BCE and
again, by the Romans in 70 CE. The Rabbis tell us
that the Temple was destroyed because of sinaht
chinum, unwarranted hatred among Jews.
Unfortunately, to this day, dislike and disrespect per-
sist in pockets of the Jewish community among

Jews who believe and practice differently from one
another.

HEFBA believes that everyone is created in the image
of G-d and refuses to discriminate among Jews. All
Jews, regardless of their affiliation, are given the
same dignified burial in our cemetery. Our mission
is to do our work with respect for our brothers and
sisters, regardless of who they were and what they
did during their lifetimes. In this way, we reject
sinaht chinum and embrace our people with compas-
sion and love.

Chesed Shel Emet - How You Can Help

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $15 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HEFBA and receive a generous tax deduction.

ESTABLISH an HEFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA’s promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a
bequest.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for a donation of $150
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and you will receive a framed certificate. Sponsor
four markers and a plaque with your name will be
added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel at
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit kaddish for your loved
one for a donation of $180.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old tlleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will be called upon to
bury.

USE your clerical skills in our midtown office as a
volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional with HFBA by
donating your expertise and skills in an area that can

help us.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



