HFBA MISSION
STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION

devotes its resources to performing chesed
shel emet (the ultimate act of loving
kindness). It is the only agency in the NY
metropolitan area dedicated to assuring
that every Jew, regardless of financial means
or religious affiliation, receives a dignified,
traditional Jewish funeral and burial.

VOLUME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic
and community-minded Jews who were
committed to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
City Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA
has interred over 60,000 Jews in its two
cemeteries. HFBA is also committed to
retrieving the identities of those interred
and is attempting to provide a gravestone
for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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Across America,
Indigent Burials Increase

Recent articles in the American press have discussed the phe-
nomenon of the increased number of unclaimed bodies and
the bodies of those whose loved ones cannot afford to bury them.
Coroners and government officials across the United States have
concluded that the recession has left people with fewer resources
for funerals and burials. HFBA's own statistics support this view as
our caseload has increased over 25% between 2008 and 2012.

[fat the time of death, there is no one to claim a body, state medical
examiners have the task of investigating, researching and finding a
next of kin. If none is found, remains are disposed of in different
ways depending on the locale. In New York City, unclaimed
bodies are buried in mass graves on Hart Island by prisoners,
overseen by the Department of Corrections. In other locations,
bodies may be cremated or donated for medical research (both of
which are prohibited by Jewish law).

HEFBA is in close contact with New York City’s Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner and makes all the necessary arrangements for
a traditional Jewish funeral and burial for any Jew left without a
capable friend or relative.

We depend on the generosity of our donors to ensure that no
Jew, no matter how isolated or impoverished, is abandoned
and forgotten. HFBA is unique in its mission, burying Jews
among their religious brethren with the respect and dignity each
soul deserve.

HFBA burials have increased 10% over last year!

January 1-May 15, 2012:

January 1-May 15, 2013: [ )




Dorothy P. passed away in Florida at the age
of forty-nine. Her brother Sol, in New York,
was her next of kin and wanted to have his sister
cremated. It took almost a month of negotiations
for our rabbinic adviser to dissuade him and Sol
insisted that he wanted only a minimal financial
responsibility for his sister’s funeral arrangements.
Ultimately he paid to ship his sister’s remains
for free burial in HFBA’s Mount Richmond
Cemetery. Sol and his friend, as well as the HFBA

HFBA's Silver Lake and Other
Old American Jewish Cemeteries

FBAs refurbishment of Silver Lake Cemetery,

currently inits initial stages as described in a previous
issue of the Chesed, is part of a larger community effort
to preserve and document Jewish history and historical
sites throughout the United States.

As Jewish communities flourished in America over the
last centuries, their members established synagogues,
mikvaot (ritual baths), kosher butcher shops and
Hebrew schools. They created social welfare systems
to take care of their own from cradle to grave, help-
ing new mothers with food and babysitting, visiting
the sick and caring for the poor. The need for Jewish
cemeteries was addressed by the communities as well.

However, over time and across the nation, many
once thriving Jewish towns emptied as people
moved to seek opportunities elsewhere and slowly
Jewish life trickled where it had once flourished. One
of the consequences of this phenomenon was the
abandonment of old Jewish cemeteries, many now
forgotten and in advanced states of disrepair.
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volunteer minyan attended the funeral where kaddish
was recited.

Natalya B., who had a doctorate in physics and
who had written several books, was born in the
Ukraine and came to America with her motherin the
early 1980’s. Natalya died at the age of eighty five in a
nursing home with no known living relatives. Three
weeks after her death, an employee in the New York
City Office of the Chief Medical Examiner called us.
We located Rabbi K. who had been Natalya’s health
care proxy who was upset that the burial had been
delayed, as twenty five years ago he had promised
Natalya that he would ensure her a proper, and
timely, Jewish burial. Ultimately, Natalya was laid
to rest in Mount Richmond Cemetery, with her
friend and confidante, Rabbi K., in attendance.

*Names changed to protect confidentiality.

There is a renewed interest
in old Jewish cemeteries. Last |
year, an article in the magazine §
Jewish  Acion  described  the ¥
recent discoveries of abandoned
cemeteries in Newburgh, NY
and in Mahanoy City, PA. A
book, A Traveler's Guide to Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries of
the California Gold Rush by Susan Morris which takes
the reader on a journey through Jewish graveyards
of the old American West, was cited in the New York
Times. Several Jewish cemetery associations, such as
CAJAC (Community Association for Jewish At- Risk
Cemeteries) and JCANA (Jewish Cemetery Association
of North America) have, as part of their missions, the
identification and restoration of abandoned Jewish
cemeteries across the United States and Canada.

MONUMENT
IN SILVER LAKE
CEMETERY

Old cemeteries are part of our heritage and are
important resources for learning about our history as
American Jews.



HFBA receives many letters from people who have
had experience with our organization. Below are a few
recent examples. Client names have been changed to

DearHFBA

[ am so impressed by the compassion, efficiency and profes-
sionalism of the Hebrew Free Burial Association, especially
of Helen (HFBA staff member), who helped me immensely
when my brother Paul E. passed away. I had never planned
a funeral before and she calmly, clearly and compassionately
helped me duringevery step of the terrible process. The rabbi. ..
performed a beautiful ceremony and put together a moving
and appropriate eulogy from anecdotes that my brother’s
friends and 1 provided a few hours before the event. Your
organization offers a wondetful service to those in need and
I'm very thankful to have found out about it... Thank you
from the bottom of my heart.

protect confidentiality.

[ would like to thank you...for what you did for my Uncle
Bert...He had a very sad life but his one wish was to be

buried among Jews and | am eternally grateful for your help.
GJ.

[ wanted to take a moment to thank you for the service that
your company provides. Having had to make arrangements
once before and experienced the insensitivity of some people
and institutions, it was a weight lifted off my already bur-
dened shoulders. The service with the ten volunteers (min-
yan) was so unexpected. The rabbi was wonderful and the
prayers, soothing. Thank you, thank you from the bottom of
my heart.

My brother Morris F was buried at your ceme-
tery. We, the mourners, were so impressed...Begin-
ning with Rabbi Plafeer’s burial ceremony which was
conducted with so much respect. Every word he said
was said with meaning...l don’t know if you really
understand how people appreciate the godly work you are
doing. ..

[ am the Jewish chaplain ar Woodhull Medical Center, a city hospital in Brooklyn, NY. A month ago exactly,
as the rain poured down and when we expected miles and miles of snow, I was at the Hebrew Free Burial
cemetery in Staten Island for the funeral of a longtime patient.

[ had known Paul Atkins for nine years, during much of which time he was often a patient—and during which time he
increasingly embraced the Judaism in which he was not reared. We co responded when he was away in prison, his commitment
to Judaism increasing during that time. He returned to Brooklyn. . .(for) an extended admission.

...(HFBA staff member) Helen Volshonok called me soon after his death. . .as she tried to determine his eligibility for burial
through your organization. I was so impressed by her dogged attemprs 10 learn anything and everything that would make that
determination correct.

...(At the funeral) Rabbi Plafeer and I spoke at length as we awaited the family, and then we headed out, in the mud. |
was so moved by the service, by Rabbi Plafket’s reverence, and by that of the grave diggers, who, while not sharing our faith,
clearly knew what they were doing was of the utmost importance; they bowed their heads at service’s end.

What you do is truly holy work, giving every Jew a proper burial. .. To know that every Jew—every Jew—will be accorded
such treatment, that in death we are as we should be in life, is deeply moving,

May the work of your organization, and the many fine people in it, continue 10 be blessed; may it continue 1o be a blessing
to all the Jewish people, a blessing to the Holy One.

Chaplain Rita Sherman
Department of Pastoral Care, Woodhull Medical Center

Q: If a Jew converted to another religion but later regretted his choice, is he
allowed to be buried in a Jewish cemetery?

A: Yes, if he regretted his choice and returned to Judaism as he had previously
practiced, he may be buried in a Jewish cemetery.
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HFBA's Annual Spring
Community Chesed Day

eld on April 14, this bi-annual event attracted

dozens of people dedicated to the mitzvah of chesed
shel emet. With enthusiasm, good cheer and strong arms,
they cleaned and cleared the accumulated winter debris
in HEBA's Silver Lake Cemetery in Staten Island, HFBA's
first burial grounds dating to 1892. This cemetery
contains 13,600 graves and is currently in the first stages
of a major restoration.

Many thanks to all our volunteers, who helped clean and
clear debris from the grounds of Silver Lake Cemetery
over the last several months.

Thanks to the following groups:

* Rav Teitz Mesivta Academy

* Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North Jersey

* Oheb Shalom Congregation Men’s Club

* Yeshiva University High School for Girls

* Davetrek Adventures

* North Shore Hebrew Academy High School
* The Abraham Joshua Heschel High School

* The Frisch School

* The Solomon Schechter School of Queens

OHEB SHALOM CONGREGATION MEN'S CLUB

Save the Date!

HFBA'’s Parshat Chayei Sara
Community Chesed Day
in Silver Lake Cemetery

Sunday, October 27, 2013 « 10AM-12PM

Charles Greinsky, Staten Island, NY
Herman Herskovic, Staten Island, NY
Robert Marcus, Riverdale, NY
Linda Levi Tarlow, Teaneck, NJ

If you would like to get involved with HFBA's important work,
we would appreciate hearing from you! Please call
Executive Director Amy Koplow at the HFBA office.

NORTH SHORE HEBREW ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL
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PYCCKWA

A” >I< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

ITo Bceil AMepuKe 4HC/10 NOTPedeHui 1Isl MAJTOUMYLIHX
pacrér

B HeckonbKMX HEAaBHUX CTAThsIX B AMEPUKAHCKOMH Ipecce
o0cyskaaeTcs Bo3pocliee YUcio norpedeHnii HezarpeOoBaHHbIX
TCJI, @ TAK)KE TEX, YbH POACTBCHHUKHN HEC MOI'YT OIJIaTUTH
MOXOpOHbI. [0cynapcTBeHHbIE MHCTAHIIMK BO MHOTHX IITaTax
IPUXOIAT K BBIBOAY, YTO PEHECCHA YMCHBIINIIA BO MHOTUX CEMbBIX
cpezcTBa Ha MOXOpoHbI U norpedenne. Crarucrrka EBpeiickoro
BrnarorBopurensroro [Toxoponunoro bropo (HFBA) noareepxnaer
9TO HaOMIOEHHE: YHCIIO MPOBOAUMBIX HAMH TIOTPEOSHII MEXTY
2008 u 2012 rogamu Bo3pocio Ha 25%.

Ecnu ycorero HekoMy XOpOHUTb, YHHOBHHUKH 3/IpaBOOXPaHEHHS
mirara nbITaloTCs pa3bICKaTh 6m/1>1<a17m11/1x POACTBEHHHUKOB. Ecmm
TaKOBBIE HE HAXOJATCS, C TEJIOM YCOIILIEro MOCTYHA0T TaK, KaK
NPUHATO B JaHHOM peruoHe. B ropone wa-ﬁopxe He3aTpeOoBaHHbIE
Tela XOpOHST B O0IIMX MOTHIIaX Ha ocTpoBe Xapr. [lorpedeHus
IpOBOIAT SaKJ'II-O‘IéHHI)Ie, KOTOPBIX MPUCHUIACT YIIPABJICHUEC TIOPEM.
B apyrux mrarax tena MOryT KpeMHPOBATh WM MCIIOJIB30BaTh JUIs
MEULIUHCKUX HcclienoBaHuil. CortacHo eBpeiickoi Tpaauiuu ooe
9TH MPOLETYPHI 3aIIPELIECHBI.

HFBA nHaxonutcst B MOCTOSITHHOM KOHTAKT€ C HbIO-HOPKCKUM
o(rcoM IIaBHOTO MaTaIoroaHaToMa IITaTa M COIIacyeT BCe
OpraHu3allMOHHBIC MOMEHTHI IJIs1 TPOBEACHUS IIOXOPOH COITIACHO
€BpEeICKUM peTMIHO3HbIM 00psiaM IJIsl BCEX €BPEeeB, Y KOro HeT
OJIM3KHX.

Hama nestenbHOCTB 3aBUCHT OT IIEAPOCTH HAIIUX CIIOHCOPOB.
MBpl obecrieunBaeM JOCTOHHBIE TOXOPOHBI JTFOOOMY €BpEIO, BHE
3aBUCHMOCTH OT JOCTaTKa U HAJIMYUS POJICTBEHHUKOB WU JIPy3eH.
Muccus HFBA yHukanbHa —XOPOHUTB €BPEEB CPeld CBOETo HapoAa,
C YBOKECHHEM U JJOCTOMHCTBOM, KOTOPBIE 3aCITy)KUBAET KaXIbIi.

Ham mumyt

HFBA nonyuaem mHoxcecmso nucem om Hawux KiueHmos. Huowce
Mbl IPUBOOUM B8bIOEPHCKU U3 HEKOMOPbIX nucem. Mmena usmenervl ™.

51 mon GonpIIMM BIEYaTJIeHHEM OT MPo(deCCHOHAIN3MA B COUETaHUI
C COYYBCTBHEM M JOOPOTOH BaIllX COTPYAHUKOB, 0COOCHHO
XeneH (corpynnuk opruca HFBA), kotopasi o4eHb MoMOIia MHE
rocje KOHYMHBI Moero Opara, [Tona 1*. I Hukorga panbiie
HE OpraHU30BbIBajIa IOXOPOHBI, U XelleH CIIOKOWHO, YETKO U C
[MOHUMaHHEM HallpaBJisiiia MEHs Ha KaKIOM 3Tarle 3TOro HeJérkoro
nporiecca. PaBBHH poBEN KpacHBYIO LIEPEMOHHUIO U IPOU3HEC
IIPOYYBCTBEHHYIO peub, BCTABUB B HET'O AMU30/1bl U3 KH3HU Opara.
Bara opranmuzanys oka3siBaeT OECLEHHYIO YCIYTy HY>KAQIOLIUMCS, U
st GriarofapHa cyns0e, 4To BoBpeMs y3Hauia o Baueid padore. Cracubo
OT BCEH qyIim.

AT

Xouy nobnarosapuTh Bac 3a TO, YTO BbI CAEJIAIH I MOETO A1
Bepra. HeBecénas y Hero Obuia )H3Hb, HO €0 COKPOBEHHBIM
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JKeJIaHueM ObLJ10, 4TOOBI €ro MOXOPOHMIIH cpenu eBpeeB. OcTarch
HaBEKH OJaroapHbIM,
I XK.

HFBA nomoraer

* lopotu I1. cxonvanace Bo dopuzae B Bo3pacTe COpoKa JEBITH
ner. Eé 6par Con, suBymmii B Hoto-Mopke, XoTer, 4To6bI Teso
Jopotu 6buT0 KpeMupoBaHo. Harll paBBHH MPOBEIT MOYTH MECHIIL,
orroeapuBast Cona. K ToMy ke TOT XOTeJ JIMIIb MUHUMAJIbHO
y4JacTBOBaTh B OIUIaTe MoxopoH. B urore Con cornmacuics orwiaTuTh
nepesos3 Tena cectpsl B Horo-Mopk, rie 6bu1n mpoBeeHs!
MOXOPOHBI Ha nipuHayekanieM HFBA knanouie Mayst Puumown.
Ha nepemonuu npucyrcrBoBanu Coi, €ro Ipyr U MUHbSIH U3
JIOOPOBOJIBLEB, KOTOPHIE IPOYHUTAIN IOMHHAIBHYIO MOIUTBY
(kaouw).

Haranbs b., kannunar Hayk 1o (pu3KKe 1 aBTOP HECKOJIBKUX
KHHT, poauiach Ha Ykpanne. OHa rpruexana B AMEpPHKY co

cBoeit Matepbto B Hauasie 80-x. Harabs ckoHuaachk B Bo3pacte
BOCBMHIECSTH IISITH JIET B IOME IS IIPECTAPEIBIX, U y HeE He
ObLIO POJCTBEHHUKOB. Yepes TpH HeeNIH NOCIe €€ KOHUUHBI

HaM IT03BOHIJI COTPYAHHK HBIO-HOPKCKOTO Odrica TIIaBHOTO
narajgoroaHaroMa. Toraa Mbl CMOIIM Pa3bICKaTh PaBBHHA

K.*, xoTopslii 110 3aBeianuto Haranpu nomkeH ObLT periarh
MEJMLIMHCKUE BOIIPOCHI B ClTydae cepb&3Hoii 6one3Hu. Tot Obut
paccTpoeH 3aaepKKOH ¢ ITOXOPOHAMH, ITOCKOJIBKY emmié 25 JeT Ha3a
oH obemtan Haraibe, 4To €€ MOXOpoHAT 6e3 3a1epKEK U COIVIACHO
eBpeiickoit Tpaauiyy. B koHIe koHOB Harasbs Oblia penana
3emiie Ha kiagounie MayHt Puumony. Paseun K.*, e€ npyr u
JOBEPHUTEIb, IPHCYTCTBOBAN HA TOXOPOHAX.

Crapble eBpeilickne KIag0MIIa AMepPUKH

ITo mepe pocra 611arocoOCTOsIHUS aMEPUKAHCKUX €BPEHCKUX
OOLIMH B MOCIEIHNE HECKOJIBKO COT JIET UX WICHBI BO3BOAMIN
CHHArOr'", CTPOWIIN MUKEbl (MECTa PUTYaIbHOTO OMOBEHHS),
KOILIEPHBIE Mara3uHbl, eBPEHCKHE LIKOJIBI M — B TOM YHCIE —
eBpelickre Kianouma. OIHAKO CO BpeMEHEM HEeKOTra MpOIBETaBIIIe
eBpelCcKHe MOCEIeHNs My CTENH [0 Mepe TOTr0, KaK WICHB! OOIIMHBI
pa3pesKanuch B apyrue Mecta. [locreneHHo eBpeiickas Ku3Hb
3aMeuIsIach WM 3amupaia copceM. OJHUM U3 OCIEICTBUM
9TOrO0 Tpoliecca ObLIO 3aMyCTeHNE eBPEHCKIX KITaJOMII, MHOTHE
U3 KOTOPBIX CETOIHS 3a0bIThI U HAXOAATCS B PA3HBIX CTAAMSIX
paspyIIeHHs.

B Hamm 1HH, MHOTHE IOXOPOHHBIE 00LIECTBA B3sUIM Ha cels
3aJa4y pa3bICKaTh U BOCCTAHOBHUTH IIOKMHYTHIE eBpeiickue Kiiaaounina
Ha TeppuTopun Amepuku u Kananaer.

Crapple k1agouina — 4acTh Hauiero Hacieaus. OHU SBIISIOTCS
Ba)KHBIM MCTOYHHKOM CBEICHUI O HAIlIel UCTOPUH -- UCTOPUHI
aMEpHUKaHCKOTO eBpeicTBa.



HFBA Annual Riverdale
Community Breakfast

he annual HFBA Riverdale Community Breakfast was held

on March 3rd at the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale. Over
one hundred forty people came to support HFBA and honorees
Andrea Cohen Harris, a former HFBA Board member and the chair
of previous HFBA Riverdale Community Breakfasts, and Ezra
and Sherry House, who, among their many chesed projects, are
committed supporters of the work and mission of HFBA.
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Standing I-r: Robert Marcus, Andrew
Feinman, Paul Lowenthal, Charles Greinsky,
Paul H. Nagelberg, HFBA Board members.
Seated I-r: Amy Koplow,

HFBA Executive Director; Ezra House and
Andrea Cohen Harris, Breakfast honorees;
Minna Seitelman, HFBA Board member

HFBA thanks the family and friends of Herbert M. Stein who have so generously donated to
HFBA in his memory. We particularly want to thank Susan Stein for the couple’s longtime support of HFBA
and for introducing others to our unigue and important work. May Mrs. Stein enjoy many more years
in good health and may Mr. Stein's memory be for a blessing.

CHESED SHEL EMET - HOW YOU CAN HELP

CONTRIBUTE to HFBRA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit
Kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said
for the eleven month mourn-
ing period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of

$360.

REMEMBER to include HEBA in
your will with a bequest.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever
Gift Annuity or Charitable Trust
Plan. In addition to the guaran-
teed income and tax benefits,
these plans ensure that HFBA's
promise of a Jewish burial to fu-
ture generations of indigent Jews

will be fulfilled.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commem-
orate a loss with HFBA cards.

Cards cost $18 and can include a
personalized message.

PLACE HEBA tzedakah boxes in a
house of shiva or in your home,
school or local kosher establish-
ment.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our
“Mitzvah Circle” by suggesting a
gift to HEFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/
her simcha in this way receives a
framed certificate.

DONATE unused graves. If the
graves are not part of a burial soci-
ety or family plot and are located
in New York or New Jersey, please
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consider donating them to HFBA
and receiving a tax deduction for
your gift.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care
for an indigent’s grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends,
classmates, fellow group mem-
bers, or family at our cemeteries
as part of our Cemetery Clean-Up
Project.

GIVE us your old talleisim for use
as part of the dress for deceased

men who HFBA will be called
upon to bury.

USE your clerical skills in our mid-
town office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HEBA by donating your ex-
pertise and skills in an area that
can help us.

DONATE your property, used ve-
hicle or boat and receive a gener-
ous tax donation.

ION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



