THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan'’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were com-
mitted to burying their indigent dead
according to Jewish tradition, rather than
having them buried in a mass grave in
Potter’s Field. Since its inception HFBA has
interred nearly 60,000 Jews in its two ceme-
teries. HFBA is also committed to retrieving
the identities of those interred and is
attempting to provide a gravestone for
each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.
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THE EXTRAORDINARY
IN THE ORDINARY

rticles and books about death and dying are proliferating as
the subject loses its taboo.
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The Jewish Week noted, in a review of Rochel U. Berman’s new
book, Dignity Beyond Death: The Jewish Preparation for Burial, that the
model for modern burial societies was established in Prague in
1654. Berman describes the work of these societies (the chevra
kadisha) in practical and spiritual terms, describing the ritual
preparation for burial as well as the reactions of those who partic-
ipate in this holy task. According to Berman, and reiterated in a
New York Times article, the number of these groups is increasing
around the United States among all the Jewish denominations. The
privacy and discretion with which the whara (the ritual washing
and preparation) is performed, the modesty of the people involved,
as well as people's anxieties about death, seem to work against
educating the general public about this most special mitzvah.
Berman wants to rectify this and to give voice to those who partic-
ipate in this task and find the work to be spiritually fulfilling and
emotionally satisfying.

Marilyn Johnson, in her book, The Dead Beat: Lost Souls, Lucky Stiffs
and the Perverse Pleasures of Obituaties, describes the evolution of
obituary writing. From straight reporting to taking a subjective
approach, from writing about the famous and the celebrated, to
including the “ordinary person” of interest to the general public,
obituaries have changed over the years. The “dreary lists of dates,
affiliations and survivors” was replaced by a folksy, biographical
essay, often innovative and entertaining. “Across the U.S.,” says
Johnson, “a hybrid obituary, a cross between short stories and
obits, celebrates the life of local characters, the extraordinary in the

ordina erson.”
ry p CONTINUED ON PAGE 4



ince the dawn of man, fire has been a puzzle,

defying our senses, acting as a power for creation
and destruction, symbolizing the eternal and the
ephemeral.

Jews welcome the Shabbat and the holidays by
lighting candles and mark their conclusion with the
havdalah taper. The candelabra stayed lit in the
Temple and the oil in the Chanukah menorah burns
to commemorate the historical events during
Maccabean times. The ner tamid in the synagogue
above the ark is the “eternal flame.” Yet a gust of
wind can extinguish a fire.

HFBA IN THE NEWS
n an October issue of The Jewish Week, the article

I”Baysz'de Cemetery Mess Lands in Federal Court”
described a lawsuit that has recently been filed
against a Jewish cemetery in Queens. The suit was
filed against both Bayside
Cemetery and Congregation
Shaare Zedek, a Manhattan
synagogue which the suit alleges is responsible for
the poor condition of the cemetery as well as for
financial irregularities. It purports to be brought
on behalf of all persons, or their relatives, who have
purchased perpetual or annual care contracts at the
cemetery from 1970 to the present.

HEFBA’s core mission is to care for and bury the bod-
ies of indigent Jews with dignity and in accordance
with Jewish tradition. However, HFBA is extremely
concerned about the numerous other Jewish ceme-
teries in the tri-state region which are unkempt and
may face abandonmentin the near future. As part of

Life is finite but, according to
Jewish tradition, the soul is eternal.
The book of Proverbs, says “ner
Hashem nishmat adam,” the soul of
man is the lamp of G-d. Each per-
son’s soul is an expression of G-d’s infinite lumines-
cence and presence yet man’s bodily existence is as
transient as a candle’s flare. The flame of the yahrzeit
candle reminds us of the fleeting, ephemeral nature
of existence, the eternal nature of the soul and its

reflection of G-d’s infinity.

As we light the Chanukah candles, let us remember,
not only victory from oppression, but the celebra-
tion of light over darkness and the endurance of the
soul.

its broader mission to assure “dignity in death” for
all Jews, HFBA is partnering with the Jewish
Community Relations Council of New York and the
UJA-Federation of New York in a new, important
project, the Community Association for Jewish At-
Risk Cemeteries (CAJAC). Modeled on similar
community-wide organizations, CAJAC’s mission

is to be a central repository for

The ]'éw{ikfiSh We el( fundraising, endowment man-

agement and the general care
of abandoned and at-risk Jewish cemeteries in New
York. Gary Katz, first vice-president of HEBA, and
a board member of CAJAC, is quoted in the Jewish
Week article about the allocation of UJA-Federation
of New York funds to hire an executive director for
CAJAC and organize and implement a short term
clean-up and long term plan for the maintenance of
Bayside Cemetery.

We are proud that HFBA’s expertise in maintaining
and restoring our own cemeteries for well over a
hundred years is a unique and important contribu-
tion to the broader Jewish community.

UPON REQUEST, A COPY OF OUR ANNUAL REPORT MAY BE OBTAINED FROM OUR OFFICE, 224 W. 35TH STREET, ROOM 300,
NEW YORK, NY 10001 OR FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, CHARITIES BUREAU, 120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NY 10271.
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M argery lived alone for many years after divorc-
ing and losing custody of her son Robert
when he was 17 years old. Since then, she had had
no contact with her only child. For about three
months prior to her death, she had been in and out
of hospitals and when she finally died, her friend
and health care proxy, Minna, contacted us. HFBA
managed to locate the son who gave permission for
his mother to be buried by HFBA. Despite the
estrangement, he attended the funeral with his
friends and even brought Minna with him to the
cemetery. One can only hope that Robert achieved
some measure of consolation, peace, and closure
by being there.

n 1998, Mr. Freed was buried by HFBA in Mt.
Richmond Cemetery after dying in a nursing
home where he shared a room with his wife of
many years. Although Mrs. Freed was already quite
ill and suffered from dementia, she survived nine
more years. HFBA buried her next to her husband.
IVII. Baum was Jewish although his wife was
not. When he died, Mrs. Baum, lacking finan-

cial resources, was content to have him buried in a
city cemetery, anonymously and with no Jewish

funeral rites. A neighbor intervened and Mr. Baum
was buried near a relative who had been previous-

ly buried by HFBA.

*Names have been changed to protect confidentiality.

or call 212-239-1662.

Please...

If you own any graves in the New York metropolitan area
that you no longer anticipate using, please consider
donating them to HFBA. A tax deduction would apply
and the contribution would be much appreciated.

and Thank You...
...10 the family and friends of Ethel Konigsberg z”|
who continue her legacy of generosity 1o HFBA by
donating in her memory. ..

...to Herbert Gross who has established an endowment
fund, in memory of Sol and Sarah Gross, 1o annual-
ly fund a grave marker for the “Leave Your Mark
Campaign.”

After many years, the Jewish Community
Center of Spring Valley has closed its doors.
They have taken care to transfer the responsibility
for maintaining their cemetery, which dates to the
1920’s, to HFBA to ensure its careful preservation
in the future. Anyone with questions about that
cemetery should contact HFBA.

HFBA DVD NOW AVAILABLE!

A new video about HFBA is viewable on our website, www.hebrewfreeburial.org. &
To request a free DVD, please contact us at: info@hebrewfreeburial.org

o

DONATE TO HFBA
USING YOUR
AMERICAN EXPRESS
CARD!

'I'hrough AMEX’s Giving Express Program, you
can make a tax-deducible donation to HFBA
while earning double AMEX Membership Reward
Points from now through the end of the year. To
donate, please visit www.hebrewfreeburial.org.
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WE THANK OUR VOLUNTEERS...

We are very grateful for the many acts of chesed shel emet

performed by our volunteers at Silver Lake Cemetery.

New to the HFBA team are the 30 students who came to clean and
clear debris from HAFTR High School, the 160 students who
worked over two days from the Solomon Schechter High
School of Westchester and the family members and individuals
from Congregation Beth Abraham of Bergenfield, N.J.

Our friends at the Stella K. Abraham High School for Gitls,
the Davis Renov Stahler Yeshiva High School, the North
Shore Hebrew Academy High School and the Rambam
Mesivta returned again to donate their time and energy with

dozens of their students.

Thank you and yashar kochachem!

o &

HAFTR HIGH SCHOOL

SOLOMON SCHECHTER H.S.
OF WESTCHESTER

NORTH SHORE HEBREW

ACADEMY H.S. DAVIS RENOV STAHLER YESHIVA H.S.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER IN OUR OFFICE OR ARE PART OF A GROUP WILLING TO WORK AT OUR CEMETERIES,
PLEASE CALL HFBA DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND OUTREACH, ANDREW PARVER AT (212) 239-1662.

EXTRAORDINARY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sometimes there is no one to commemorate the
“extraordinary” in an individual’s life. Forgotten
while alive, many are also forgotten in death. No one
remembers the life story that will go to the grave. No
one steps forward to claim a body, to make certain
that it is tended by the community and buried.

The Hebrew Free Burial Association acts as the
“community” for the forgotten. The members of
our chevra kadisha administer to the deceased, our
rabbi performs a dignified burial and our “Leave
Your Mark” campaign raises money to mark each
grave. We value each person, in life and in death,
and recognize that even the most “ordinary” per-
son is “extraordinary.”
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JOJII' EBPEMCKO¥N OBLUIWHBI IIEPE] YMEPIIUMHA

Topa yuuT Hac, YTO YelnoBeK co3/1aH no odpa3y Be-BellHero, 1 1y1na Kaa0ro w3 Hac HecdT B cede «Hekpy bombion. [TosToMy
Ka# BT HeNOReK 3aCTYKHBAET YRAMHUTENRHOTQ OTHOIIEHHS, HE3ARHCHMO OT €T0 KHIHEHHX JOCTHXKEHHH, DTOT MPHHITHI Takxke
pacnocTpansieTcd M Ia YIIeAImx B MHp HHof, llpodsaenteM 3ad0Tol 0 AyIIe YMepIIero aBIgeTcd MOYTHTEILN0E OTHOMENHE K €ro
Tely COrMACHO eBPeHCKUM PeNHrHo3HEIM 00buasM. HMcenokoH BeKoB 3Ty 00s3aHHOCTD B eBpefickoil o6LHHEe HenoIHIH
CHELMANLLLIE TOXOPoIIbE 0BIeCTBd, HasbiBeMble «Xespa Kaduuiay, 4to B nepepoae odosnagaer «Cearoe bparcton. Pabota B
«Xeapa Kaduuay cHUTAETCH NPOARICHUEM HCTHMHHOTO Munocepans - Chesed Shel Emet, noToMy 4T0O HCNOTHAONIKE €€ He
PACCUMTRIRAET HA OTBETHYHO GnarojapHocTte. CornacHo HeaasHuM nyOrukanuamM B razetax New York Times w Jewish Weew
CHITarorH, TpHHaJIeKallHe K CaMbIM pasHLIM HANpaBnenHaM HyJan3Ma, cTarH GopMHPOBATL CBOH MOXOpoHIibe 001ecTBa,
cocTosAlMe 13 NoGpoBoaLLEB - 41el1oB cHllaror. Miutepssio ¢ 1o6poBoasLavM i NOKa3LIBAIOT, YTO OH CHHTAIOT YYacTHe B paboTe
«Xegpa Kaduuia» MCKIHUYHTENLHOH Y€CThIO K JYXOBHBIM BO3HATPAAKIACHHEM.

K coxanenuro, B KOHLE CBOEH KU3HH HE BCE OKPY/KEHB! 3a00TIHBBIMH POJHBIMH HIH JIPY3bAMH, KOTOPEIE MOTYT NPOCIEAHTE 34
opranusaumeii noxopot no espeiickomy 06uyaw. bonee Toro, BLICOKas CTOMMOCTDL NOXOPOHHBIX VEIYT JOCTYNHA JANEK0O HE BCeM
ceMbam. baarorsoputenshoc [ToxoponHoe OGweerso HFBA BoicTynact B kauceTee «Xespa Kadutay Ana TCX UICHOB CBPCicKoi
OOILHHEL, KOTOPEIE 30KOHYHIIH CBOW AHW B OSAHOCTH W OJWHOUECTBE, 4 TAKIKE NS TeX, YW CeMbH HE HMEIT JOCTATOUHBIX CPECTR,
y1aOh i]ﬁpil]'”'l'hﬁ}l B KOMMEDYCCKH i MOXOPOHHLI i JOM. (.‘Jll::,'l.yﬂ NPHHLHKNY, 4TO Ki’.l)h’,.i]‘hll‘/.[ ﬁBpt'ﬁ FACNYKHBACT OBITh NOXOPOHCHHBIM
0 TPATHLIHAM CBOEH Bepsl, a He B 00LIeii MOTHIIE Ha TOPOICKOM Kaafuime, yxe Gotee 00 et MBI IOMOTaeM OpraHH30BHIBATh
eBpeiickue noxopoHel Maaoumywux. HFBA yuyactyer Bo BCeX dCHEKTaX OPraHH3alL UK [IOXOPOH, HAYHHAA ¢ [IOAIMOTOBKY Teld
YMEPLUETO M 3aKaHYHBAA COOPOM CPEACTB HA MTAMATHHUKH A0 NKACH, HE HMCBLIHX POACBEHHNKOB. PaboTHHKM Haweil «Xeapa
Kaouwia» coBepIIarT PHTYANBHOE OMOBEHHE Tella NOKOHHOTO (fahara), obrauaoT ero B norpedanbHele ofekasl {fahrihim) n uutaor
HAJITeskanfne MOTHTREL TTOXOPOHET MPOHEXOAAT MO PYKOROGICTBOM HATIETO PABBMHA, A TAMSTHHKH 3aKa3HBAIOTCA H3
OOAKEPTROPAHUIL, coBpaHHBIX IO HHHIMATUBE «Leave Your Mark». baaronapsa HameMy BMENIATCIBCTRY, 5TH HE NOMYUYHBIINIE
JOMKHOTO BHHMAHHS NPH XKH3HH M0AH He OyayT 3a0biTel. Bee, KTO OKasbIBACT WICAPYIO MOMOLIb HALICIH OPraHU3alHH, YIaCcTBYCT B
MCTIOHEHHH OJHOH M3 caMbIX BaKHBIX 3anoeedcid HynaniMa - Chesed Shel Emet.

HOMOIIL HFBA: H3 HAIIIHX APXHBOB

Tocne pasgoaa ¥ oopmMIeHHs ONeKyHCTBa Ha oTua pedénka Mapakepu npoKuia MHOTO €T He 0DLIAACh CO CBOUM CBIHOM
Pobeprom. O emeptn Mapaskepu HaM cooburuna et mogpyra Munna. Espefickoe Bnarorsoputensnoe Obmectso HFBA cymeno ve
TOIABKO PA3BICKaTh A2BHO TIOTEPABLIETO KOHTAKT C MaTephio CBIHA, HO H MOTYYHTE OT HETO, Kak oT O1MKafimero poacTBeHHHKA,
HeodXoIuMOe paspeluenue Ha noxopousl. Podepr npuexan na knaadulne sMecTe ¢ Apy3biaMUu, N03a00THBILNACE 0 TOM, 4TOObL 1
MuHHE cMOrIA NPHIATH HA MOXOPOHE! MOAPYTH. XOTEn0ck Obl AYMATh, YTO YH4CTHE B MOXOPOHAX MaTepH nocay:xuno Pobepty
yTELEHHEM ¥ TTOMOTI0, XO0Th B KAKOH-TO MEpe, MPHHATb HX HEeNErkie OTHOLIEHNS.

BEYHOCTD IYIIIH

C Tex nop Kak YCNOBCK HaY'UHICH TTONEI0BATRCA lTI"Hl'.fM, ninaMs CIy HT OJHOBPCMCEHHO CHMBOIOM COZTaHHA H PA3DYIICHHA, BCYHOCTH
H OPEHHOCTH 3eMHOTO CYlIecTBOpaHus. Tpaauiiug 3a:KHTaHHA MOMHHANBHON ¢BEUH Ha TOTOBIIHHY CMEPTH HAMOMHHAET HaM O
,&BUHCTBCHOH CYUHIHOCTH HETOBCHCCKOIO OLITHA: O HCIOMTIOBEHHOCTH ﬂ]JCGblelIHH YenoBEKa Ha 3TOH 3eMII€ H 0 BEYHOCTH €ro AYLUIH.
HemapoM B Kaure [IpuTy rosopuresd, 4yT0 AyLia genoseka nonodHa namne [-cnoaneti ("Hep XameM auimmar agam”), Hecyieit Ero
HCCKOHYACMBbIH CBCT. Tak M 3amuranuc NpasgoYHbLX CBCYCH Ha Xiilly[{l{y HANOMHHACT HAM HC TOJIBKO O HOGC,ILC Han YrHetaTenaMH
H BOBOGIIELE[BHHCM CBCTA HAd CHITaMH TEMEI, HO H ¢ GCCCMC[JTHH AYUIH YCITOBCKA.

BJATIOJAPHOCTDL JOBPOBOJLITAM 3A ITOMOIIL

Mpbl 0ueHb NpU3HATENBHE BCeM J0OPOBOMBLAM 34 HX YUACTHE B NPOBEACHHH paboT no OnaroycTpoicTBY HAWNX Knagdumy: Mr.
Richmond w Silver Lake. Cpeawn Hux - unenrl cnHarorn Congregation Beth Abraham, Bergenfield, NI, 0 ikoTEHHKH cpeTHHX H
crapwux kuaccos 3 HAFTR High School, Selomon Schechter High School of Westchester, Stella K. Abraham High School for
Girls, Davis Renov Stahler Yeshiva High School, North Shore Hebrew Academy High School and the Rambam Mesivta.

PACITHCAHUE PABOTHI KJTAABUIIA MT. RICHMOND

Bockpecenbse — Hersepr ¢ 9:00 yrpa 1o 3:45 gns
IIsTHHLA ¢ 9:00 yrpa a0 1:00 aus poBHO

Cy0Obora 3akperro Ha [llab6ar



We are pleased to announce that the
following names have been added to our

Leave Your Mark

Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel
at Mt. Richmond Cemetery:

LEO PLATZ
THOMAS H. MAUPIN
LAURENCE AND ELIZABETH ROSENBERG
ALICE WEISS
FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF ETHEL KONIGSBERG
DR. BETH M. SIEGEL

STEPHEN AND SHARON WIEDER

Please consider adding your name by sponsoring
four grave markers for unmarked graves for $600.

CHESED SHEL EMET—HOW YOU CAN HELP

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva or
in your home, school or local kosher establishment.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HEBA cards. Cards cost $10 and can include a
personalized message.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

DONATE your property, used vehicle or boat to
HFBA.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

“LEAVE YOUR MARK" by spon-
soring a grave marker for an
unmarked grave for a donation of

$150 and you will receive a framed certificate.
Sponsor four markers and a plaque with your name
will be added to our roster at the Weinberg Chapel
at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of $360.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit Kaddish for your
loved one for a donation of $180.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s
grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at our cemeteries as part
of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

GIVE us your old wlleisim for use as part of the dress
for deceased men who HFBA will be called upon
to bury:.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area that
can help us.

Original pushka from 1909 at HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery
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PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.



