THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing chesed

shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York metro-
politan area dedicated to assuring that every
Jew, regardless of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified, traditional
Jewish funeral and burial.

V OLUME

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
was formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side by a group of philanthropic and
community-minded Jews who were commit-
ted to burying their indigent dead according
to Jewish tradition, rather than having them
buried in a mass grave in City Cemetery.
Since its inception HFBA has interred over
60,000 Jews in its two cemeteries. HFBA is
also committed to retrieving the identities of
those interred and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each unmarked grave.

For more information about how you can
help please see page 6.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bryan Alter, Esq. Robert Mendeles
Herbert Block Paul H. Nagelberg
Andrew Feinman Yitzhak Pastreich

Jack M. Gross Minna Monte Seitelman
Gary Katz Rabbi Henry Sheinkopf
Paul Lowenthal

RABBINIC ADVISOR
Rabbi Elchonon Zohn

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CHARITY
Amy Koplow NAVIGATOR

* %k Kok

Four Star Charity

CEMETERY CHAPLAIN
Rabbi Shmuel Plafker

CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION

Renée Septimus, Editor ~ Adam Rawson, Designer
Printed by Spencer and Worth, Ltd.

224 WEST 35TH STREET, ROOM 300

NEW YORK, NY 10001

PHONE: (212) 239-1662 * FAX: (212) 239-1981
EMAIL: INFO@HEBREWFREEBURIAL.ORG
WEB: WWW.HEBREWFREEBURIAL.ORG

UJA()Federation
of New York

YV Top
.Q't‘- O

TheHebreW
FreeBurial

Chese

1 e WINTER 2012 e KISLEYV 57 7 3

HFBA vs.
Hurricane Sandy

Hurricane Sandy’s wrath and aftermath brought unimagined devas-
tation to the greater New York City area. The agencies which serve
the poor struggled to keep running despite monumental challenges.
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Hebrew Free Burial Association runs 24/7, 365 days of the year, and
calls are answered around the clock. Every time there is a warning
about a major storm, the HFBA staff gathers and creates contingency
plans. The HFBA staff lives throughout the metropolitan New York
City area and during Hurricane Sandy some staff members lost power
and phone service and others had to evacuate their homes. Despite all
this, we worked by tele-commuting, taking calls about decedents who
needed our services, until we were able to reopen our midtown office
on Wednesday, October 31, o o,
with nearly all staff present.

Once the office reopened,
HFBA encountered unfore-
seen challenges that affected
the entire funeral industry in
New York City. Road clo-
sures and driving restrictions on bridges and tunnels made it impos-
sible to pick up and transport decedents. A funeral director drives in
a service van with perhaps one helper and since the city was making
no exception to their “three person per vehicle” rule to cross the
bridges, these trips were limited to midnight through 6 am, literally
the graveyard shiftl Removals from Bellevue, the largest morgue in
Manhattan, were not permitted because of flooding and HFBA had a
client there who was unable to be retrieved for six days following the
death. The funeral home in Brooklyn that HFBA uses for their funer-
al preparations lost power as did many others. By the Friday after the
storm, HFBA had several decedents to pick up and was scrambling
for a funeral home that had power to accommodate our cases.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

SILVER LAKE CEMETERY AFTER HURRICANE SANDY
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HFBA receives many letters from grateful
friends and acquaintances of those we bury.
Below are several examples of the correspon-
dence that comes to our office. Names have
been changed to protect confidentiality.

[ want to take this opportunity 1o thank you (Amy Koplow,)
Rhonda and Rabbi Plafker.

The setvice today was so meaningful and brought such digni-
ty 1o the burial of my dear cousin Molly Silver.

As [ had told the Rabbi, [ was suffering from anxiety attacks
prior 10 finding your information on the internet. I was told that
my cousin was failing and I knew that soon the decision that
was imminent would fall to me. I did not know how I would
be able 10 afford to bury her in the plot that was set aside for
her next to her dear parents. She had no money, only the small
amount left in her account at the nursing home where she had
spent the last 6 years of her life unable to move from her bed.
[ was afraid that the only choice available to me would be 1o
let the city bury her in potter's  field, This caused me many
sleepless nights. .. Then I found you!!!

[ cannot express how much today meant to me. If it were pos-
sible that my aunt ( Molly’s mother) and my own dear Mother
could smile today...they would have, in spite of the sadness of
losing her, the dignity with which she left this life and with
which her remains were given up 1o the earth will stay with me
forever.

Molly now rests in the place where she belongs and it is all due
1o the incredible mitzvah that you all perform at the Hebrew
Free Burial Association.

With my deepest thanks,
LS.

e

Q: What are “burial societies?”

[ just wanted to express my tremendous gratitude for the serv-
ices The Hebrew Free Burial Association provides. My family
buried my grandmother, Hannah Hodes, today and if not for
your altruism, assistance and intervention, to put it simply, I'm
not sure what we, as her family would have done to give my
grandmother a proper burial. Unbeknownst 1o us, she was
unable to arrange adequate burial provisions for herself while
alive and upon her death last week we were shocked 1o
discover this unthinkable fact and were at a loss as to what 1o
do next as you see we are not wealthy people. I imagine your
organization hears this often but it bears repeating: Your
organization provides the ultimate mitzvah. I will be making a
donation. . .to give something back for the wonderful gift of
charity you gave us. Please be confident that you provide a
service that is benevolent and will not go unrewarded.

Thank you so much.

NLS.

The following letter was written by the execu-
tive director of a Jewish organization for the
developmentally disabled:

On behalf of our dear resident Fern Berson, we would like 1o
express our gratitude to HFBA for the compassion and speed
with which everyone worked in order to provide Fern with a
dignified burial service. The HFBA arranged for everything
from pick up at the hospital 1o tahara to burial... (the staff of
the) office were helpful every step of the way.

At the cemetery, Rabbi Plafeer arranged for volunteers...t0 hely
make a minyan in order 1o say kaddish ar the gravesite.
Rabbi Plafleer was very warm and welcoming, explaining var-
fous aspect s of the ritual along the way. With respect and sen-
sitivity, all the volunteers were eager to hear about Fern’s life.

May HFBA be blessed 1o continue in this special chesed for
many years 1o cone.

JW

A: Burial societies, also called landsmenshaffen in Yiddish, are made up of groups of people who

share an affiliation, such as being born in a town in Europe, or being a descendant of such a

O
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person, or belonging to a particular synagogue. It is understood that members share common
values. The group purchases contiguous burial plots and only members of those groups, or
people close to them, are eligible for burial in these graves.



Ma‘aynot Yeshiva High School for Girls

Many Thanks...

to the following groups who helped clear
and clean Silver Lake Cemetery in the past
months:

* Hunter College Hillel

* Ma’aynot Yeshiva High School for Girls

* Rambam Mesivta

¢ Richmond Borough Post-Jewish War Veterans

* SAR High School

¢ Shalhevet High School for Girls

* Solomon Schechter School of Westchester
(12th Grade)

¢ Solomon Schechter School of Westchester
(9th Grade)

e Stella K. Abraham Yeshiva High School

* The Frisch School

* The Heschel School

* Yeshiva of Flatbush

¢ ..and the many volunteers who helped on

HFBA’s Nov. 11 Parshat Chayei Sara Communty
Chesed Day.

If you would like to have your group participate in
this act of chesed (lovingkindness) please call HFBA
Director of Operations, Andrew Parver. We can also
arrange for a speaker to come and address your
organization.

Shalhevet High School for Girls
3w 3 o9 ]
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We wish all HFBA supporters
a Happy Chanukah and
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HFBA vs. Hurricane Sandy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HFBA's Mt. Richmond Cemetery in Staten Island
was closely monitored throughout the storm by its
dedicated superintendent and contractor even as
Sandy began to smash through the area. The good
news was that Mt. Richmond suffered less damage
than had been expected. Some trees fell at the far end
of the cemetery, shingles blew off the roof of the
historic building that houses the staff offices and
chapel and although there was some rain, there was
no flooding of the cemetery grounds.

a world filled with light,
goodness and peace!

In Silver Lake Cemetery, HFBA’s original burial
ground established in 1892, large branches snapped
off trees and fell, as did some fence panels.
Fortunately, the community wide Clean-Up Day had
been scheduled for November 11. The devoted
volunteers had plenty to dol!

The hurricane reminded us that ultimately there is
much that is out of our human control. But it also
reaffirms the strength of the human spirit to rise to
meet challenges that cannot be anticipated nor
ignored. And despite the difficulties, HFBA was able
to continue its mission of burying those who died
alone and impoverished, but whose deaths were
honored according to their wishes, conforming to
ancient Jewish practice.

SAVE THE DATE!

Staten Island Community
Parshat Vayechi Breakfast

Sunday, December 30, 2012 = 9:30 a.m.
Young Israel of Staten Island

Honoring Rabbi Avi Feinstein
and Rabbi Eli Kogan

For more information, or to make a reservation,
please call the HFBA office (212) 239-1662




BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES
APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Yparan Canau

SpocTh cTHXMH BBI3BaJIa HEOBIBAJIBIC pa3pyIICHHS B paifoHe
Boapmoro Hbm-ﬁopxa. AreHcTBa, OKa3bIBAIOIIKE ITOMOIIb
HYXJIaromuMces, npujiarajii KoJI0CCaJIbHBIC YCUIINA, lIT06I:-I HE
npepbIBaTh CBOIO paboty. B ux umcine Obu10 1 EBpeiickoe
Brnaroreoputensroe [Toxoponnoe bropo (HFBA).

Hamr ohuc oTBeyaeT Ha 3BOHKH KPYIJIOCYTOYHO U
«xpymtoroquHo». Kaxaplil pas, Koraa NOCTynaeT CepbE3HOe
LITOPMOBOE MPETYNPEKACHIE, HAIIU COTPYIHUKH ACHCTBYIOT IO
IUTaHaM, pa3pabOTaHHBIM Ha CITy4yail Ype3BbIYAHBIX
00CTOATENBCTB. B TIepBbIe HECKONIBKO AHEH IOCiIe yparaHa Halln
COTpYyIHUKN paboTtamy n3 goMa. Kak Toipko oduc BHOBR
OTKPBUICS, MBI CTOJIKHYJIMCh C HETIPEABUAECHHBIMU TPYAHOCTAMU,
KOCHYBIIMMHCS BCEX OXOPOHHBIX oMoB Hpto-Mopka.
BroknpoBaHHBIE YANIE  OTPAaHWYEHHE TIPOe3/ia TI0 MOCTaM 1
TYHHEJISIM CZEJIaJId HEBO3MOKHON TPAHCIIOPTUPOBKY YCOMIIUX. Y
MHOJKECTBA ITOXOPOHHBIX IOMOB B bpykiinHe, BKITIO4Yas TOT,
xotopbiii HFBA ucnionb3yer st opranu3anyy norpedeHuit, Obuio
OTKJIIOUEHO 2neKTpruecTBo. Ha nathlil feHs nocne yparana
HFBA nmuxopaIo4HO U3bICKUBAJIO XOTh KaKOW-HUOY/Ib
(YHKIITMOHUPYIOLIHI TOXOPOHHBIH JIOM M CITOCOOBI JOCTABKH K
HEMY YCOIIINX 3a 3TU THH.

CMOTpUTENb U MOAPSTIMK Hamrero kiaanouma MayHnT Puamona Ha
CreliTeH AiIeH/Ie OTCIICKUBAIIN CUTYAITHIO KaK 10 Mepe
MpUONMKEHNs yparaHa, Tak | B mocieayronwme aau. K cqacToio
ymep6 31eck ObIT cpaBHUTENBHO HeOombmmM. [ToBpexkaenus Ha
kiapoume Cunbep Jleiik, tne HFBA oTkpbiio cBou niepBbIe
3axopoHeHust eni€ B 1892 romy, okazanuch Oosiee 3HAYUTETLHBIMU
13-3a ynaBIIUX KPYITHBIX BETBEH M ITOBAJIMBIINXCS Y4aCTKOB
orpajiel. Ho Tak ymauHo ClOXKUIIOCH, YTO MTPOBOIMMBIN KaXKIOU
OCCHBIO JICHb TIOMOIIM B TIOIICPYKAHUH KJIAI0HII] B TOPSIKE OBLT
HameueH Ha 11-¢ HosOpst. PaboThI OOPOBONIBIIAM TIPEICTOSIIO
MHorO!

VYpara#n emé pa3 HAIIOMHIUT BCEM, YTO MHOTOE HE ITOIIAETCs
HarmeMmy KOHTPOI0. Ho oH ke IpoIeMOHCTPHPOBAIT CHITY
YeJIOBEYECKOTO TyXa, TIOJHUMAIOIIETOCS HABCTPEY
HETIPEABUACHHBIM OMTACHOCTSIM U TpyAHOCT:IM. He3mpas Ha Bce
npensitcTBrsi, HFBA cMOT7I0 pOomomKHUTh CBOO O1aropoHyIo
MUCCHIO — TMIOTPEOCHUE YCOIIIINX, 3a4acTyi0 OSTHBIX U OJMHOKHX,
B COOTBECTBUM C UX IIOCIEIHEH BOJIEH U IPEBHEN €BpECKON
TpaauLIAEH.

Ham mumyrt

51 xorena Ol Bipazute HFBA orpomnyto GnarogapHoCTb.
CeronHst MBI XOpOHWITH MO0 0a0y1iky, XanHy Xoyrnc. Eciu Ob1 He
BalllM BMEIIATEIECTBO M TIOMOIIIB I HE TIPEZICTABIISIO, KaK ObI MOSI
CeMbsl CMOIvIa obectiednTh 0a0yIIKe 10CTOWHBIE TTOXOPOHBI. MBI
HE 3HaJIM, YTO OHA HE CMOIJIa 3apaHee JI0TOBOPUTHCS 00
OpraHU3aIMH 1 OTJIATE CBOMX ITOXOPOH. JTO CTAJIO MIOKOM IS
Hac, KOIJla OHa CKOHYAJIach Ha MPOIIION Hezlelne, Tak Kak, Mo

TpaBzie TOBOPs, MbI HEOOTaThI. S MOHMMAl0, YTO BBI 3TO 9acTO
CIIBIIIINTE, HO BCE )K€ CKaXy: Ballle OpPraHN3aLis JAeslaeT
MOJUTMHHYO MHILIBY. 5] Oy/y menarh HOXKEepTBOBAHMS, YTOOBI XOTh
HEMHOTO y4JacTBOBAaTh B BaIlIeM OJIaropogHOM Jele.

C Gnmaromapraoctbto, M.C.

Dmo nucomo 6biI0 HANUCAHO UCTIOTHUMETIbHBIM dupekmopozw
eepeﬁcmd opeaHuzayuu, 3aHLLMCUOl(/;€lZC}1 THO0bMU C OMCMABAHUEM
6 paseumuu.

Ot umenu Hantero nanuenrta, @epua bepcona, nmo3posbTe
BbIpa3uTh Oaronaprocth HFBA 3a 3200ty 1 3a TO, Kak ObICTPO BB
CMOIVIN OPTaHN30BAaTh JUISl HEro JI0CTOWHbIE TIOXOPOHBI. Baie
Bropo npenycMoTpesio BCE OT JOCTABKH TeJla U3 TOCTIUTAIIS JI0
LIepeMOHNH TIorpedenus. Baiy coTpyaHUKN TOMOTaITH MOCTOSTHHO.
Ha xnan6umie p. [Tmadkep codpair 100poBoIBIIEB, KOTOPHIE
COCTaBWJIM MUHBSH, YTOOBI MPOYUTATh KA/IUII Y MOTHIIBI
ycommero. P. [Tnadkep Temmo u cepaedHo paccka3biBai O
Pa3IMYHBIX acriekTax norpedanbHol nepemonnn. CoOpaBimecs
CIIyLIAIX pedb O Ku3HU DepHa ¢ yBaKEHUEM U COUYCTBHUEM.

Jla TIPOAOJIKUTCA Ballla 071aroCI0BEHHAsT MECCHSI MHOTO-MHOTO JIET.

LY.

Bomnpocsl 1 oTBeTHI
Bompoc: Yto Takoe norpedanbHbie coo0mecTsa?

Ortser: [lorpebasbHble co0OLIIECTBA, WIH JaHOMEHUIAgEeH Ha
WJIUIIL, — TPYIIIEI JIFOIEH, OOBETUHSIOMINXCS TTO0 KaKOMY-JTHOO
MPU3HAKY. ITO MOTYT OBITh BBIXOILIBI M3 OJIHOTO TOPOJIA, MK YbH-
TO MOTOMKH, WJIH TIOCEIIAIOIIHE OJIHY CHHArory. YIeHbl TAKHX
COOOIIIECTB KaK MPAaBUIIO PUICPIKUBAIOTCS OOIINX IIEHHOCTEH.
Takune cooOIecTBa COBMECTHO IPHOOPETAIOT YIAaCTOK Ha
KJIa70uIIe, ¥ TONBKO YWICHBI TPYIIIBI U UX OIU3KHEe MOTYT OBITh
l'IOXOpOHeHI)I TaM.

MbI ¢ mpucKoOpOueM co001aeM 0 KOHYMHe ObIBIIEro
npe3ugenta HFBA, r-na bropua bamoeprepa (1931-2012 rr.).

B Bockpecenbe 30-ro nexadps 2012 r., korga Bo Bcex CHHATOrax
YUTAIOT HeleJIbHYI0 IIaBy Topsl Baitexu, B cunarore Young
Israel na Creiiten Ailsienny HFBA npoBenér exerognblii
3aBTpak. Bo Bpems 31010 MeponpusaTus Mbl 0yieM 4eCTBOBATH
p- Oyiu Korana u p. Apu ®aiincreiina.

C panoctbio coodmaem, uyTo HegasHo HFBA ynocTonioch
BbIciIero 6asia ot opranm3anuu Charity Navigator, camoii
KPYIIHOIi B AMepHKe He3aBHCHUMOI KOMIIAHMH, OLleHUBaoOLIeil
JesITeIbHOCTh 0.1ar0TBOPHTEIbHBIX OPTraHHM3aIMii!

MbI iKejlaeM BCeM IMOUIEPKUBAIIIMM HAC CYACTINBOM
Xanykn. [la mpeGynyT Ha 3eMJie MUP, CBeT U 100pbIe Aeal



HFBA Receives the Highest Rating from Charity
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139 Harristown Rd e Glen Rock, NJ 07452
phone (201) 818-1288 e fax (201) 818-4694
www.charitynavigator.org

CHARITY
NAVIGATOR

October 1, 2012

Amy Koplow

Hebrew Free Burial Association
224 West 35th Street

Room 300

New York, NY 10001

Dear Amy Koplow:

On behalf of Charity Navigator, | wish to congratulate Hebrew Free Burial Association on achieving our coveted 4-star
rating for sound fiscal management and commitment to accountability and transparency.

As the nonprofit sector continues to grow at an unprecedented pace, savvy donors are demanding more accountability,
transparency and quantifiable results from the charities they choose to support with their hard-earned dollars. In this
competitive philanthropic marketplace, Charity Navigator, America's premier charity evaluator, highlights the fine
work of efficient, ethical and open charities. Our goal in all of this is to provide donors with essential information
needed to give them greater confidence in the charitable choices they make.

Based on the most recent information available, we have issued a new rating for your organization. We are proud to
announce Hebrew Free Burial Association has earned a 4-star rating. Receiving four out of a possible four stars
indicates that your organization adheres to good governance and other best practices that minimize the chance of
unethical activities and consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way. Approximately a quarter of the
charities we evaluate have received our highest rating, indicating that Hebrew Free Burial Association outperforms
most other charities in America. This “exceptional” designation from Charity Navigator differentiates Hebrew Free
Burial Association from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust.

Forbes, Business Week, and Kiplinger's Financial Magazine, among others, have profiled and celebrated our unique
method of applying data-driven analysis to the charitable sector. We evaluate ten times more charities than our nearest
competitor and currently attract more visitors to our website than all other charity rating groups combined, thus making
us the leading charity evaluator in America. Our data shows that users of our site gave more than they planned to
before viewing our findings, and in fact, it is estimated that last year Charity Navigator influenced approximately $10
billion in charitable gifts.

We believe our service will enhance your organization's fundraising and public relations efforts. Our favorable review
of Hebrew Free Burial Association's fiscal health and commitment to accountability & transparency will be visible on
our website as of October 1st.

We wish you continued success in your charitable endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ken Berger
President & Chief Executive Officer




HFBA Acknowledges With Sorrow

The Passing of Former HFBA President Bjorn Bamberger

orn in Germany, and anticipating the Nazi assault on the Jewish population, Bjorn Bamberger moved with

his family to Denmark, his mother’s birthplace in 1933. There, thanks to the heroism of the Danish citizens,
the Bambergers, and virtually all the Danish Jews, were smuggled across the water to the shores of Sweden
where the Bamberger family waited out the war, returning to Denmark in the spring of 1945.

The Bambergers eventually immigrated to the United States, first living in Baltimore and then in New York,
where Bjorn married and raised his family.

Bjorn Bamberger dedicated his life to the needs of the Jewish community, becoming a key supporter of such
organizations as the Hebrew Academy of Long Beach (HALB), the Mesivta of Long Beach (L.1) and the Long
Beach Mikvah, as well as the Hebrew Free Burial Association which he served as president.

He will be missed by all those who were fortunate to have known his charm, generosity, humor and

friendship.

CHESED SHEL EMET - HOW YOU CAN HELP

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure
an annual Yahrzeit reminder for
your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit
Kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said
for the eleven month mourning
period following a death of a
relative or friend for a donation of

$360.

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

ESTABLISH an HEBA Forever Gift
Annuity or Charitable Trust Plan.
In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these
plans ensure that HFBA's promise
of a Jewish burial to future gener-
ations of indigent Jews will be ful-

filled.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commem-
orate a loss with HFBA cards.

Cards cost $15 and can include a
personalized message.

PLACE HFBA tzedakah boxes in a
house of shiva or in your home,
school or local kosher establish-
ment.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our
“Mitzvah Circle” by suggesting a
gift to HEBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her
simcha in this way receives a
framed certificate.

DONATE unused graves. If the
graves are not part of a burial
society or family plot and are
located in New York or New

el

G

Jersey, please consider donating
them to HFBA and receiving a tax
deduction for your gift.

SPONSOR  perpetual grave care
for an indigent’s grave for $600.

VOLUNTEER with your friends,
classmates, fellow group mem-
bers, or family at our cemeteries
as part of our Cemetery Clean-
Up Project.

GIVE us your old wlleisim for use as
part of the dress for deceased men

who HFBA will be called upon to
bury.

USE your clerical skills in our
midtown office as a volunteer.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area that
can help us.

DONATE your property, used
vehicle or boat and receive a gen-
erous tax donation.



