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Each year, HFBA performs nearly 400 burials. Although many HFBA
H F B A H e S clients die alone, poor or forgotten, behind each is a unique narrative
of someone created in G-d’s image. Here are some of their stories:

Ludwig A. was studying Talmud in a Jewish seminary in Berlin in 1939 when he realized it was time to quickly leave
Germany, especially once his father; a doctor, was arrested by the Gestapo. Able to secure only two tickets to Shanghai
for himself and his brother Helmut, his mother was forced to remain behind and was soon deported to Belarus where
she was shot and killed.

The brothers lived in China for seven years in an international settlement where they learned that their father
had escaped Germany, dying in Havana of lung cancer. They also learned that their grandparents had perished in
Theresienstadt.

During their stay in Shanghai, Helmut met his future wife, Leah Gordel, who had been studying in Sweden during the
war but who managed to join her parents to flee from Germany to China. When the United States opened its doors
for refugees from Shanghai, the brothers and the Gordels headed to the home of relatives in Chicago. Helmut and
Leah stayed in Illinois while Ludwig decided to go to New York City. Sadly, Ludwig was soon diagnosed with paranoid
schizophrenia which made it difficult for him to hold a job despite being maintained on medication. He and Helmut
stayed in close contact throughout the decades.

Helmut had arranged for a pre-need burial with HFBA for his brother as well as for a monument. When Ludwig died
this past summer at the age of 96, he was in a nursing home, having been unresponsive for two years. Helmut, 94 and
ill, was unable to attend the burial of his beloved only brother.
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Sean D. had been homeless, living in an alley near a laundromat with no income
other than from his occasional job tinting car windows. He received no public
assistance and had no bank account. Occasionally his brother would help him out by
giving him food, clothes and pocket money. When he died at the age of 54 from heart
failure, his brother notified us of his death but was disinclined to help with his burial
costs in any but the most minimal way. He did not attend Sean’s funeral.

XXX XX¥

Adele M. died in a nursing home and her body was being held by the Public
Administrator who had been unable to reach her daughter who had stopped all
communication with the nursing home and, apparently, anyone else involved with
her mother. She did not return phone calls or respond to letters and refused to open
her door when visited at her home. The PA finally released the body to HFBA and
we learned from social workers that Adele was a Holocaust survivor born in France b L
and hidden in a convent during the war. She came to the United States where she married, had one child and became a
dressmaker. Other than HFBA's rabbi, Rabbi Plafker and the volunteer minyan, no one attended her burial.

..continued on page 2

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the only
agency in the NY metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a dignified,
traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



A Long Relationship

Jewish Home Lifecare (formerly the Jewish Home for the
Aged) retains a special area in HFBA's Mount Richmond
Cemetery for former residents, 652 of whom have been
buried there since the early 20th century. At the invitation
of HFBA Executive Director Amy Koplow, Jewish Home
Lifecare CEO Audrey Weiner and Chair of the Board

of Trustees Elizabeth Grayer visited to observe the
restoration begun on this section of the cemetery. They
subsequently allocated funds to complete the work which
includes lifting and resetting old monuments. Ms. Weiner
also sent a copy of the organization’s minutes from 1917
reporting that the contract with HFBA had been renewed
for $475 a year.
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y In the Mall

HFBA receives many letters from people who have
had experience with our organization. Below is a
recent example.

I have recently been reading about the Hebrew Free
Burial Association, and feel great pride that my great-

grandfather, Barnett Freedman, was one of the founders

HFBA H eIps (continued from page 1)

of this organization. Barnett was the father of my
grandfather, Abraham Freedman, and the grandfather
of my own father, Jerome Freedman. I shared your
website with several of my cousins, so that they will all
be aware of the family legacy of Barnett, and how this
organization provides an important service and it is
truly emblematic of Tikkun Olam (repair of a broken
world)...

L..am so pleased with the work of the Association.

Best wishes,

Ruth P. Freedman

Did you know?

Social isolation increases the risk of death among
the elderly. It has been estimated that in New
York City, 1.3 million adults live and die alone.
Public and private organizations exist to serve the
social and medical needs of this population, which
include many of HFBA's clients. HFBA, however, is
the only agency which will take care of the final,
burial requirements of any isolated, indigent
Jewish New Yorker.

Jean R. lived in various state institutions, including
- the infamous Willowbrook State School, from the age

of 4. She had severe developmental disabilities and a
dysfunctional family including a mother and sister with

. psychiatric illnesses. Despite her limitations, Jean was

. aware of her Jewish roots and enjoyed celebrating the

- Jewish holidays. She participated in activities in the

. group home in which she lived at the end of her life and

- was beloved by the staff and other residents. Jean had no
. surviving relatives but the residence manager and other
. staff members of the home attended her funeral.

' Names changed to protect confidentiality.

Q: According to Jewish law, amputated limbs are buried. Are internal organs which

&
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are removed during surgery, such as a gall bladder, also buried?

A: There are differences of opinion among rabbinic authorities. Although many believe
that organs do not require burial, some insist on it. An individual is advised to consult
his or her rabbi for guidance.



Tahara Facility Opens at HFBA's Mt. Richmond Cemetery

e

According to Jewish law, each decedent must undergo @ 4 | S et
a tahara, a ritual washing of the body, performed bya ] ; e
chevra kadisha, a group of trained individuals devoted '
to this ultimate act of chesed. Based on structures
uncovered during a renovation at Mount Richmond
Cemetery, including a drain in the middle of a room, it
I is believed that there used to be a
dedicated space for this service in
the early years of the cemetery’s

operation. However, for over et .. T T L e e
seventy years, HFBA taharas were @ Guests at Mount Richmond Cemetery tahara facility dedication,
done in various funeral homes. June 1,2014.
. All HFBA taharas are now being performed there by a
HFBA now has a new state-of- . newly established Staten Island chevra kadisha under
the art tahara facility at Mount - the supervision of the Vaad Harabonim of Queens,
LAl Richmond Cemetery located in ¢ directed by Rabbi Elchonon Zohn.
Rabbi Elchonon Zohn ~ an addition to the original stone
affixes amezuzahat ~ cutter’s workshop in which grave  : For dedication opportunities, please contact Amy
the dedication. markers were made decades ago. ° Koplow, Executive Director at 212-239-1662.
4 )
fuank Save the Date!
ave the Dale.
you to.... , ,
HFBA's Parshat Chayei Sara
the students from
Yavneh Academy Community Chesed Day at Silver Lake Cemetery
(Paramus, NJ) who
Zotméeereii at Silver Sunday, November 16,2014 10 am-12 pm
ake Cemetery in .
late June. 926 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY
We appreciate their : ) [ i f b 4=
commitment to
chesed, cleaning and
clearing the winter
debris. D oa

Mitzvah!

Join a group of dedicated volunteers to clean and clear debris from the grounds of
this sacred and historic cemetery containing 13,600 graves dating back to 1892.

(Weather permitting. Up to the minute information will be
posted at www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial).

For more information or to visit another day, please e-mail Andrew Parver
at aparver@hebrewfreeburial.org.




Save the Datel

Staten Island Parshat Vayechi
Community Breakfast

Sunday, December 28, 2014
9:30 am
Young Israel of Staten Island

Honoring
Rabbi Shmuel
Plafker

for 25 years of dedicated service to
Hebrew Free Burial Association

Guest speaker:
Rabbi Mordecai Becher

To make a reservation, or to find out
how to arrange for a fundraising event
in your community, please call
HFBA Executive Director Amy Koplow.

“On Rosh Hashana will be inscribed, and
on Yom Kippur will be sealed, how many
will pass from the earth and how many
will be created; who will live and who
will die; who will die at his predestined
time and who before his time...who will
rest and who will wander, who will live in
harmony and who will be harried; who
will enjoy tranquility and who will suffer;
who will be impoverished and who will be
enriched; who will be degraded and who
will be exalted...”

(translation from the Hebrew, ArtScroll Machzor)

We appreciate the HFBA community’s
efforts to help those who wandered, were
harried, impoverished or degraded and we
wish all our supporters a happy, healthy
New Year in a peaceful world.

Following the custom of visiting the graves of loved ones during the
High Holy Day season, visiting hours at Mount Richmond Cemetery
are listed below:

JEWISH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: FALL 2014

Please note that the cemetery will be closing early on the day prior to
each festival.

ROSH HASHANA OPEN/CLOSE
Wednesday September 24 9AM-1:00 PM SHARP
Thursday September 25 CLOSED

Friday September 26 CLOSED

SUKKOT

Wednesday October 8 9AM-1:00 PM SHARP
Thursday October 9 CLOSED

Friday October 10 CLOSED

HOSHANA RABBA

Wednesday October 15 9AM-1PM SHARP
SHMINI ATZERET - SIMCHAT TORAH

Thursday October 16 CLOSED

Friday October 17 CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on Yom Kippur, October 4 and Shmini Atzeret,
October 16. The cemetery closes at 1 PM every Friday all year.
Silver Lake Cemetery will be open on Sunday, September 21
and Sunday, September 27, from 9AM-3:45PM.

Npaduk pabotbl Knagbuwa Mt. Richmond B
eBpenckune npasgHukn: OceHb 2014 r.

[Toxkanyiicta, MMelTe B BUJLY, YTO B KAHYH KQOK0T0 Mpa3HUKA KJIaA6ulie
3aKpbIBAETCs paHbLIe YeM B OGbIYHbIE JHU.

Pomi-Amana - Hossbiii I'op,
Cpena, 24 ceHTA6OpPA
YeTBepr, 25 ceHTA6pA
[IaTHUIIA, 26 CEHTAGPA

Yacel pa6oThI

€9:00 ytpa o 13:00 poBHO
3aKpbITO

3aKpBITO

CykkoT

Cpena, 8 okTa6ps €9:00 ytpa o 13:00 poBHO

YeTBepr, 9 oKTA6PsA 3aKpbITO

[IaTHULA, 10 OKTAGPS 3aKpBITO

Xomana Pa6a

Cpena, 15 okTsA6psa €9:00 ytpa g0 13:00 poBHO
Imuuu Anepet u Cumxat Topa

YeTBepr, 16 okTA6ps 3aKpbITO

[IaTHULA, 17 OKTAGPS 3aKpBITO

MoMuHanbHas MouTBa ULIKOP yntaercsa B Hom Kunmyp, 4 okTa6ps 1 Ha
[lImuuu Auepet, 16 oKTAGpSL.

[lo nATHUIIAM K/IaAbuUlle Bceraa 3akpbiBaeTcs B 13:00.

Knapaouie Silver Lake 6yzeT oTKpbITO B BockpeceHbe, 21 ceHTAOPA U B
BockpeceHbe, 27 CEeHTA6PA.
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AM >I< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

HFBA nomoraert

« iogsur A* nsyyan Tanmyg B OQHO 13 eBpencKmx Wwrkon bepnnHa.
B 1939-m rogy oH B cneluke NOKWHYN [epMaHuio Nocsie Toro Kak

€ro 0TLa, U3BECTHOTO Bpaya, 3abpanu B rectano. Matb Jliogsura
cymena gocTaTb nuwb Asa 6uneta go LLlaHxan, ans Hero v ero 6pata
lenbmyTa, a cama 6bls1a BbIHY»KAEeHa oCTaTbCA. Bnocnectemm eé
BbIBE3/IM Ha TEPPUTOPUIO 3aXBayeHHON Hemuamu benapyccuu, rae
OHa norubna.

bpaTtba npoxwunu B Kutae cemb neT B noceneHvm ans
MHOCTpaHLEeB. Tam OHM y3Hanu, YTo NX oTeL, CMOT BblexaTb 13
lfepmaHun 1 fobpaTtbca Ao laBaHbl, HO YTO OH YMUpPaEeT OT paKa
nérknx. OHM TaKxKe y3Hanu, 4To ux 6abyLiKn 1 feayLwKm nornbnm 8
TepesunHe.

B LLIaHxae lenbmyT BCTPETWN CBOO ByayLLyio KeHy, Jlelo
lfoppen. Korga Hauanacb BolHa Jlea yunnacbh B HeMTpanbHOM
LLIseuuu, HO cmorna pasbicKaTb poguTenemn n BMecTe C HAMK
6exatb 13 lfepmaHmm B Kntaii. Kak Tonibko CoefiHéHHbIe LLiTaTbl
pa3speLumnnu Bbe3 B CTpaHy npoxusatowmm B LLlaHxae 6exeHuam,
Topgur, lenbMyT 1 cemenctao lopaenos HanpasuKcb B Ymkaro K
poacTeeHHMKam. lfenbmyT u Jlea nocenunmco B wrate VinnmHowc, a
TMiogeur pewnn nonbiTath cyacTba B Hbio-Mopke.

K coxaneHnwuio y Jliogsurra BCkope AvarHoctmposanu
napaHouaanbHYo LUN30PPEHWIO, 1 eMy CTaso TPYAHO yaep»KaTbCA

Ha NOCTOAHHON paboTe HECMOTPA Ha PeryAPHbIA NPUEM JIeKapCTB.

Jlioasur v fenbmyT noaaepKnBann CBA3b APYr C APYroM MHOrme
necatku net. fenbmyT 3apaHee opopmun yepe3 HFBA noxopoHbl

W YCTaHOBKY Hagrpobus ans csoero 6pata. ITum netom Jllogsur
CKOHYanca B JoMe AnA npecTapesibix B BO3pacTe 96-1 feT, yxe ABa
rofa He pearnpys Ha BHELLHME CTUMYbl. [enbMyTy 6bIS10 YiKe 94, OH
6b1n1 6OMIEH 1 He CMOT NpUexXaTb Ha MOXOPOHbI NtobKMoro 6para.

- LLloH ¥ 6611 6€300MHbIM. OH X1 B NPOYJIKE PAJOM C NPaYeyHoN,
He UMeA NHOTO fOX0Aa KPOME Kak OT MbITbA JIOOOBbIX CTEKON
Npoe3XaloLmnx MaLLKH. ¥ Hero He 6b110 CYETa B 6aHKe, U OH He
nonyyan Bandep. MiHorga emy nomoran ero 6pat, AaBaBLWiA

LLloHy eabl 1 HemHoro aeHer. Korpa LLoH ymep oT cepaeyuHon
HeOCTaTOYHOCTU B BO3pacTe 54-x NeT, ero 6paT coobwmn Ham B
HFBA. Ho 6pat oTKa3ancsa oniiaumBaTb pacxodpbl Ha norpebeHye 3a
UCKJTIOYEHMEM CUMBOJIMYECKOM CYMMbI, U He Mpurexas Ha MOXOPOHbI
LLoHa.

* UMeHa u3meHeHbl

BOI'IpOCbI N OTBEeTbl

Bonpoc: CornacHo eBpenckoMy 3aKOHY, aMnyTUPOBaHHble
KOHEUHOCTU noanexat norpebeHuto. Hy>xkHo nn norpebatb
BHYTPEHHVEe opraHbl, yaanéHHble BO BPeMsA XMPYPruyeckon
onepaumu, Takmne Kak XesTyHbl My3blpb?

OtBeT: MHeHUA paBBUHOB B 3TOM BOMPOCE Pa3fiMyaloTca.
XOTsi MHOTME NOMaraoT, YTO BHYTPEHHUE OpraHbl He TpebytoT
norpe6eHs, HEKOTOPble HacTamBaloT Ha 3ToM. CoBeTyem
06paLLaTbCA K CBOEMY PaBBUHY 3a HAaCTaBNEHNEM B JAHHOM
BOnpoce.

Ham nuwyT

...HepaBHo s npounTana o pabote EBpelickoro
BnarotBoputenbHoro MoxopoHHoro blopo v ncnbiTana ropfocTb
3a cBoero npagena, bapHetra OpramaHa, KOTopbIn 6bin OfHUM
13 OCHOBaTenew 3Ton opraHmn3auun. bapHeTT npuxoaunca
oTuom moemy aeay Abpaxamy OprgmaHy 1 aejom Moemy oTLy
D>xepomy OpuamaHy. 1 pasocnana agpec Baluero Beb-caiTa
HECKOJIbK/M CBOVIM Ky3€eHaM, YToObl Te y3Hann 1 NOMHWN O
Hacneaun bapHeTTa, 1 0 TOM, YTO Ballia OpraHu3aLma oKasbiBaeT
BaXKHENLLYI0 yCNyry, KoTopas ABNAETCA CUMBOJIOM <TUKKYH Oflamy -
1cnpaBieHnA 3Toro Mm1pa.

A oueHb paaa, 4YTo Balle BPOpO Jenaet CBOE BaXkHOe feno.
C Hanny4vywmmMmmn noxenaHnamu,

Pyt IN. ®puaman

HoBoe nomewenvie HFBA gna omoBeHua yconwunx

CornacHo eBpencKom TpaamLmm, Kaxxablil yConwmia
nofBepraeTca puTyasibHOMY OMOBEHUIO (Maxapd), NPOBOANMOMY
rpynnon Noaen, Ha NBpUTE Ha3blBaeMOW «CBALLLEHHOe
TOBaPWLLECTBO» (Xespd Kaouwia). 3To — npoLeawne cneymnanbHyo
NMOArOTOBKY JIIOAU, C FTOTOBHOCTbIO OKa3blBaloLMe NoCieSHUA aKkT
MUNIOCEPANA KaxKZOMy ycorLiemy.

Bo Bpemsa paboT no 06HOBNEHWIO Ha KNnagbue MayHT PruumoHz
6b1710 OTKOMAHO NOMELLEHWNE CO CTOKOM A1l BOAbI MOCepesmHe,
KOTOpOe No-BUAUMOMY CIYXWIO A4S NpoBeAeHVA Taxapa B
nepsble rogpl paboTbl Knagbua. 3aTem BOT yxe 6onee ceMuaecaTm
net Bce omoBeHua ana HFBA nposoannuck B pasnnyHbix
MOXOPOHHbIX JOMaX.

W BOT Ha IHAX OTKPbINOCb HOBOE COBPEMEHHOE NoMeLLeHre
INA NpoBeAeHNA Taxapa HENOCPEACTBEHHO Ha Knaabue MayHTt
PrvumoHA pAagom C LOMMKOM, B KOTOPOM MHOTVEe AecATUNEeTUA
Ha3ap Bblpe3anu HaarpobHble yKasaTenm n naMmaTHUKN. Bce
OMOBEeHWUA Tenepb NPOBOANT HeABHO co3aaHHanA Ha CTenTeH
AnneHp xeBpa Kagywa nof pykoBoACTBOM OopraHu3aummv Bag
PaboHUM, AMpPeKTOPOM KOTOPOI ABNAETCA P. INbXOHOH 30HH.

W3 monuTebl Ha Mom-Kunyp

«B Polwu-XawaHa 6ynet 3anvcaHo, a B leHb Cyna 6ynet
NPUNoXKeHa NeyaTb: CKOJIb MHOTME MNOKMHYT 3TOT MUP U CKOJb
MHOTMe pofATCs, KTO ByaeT XNTb, a KTO yMPET, KTO YMPET B
npefHasHauyeHHoe eMy Bpems, a KTO — 10 CPOKa, ... KTO byaeT
OTAbIXaTb, @ KTO — CKATATbCA, KTO ByAeT X1Tb B MUPE, a Koro byayT
npecnenoBaTb, KTO BKYCUT OTAbIX, a KTO — OyfeT cTpafaThb, KTO
obefiHeeT, a KTO — pa3boraTeeT, KTO YHU3UTCA, @ KTO — BO3BbICUTCA...»
(monumeeHHuk Ha lom-Kunyp, no sepcuu uzdanus ArtScroll)

Mbl 6narogapum Bcto Hawwy HFBA obLuHy 3a HenpecTaHHble
YCUnA NOMOYb TEM, KTO CKATAETCA, TEM, KOrO MpecneayioT, KTo
obefiHeN NV YHUXEH, U XXenaem BCeM NoAAepKMBatoLLMM Hac
cyacTbsA 1 3gopoBba B HoBom rogy, 1 utobbl oH 6bii1 rogom mMupa.
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Donate Your Vehicle Please considetr...
Perform the ..making a recurring donation which will
GREATEST MITZVAH! automatically process each month on the
Help every Jew receive a dignified date of your choice.
traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
1RS tax deduction as allowable by law, Free towing! Call the HFBA office at (212) 239-1662 for more

TheHebre n.; (212) 239-1662 information and to initiate this type of contribution.
Free Burial 3 2 info@hebrewfreeburial.org Thank you!
association$  www.hebrewfreeburial.org \\ )
Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP
REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a - DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. - aburial society or family plot and are located in New

York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure . SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future . for $600.

generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. _ _ _ _
ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
with HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include a - child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a
personalized message. - framed certificate.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual Yahrzeit ~ VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow

group members, or family at our
cemeteries as part of our Cemetery
Clean-Up Project.

reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit
Kaddish for your loved one for a

donation of $180. a.h & NN GET INVOLVED as a professional
] _ = 3 31 with HFBA by donating your

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for RN W DM, | expertise and skills in an area
the eleven month mourning period B .UE YN =Ep 09 that can help us
following a death of a relative or A
friend for a donation of $360. 3

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
formed in 1888 on Manhattan'’s Lower East Side by Bryan Alter, Esq. Robert Marcus THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
a group of philanthropic and community-minded Herbert Block Robert Mendeles ’ 4 . .
Jews who were committed to burying their indi- Andrew Feinman Paul H. Nagelberg Renée Septimus, Editor  Adam Rawson, Designer

gent dead according to Jewish tradition, rather Richard Fishman Yitzhak Pastreich Printed by Spencer and Worth, Ltd.

than having them buried in a mass grave in City Charles Greinsky g’"ggf"‘yontesieitell(mafn
Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has interred ke Nzrm'anevr\]gsmae: o 2Zh ST S SRR
over 65,000 Jews in its two ,:nr]aLKIeymtinl ! NEWYQRK’ NY 10001 )
e
committed to retrieving the CHARITY RABBINIC ADVISOR  CEMETERY CHAPLAIN WEB: WWW.HEBREWFREEBURIAL.ORG
identities of those interred NAVIGATOR Rabbi Elchonon Zohn Rabbi Shmuel Plafker ’ ’ ’
and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each un- **** EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UjA()Federatmn
Four Star Charity
marked grave. Amy Koplow of New York




