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HFBA in the News

The Jewish Week featured HFBA in an article by - young woman to the ledge. He held her hand as if for a
Jonathan Mark, “The High Lonesome Sound in a * minuet, or as if to help her board a trolley.

Cemetery” prior to the High Holy Days this past :

September. The following are excerpted portions: . The gentleman took a woman by the waist, held her in

¢ the air, and dropped her. Then a second girl. Then a third.
As the liturgy warns, soon will be inscribed “who willlive - A fourth put her arms around him and kissed him. Had

and WhOI Willl die; who atlhis pre-destined t.ime and who they been lovers, this kiss their last? Or, in life’s final
who will be degraded and who will be exalted.” . could or would?

In 1888, the Hebrew Free
Burial Association (HFBA)
was founded on the Lower
East Side, to take care of Jews
who might die without even
a few dollars for a grave;
Jews “who will wander...
who will be degraded,” dying
without anyone to claim their
bodies, otherwise destined
for the mass indignity of
burial in the city’s Potter’s
Field. Since 1888, more

than 65,000 Jews have been

Hebrew Free Burial saw to
the funerals of 22 Jewish
girls who died in the fire,
including horse-drawn
carriages draped in purple
and black. The mystics say
that souls hover around
their graves, and visitors can
ask them to intercede for us.
They hover around the 22
stones of March 25, 1911.

Funerals happen several
times a week at Mount

buried in the HFBA's two ; Richmond. The volunteers
cemeteries, Silver Lake and Mount Richmond in Staten . often gather at the cemetery, in what looks like an old
Island — and nearly 400 since last Rosh HaShanah. The @ wooden waiting room in a western railroad station.
idea is that everyone, no matter how down on his luck, There is a faucet to wash hands after funerals, as is the

was created in the image of G-d and should be treated . custom.

accordingly, even in death. ;
. If amember of the family who would be sitting shiva

There are 22 graves marked March 25, 1911, a Shabbat  : is present, a special Kaddish is recited, similar to the
afternoon when a fire in the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory ~ : celebratory Kaddish said when one concludes study of
killed 146 workers, most of them young Jewish and ¢ atractate of Talmud. After all, at every funeral in the
Italian women and girls, their exit blocked. They jumped : loneliness of Mount Richmond a life is concluded, and
rather than burn. Amid the flames, witnesses saw a : whose life is not a tractate all its own, full of questions
gentleman appear in the ninth floor window, helping a - and legends.

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the only
agency in the NY metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a dignified,
traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



A case manager at a Brooklyn medical center referred
Sergei’s wife Irina to HFBA after her husband died
and she was left alone and destitute. All SSI monies

had gone to pay for Sergei’s stay in a nursing home in
which he had lived for several years prior to his death.
Only $30 was in their bank account and their only
child lived with his wife and child in the far eastern
part of Russia, completely unable to be of any help.
HFBA applied for burial assistance from the Human

Resources Administration and HFBA absorbed the large

balance. Rabbi Plafker kindly picked up Irina to go to
Sergei’s funeral at Mount Richmond Cemetery. Standing
at Sergei’s grave, Irina was able to see the grave of her
father buried nearby.

Julia, age 72, had suffered from AIDS and cancer and
was living in subsidized housing on Manhattan’s Lower
East Side when she died. A close friend knew that Julia
had an estranged brother and knew that the housing
facility had a copy of her birth certificate. Members

of the dedicated HFBA staff were able to trace the
cemetery in which Julia's parents were buried and the
staff of that cemetery was able to provide information

. about next of kin. HFBA was able to reach Julia’s

. brother, Al, who explained that Julia had severe mental
. health issues which caused the estrangement between
. the siblings. Despite his own precarious financial

situation and advanced age, Al arranged for Julia to be

. buried next to their parents.

In the last edition of Chesed, we recounted the story of

. Adele Melman, a Holocaust survivor, whose daughter,

Hannah, was mentally ill, homebound with only two
cats for company and refusing to communicate with

- any agency having to do with her mother. Several

. months after her mother’s death, Hannah was

. found dead in her apartment. A social worker at the
. apartment complex told HFBA that there appeared

. to be no next of kin who could give permission for

. the body’s release and burial. Although the Public

Administrator quickly provided a release, there was a
delay because the Medical Examiner had a difficult time

identifying her and the cause of death due to the body’s

decomposition by the time it was found.

Khana and losif came to the United States from the
Former Soviet Union. They spoke little English and

lived a frugal life on their SSI and Medicaid benefits.

Several years ago, their adult son died suddenly and
HFBA handled the burial. When losif died, a volunteer

from the local Bikur Cholim drove Khana to HFBA's

Mount Richmond Cemetery for his funeral.

© Names changed to protect confidentiality.

Did You

Cybercrooks have been e-mailing fake funeral
announcements. If you open the link, your
passwords, files and personal information can be
stolen. The subject line usually reads “Passing of
your friend” or “Funeral notice.” Be careful—and
don’t be fooled. Delete without opening.

\

Q: When does blood
require burial?

A: Blood which leaves the
body at the time of death,
or subsequent to the
death, requires burial.
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HFBA has a Speakers Bureau which can
provide speakers for your synagogue, school
or other organization. Please call Executive
Director Amy Koplow to arrange for an
interesting and informative presentation
about Jewish burial practices and HFBA's
important and historic work.



A Few Days with HFBA

The HFBA administrative staff is busy 365 days a year making certain that, as Jewish law prescribes, burials occur
as soon as possible after death and the HFBA chaplain and cemetery staff attend all burials. A recent weekend
included the following:

FRIDAY: Two burials take place at Mount Richmond Cemetery:.

HFBA staff arranges for three burials on Sunday, three on Monday, one on Tuesday.

In conjuction with Parshat Chayei Sara, Amy Koplow, HFBA Executive Director, and Board
member Hank Sheinkopf, speak about Jewish poverty in New York City and about HFBA’s
work at The Jewish Center in Manhattan. Gary Katz, also a Board member, speaks at Temple
Israel Center in White Plains.

SV ENVAN (#5888 The HFBA funeral staff finalizes arrangements for Sunday and Monday burials.

SUNDAY: HFBA’s annual Parshat Chayei Sara Community Chesed Day attracts 50 volunteers on a cold
morning to clear debris at Silver Lake Cemetery:.

Three burials at Mount Richmond Cemetery are attended by the volunteer minyan. These
burials bring the census to 330 cases for 2014.

Save the Datel

Staten Island
Parshat Vayechi
Community Breakfast

Sunday, December 28, 2014
9:30 am
Young Israel of Staten Island

Bentzion Schorr Photography

Young Leadership

In an effort to engage and educate college students and
. young professionals about HFBA's history and mission,
¢ our new Young Leadership Committee held its kickoff

Recognizing

Rabbi Shmuel Plafker

for 25 years of dedicated service to
Hebrew Free Burial Association

Guest Speaker
Rabbi Mordechai Becher

To make a reservation, or to find out how
to arrange for a fundraising event
in your community, please call
HFBA Executive Director Amy Koplow.

event this past September.

. Noah Morris of the HFBA staff and his Young Leadership
 committee of volunteers coordinated the event which

. attracted 65 people who enjoyed sushi and cocktails in

: aprivate courtyard in Washington Heights.

. Join us to combine your commitment to chesed shel emet
- with socializing with others who share your values.

Check out HFBA's Facebook page for the next
¢ Young Leadership event: www. facebook.com/
- hebrewfreeburial.



HFBA Thanks Our Volunteers

We thank all our volunteers who helped at Silver
Lake Cemetery on November 16, Parshat Chayei
Sara Community Chesed Day, as well as the other
individuals and groups who have helped in the
previous months including:

o ASHAR

e Congregation Beth Hatikvah

e The Frisch School

o JEC

e North Shore Hebrew Academy High School

e Rambam Mesivta

e Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North Jersey

e SAR

¢ Solomon Schechter School of Westchester

e Torah Academy of Bergen County

e Yeshiva of Flatbush

 “Helping Hands” (Greater Jersey Hudson River Region BBYO,
NFTY GER | Garden Empire Region, Hagalil USY, JTeenMW,
JCC of Staten Island, Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex
County, Temple B'nai Abraham Livingston, NJ, Bergen County
High School of Jewish Studies (BCHS]S), Temple Emanu-El of
West Essex: Building Kehila One Relationship at a Time)

HFBA Vice President Robbie Marcus and his daughter Abby,
a member of HFBA’s Young Leadership committee, at the
Parshat Chayei Sara Community Chesed Day

Young Leadership volunteers at the
Parshat Chayei Sara Community Chesed Day Parshat Chayei Sara Community Chesed Day
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PYCCKWU

A” >I< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

HFBA B npecce

B ceHTAOpe nepepn npasaHMKamu exxeHeaenbHUK <The
Jewish Week> nocesitun HFBA cTaTbto [I>koHaTaHa Mapka,
o3arnaBneHHyto <Bblcokunii 3ByK Ha Knagouie>. Huxe mbl
NPUBOAVM BbILEPXKN U3 3TON CTaTbu:

<...COrNacHo NUTypruu, ckopo B KHrre XursHm 6yget 3anucaHo,
KOMY XWTb 1 KOMY YMUPaTb, KOMY B CBOE BpeMs, a KOMY - O
BPEMeHN, KTO ByZleT OTAbIXaTb, @ KTO - CTPAHCTBOBATb, KTO
Oy[EeT YHUXKEH, a KTO - BO3BbILLEH.>

B 1888 rozy 6bino ocHoBaHO EBpelickoe bnarotBoputenbHoe
MNMoxopoHHoe btopo (HFBA) B H/XHE YacT BOCTOYHOIO
MaHx3TTeHa, uTo6bl 103ab0TUTLCA O eBPEAX, Y KOTOPbIX He
ObI10 flake HECKONbKIX JOJIIapOB Ha OMaTy MOXOPOH, O

TeX, KTO CTPAHCTBOBAJI, KTO Oblfl YHVMEH 1 KOMY rpO31i0
YHVKEHVE U Nocie CMepTy, T. e. norpebeHrie B ropoackom
6e3bIMAHHON Morune ans 6egHakos Mottepc Gung. C 1888
roga HFBA noxopoHuno 65 Tbicsiu eBpeeB Ha ABYX Knagbuiiax
- CnnbBep Jlenk n MayHT PuumoHp Ha CreliteH AnneHg. Tonbko
3a nocnegHui rog Obiylo OpraHN30BaHO YeTblpecTa MOXOPOH.
HearenbHocTb HFBA ocHOBaHa Ha NMOHUMaHWUK TOTO, YTO
KaXblii, BHe 3aBNCUMOCTU OT fOCTaTKa, COTBOPEH MO 06pasy
Bc-BbIlWHEro 1 3acNyKMBaeT JOCTONHOro 06paLleHnsa fdaxe
nocne CMepTu.

Cpean morun ecTb ABaAuaTh iBe C OQHOWM 1 TOW e [aTON
cmepTu - 25 mapTa 1911 roga - cy660THero HsA, Korga
CTpaLLHbIN NOoXap Ha pabpuke oaexabl B 34aHNM Hblo-
MOPKCKOro <YTora> yHEC »*u13Hu 146-1 paboTaBLUMX Tam
[eByLUeK, B OCHOBHOM M3 CeMell eBPeNCKMNX N UTaNbAHCKNX
UMMUIPAHTOB. [1Bepu 6bi1v 3anepThbl, U MHOTVe Npeanoyin
BbINPbIFHYTb 13 OKOH JEBATOrO 3TaXa, Yem NornbHyTb B
nnameHun. OueBunaLbl FOBOPUIN, YTO KAaKO-TO MyXKUMHA
MbITasicA MOMOYb OHOW 13 AeBYLUEK BbIOPaTbCA Ha KapHU3
[eBATOro 3Taxa, Aepxa eé pyky 6yarto B TaHue... HFBA
OpraH130Basno NOXOPOHbI EBPENCKMX AEBYLLEK, MOMMOLLNX

B MoOXKape, BK/oUas 3anpsi>KeHHble NTolagbMy KaTadanku ¢
NIMNOBO-YEPHOW ApanupoBKOW. Bepalure B MUCTMKY roBOpPAT,
UTO LUK YCOMLIMX BUTAIOT PAAOM C MOTWION, U NOCETUTENN
Knagbuila MoryT npocuTb X O 3acTyrnHuyectse. OHU BATAIOT y
MOTWJI, OTMEYEHHbIX eguHoNn aaTton 25 mapta 1911 roga...>

HFBA nomoraet

Mocne cmepTtn Ceprea* B fome andA npecrapenbix B bpyknnHe
BedyLwnin aena nauneHToB Hanpasun xeHy Ceprea VipuHy

B HFBA. NMocobue no 6e4HOCTV Ha NX CEMbIO B TeUeHMe
HEeCKONbKIX JIET yXOAMNO0 Ha onnaTy neyeHus Cepres, Tak

YTO Ha cueTy ocTaBanocb 30 gonnapos. VX e4MHCTBEHHbIN
CbIH W CO cBoel ceMbén Ha [lanbHem BocToke B Poccun n
He mor Huyem nomoub. HFBA nogano Ha yacTnyHyto onnaty
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NOXOPOH AenapTameHToM Bandepa Holo-Mopka, 1 B ntore
onnatunno 6onbluyio YacTb pacxofoBs. PasuH HFBA r-H Mnadkep
0TBE3 MpuHy Ha knagbuie MayHT PUUMoHng, rae oHa cmorna
NpUCyTCTBOBaTb Ha NoxopoHax Ceprea 1 NOCETUTb MOTUY
CBOEro OTLa, MOXOPOHEHHOro HenodanéKy.

XaHa n Nlocnd* nprexanm B CLLA 13 ogHoi 13 pecny6numk
6biBwero CoeTtckoro Coto3a. OHM NIOXO rOBOPUI
MO-aHMIMNCKA U KNS OYeHb CKPOMHO Ha nocobue no
coumanbHOMY CTpaxoBaHuio n Megukena. Heckonbko net
Hasagj Ux B3pOC/bIn CbiH ckoHYancs, u HFBA opraHnsoBano ero
noxopoHol. Mocne cmepTn Mocnda BonoHTEP 13 opraHmn3aumm
Brikyp Xonum (<MocelyeHmne 605bHbIX>) BbI3BaNCA OTBE3TU
XaHy Ha noxopoHbl Mocnda Ha knagbuile MayHT PuumoHg,.
*umeHa uameHeHol

Heckonbko gHen B KaneHpgape HFBA

Hawwm coTpyaHMKM 3aHATbI 365 AHeN B rofy, NOCKOJbKY
eBpeicKana Tpaanuma npeanncbiBaeT, YToObl MOXOPOHbI
yConLiero COCTOANMNCh Kak MOXHO ckopee. [103Tomy 1 paBBUH
Halwero biopo, 1 paboTHUKM KNagbuila BCerga Harotoee

1 MoCeLlaloT BCe LepeMoHuK. BoT pacnvcaHe ogHoOro us
HeflaBHMX YMKIHAOB:

MaTHuua: oBa norpebeHna Ha kKnagbuie MayHT PuumoHns,
3aTeM COTPYAHVKYM NOATOTOBUAN eLlé Tpy norpebeHuns Ha
BOCKpPECEHbE, TPY Ha NOHeAENbHYK U OAHO - Ha BTOPHUK.

Wa66aT: Smun Konnoy, ncnonHutenbHoin gupektop HFBA,
XaHK LLlenHKkond, uneH coBeTa AUPEKTOPOB, BbICTYNUIMN B
EBpeinickom LeHTpe B MaHX3TTeHe, pacCKka3aB O eBPEeNCKOM
6eaHocTn B Hbto-Vopke 1 o pabote HFBA. lappu Kali, unex
coBeTa AMPeKTOPOB, BLICTYNI B €BPENCKOM LieHTpe Temnn
WNcpasnb B ropoge Yant MnenHc.

Beuep cy660TbI: coTpyaHUKN Blopo 3aBepLuatoT
NPUroToBNEHNSA AN MOrPebeHnin B BOCKpECeHbe 1
NMOHeAeNbHUK.

BocKpeceHbe: exxerogHoliii feHb MUnocepans, NPOBOAVMbIN
HFBA B TO Bpems, Korga B curarorax YiTatloT HefleNibHyI0 rnaBy
Topbl <Xaen Capa>, NpUBNEK NATbAECAT BOJIOHTEPOB ANA
pacuncTKy Mycopa Ha knagbuie Cunbaep Jlelik.

B 3TOT e fieHb € yyacTmem MUHbsAHA 13 4OOPOBObLEB
nposefaeHbl Tpy norpebeHna Ha knapbue MayHT Puumong. C
HUMW Yncno norpebernii 3a 2014 rog gocturno 330.

Bonpocbl n oTBeTHI

Bonpoc: Korga HyXHO norpe6atb KpoBb?

OT1BeT: KpoBb, NOKMAaloLLan Tefio BO BpeMs Ui nocse
cmepTu, TpebyeT norpeberuns.



Donate Your Vehicle Please consider...

Perform the ..making a recurring donation which will
o) J  GREATEST MITZVAH! automatically process each month on the
2> Help every Jew receive a dignified i
tradi{)ional }’ewish funeral an%l burial. date of your choice.
IRS tax deduction as allowable by law. Free towing! Call the HFBA office at (21 2) 239-1662 for more

v o . . e . . .
TheHe&l;reWO (212) 239-1662 information and to initiate this type of contribution.
Free Burial - info@hebrewfreeburial.org Thank you!

associationd  www.hebrewfreeburial.org \§ )
Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP
REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a - DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. . aburial society or family plot and are located in New

York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure . SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future . for $600.

generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. _ _ _ ]
ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
with HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include a . child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a
personalized message. . framed certificate.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual Yahrzeit VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow

group members, or family at our
cemeteries as part of our Cemetery
Clean-Up Project.

reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit
Kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180. GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area

that can help us.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for
the eleven month mourning period
following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
formed in 1888 on Manhattan'’s Lower East Side by Herbert Block Robert Marcus THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
a group of philanthropic and community-minded Andrew Feinman Robert Mendeles
Jews who were committed to burying their indi- Richard Fishman Paul H. Nagelberg Renée Septimus, Editor Adam Rawson, Designer
gent dead according to Jewish tradition, rather Charles Greinsky Yitzhak Pastreich Al Loy slpanas e e, ik
than having them buried in a mass grave in City Gary Katz Minna Monte Seitelman
Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has interred Anna Kleyman Rabbi Henry Sheinkopf 224 WEST 35TH STREET, ROOM 300
over 65,000 Jews in its two Paul Lowenthal Norman Weisman NEW YORK, NY 10001
amEEies. EERA B alke PHONE: (212) 239-1662 « FAX: (212) 239-1981
committed to retrieving the CHARITY RABBINIC ADVISOR ~ CEMETERY CHAPLAIN \EN'\AEQH\‘NW\FA? EE:E{%’Y\;FEFEEEUBRLIJELA&‘&RG
identities of those interred NAVIGATOR Rabbi Elchonon Zohn Rabbi Shmuel Plafker ’ ’ ’
and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each un- * Kk * EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UjA()Federation
Four Star Charity =5 1
marked grave. Amy Koplow of New York




