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A Jewish Daughter Returns To Her People

One of the saddest responsibili-
ties HFBA has, and has had
since its inception, is the burial of
young people.

Recently our organization was
called upon to assist in the burial
of Laurie, who was discovered
dead at the age of twenty-seven.
The Callahan family was a gener-
ous, loving Catholic family with
several children. When their
friend, a Jewish woman, died and
her daughter, Laurie, whom they
had known since birth, was left
alone, they graciously welcomed
the seven-year old into their
home. They subsequently adopted
her without converting her to
Catholicism. Laurie grew into a
troubled young woman who gave
her adoptive mother “joy and
sorrow at the same time.” At

the time of her death, Laurie was
living with her own very young
daughter on public assistance.

Each year, on Shabbat Parshat
Chayei Sarah, the HFBA has a
fundraising drive in which local

synagogues participate by educat-
ing the community about HFBA
and raising tzedakah for the burial
of indigent Jews. During this year’s
drive, a Mrs. Hertz heard about
our organization and mentioned it
to her sister, Sarah, a social work-
er. Soon after, Sarah heard about
the death of her friend’s adopted
child. Knowing that Laurie had
been born to a Jewish mother,
Sarah contacted us, spoke to the
Callahans and acted as an interme-
diary until the Callahans called us
to arrange for the burial of their
Jewish daughter.

With gratitude, Laurie’s adoptive
mother expressed her thanks to
HFBA for “(the) wonderful way
(yow) handled this very sad
situation...If it wasn't for (you) in
paving the way for our daughter
to be buried in the same cemetery
as her mother, Mt, Richmond
Cemetery, we would not know
what to do...”

Naimes have been changed to protect the
privacy of our clients.

As always, we welcome your comments.
Please wri;e to us at 224 W. 35th St., Room 300, New York, NY 10001,
call (212) 239-1662 or send us email at hebrewfreeba@aol.com

HFBA Misston Statement

The Hebrew Free Burial
Association devotes its resources
to performing chesed shel emes
(the ultimate act of loving kindness).
It is the only agency in the New York
City metropolitan area dedicated to
assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious
affiliation, receives a dignified,
traditional Jewish funeral and burial.

Upon request, a copy of our
annual report may be obtained
from our office, 224 W. 35th St.
Room 300, New York, NY 10001

or from the
Attorney General, Charities Bureau,
120 Broadway,
New York, NY 10271.

Chesed, is published by
The Hebrew Free Burial Association
Amy Koplow, Executive Director
224 West 35th Street, Room 300
New York, NY 10001
Telephone (212) 239-1662
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Message from our President

e are now busy preparing for Pesach — the

Festival of Freedom. We are cleaning our
homes, shopping for matzah and the other traditional
Passover foods, and making arrangements for
gathering our families across the generations —
grandparents, parents and children - to sit together
at the seder table.

No generation gap here. To the contrary, the gather-
ing of the family to discuss our history and pass on
our sacred teachings and traditions is the very
essence of the seder, as we are commanded in the
Torah, “You shall tell your child [and grandchild] on
that day, it is because of this - the matzah and the
Pascal Sacrifice - that G-d acted on my behalf when
I went out of Egypt.” (Exodus 13:8) That is why the
seder is actually a dialogue between the generations,
the youngest child asks, and the oldest man present
answers the questions of the child. And that is why,
in a highlight of the seder, we invite the prophet
Elijah to join us — as we read in the hafiorah of the
Sabbath before Pesach — and “turn the hearts of the
parents towards their children, and the hearts of

the children towards their parents.” (Malachi 3:24)

Indeed, our Rabbis teach us that our forefather,
Abraham, wished to emphasize the importance

of handing on the tradition from generation to
generation when he minted a coin with the image
of an elderly couple on one side, and a young cou-
ple on the other. And it is for this selfsame reason
that Moses insisted on leaving Egypt “...with our
youngsters and our elders, with our sons and our
daughters...”(Exodus 10:9) when Pharaoh offered
to allow only the able bodied adults to leave.

Our elders represent our living history — our unbreak-
able bonds with the past — while our children
represent our future. And Judaism has survived for
so many thousands of years because we have always
been taught to respect our tradition, honor our elders,
and treat our young with compassion.

For 114 years The Hebrew Free Burial Association
has represented these three unvarying principles of
our faith perhaps better than any other communal
organization. For over a dozen decades we have
lovingly performed the final rites for some 55,000
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Jewish souls of every age, in full compliance with
the strictures of Jewish law.

In 1911 we were called upon to bury many of

the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire — and to
this day the tombstones in our Mount Richmond
Cemetery bear the names and ages of these young
girls who were unable to escape the fire in the
factory building. In 1918, when a virulent and
deadly influenza epidemic decimated the population
of New York City, we buried 1,000 people — 592 of
them children, 168 stillborn — sparing their grieving
parents the additional anguish of having the remains
of their precious babies thrown into mass graves in
Potters’ Field. And in just the past decade, we have
interred increasing numbers of indigent Jews who
have come to these shores seeking refuge from the
former Soviet Union.

The Hebrew Free Burial Association has always
been there for the poorest amongst our brethren,
ready to confront the gravest of calamities, ready

to offer the traditional taharab and kvurab (ritual
purification and burial) to those in need, both young
and old, with the greatest dignity and respect.

Today, the need is as great as ever, and this year
we expect to be called upon to bury more than 350
penniless Jews. Yet difficult economic conditions
have placed us under increasing financial strain.

As you prepare to gather the generations of your
family to celebrate the seder this Pesach, I urge

you to add even greater meaning and significance
to the occasion by becoming a partner with us in
this true chesed shel emes.

At the very beginning of the seder we stand,

hold up the matzah, and declare, “Let all who are

in need find their needs met here!” (Haggadah).

Let us live up to that pledge by putting a generous
contribution to the Hebrew Free Burial Association at
the top of our “to do” lists — let us teach our children
the importance of respect, honor and compassion
through our actions as well as our words, in this
most beautiful and joyous season of the year.
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Silver Lake Cemetery

Students Perform Chesed Shel Emes at

Many yeshiva high schools have “chesed Pproj-
ects” by which the students learn, not by sitting
in class, but by performing community service. One
of the most meaningful ways of “doing chesed,” is
by visiting HFBA'’s Silver Lake Cemetery to tend the
graves and to assure that the remains of the many
people buried there rest in dignity. Recently, two
groups from the HALB high schools in Long Island,
N.Y. came to do their part. The boys, from the DRS
Yeshiva High School for Boys, visited on a freezing
cold day in December, accompanied by HFBA
president, Mr. Bjorn Bamberger. Two months earlier,
students from their “sister school” had come.

On that crisp autumn day in October, a group of
teen-age girls walked hesitantly, yet purposefully,
into Silver Lake Cemetery. The eighty-five students
from Stella K. Abraham High School for Girls had
been prepared for their visit prior to their arrival.
They had attended a shiur (lecture) to learn about
this chesed shel emes and learned what they “could,
couldn’t and should do,” as one put it, as well as
which chapters of Tebillim (Psalms) were appropriate
to the occasion.

Students and faculty from DRS High School for
Boys at Silver Lake Cemetery.

Clutching their own work gloves and gardening tools,

the sixteen year old students were visiting HFBA’s
cemetery to clean around the gravesites, remove
debris and visit those for whom no visitors come.
Their emotions were visible on their faces and were
apparent from how they went about their tasks.

SKA High School students clearing graves

With seriousness of purpose, they worked for hours
removing overgrown ivy from headstones. With a
sense of accomplishment they were able to clean
off graves which had been invisible to them when
they began their work. With feeling and poignancy,
they recited 7ehillim, whispering the names of the
decedents, sometimes tracing the carved letters with
a finger.

“Their eyes were opened to a whole new spectrum
of needs,” said SKA Chesed Coordinator Atara Segal.
“They began to realize that the end of life is a stage
of life, too. They felt a connection, not only to
someone who died long ago, but also to the whole
Jewish community. They had a sense of continuity,”
of being part of their history and their people in a
way never felt before.

As the girls left the cemetery, it was clear that this
chesed project was different from others and affected
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.This morning I attended a bur-
il service held at Mt. Richmond
lemetery. I cannot say enough
gsitive things about the service
ind the way it was conducted by
ie rabbi.

i€ took the time to explain the
fuals and reasons behind them
'a way that was enlightening
out lecturing. He was patient
id considerate of all present

id showed utmost respect for

€ deceased, 2 humble woman,
10 had led a difficult life.

lerward, all who attended
ficated that they had had an
Plifting spiritual experience. The
Ork that your organization does
bindeed, a blessing.

Yours most sincerely,
CR

Program Associate,
®Nsumer Advisory Board, W.C.

#m in a profoundly different way. They had done
bsed, not for the living, by visiting the sick or
Blivering food to the poor. They were rewarded,

5t with a smile or “thank you”, as student Adina
finberg remarked, but with a “sense of accomplish-

ment, a realization that a person was in this place,
not just a grave” She added, “We felt good about
what we were doing and were sorry that there was
still so much to do there. We wanted to come more
often to help out as much as we can.”

These young women had performed an act of loving
kindness for a neshama (soul), and by remembering
and caring, they honored and elevated not only the
souls of the deceased, but their own souls as well.

To arrange for your group to visit and belp out at
Silver Lake Cemetery, please call Amy Koplow at our
office, (212) 239-1662.

Only weeks ago, I experienced one of the saddest moments in my
life, as T attended my oldest and dearest friend’s funeral, only days
before her 59th birthday, at Mt. Richmond Cemetery. Although I have
buried my parents and grandparents in Orthodox ceremonies, none
was as clear, simple and complete as the one officiated by Rabbi
Plafker that beautiful, warm September morning. ..

I will grieve for my friend, but will also remember her passing as a
memorable occasion for contemplation, as Rabbi Plafker added so
much to that day.
Sincerely,
Helene Meyerowitz

...I wanted to thank your organization sincerely for the free burial
service for R.R. My client came from Europe and witnessed many
atrocities during WWII. I know she didn’t want to tell people too
much about her faith and culture, but it was important to her. So,
again, my deepest thanks for your service.
Sincerely,
Susie Choi, CSW

The above is an example of the many cases in which no family or funds
remain to mark the grave. You can belp by purchasing a marker for $150
as part of the “Leave Your Mark” Campaign. You will receive a certificate
acknowledging your donation. Please call Amy Koplow at (212) 239-1662
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To make sure that our Russian members Jeel fully a part of the HFBA community,
we bave initiated a new feature of Chesed, the Russian Digest, which includes translated
summaries of the articles printed in each edition of the newsletter. The Digest appears below.

Pycckas Bepcusi Bronnerens

B mmxecnenyromux naparpadax Bsl MoXeTe
HAWTH CYMMAapHYIO CBOJKY CTaTeH, KOTOpHIE
NEYATAIOTCS Ha aHTTIMHCKOM SI3BIKE B 3TOM H3NaHUU
MH(}OPMALIMOHHOTO Gro/uteTers. B Hamewm odrce
HMEIOTCS PYCCKOTOBOPSIIUE COTPYAHHKH, IO3TOMY
HOXKAJTyHCTa MPHCHUIANTE CBOU MHChMA U
MIPEAIOKEHUA !

IMoctynok of Chesed - espeiickasi 1oub
BO3BPALIAETCHA K CBOEMY HAPOAY

Onna u3 cambix rpycrHbix o6s3annocreii HFBA
HMeNla ¢ MOMEHTA 00pa3oBaHMs OBIIO 3aXOPOHEHHE
MOJIOABIX FOHOIIEH U JEBYIIEK.

HenmapHo B Haly opraHM3anuio MO3BOHUITH C
npoch60H MOMOYb B 3aXOPOHEHHH MOTOAOH
CBPEMCKOH JAEBYIIKH, KOTOpas ObLIa yAOUEpEHA
KaTOJIMKAMH B BO3PACTE 7 JIET [TOCJIE TOrO KaK €€
MaTh ymepra. C moMomsio 3HAKOMOH, KOTopas
TOJIBKO HEAABHO y3Hasa npo muccuro HFBA, sta
MOJIOfas AEBYIIKA, IMEBIIAS TPOOIEMBI B KH3HH H
HaWJEHHAss MEPTBO# B Bo3pacrte 27, 6plaa
3aXOpOHEHA Ha €BPEHCKOM KIIaAOUINE PSIOM CO
cBoer Mamor. Ee nmpuemHas MaMa HCIBITAIA
Bombrmoe obnerdenue u GbuIa OYeHs GaarogapHa 3a
“ayBcTBEHHHBIH noaxox (Ber) cipaBuamce ¢ 3T0M
IPYCTHOH M HEJETKOH CUTyauuei.”

ITocnanne or Ilpesugenta Bjorn Bamberger

Bckope Mbl Oy1eM rOTOBHTBCS K IPA3aHHKY
Ieticax - @ectuBano CBOGOAB U TAKKE AENATh
HEOOXOAMMBIE IIPUTOTOBIICHHUS AJISl BCTPEYH HAILIHX
CEMEH ¢ pa3HBIX IIOKONEHUH — AeAyLIeK u 6abymex,
POAUTENEH, NETEH, BHYKOB — C LIEIBIO CECTh BCEM
BmecTe 3a Ceinep cromom. Hamm crapeiimmne:
SBJISIFOTCS MIPEACTABUTENAMH HAIIEH )KHBOH HCTOPHH
— B IICPEHOCHOM CMBICJIE 3TO HEOBIOWIMECS 1
HECTapErouKe KOCTH U3 MPOIIIOro, B TO BPEMS Kak
HAIIH JCTH ABJIAFOTCA PEACTABUTEIIMH Oy ayIIero
BpeMeHH. Mynan3M BEDKHI B TE4EHHE MHOTHX
TBICSY JIET IIOTOMY, YTO HAC BCErAa YYH/IH YBAXKATh
HAIIK TPAJHIHH, IIOYUTATh HAINUX CTAPEHINNX H
OTHOCHTBCS K HAIIUM MOJIOABIM C COCTPAJaHHEM.

B teuenne 114 ner HFBA npexcrapisna 3t
TpH OECCMEHHBIX MPUHLMIA HALIEH BEPHI H MEI C
3a00TOM U TH0O0BBIO HCIIOTHSIH [IOCIEAHUM PHTYaT
ans 55,000 esperickux gy ir06Oro Bo3pacTa ¢

IOJHBIM COOMIONEHHEM E€BPEHCKOro 3aKOHA |
TPaJHLHH.

B 10 Bpems kak Bl rOTOBHTE BCTpedy pasHbIX
TIOKOJICHHH BaleH ceMbH 9T06! oT™MeTHTh Cetinep
aroro Ileiicaxa, s HACTOATENBHO COBETYIO IIPHAATH
GonbInee 3HAUECHHE U BECMOCTD K HJEE CTATh HALIHM
TAPTHEPOM B 3TOT HacToswquii akt of Chesed.

IMomowur cTyaenTos na Silver Lake kian6uiue

B onun u3 ceexsIx ocenHux mueit B Oxrabpe
Mecsne, 85 yuenukosn u3 Stella K. Abraham Bricineit
LOKOJIBIL 1 AeBOo4YeK npuiay Ha HFBA knan6uine.
Onu npuBe3nH ¢ co60i CBOM CaJOBBIE HHCTPYMEHTHI
Y TPUCTYIMIH K 3aJaHHIO IT0 OYHCTKE MOTHIIBHBIX
MECT OT 00IOMKOB H Apyroro mycopa. CTymeHThI
OTHEC/IHCE K 3TOH paboTe OCTATOYHO CEPBEIHO
yOHpas AMKOPaCTYIIME ILIIOLI ¢ HAATPOOHBIX
KaMHEH U 0YHMINas MOIHJIbHBIC MECTA, KOTOPBIX
OBLIIO HE BUIHO C MOMEHTA KOTJa YYEHHKH HAYaIH
cBoro pabory. CryzmenTs! roBopunu Psalms, Trxo
LIENTAIM UMEHA YMEPIIHUX, MHOT4A BOAUIH
NAJIBLIAMHU IO BBICCYEHHBIM B KaMHAX OykBax. “Ux
rnasa GbITH OTKPBITHL K [OJTHOCTBEO HOBOMY CIIEKTPY
HY KJaromuxcs moaeH,” ckasan Chesed
koopauHaTop Atara Segal. “OnHu HayaaM NOHMMAT®,
YTO KOHELI XKHM3HH 3TO TAKKE U cTamus xu3Hu. OHu
MOYYBCTBOBAJIM COEAUHEHHUE, CBSA3b HE TONBKO K
OTHENBHO B3ATOMY Y€EI0BEKY, KOTOPBIH JABHO yMeD,
HO TaKXe KO Bcel EBpeiickoii o0muHe B 1eaom.
Onu oImyTHIH CEHC HENMPEPHIBHOCTH, MPOIOIDKEHHS,
Oyay4u 9aCTBIO CBOEH MCTOPHH M CBOETO HAapoaa.”

Korpa neBymku nmokunynu xnaabumme, cTano
SICHO, uTO naHHbIM Chesed MpoekT KOOpAMHAIBHO
OTJIHYAJICS OT APYTHX 33JaHMH U 3aTPOHYJ UX N0
rny6unsl gymy. CTyaeHTs! GbUIH BO3HATPAXKIEHE!
HE TONBKO YIBIOKOH WK “‘criacufo,” kKak 3aMeTHIa
yuenuna Adina Feinberg, Ho ‘“‘c uyBcTBOM
3aKOHYCHHOCTH M 3aBEPIIEHHOCTH.” JTH MOJIOJBIE
ACBYIIKA MCIIOIHHU/IM aKT TIOOBH B JOOPOTHI s
IyUIH, ¥ TIOMHS ¥ 3a00TICh, OHH YAOCTOMIN YECTH U
BO3BBICH/IM HE TOJBKO IYIIH YMEPLIMX, HO TAKKE
CBOH COOCTBEHHBIC AYIIH.

IMoxkanyiiTa moaAepIKHTE HALLY 0OYeHb BAKHYEO
MHCCHIO TIOChLIAast MOKEPTBOBAHHS YXKe CErogHs,
HCNOJ/Ib3Ys NPHJI0XKEHHbIH KOHBEPT HJIH
nossonute Amy Koplow uto6b1 y3uath Gonbiie
uHpopmaunu. Haw Tesedon (212) 239-1662.
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Chesed Shel Emes — How You Can Help

e Place HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of shiva
or in your home, school or local kosher restaurant.

e Celebrate a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $10 and can include a
personalized message.

e Enroll a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The
generous child who shares his/her simcha in this
way receives a framed certificate.

e Organize a fundraising event in your community.

» Donate your property, used vehicle or boat to
HFBA.

* Double the dollar value of your contribution
through your employer’s Matching Gift Program.

* Establish an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Charitable Trust Plan.

e Remember HFBA in your will with a bequest.

e A donation sent with the enclosed card will
ensure that HFBA will send out a Yahrzeit.

We are pleased to announce that the
following names have been added to
our Leave Your Mark Donor Plaque
in the Weinberg Chapel at Mount
Richmond Cemetery:

Mr. Jerome Berko
Dr. Egon and Rhonda Brenner

Mrs. Marilyn Butler —
Marilyn and Marshall Butler Foundation

Paul H. Cohen and Louise Derzansky
Joe and Miriam Gelb

Mr. Raymond Gindr — ERG Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Illman

Mr. Ernest Kahn

Ms. Barbara Heyman Lorber

Alan and Phylis Newman

Leonard and Irving Schlussel —
Jack Shelly Foundation

Ms. Beatrice Singer
Mr. Jay H. Ziffer

reminder letter. An additional call to our office
can arrange for kaddish to be said for the eleven
month mourning period.

e “Leave Your Mark” by sponsoring a grave marker
for an unmarked grave for $150 and you will
receive a framed certificate. Sponsor four markers
and a plaque with your name will be added to
our roster at the Weinberg Chapel at Mt. Richmond
Cemetery. ‘

e Establish a Perpetual Yabrzeit Kaddish for your ‘
loved one for a $150 donation. i

e Sponsor Perpetual Grave Care for an indigent’s
grave for $500.

e Help out today by sending a donation in the
enclosed envelope.

For more information, please call Amy Koplow at
our office (212) 239-1662.

HBFA Long Beach Breakfast
Honors Leonard and
Lorraine Kunin

n Sunday, November 3, 2002, friends and

family of Leonard and Lorraine Kunin
gathered to honor them at the annual Parshat
Chayei Sarab Breakfast in Long Beach, N.Y.,
where they received the Chesed Shel Emes Award.
An overflow crowd attended this most successful
event at which Rabbi Wakslak, of the Young
Israel of Long Beach, and Jeffrey Kunin spoke
about the honorees many accomplishments as
gomlai chesed (those who devote themselves
to chesed). The speakers also emphasized the
importance, and unique character, of the HFBA’s
work, chesed shel emes.

(1. to r.) Lorraine Kunin,
Leonard Kunin, Rabbi Chaim Wakslak,
HFBA President Bjorn Bamberger




