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HEBA Mission

Statement

| The Hebrew Free Burial

| Association devotes its

| resources to performing chesed
- shel emet (the ultimate act of

' loving kindness). It is the only
' agency in the New York City
metropolitan area dedicated
to assuring that every Jew,
regardless of financial means
or religious affiliation, receives
a dignified, traditional Jewish
funeral and burial.
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Suddenly, little Devora flew
through the air. Thrown
from a train headed for
Auschwitz, she was found and
rescued by righteous gentiles
who raised her with care and
an awareness of her Jewish
heritage. Later, while working
in a Hungarian hospital after
the war, Devora met her
husband, Tuvia B., and, in
the 1960’s, immigrated to the
United States. Over the years
they had five children, spent
time living in Israel and
returned to the United States.
Financial difficulties, misfor-

tune and illness haunted them.

Devora developed multiple
sclerosis, one child was killed
in a car accident and the
others scattered, estranged
from their parents.

Mr. B., destitute but devoted
to his wife, had the foresight

to make his own funeral
arrangements with HFBA,
certain he would pre-decease
his wife. However, fate inter-
vened and when Mrs. B.
recently died, Mr. B. again
contacted HFBA. Reflecting
Mr. B.’s devotion, we made
funeral and burial arrange-
ments, laying to rest the little
girl once bound for Auschwitz.

Many of HFBA'’s clients are
Holocaust survivors who end
their lives destitute or alone. A
grave marker ensures that their
names will be remembered,
unlike their relatives whose
remains are ashes. Through
HFBA’s “Leave Your Mark”
program, you can donate $150
for such a grave stone. Please
call the HFBA office (212-239-
1662) for more information.

* Names have been changed to
protect the privacy of our clients.

As always, we welcome your comments. Please write to us at: 224 W. 35th St., Room 300, New York, NY 10001,
call (212) 239-1662 or send us email at our new email address: info@hebrewfreeburial.org




In App;eci;ttion

FBA offers thanks and appreciation to its outgoing president, Mr. Bjorn Bamberger. Over
che past three years, Mr. Bamberger’s efforts and hard work have contributed to making
HFBA a more active, efficient organization. Despite many other obligations, Mr. Bamberger
| devoted himself wholeheartedly, and without expectation of honor or reward, to the growing
needs of the Jewish community, whose impoverished members deserve and receive a dignified

Jewish burial. His commitment to chesed is an example to all.

Message from our President

\ x /e are approaching Passover, the season

of our redemption, and the beginning of
our history as a unified people. When the Jews
left Egypt, they became a nation, responsible
to the laws of the Torah and to each other.

For more than a century, the Hebrew Free
Burial has been a quiet and powerful force in
maintaining our contract with other Jews. No
Jew goes to his or her final resting place
without a proper burial. There are no clauses
in this contract as HFBA has faithfully provided
burials for nearly 60,000 Jewish souls without
regard to their income or personal circum-
stance.

The challenges before the Hebrew Free Burial
Association are the same as those at the organi-
zation’s inception: to assure that no Jew dies
without a proper Jewish burial. Yet, over time,

our contract has expanded to include two
cemeteries, Silver Lake and Mt. Richmond, in
Staten Island, N.Y. Both cemeteries must be
properly maintained to ensure the dignity of
those departed souls and the memories of their
families who come to mourn for them.

We are about to embark on an ambitious
Capital Campaign that requires a significant
investment on the part of the Hebrew Free
Burial and the metropolitan New York Jewish
community. I ask you to continue and, if
possible, increase your support of our work
during this season of Passover and throughout
the coming year.

Wishing you a wonderful and meaningful

Passover.
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HFBA Board of Directors Installed

O n December 17, 2003, a new Board of Directors assumed the leadership of HFBA.
Fred Sugarman of Riverdale became our new president. The other officers are-

Vice Presidents:
Andrew Feinman (Manhattan, East Side)
Stanley Kaplan (West Orange, N.J.)
Jack Weiss (Manhattan, Upper West Side)
Secretary:
Ethel Goldberg (Long Beach)
Assistant Secretary:
William Kantrowitz (Long Beach)

Treasurer:
Fred Kornreich (Manhattan, East Side)
Board Directors:
Brian Alter (Teaneck), Bjorn Bamberger
(Long Beach), Rabbi Moshe Gottesman
(Oceanside), Jack M. Gross (Manhattan.,
Upper West Side), Andrea Harris (Riverdale),
Howard Millendorf (Riverdale), Irving
Waxman (West Hempstead)
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As fate would have it, this
“shidduch”
a sign from above.
During a perusal of some of
HFBA'’s old records, Avi came
across paperwork about
Abraham Olitzky, a baby buried
in 1905. The family believes that
this is the child after whom Avi’s
grandfather was named.

proved to be a good
(match), with

Donate Your Car to HFBA

Perform the greatest mitzvah
by providing burial for

indigent Jews. Receive an
IRS tax deduction as

allowable by law. HFBA
will arrange pickup
of your car. To par-
ticipate in this mitz-
vah please contact us at (212) 239-1662

\ accepts Cre
(212) 239-1662
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+ HFBA’s Rabbmlc Intern

Avi’s background includes a childhood grow-
ing up in South Brunswick, N J., learning about
Judaism from his father, a Reform rabbi. He
completed the joint Columbia College/JTS
program with degrees in Sociology and
Talmud and Rabbinics. His past experience
working with children and teenagers will be
put to good use as he develops an outreach
program for HFBA aimed at these groups.

Avi intends to target youth from schools,
synagogues, USY, NCSY and NIFTY to height-
en their awareness of tzedakah (charity) and
chesed (acts of loving kindness). He hopes

to inspire them to include HFBA in their first
philanthropic efforts and to encourage them
to give time helping out at the HFBA
cemeteries, cleaning and clearing debris.

Surprised by how busy the HFBA office is,

Avi realized that each phone call represented

a call for help. He began to recognize the
huge need of the Jewish community in matters
regarding death. He finds his exposure to
HFBA “humbling” and believes that HFBA’s
work is especially important since it “saves
people from anonymity—if they were forgotten
in life, they will not be forgotten in death.”
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edit card donations over the phone. Please call us at
to make a donation.




The Russian Digest, translated summaries of the
articles appearing in this issue of Chesed, appears below.

PYCCKUN JAUAZKECT

Jena No6porel

Heoxwunanso manenskas J{e6opa b.
OKasaJiach JIeTamen 1o Bo3mayxy. Ilocne
TOT0 Kak OHa Obl1a cOpolieHa ¢ moesna,
uaymero B Aymswu, [Je6opy cnacia u
BOCIHTaNa 10OpOIOpsoYHAs HeeBpeHcKast
CeMBsl. DTH e JIIOIH PacCKa3ajlu e o ee
€BpEMCKOM IPOUCXOXKIAeHUH. [103xe
Hebopa BeIIIIA 3aMYX H POJHIA IATEPHIX
Jgered. Jletu He ObUTH OIH3KH C
ponutersivu. Jlebopa 3aboena
MHOJXECTBEHHBIM CKIIepo3oM. Ee
MIPEaHHBIN, HO HE UMEIOIHH HUKAKHX
cpencts Myx obparuiics B HFBA, 9T0o6EI
110xopoHHuTH Jebopy. OH Takke ocTaBun
HFBA pacnopspkeHus Ha CITydaii ero
COOCTBEHHON KOHYHHEL.

ITomomr or HFBA

Henasro B HFBA mocTymmI 3BOHOK ¢
IIPOCBOOH NOXOPOHUTH €BpES — OBIBILIETO
3akmogeHHoro. Ou ymep ot CITH]Ia.
HeGomnpImoe paccienoBanie BEISBUIO, YTO
ero 6par-61m3Hel ObUT paHbIe IIOXOPOHEH
Ha ropoackoM kianbuine. B 6y mymem
HFBA sxcryMupyer ero ocTaskd U
MEPe3ax0pPOHHAT UX PSIOOM ¢ OpaToM.

Pura K. 65112 3aMyskeM [eBSATh pa3!
[Tone3ysck Tem, 4TO OHA cOOHMpanach
NPHHATH Ty WIHA HHYIO peuruio, Pura
obpaianack 3a MaTepHATBbHOM IOMOIIBIO B
6IaroTBOpHTENBHEIE OOLIECTBA,
JNEUCTBYIOIIUE B pAMKaX 3THX PEJIUTH.
Henasno HFBA noxoporuia Pury. ITepen
ITOXOPOHAMH MEI IIPOBEJIH PACCIIE[0BAHNE
1 yOenumuce, 9ro Pura K. 6buia eBpeiikoit.

Bei6oper HoBoro Cosera [lupexTopos

MEI BBICOKO OLleHHBaeM U 61arogapum
HAIEero yXOSIIero npesuienta Bjom
Bamberger 3a ero orpoMHyto paGoTy B
TeYeHHE Tpex JieT Ha b6iiaro HFBA. Fred
Sugarman, HoBbI# pesunenT Cosera,
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HanpaBut ycuiusa Cosera JJupexTopoB Ha
KaMIIaHHIO 0 cO0py CpeicTB OT HMEHHU
MaJlonMyInux espees. I'-H Sugarman
npocut HFBA u o6muHy npoaomkarb
OKa3bIBaTh M YCHJIHBATH (PHHAHCOBYIO
HOJUIEPXKKY, TaKk KaK He0OX0IUMOCTE B
HaIlIel TOMOIIM BO3pacTaeT, W Kiianbuina
TpeOyIoT 6oJiee TIATENHHOTO YX0a.

HoBgelii paBBHH-CTaMXED

Avi Olitzky, crynent Espetickoi
TEOJIOTMYECKOH CEMUHAPUH, IPOBOIUT
obpasoBarenbHyI0 paboTy cpeiy AeTel U
noapocTkoB oT uMenu HFBA. On
noorpsieT ux BKIo9uTs HFBA B chepy ux
6I1arOTBOPUTENBHOM NEITENEHOCTH U
[IOMOTaTh IPUBOAUTE B MOPSIOK HALIH
Knanouma. Avi 65UT TOpaXKeH TeM, KaKyko
Oonbryro paboty npoaensisaeT HFBA,
YTO KaXABIA Tesie) OHHBIH 3BOHOK — 3TO
KpHK 0 nmomouu. Ero Bneuatiesue — ToT,
KTO, BO3MOXKHO, ,,0bLT 320EIT B )XU3HU, HE
Oyzet 3a0bIT B cMepTH .

HurepecHoe coBmanenue: Avi CYMTAET, 9TO
OJIMH W3 HAHJEHHBIX UM CTAPHHHBIX
noxymenToB HFBA XpaHHWT 3amuch 0
noxoponax peberka B 1905 r., umeneM
KOTOporo O5LT Ha3BaH €ero, Avi,
COOCTBEHHBIH HeaymKa!

Ham Hy:KHBI BOJIOHTEPSLI

MEI npuriamaeM rpyInsl ¥ OTAEIBHbBIX
MpECTaBUTENEH OOIITMHEI TOCETUTE 00a
Hamux knagbuma B Staten Island u
IIOMOYE B yOOpKe 3THX Kiamowum. Ecnn
BrI XoTUTE GBITH BOJIOHTEPAMH,
no3sonute Amy Koplow B odhuc HFBA
no tenedony (212) 239-1662.

Ham numyT

ITncema, mooOHEIE TEM, KOTOPBIE

[IPHBENEHBI HUXE, HATOMUHAIOT HaM, YTO

y KaXJI0T0 9€JI0BEKA ECTh UCTOPHS XKU3HH,
JlaXKe ECIIM KOHEL €€ — IIeYalb U OAMHOYECTBO.
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PYCCKUU JAUAZKECT

,» Clacu60 Bam 6opm1o0e 3a T0, 9To Bei
noxopoHunu @. 5 3Haro, YTO OH CYACTIIMB,
YTO IIOKOUTCS PSIOM CO CBOUMU
pomutensamu. OH GBUI OYEHB OJIU30K C
HuME. Cacu6o, YTO yTEIIHIH MEHs... Y
Bac ouens ycrmokxamBaromui rojioc.
Uckpenne, H. T'.”’

,» Moe cep/iie IepenoIHEHO
61aroJapHOCTRIO 32 TO, 9TO BEI He
3a0bIBAETE YXAKUABATh 32 MOTHIION
MOETO CHIHA... (XOTs) TOpe HUKOT1a
He orcTymaeT. OH OBLT TAKMM
0COOEHHEIM CHIHOM H IPYTOM.
[Moxanyiicra, IPUMHATE 3TOT

HeOOJBIIOH B3HOC B 3HAK
6narogapHOCTH Bam 1 B mamsts o
HeM. Hckpenne Baina, M-c C.M.”’

,» 1 9yBCTBYIO cebst 00SI3aHHBIM
ckasaTh Bam cmacu6o 3a
BO3MOXXHOCTH YJaCTBOBATh B
mporpamme ,,OcTaBb CBOH 3HaK’’, U
3a TO, YTO BBI IPHHSIIN MOH MaJbIi
JIap. DTO MPeKPaCcHBIA 3aMBICEIL, TaK
KakK OH II03BOJISET AAXKE JIFOISIM C
BEChbMa CKPOMHBIM JIOCTaTKOM HJIH

Upon request, a
copy of our annual
report may be
obtained from
our office,
224 W. 35th St.,
Room 300, New
York, NY 10001
or from the
Attorney General,
Charities Bureau,
120 Broadway,

Chesed Shel Emet — How You Can Help

¢ HFBA tzedakah boxes in a house of
shiva or in your home, school or local
kosher restaurant.

° te a simcha or commemorate a loss
with HFBA cards. Cards cost $10 and can
include a personalized message.

a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah
Circle” by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your
guests. The generous child who shares
his/her simcha in this way receives a framed
certificate.

* Donate your property, used vehicle or boat
to HFBA.

» Establish an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or
Chantable Trust Plan. In addition to the
guaranteed income and tax benefits, these
plans ensure that HFBA’s promise of a
Jewish burial to future generations of indi-
gent Jews will be fulfilled.

e Help out today by senc

New York, NY ’
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YYaCTHUKAMH CTOJIb 3HAYUMOI0 : ”
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» Remember HFBA in your will with a

bequest.

A donation sent with the appropriate infor-
mation will ensure that HFBA will send out
a Yabrzeit reminder letter. An additional call
to our office can arrange for kaddish to be
said for the eleven month mourning period.
“Leave Your Mark” by sponsoring a grave
marker for an unmarked grave for $150 and
you will receive a framed certificate. Sponsor
four markers and a plaque with your name

.will be added to our roster at the Weinberg
~ Chapel at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.
» Establish a Perpetual Yabrzeit Kaddish

for your loved one for a $150 donation.

» Sponsor Perpetual Grave Care for an

indigent’s grave for $500
12 a donation in
the enclosed e nulnw

Double Your Donation to HFBA Through

Your Company’s Matching Gift Program

ou can double or even triple the dollar value of your gift to HFBA if you work for a com-
pany with a Matching Gift Program. It's easy—simply obtain a form from your company’s
Matching Gift Coordinator, fill it out, and send it along with your gift to us. Thank you!
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