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Help Us Meet a $250,000 Challenge Grant!

Dear Friends and Supporters of HFBA,

An anonymous foundation has stepped forward to offer Hebrew Free Burial
Association $250,000 - if we can raise $500,000 by December 1st, 2015.

In 2014, we made burial arrangements for 384 indigent Jews. The number of burials has risen
substantially every year since 2008. As the need grows, we urgently need funds for burials, community
outreach and rabbinic services. This challenge grant will help us lay to rest our most impoverished
brethren with dignity.

To meet this challenge:
» We must raise $500,000 by December 1st
« Most of the contributions must be $5,000 or more.
« You can make a two year pledge of $10,000 or more, provided it is fully paid by December 1, 2016.
« A portion of our smaller contributions - which are so greatly valued! - will also count toward

the challenge.

If you are able, please consider making a gift this year of $5,000 or more. Your contribution will help
HFBA reach its $500,000 goal.

[ urge you to participate in this exciting challenge opportunity. You are a valued partner in fulfilling
HFBA's mission of chesed shel emet.

We appreciate and thank you for your ongoing support.

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the only
agency in the NY metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a dignified,
traditional Jewish funeral and burial.

Amy Koplow

AL

Executive Director




HFBA Acknowledges
With Much Gratitude
For Their 2014 Gifts:

The David Berg Foundation ($100,000 grant)

Since 2000, the David Berg Foundation has continued
its namesake’s philanthropic legacy in Israel, Europe
and the United States through the support of non-profit
organizations involved in a variety of causes such as
help for the indigent and elderly and victims of domestic
and elder abuse. The Foundation is also involved in

the restoration and preservation of synagogues and
other Jewish heritage sites, combating anti-Semitism
and assisting underserved and impoverished Jewish
communities. This generous grant is allocated for
the Silver Lake Cemetery Restoration Project.

The Margaret and Leo Meyer and
Hans M. Hirsch Foundation ($100,000 grant)

Margaret Meyer (née Hirsch), her husband Leo Meyer
and her brother Hans M. Hirsch established their
Foundation to support the State of Israel and to benefit
the needy within the Jewish community. This generous
grant is allocated for the establishment of the

new Margaret and Leo Meyer and Hans M. Hirsch
Tahara Facility at Mount Richmond Cemetery. The
Foundation’s president wrote that they are “grateful for
the opportunity to assist HFBA in establishing the tahara
(ritual cleansing) facility, and is thankful for the work the
HFBA does for the Jewish community.”

The Estate of Sara Cohen ($25,000 bequest)

The five Cohen siblings, to whom Judaism was extremely
important, lived with their parents in Brooklyn,
supported by their father, a blacksmith. Ruven, one

of the brothers, who had a trucking company, left his
assets upon his death to his sister Sara who had been a
bookkeeper. None of the siblings married and so when
Sara died last year at the age of 100, the family line
came to an end. The executor of the estate told HFBA's
Executive Director Amy Koplow that the Cohens were
very charitable, humble people and that “knowing them
brought joy to (his) life.”

Generous donations such as these allow us to
continue our sacred mission of caring for the
Jewish poor and according them the full dignity
of a Jewish funeral and burial.
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HFBA
Helps

Laura K. befriended Sam W,, a nursing home resident,
who was blind and wheelchair bound. Over the years
she learned that he was Jewish, had lived in the
residence for many years and was a WW II veteran
who had parachuted from planes on special missions.
He received a small pension from the Veteran’s
Administration but had no other sources of income and
no family. When a mass was detected in Sam’s kidney,
he refused surgery and died some months later of renal
disease at the age of 92. Although he was not religious,
he was very proud of his Jewish heritage and often said
that when the Messiah comes he would be able to walk
again. Laura and her sons attended her friend Sam’s
funeral at HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery. An

Army Honor Guard was also present.

Abe N. died in his apartment at the age of 81 years
but his body remained unidentified at the New York
Medical Examiner’s Office for two months. A staff
member in that office managed to track his identity
through a railroad discount card for former employees
which led to a definite identification through his dental
records. Although no documents were recovered

from his apartment, an HFBA staff member found on
Ancestry.com the name of his mother and records
indicating that in 1940, when he was eight, he had
lived with his mother and grandmother on Manhattan’s
Upper East Side. Sadly, there appears to have been no
other window into Abe’s life. He had lived alone for
many years, and died alone, forgotten except by HFBA
which provided a dignified funeral and burial.

Irina K. was buried by HFBA in 2012 when her

son Vladimir was in prison for violating an order of
protection she had taken out against him. At the time,
HFBA worked with the prison chaplain to get Vladimir
to authorize his mother’s burial by HFBA. Several
months ago, Vladimir’s second cousin informed us of
Vladimir’s death. He was 52 and had been a chronic
alcoholic. It seems that Vladimir had immigrated to
the United States from Minsk with his parents in 1979
and his father worked in jewelry repair. Vladimir,

too, worked in the jewelry business and also for a car
service before the family fell on hard times after the
father’s death. HFBA buried Vladimir with his cousin
attending the funeral.

Names changed to protect confidentiality.



Hannah Wittenstein and
HFBA'’s Bar/ Bat Mitzvah Circle

In 2011, Lois Wittenstein from Marietta, Georgia e-mailed HFBA looking for
information about her great-grandmother, Kate Friedman, who she suspected
had been buried in Silver Lake Cemetery. We searched our records and found
that Mrs. Friedman had indeed been buried there in 1905.

On September 5, 2014, Mrs. Wittenstein reached out to us again. She wrote,

“I wanted to let you know that my daughter Hannah will be having her Bat

Mitzvah in December this year and she would like to donate a portion of her gift

money to the Hebrew Free Burial Association as one of her Mitzvah Projects,

thus becoming a member of your Bar/Bat Mitzvah Circle. In addition, we would
like to include information about your organization to our guests so that they too can donate.”

For years, HFBA has been sponsoring a Bar/Bat Mitzvah Circle in which a
young person, at the cusp of Jewish legal adulthood, commemorates this
important rite of passage by giving and collecting tzedakah for HFBA,
participating in the great mitzvah of chesed shel emet, burying the Jewish
poor. Generally, a portion of the gifts will be earmarked for HFBA or guests
will be asked to contribute independently. It is hoped that after this initial
contact with HFBA, donors will join us as volunteers at the cemetery as well
as become consistent supporters.

HFBA provided cards to include with Hannah’s invitation and, as a result, we received
dozens of donations in Hannah’s honor.

Hannah said, “I chose HFBA as my Mitzvah Project because I liked the idea of a connection
with the cemetery where my great-great-grandmother is buried. I also think that what
they do to help the Jewish community is really important.” She and her mother are looking
forward to visiting their ancestor’s grave when they come to New York.

[t is a special young boy or girl who chooses to share her celebration in this way. We are
grateful to Hannah Wittenstein and to all those who have joined our Bar/Bat Mitzvah Circle.

For more information on how you and your child can be part of the Circle, please e-mail
Andrew Parver at the HFBA office, aparver@hebrewfreeburial.org.

Visit and help us clean and clear debris.

Save the Date! Spring 2015 Community
Chesed Day at Silver Lake Cemetery

926 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY
Sunday, April 26, 2015 - 10am-12pm
Participate in the mitzvah of chesed shel emet and join us to clean and

clear winter debris from the cemetery grounds. For more information,
please call Andrew Parver at the HFBA office (212) 239-1662.

Weather permitting. The most up to date information will be posted at
www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial




Staten Island Community
Breakfast Honors HFBA's
Rabbi Shmuel Plafker

On December 28, 2014, a crowd of 200 people came
together at the Young Israel of Staten Island to recognize
the efforts and accomplishments of Rabbi Shmuel
Plafker, the Mount Richmond Cemetery chaplain, who
has served HFBA for 25 years. Guest speaker Rabbi
Mordecai Becher spoke informatively and poignantly
about the mitzvah of chesed shel emet.

Left to Right: Scott Diamond, Breakfast chair; Andrew Feinman,
Charles Greinsky, HFBA Board members; Amy Koplow, Executive
Director, Rabbi Shmuel Plafker, HFBA chaplain and honoree;
Rabbi Mordechai Becher, guest speaker; Paul H. Nagelberg,
HFBA Board president; and Robbie Marcus, HFBA Vice President.

Rabbi Shmuel Plafker, a Brooklyn resident, Brooklyn
College graduate and musmach (ordained) of Yeshiva
Rabbi Jacob Joseph, came to Hebrew Free Burial
Association in 1989, after having worked in private
industry. He realized that his strengths were best used
in in serving the Jewish community and joined HFBA
as the cemetery chaplain, often officiating at burials six
days a week. Rabbi Plafker also helps families when
they come to the cemetery to visit the graves of relatives,
frequently being called upon to research HFBA archival
records and verify unmarked graves.

[t is estimated that in his 25 years of service, Rabbi
Plafker has performed more than 7500 burials. Because
of his compassion, sensitivity, and understanding, he
has earned the thanks and respect from all whose lives
he has touched.

HFBA is tremendously grateful to Rabbi Plafker for
his indelible, compassionate impact on the families and
friends of the deceased that HFBA serves.

G Wy

We invite you to visit our new website
www.hebrewfreeburial.org

Our newly designed website
gives a clear picture of HFBA's
history and mission, how we
help and how you can help us
and participate in the mitzvah
of chesed shel emet, ensuring
a Jewish burial for New York
City’s impoverished Jews.

Attractive photos, graphics

and videos make this website

easy to navigate as a tool to learn about our
unique organization.

Mount Richmond Cemetery

Hours of Operation:

Passover

Friday, April 3 9AM - 1PM SHARP
Sunday, April 5 CLOSED
Thursday, April 9 9AM - 1PM SHARP
Friday, April 10 CLOSED
Shavuot

Sunday, May 24 CLOSED
Monday, May 25 CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on the last day of these holidays:
Saturday, April 11 and on Monday, May 25.

PacnncaHune pa6orbi
Knapgo6uwa Mt. Richmond

NMECAX

[IaTHULa, 3 anpess 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM cTtporo

BockpeceHnbe, 5 anpesst 3AKPBITO
YeTsepr, 9 anpessa 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM cTporo
[IaTHuna, 10 anpesa 3AKPLITO

[TomuHanbpHasg mosiTBa U3KOP ynTaeTcs B mocjie JHUM
JleHb Npa3/IHUKa, cy660Ty 11 anpess

LWABYOT

BockpeceHbe, 24 mas
[loHemenbHUK, 25 Mad

3AKPBITO
3AKPBITO

[lomuuanbHasg moauTBa U3KOP ynTaeTca B mociegHUA
JleHb Mpa3/IHUKa, NOHeJeJbHUK 25 Mas
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A” >[< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

LWaHc Bbiurpatb rpanT ana HFBA

B AHBape ofunH 13 6narotBopuTesibHbIX GOHLOB BblOpan Hac AnA
BO3MOXHOCTW NONYyYEeHNA NPU30BOro rpaHTa B 250 TbiC. ONNAPOB.
Ecnn o nepeoro gekabpa 2015 r. EBpelickoe bnarotBopuTenbHoe
MoxopoHHOe Bopo cmoxeT cobpaTb 500 TbiC. ONNAPOB, MPUUYEM
Kaxbll B3HOC 6yaeT He MeHblue $5000, Mbl nofyyym 3T 250 Tbicay
[onnapos.

Ecnm mbl cmoXKeM NoAyunTb 3TOT FPaHT, OH YPe3BbIYANHO NOMOXET
Ham. B 2014 roagy mbl opraHunsosanu 384 norpebeHus Hawwwmx 6paTbes-
eBpeeB — HaMHOro 6osblue Mo cpaBHEHMIO C NpeablayLwmm, 2013-m
rofioM, B KOTOPOM 6bIN10 opraHn3oBaHo 339 norpebeHua. Nostomy
NPY30BOW MPaHT Tak BaXeH, BeZlb OH MO3BOJINT HAaM NPOJOSIXKaTb
OKasblBaTb HaLUW YCAYrY TeM, KTO B HUX Hy»KaaeTcA. Mbl npocum Tex
13 BaC, KTO B COCTOAHUM JaTb HE MeHbLUe MATY TbICAY JOIapoB,
cAenatb 3To UMeHHo B 2015 rogy, utobbl HFBA cmorno BbinonHuThL
yCnoBue rpaHTa.

bap-muuBbl n 6aT-muuBbl ans HFBA

B TeueHne mHorux net HFBA noppaepxuBaet «kny6» coctoAwmii
13 MasnibuMKOB 1 IeBOYEK Ha Nopore HaCcTynatoLero no eBpenckon
Tpaauuum coepLieHHoneTrA. FOHOLWMW 1 AeBYLIKN OTMeYatoT CBOO
6ap-MuLBY nnn 6aT-M1LBY TEM, UTO COBMPALOT LieAaky 1 nepeaaioT
3Tn peHbru B HFBA. Momoras B fiene norpebeHnsa ymepLumx
eBpencKnx 6eAHAKOB, OHY YYaCTBYIOT B CMOIHEHWM BbICOKO MULIBbI
MUNOCEPAMNA K YCOMLLNM.

B 2011 rogy Ham Hanucana Jlync ButteHcraliH 13 ropoga
MapwuaTTa B WwWraTe Ikopaxus. OHa pasbickmBana nHbopmaLmio o
cBoell npababke, Kant ®puamaH, nonaras, Yto Ta NOXOPOHEHa Ha
npuHagnexatwem HFBA knapbuwe Cunbsep Jleink. Mbl npocmoTtpenn
HaLUW apX1Bbl N AENCTBUTENbHO OBHaPYXMW, 4To r-xa Opuaman
6bina norpebeHa Tam B 1905 rogy.

B okTA6pe 2014 roga r-a BuTTeHcTaliH CHOBa Hanvcana Ham:

«fl xoTena gaTb BaM 3HaTb, UTO 6aT-MULBA MOEW JoUepyn XaHHbI
COCTOUTCA B fEKAOPE, 1 UTO OHA XOUET OTAATb YacTb NMOJAPEHHDBIX el
neHer EBpelickomy bnarotsoputensHomy lNoxopoHHomy biopo. Takum
06pa3om oHa NPUCOeNHUTCA K BalLemy Kiy6y 6ap-muuB 1 6aT-MULB.
N ewé: mbl cobupaemca pasgatb nHpopmaumio 06 HFBA Hawmm
roCTAM, YTOObI OHU TOXE MOT/IN NOXKEPTBOBATL CPEACTBa AJ1A Ballel
opraHu3auumn». B oTBeT Ha NMMCbMO Hall oprC OTNPaBMI KAPTOUKM

C KpaTKom nHbopmaLmen, KoTopble Obifn pa3ociaHbl BMecTe ¢
npvrnaweHmamMmmn Ha 6at-mmuy. B pesynbraTe mMbl nonyunnm 4ecATkm
NOXepPTBOBaHUI, CAENAHHBIX B YeCTb XaHHbI.

Cama XaHHa cKkasana: «s Bblbpania 04HOIN 13 MULB NOXKEPTBOBAHME
ana HFBA, Tak Kak MHe NOHPaBMNOCh 3TUM Bblpa3nTb CBA3b C
Knagbuem, Ha KOTOPOM MOXOPOHeHa Mo npanpababyLika. MHe
TaKXe KaXKeTcA OYeHb BaXKHbIM TOT BUJ MOMOLLM, KOTOPbI 3Ta
OopraHu3aLmns oKasblBaeT EBPENCKON O6LNHE», XaHHa CO CBOEW
MaTepblo cobM1patoTCA BCKOPe NOCETUTb MOTY CBOVX NPeAKOB BO
Bpems Bu3uTa B Hoio-Mopk.

HFBA nomoraet

WMpuHa K* 6bina noxopoHeHa HFBA B 2012 roay, B TO BpeMs Kak
eé cblH Bnagmmunp Haxoamnca B TiopbMe 3a HapyLueHus cyaebHoro
peleHna o 3awuTe, KoTopoe VipnHa nonyynna NnpoTMe Hero. Haw
oduc cBA3anca C TIOPEMHbIM KanesinaHoM, YTo6bl AOBUTLCA OT
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Bnapgvmupa paspelueHnsa Ha norpebeHune. A HeCKonbKo MecALEeB
Ha3aj Bnagnmmp — XpoHUYEeCKUNin ankoronmnk — ymep B Bo3pacTte
52-x ner. Ero TpotopogHbliit 6paT, No-BUAMMOMY €NHCTBEHHbI
OCTaBLUNINCA POACTBEHHUK, MO3BOHM HaM, YTOObl OpraHM30BaTh
noxopoHbl Bnagumupa. Mo Hawwmm cBefeHnam Bnagumup nprexan
8 CLLUA co ceonmun pogutenamu B 1979 rogy n3 MuHcka. Ero oteyy
3apabaTbiBas MOYNHKOW IOBENVPHbIX U3Aenni. Bnagummp toxe
nopaboTan B loBeNIMPHOM Aene, 3aTem Obin TakcucTom. [Nocne cmeptu
oTua Bnagnmupa pna cembun HacTanu Taxénble BpemeHa. HFBA
OpraHy130Basio NOXOPOoHbI Bnagmmumpa, Ha KOTOpbIX NPUCYTCTBOBAN
€ro TPoPOAHbI 6paT.

MuTtep ®©* 6bin ycnewHbIM 6M3HECMEHOM, XeHaTbIM, C TpemA
aeTbmu. K coxkaneHmio y Hero passunach 3aBUCMMOCTb OT a3apTHbIX
Urp, N3-3a KOTOPOW OH NoTepsAn PaboTy, Pa3BENCA C KEHOMN 1 He
BWAENCA C AeTbMM NocnefHve ABa fecATKa NeT. [lutep nun, MHoro
Kypwi, a HeJaBHO CKOHYanca oT paka nérkmnx. HFBA pa3bickano
€ro CblHa, XMBYLLEro 3a NpeAenamm wrata Hoto-Mopk. OgHako
HW TOT, HW OCTaJIbHble JEeTY He 3aX0TeNIM UMETb HUKAKOoro fiena ¢
norpebeHnem otua. PaspelueHne Ha NOXopoHbl 6b110 nonyyeHo HFBA

oT 06LeCcTBEHHOro aagMuHMcTpaTopa Hbto-Mopka.
* UMeHa uameHeHbl

HFBA BbipakaeT orpomHylo 6narogapHocTb U NPU3HaTeNbHOCTb:

- ®oHay [aBnpaa bepra 3a rpaHT B $100 ThiC. Ha NPOEKT MO
BOCCTAHOBMEHMIO Knaabuwa Cunbeep Jlelik

- ®oHay MaprapeT 1 Jleo Xupuu 3a rpaHT B $100 TbiC. Ha cO3faHue
Taxapa — HOBOrO MoMeLleHNA AnsA pUTyanbHOro OMOBEHNA, KOTOpoe
Tenepb Ha3BaHO B UX YeCTb

- TpacTy cembu Capbl Ko3H 3a 3aBeLlaHHyo cymmy B $25 ThiC.

Smu u nodobHele UM ujedpbie NOXXepmMeo8aHUA NO3BOAM HAM
npodosxames Haule ceamoe 0eso 3abomel 0 espelickux 6eOHAKax, 0eso
obecneyeHus 0718 HUX 00CMOUHO20 NoepebeHUs Co2/1IaCHO espelicKum
mpaouyuam.

YecTBOBaHue r-Ha NMnadkKepa, rmaBHoro paBBuHa Knaaouiia
MayHT PuumoHp,
Ha exxerogHom 3aBTpake, NPUypoYeHHOM K HefleSIbHOM
rnaee Topbl «Baexu» n coctoasluemca 28 aekabpa 2014 roga,
npucyTcTBoBanmM 6onee ABYXcOT yenosek. OHM cobpanucb NOYTUTb
paBBuHa [nadkepa 3a ero orpomHyio paboty Ha knagbuie MayHT
PrumoHnp B TeueHue 25 net. Pa Lmyanb Mnadkep Hauan paboTaTb
B EBpeiickom bnarotBoputenbHom MoxopoHHOM Biopo B 1989 roay,
nocne paboTbl B YacTHOM 6r3Hece. PaBBuH Mnadkep 3auactyio
NpPoBOAUT NorpebeHmns WecTb AHEN B Hefenio, a Takxke nomoraet
pPOACTBEHHMKaAM YCOMNLIKX, KOrfAa Te HaBeLaT MOrubl 6namnsKkux. Mo
npunbnnsnTenbHbIM NoACYETaM paBBYH Mnadkep nposén 3a 3T rofbl
7500 noxopoH. OH 3acy»us orpomHyto 611arofapHoOCTb 1 yBaXkeHne
Tex, KTO C HUM CTanKmMBasCs, 3a ero yyactme, NoOHNMaHne 1 TaKT.
HFBA BblpaxaeT orpoMHyio Npu3HaTenbHOCTb paBBUHY Mnadkepy
3a TO TporaTesibHoe 1 He3abblBaeMoe yyacTre, NPOABIEHHOE UM
CeEMbAM 1 APY3bAM YCOMLINX, NOXOPOHeHHbIX HFBA.

Mol xxenaem acem, kKmo noddepxueaem HFBA,
3ame4yamesibHO20 U cHACM/IUB020 npa3zoHukKa lNecax u mupa
80 8Cém mupe!



Barber and Golowa Family
Sondra Cohen
Julius M. and Celia Cohn
Adrienne M. Driben
Linda Golden

. Kenneth and Harriet Goldman
. Lawrence and Frances Hellman
Herbert P. and Rhoda S. Jaslow

Paul J. Lebowitz

We are pleased to announce that the following names
have been added to our LEAVE YOUR MARK Donor Plaque in the
Weinberg Chapel at Mount Richmond Cemetery:

Alan and Jane Neustadter

Steven and Rachel Schwartzberg

Aaron Strassburger
Bob Wiener
Pantea Yazdian

Please consider adding your name by sponsoring four grave markers for unmarked graves for $600.

Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP

REMEMBER to include HFBA in
your will with a bequest.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift
Annuity or Charitable Trust Plan. In
addition to the guaranteed income
and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish
burial to future generations of
indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

CELEBRATE a simcha or
commemorate a loss with HFBA
cards. Cards cost $18 and can
include a personalized message.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an
annual Yahrzeit reminder for your
lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit
Kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

. ARRANGE for kaddish to be said
. for the eleven month mourning
. period following a death of a

. relative or friend for a donation
- of $360.

. DONATE unused graves. If the

. graves are not part of a burial

. society or family plotand are

. located in New York or New

. Jersey, please consider donating
. them to HFBA and receiving a

. tax deduction for your gift.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for
- an indigent’s grave for $600.

- ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our
. “Mitzvah Circle” by suggesting a

. gift to HFBA to your guests. The

. generous child who shares his/

. her simcha in this way receives a

© framed certificate.

. VOLUNTEER with your friends,
classmates, fellow group members,
. or family at our cemeteries as part
. of our Cemetery Clean-Up Project.

. GET INVOLVED as a professional
. with HFBA by donating your

. expertise and skills in an area

© that can help us.

4 )
We wish all HFBA supporters
a sweet, happy Pesach in a
peaceful world!

\. J

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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Anna Kleyman
Paul Lowenthal

Rabbi Henry Sheinkopf

Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has interred /
Norman Weisman

over 65,000 Jews in its two
cemeteries. HFBA is also
committed to retrieving the
identities of those interred
and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each un-
marked grave.
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