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RESTORATION OF HISTORIC SILVER LAKE CEMETERY:
Goats Clearing Foliage Nature’s Way

All through historic Silver Lake Cemetery overgrown vegetation has
crept across the gravesites, up trees, along the fences and on any and all
surfaces. As we work to restore Silver Lake Cemetery, this has been an
intractable problem. The vines and ivy are particularly hard to destroy
and the poison ivy is a hazard for visitors and maintenance personnel.

With approval from our rabbinic advisor and with generous funding
from The David Berg Foundation for this unique project, HFBA
contracted with Larry and Ann Cihanek who brought 22 goats to Silver
Lake Cemetery. This particular animal crew was experienced at clearing
overgrowth and invasive weeds from other cemeteries, parks, historic
estates and universities. The goats
arrived at a specific time in the growth
cycle of the plants, and spent a week
munching the wild greens, poison ivy
(harmless to goats), weeds and English
ivy, their diet supplemented only with
water. As they ate, forgotten graves appeared where they were previously obscured
by the foliage, and the area became clearer, cleaner and more hospitable to those who
visit or work in the cemetery.
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A Before and After v During the goats'residency at our

cemetery, Mrs.Leona Kern and her son
Bill, substantial partners with HFBA

in the Silver Lake Restoration Project,
visited the cemetery, met the goats
and dedicated a plaque in memory of
Mrs.Kern's father, Irving Klein.

SILVER LAKE CEMETERY
RESTORATION

1N LOVING MEMORY OF
IRVING KLEIN

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the only
agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a
dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



HFBA as Community Historical Resource

HFBA frequently receives letters asking for historical records and information or help locating a grave site.
Below are excerpts from two recent requests, edited for clarity:

My name is Rob Edelman, and I'm a
member of the Society for American
Baseball Research. I'm presently
researching an article on Hilda Chester,
the famous Brooklyn Dodgers fan of the
1940s-50s.

Hilda passed away in 1978, at the age of
81-- and I've just learned that she died at
St. John Episcopal Hospital in Queens and
is buried at Mount Richmond Cemetery,
which is run by your organization. Can
you tell me any additional information

about her? Are there any additional family

members that you know of, who either
are interred in the cemetery or who have
visited her grave over the years?

Any information you might have will be
greatly appreciated.

Rob Edelman

HFBA was able to provide the
following information: Ms. Chester
was, indeed, buried by HFBA in
Mount Richmond Cemetery, Section
15, Row 19, Grave 7. She was born
on September 1, 1897 and lived in
New York City her entire life. She
died on December 9, 1978 and was
buried on December 15, 1978. Our
records do not indicate whether she
left any survivors or whether or not
anyone attended her burial.

Her grave stone was sponsored by
an anonymous HFBA donor.

Young Leadership

2 | The Hebrew Free Burial Association | Chesed

My name is Kuniko Ashizawa, currently working as a research consultant
for the Japanese public broadcasting corporation, NHK, for their
documentary film program commemorating the 70th anniversary of

the end of WWILI. I am writing to request your possible assistance for
information about Johanna Angel who was born in Berlin in 1893 and
buried at Mount Richmond Cemetery in April 1985, presumably through
assistance by HFBA. We hope to make Mrs. Angel’s escape from Nazi-
occupied Germany to New York in 1941 one of the main features of the
documentary.

The film’s main focus is on a Japanese musician and orchestra conductor,
Hidemaro Konoye, who lived in Germany in the 1930’s and 40’s. Konoye
decided to help his Jewish colleagues flee Germany by using his privileged
connection with the Japanese embassy. The records we have indicate that
Mrs. Angel, whose last known address was in a senior retirement home in
Flushing, NY was one of the Jewish Germans who received Konoye’s help.

We have only limited information about Mrs. Angel. We discovered that
she was able to get on one of the last ships from Europe to the States,
arriving in New York in 1941. She had a brief marriage in the 1920’s to
Ernest Angel, a publisher/editor in Berlin and Vienna who also escaped to
New York, and later became a psychologist. It appears that Johanna had
no children, but we discovered that her younger sister’s grandchildren are
currently living in England.

I hope that there may be some information available at your institution,
such as the record of her circumstances before her passing, information
about her family and friends, and someone who may remember her.

Kuniko Ashizawa

According to our records, HFBA did, indeed, bury Mrs. Angel in E
Mount Richmond Cemetery. However, we were unable to provide any !
information other than a copy of Mrs. Angel’s burial application and |
a photograph of the stone marking her grave, donated anonymously |
by an HFBA supporter. E

Sadly, the paucity of information about our clients is not unusual,
and reflects their isolation and poverty at the times of their deaths.

On May 14, HFBA's Young Leadership Committee hosted a wine and
cheese fundraiser at a West Chelsea loft managed by the Pinetree
Group. Over 140 young adults spent the evening socializing while also
learning about, and supporting, HFBA.

A special thank you to committee members Abby Marcus and Scott
Kalmikoff who worked particularly hard to make this wonderful event
a success.



We asked Minna Seitelman - HFBA's
treasurer and a long time donor -
why she feels so connected to Hebrew
Free Burial Association. Here’s what
she told us.

For Minna, the story begins well
before she was born. Minna is a child
of Holocaust survivors who met in

a concentration camp during the
war. Her father, Charles Charmatz, was from Lithuania.
One of seven siblings, only he and a sister survived.
Minna’'s maternal grandmother had refused to leave Nazi
Germany, mistakenly believing that her husband’s heroic
service for Germany in World War [ would protect the
family. She was eventually deported with Minna’s mother,
Elsa Ikenberg.

Charles and Elsa married in Riga and immigrated to the
United States in 1948 with their young daughter, Minna.
The family settled on the Lower East Side of Manhattan

where Mr. Charmatz worked as a tailor to support his wife

and two children.

Being a child of survivors has influenced Minna'’s life in
many ways. She is dedicated to preserving Holocaust
history, to the “future of the Jewish people and a just

Minna Seitelman:Inspired to Help Others

society.” Her philanthropic efforts include the Museum

of Jewish Heritage, where she and her husband Mark are
overseers, the Folksbiene Yiddish Theater, UJA-Federation
of New York, the “Defiant Requiem” program benefitting
Holocaust survivors, Laniado Hospital in Netanya, Israel
and, of course, Hebrew Free Burial Association.

Minna’s concern for aging and impoverished survivors
— as well as her antipathy for cremation, so integral to
the death camps where so many members of her family
perished — make HFBA's mission particularly resonant.
Her husband, Mark, shares her commitment and serves
on the Board of Capitol Funeral Service of New York,
the independent not-for-profit funeral home that works
exclusively with HFBA.

Minna is “grateful to be able to share with others.”
Through her custom of contributing to HFBA in memory
or in honor of those whom she loves, Minna has
introduced the organization to dozens of her friends
and family.

We deeply appreciate Minna Seitelman’s continued
support and honor her guiding principles. She is an
inspiration to her three children, four grandchildren and
the rest of the Jewish community for her dedication to
tzedakah (charity) and chesed (lovingkindness).

e In the Mail

HFBA receives many letters from people who have had experience with our organization. Below is recent a example.

(O)ne of the hardest days of my life was the day I lost my best friend, my only sister, Kate.* When she passed away, my
mother and I had no idea where we would lay her to rest as she was 30 years old and had no plan. We were told by a
co-worker of hers about your wonderful organization. From the moment I contacted the HFBA office I knew that your
team was genuine and understood what I was going through and made this as easy for me as possible. When we got to the
cemetery, we met the wonderful Rabbi Plafker. He is a wonderful man and he is the most sincere man and understanding
person I have met in a long time. Six years later, unfortunately, my mom joined my sister in heaven. Once again I had the
opportunity to work with your organization and again have nothing but good things to say. I visit the cemetery at least
once a month. I make sure to pay a visit to the Rabbi and thank him every time.

1 just thought it would be nice to hear what a wonderful organization I feel you have and without you I don’t know where

my sister or my mother would have been laid to rest.

Thank you again from the bottom of my heart for being such a wonderful organization.

FT.

* Names have been changed and letters edited for clarity and to protect confidentiality.
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A” >[< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

BoccTraHoBneHune ncropnyeckoro kKnagéuuwa Cunoeep Jleik:
HOBellle MeToAbl pacuuCcTKN 3apocnen

OfHMM 13 CePbE3HBIX MPENATCTBUN K BOCCTAaHOBJIEHNIO
ncrtopuyeckoro knagouwa Cunoeep Jlelk ABAAIOTCA 3apociu,
KOTOpble MOKPbIBAOT MOTSIbl, CTBONbI fEPEBbEB, 3a60pbl U NtoOble
apyrue nosepxHocTn. OcobeHHO TPyAHO 60POTLCA C 0301 U
pasHbIMV BUAAMW MJTOLLA, @ AA0BMTAA PAa3HOBMAHOCTD ML
npenCcTaBnAeT yrpo3y 340POBbI0 Kak noceTuTenen, Tak n paboTHNKOB
Knagbuia.

YT106bI YHNUTOXKATb pacTuTesibHble 3apocsiv SGPEeKTUBHBIMU 1
COBpPEMEHHbIMM MeToAaMK, NPU 3TOM He HaHOCA yLepb oKpyatoLlen
cpepe, HFBA ncnonb3yeT K03 Ana pacuncTku Knagbuia ot
HeXXenaHHbIX pacTeHNin. Ko3sbl, 3a KOTOPbIMM NPUCMaTPUBAET I-H
Nappu CuxaHek, perynapHo NCnonb3yoTca AnA pacunCcTKM 3apocnen
N YHUUTOXEHMSA arpecCUBHbIX COPHAKOB Ha Knagouiiax, B napkax,

Ha TeppUTOPUY NCTOPUYECKNX NMAMATHUKOB 1 Ha YHUBEPCUTETCKUX
Kamnycax. VIx npnBo3AT BeCHOW, Korga pacTeHusa NpoxXoaaT
onpepenéHhyto dasy pa3suTrA. Kosbl NpoBOAAT 34ech OT ABYX [0
cemu AHel, MOMUMO AMETbI U3 JVKNX 3apOCie HYKAaACb TONbKO

B Boge. OHM nepexxEBbIBAOT 1 AQOBMUTbIN MIOLL, KOTOPbIV AN1A KO3
6e3BpefeH, N aHIMUNCKWIA NAOLW, 1 Apyriue COpHAKN. Mo mepe 3Toro
noefaHuA NPOCTYNatoT U3-MoA NNCTbEB paHee 3abbiTble MOTuSbI,
YUaCTKU CTaHOBATCA 6onee pacunLLeHHbIMY 1 YAOBHbIMYK ANA
nocetutenein n paboTHNKOB Knagouiya.

HFBA - NCTOYHMK NCTOPUYECKUX CBeAeHUIT ANA O6LNHDbI

B HFBA yacTo npuxogAat nucbma ¢ npocbbammn NpeaocTaBuTb
NCTOpUYECKMe 3anncu Nan okasaTb MNOMOLLb B MONCKAX 3aXOPOHEHNS.
BoT BblAepKKM U3 HEKOTOPbIX NUCEM:

«MeHs 30ByT Pob EfenbmaH, u s cOCToo B AMEpPUKaHCKOM
obuecTBe nccnenoBaHuii 6encbona. Cenyac A 3aHMMaOCh
OAHVM JOKYMeHTOM 0 Xunbfe Yectep, 3HaMEHUTOM B COPOBbIE U
nAatTuaecATble roabl 6onensblymLe KoMaHabl «bpyknuH Jopxepc.
Xunbga ckoHuanack B 1978 rogy, korga e 6bin 81 rog. A Tonbko
YTO Y3Han, YTo oHa ymepna B EnnckonanbHom 6onbHuLe
nMeHu cB. [IKoHa B KBMHCe 1 NoxopoHeHa Ha Knagbuile MayHT
PrnumoHg, KoTopoe HaxoguTca B BeAeHUN Balle opraHn3aunin.
He mornu 6bl Bbl NpefocTaBuTb AOMONHUTENbHbIE CBEAEHUSA O
Heln? ECTb 1 pOoACTBEHHUKU, MOXOPOHEHHbIE Ha 3TOM KNagbuue
nnu nocewasLune moruny Xunbfbl 3a 31 roabl? byay oueHb
npu3HaTeneH 3a nobylo nmetoLLyoca HGopmaLumio.

Po6 Spenbman»

HFBA cmo2nio npedocmasume ciedywlyio UHHOPMAYUIO: 2-Ka
Yecmep OelicmaumersnbHo 6bi1a noxopoHeHa Ha knadbuwe MayHm
PuumoH0, cekyua 15, pad 19, moausna nod Homepom cems. OHa podusiace
nepeozo ceHmsabpsa 1897 200a u 8cto XU3Hb Npoxusa e Heto-Mopke.
CkoH4Yanace 2-xa Yecmep 9 dekabps u b6bi1a noxopoHeHa 15 dekabpa
1978 200a. B Hawux 3anucax Ml He Hawiu ceedeHuli 06 0cMasuwuxca
pOOCMBEHHUKAX U/IU 0 mex, KMo NpUWEN Ha NOXOPOHbI. YcmAaHosKa
MO2UIbHO20 KaMHA 6bl/1a 0naIa4eHa aHOHUMHbIM dapumesiem.

HFBA nomoraer
+ Y oBonbHO ycnelHoro 6nsHecmeHa Mutepa O* 6oy xeHa
N Tpoe AeTei. K coxaneHnto y Hero passuiocb npuctpactue K

a3apTHbIM Mrpam, KOTOpOe Bbi3Basio NOTEPIo PabOoTbl, HEMNPUATHOCTH
C HaNIOroBbIM yNpaBNeHNeM, Pa3Bog C XeHol. [NTep He BUAencs co
CBOUMU [eTbMY NOCNeAH e fBa fecATKa feT. OH N, MHOTO Kypun 1
HeAaBHO yMep OT paka nérkux. HFBA pa3bicKano ero CbiHa, XMBYyLLero
3a npeaenamu Holo-Vlopka. Ho Hu cbiH, HU ocTanbHble aetn MuTepa
He noxenanu MeTb Kakoe-inbo OTHOLLEHME K MOXOPOHaM OTLa.
Pa3pelueHne Ha noxopoHbl 6bino nonyyeHo HFBA oT o6uectBeHHOro
agMuHncTpaTopa Hblo-Mopka.

- bappu P* ymep B BO3pacTe 62-x neT, 1 fBa MecALa CnycTa BCé
eLé He 6bl NOXOPOHEH U3-3a PUANYECKNX NpenaTcTBuin. B HFBA
MO3BOHW 06LLECTBEHHDbIN agMUHICTPaTop ropoaa Hbto-Mopka 1
coobwwmn, yto xeHa bappwn HaxoguTcA B 60NIbHULE C YMCTBEHHBIM
paccTporCTBOM, 1 YTO OHa MoAnucana u HoTapunbHO 3aBepuna
3anABMeHNe O TOM, YTO Y Heé HeT ieHer Ha MOXOPOHbI My»Ka. LLITaTHble
coTpyaHuKky HFBA y6eaunu xeHWwuHy aatb cornacue Ha norpebeHuve
My>Ka, He MPUHMManA Ha cebsa HMKaKmx GUHAHCOBbIX 06A3aTeNbCTB.
HFBA opraHn3oBasno noxopoHbl bappu, Ha KOTOPbIX NPUCYTCTBOBAN

MWHbAH U3 Hallnx ﬂ,O6pOBOJ’I bUEB.
* umeHa umeHeHs!

Ham nuwyTt

«OQHVM 13 TAXKENenLWnNX B MOEN »KN3HK Obin AeHb, Koraa A
noTepAn efUHCTBEHHYO cecTpy K., GbIBLLYIO MHe CambIM 6IM3KNM
Apyrom. Korga cectpa CKOHYanacb, MOA MaTb U A He UMeNV NMOHATUSA,
rae eé NoXopoHUTb, MOCKOJbKY cecTpe 6bino BCero TpuaLatb, 1y
Heé He OblNIo 3aBeLlaHnA C YKa3aHUAMM Ha 3TOT cYéT. E€ konnera
pacckasana o Balleln 3ameyaTtesibHoM opraHusaumm. Kak Tonbko
A cBAzanca c opricom HFBA, To NoHAN, UTO BalM COTPYAHUKN
BbICOKONPOdECCUOHANbHbI, YTO OHU NMOHUMAIOT NepeXxrBaHNA
6/IM3KMX YCOMLUUX 1 CTapatoTcA 06NerynTb UX No Mepe BO3MOXKHOCTMU.
Korga mbl npriexanu Ha Knagbwiue, To BcTpeTvnu r-Ha Mnadkepa,
Ballero paBBuHa. [-H Mnadkep — yaMBUTENbHbIN YeNOoBeK, Camblii
VNCKPEHHUIN 13 MOMX 3HAKOMbIX, KOTOPbIN NPOABAAET yANBUTENIbHOE
NOHVMaHWe Apyrux aogaen.

CnycTa WwecTb neT, yBbl MOA MaTb NociegoBana 3a cectpon. CHoBa A
CBA3aCA C Ballel opraHu3aLument, 1 BHOBb Y MEHA HET HUYEro Kpome
[o6pbix cfloB B Baw agpec. fl nocewato Knagouiie no MeHbluen mepe
pa3 B MecaAL, 1 Kaxbll pa3 Haselwalo r-Ha Mnadkepa n 6narogapto
ero. /1 A nogyman, uto Bam 6yaeT NPUATHO yCAbllWaTb NOXBany Ballemn
YAUBUTENbHOW opraHm3aumu. bes Bac A Obl He 3Han, rae XOPOHUTb
cecTpy 1 MaTb. Ewwé pa3 cnacnbo ot Bcero ceppuar.

O.T.

HFBA 6nazodapum cnedyujue 2pynnbi 006poeosibyes, komopoie
3moli eecHoli nomozanu Ha Knaobuuwe Cunveep Jlelik:

LLkony Xepuenb

LWkony ans ctaplwmx knaccos ®puiu

Lkony cTapumx knaccos ana gesouek nm. Ctennol K. Abpaxam

My»xunH koHrperauuy Oxeb LLianom (ropog Cayt OpaHax, Hbio-
Ixepcn)

M ocoban bnarogapHocTb BceM Ao6poBonbLam, NOTPYAVBLIMMCA
B l€Hb MUSTOCEPAMA K YCOMLWMM, KOTOPbI MPOBOAWICA B HalLen
00bLL1He 3TOV BECHOMN.
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__‘g " From the Director’s Desk:

Support HFBA ‘s $500,000 Challenge Grant with a Major Contribution

An anonymous donor is making it possible for Hebrew Free Burial Association to meet

GOAL | its mostimportant goals: ensuring free burials to the impoverished, providing emotional
"""""" $500,000 | support for survivors and maintaining our cemeteries with respect.
What is the donor asking of us in return?
The donor’s challenge is that we raise $500,000 in donations of $5,000 and greater by
December 1st. In return, the donor will contribute $250,000. While every gift is cherished
and most welcome, the donor wants us to increase both the total money we raise annually
CURRENTLY . . .
............................... and impact our revenue with larger gifts.
$261,319
As of this writing, we are half-way towards our goal! Your contribution can help ensure
MONEY that tter how i ished - is buried with digni d t
RAISED at every Jew - no matter how impoverished - is buried with dignity and respect.
SO FAR | Ifyoud like to discuss how your gift can best be put to use, please call me at
212-239-1662 or email me personally at akoplow@hebrewfreeburial.org.
No matter what you can contribute, however, please know that I deeply respect your
commitment to HFBA; the mitzvah of chesed shel emet is indeed yours.
\ v,

Amy

Peter F. had been a successful businessman, married with three
children. Unfortunately, he developed a gambling habit which caused
the loss of his job, trouble with the IRS, the dissolution of his marriage
and estrangement from his children for the past two decades. He drank
and smoked heavily and recently died of lung cancer. HFBA tracked
down a son who was living out of state. He and his siblings refused to
have anything to do with making funeral arrangements for their father.
The Public Administrator authorized the burial by HFBA.

Barry R. died at the age of 62 and was still not buried two months later
when HFBA received a call from the Public Administrator. Unfortunately,
Barry’s wife was hospitalized for mental illness and had written a
notarized recusal note which indicated that she had no money with

which to bury her husband, leaving his body in limbo. HFBA staff asatool to
members convinced the wife to release the body with no financial learn apout
obligation on her part. HFBA buried Barry with the HFBA volunteer our unique
minyan in attendance. organization.
Names changed to protect confidentiality. .
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We Invite You to Visit
Our New Website

www.hebrewfreeburial.org

Our newly designed website gives
a clear picture of HFBA's history
and mission, how we help and how
you can help us and participate in
the mitzvah of chesed shel emet,
ensuring a Jewish burial for New
York City’s impoverished Jews.

Attractive
photos,
graphics and
videos make
this website
easy to navigate

~




Thank you to the following groups that have
volunteered at Silver Lake Cemetery this spring:

e The Heschel School
e The Frisch School

e Stella K. Abraham (SKA)
High School for Girls

¢ Oheb Shalom Congregation Men’s
Club (S. Orange, NJ)

And a special thank you to all of

the volunteers who attended our : -Th Heschel Schol | Stella K. Abraham High School The Frisch 5cﬁoo| -
Spring Community Chesed Day. for Girls

Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP
REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a : DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. a burial society or family plot and are located in New

York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed '
income and tax benefits, these plans ensure . SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future . for $600.

generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. _ _ _ _
ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
with HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include a . child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a
personalized message. . framed certificate.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit . VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow

reminder for your lost loved ones. group members, or family at Silver

. Lake Cemetery Chesed Days.
INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit

kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for that can help us.

the eleven month mourning period
following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
formed in 1888 on Manhattan'’s Lower East Side by Herbert Block Robert Marcus THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
a group of philanthropic and community-minded Andrew Feinman Robert Mendeles
Jews who were committed to burying their indi- Richard Fishman Paul H. Nagelberg Renée Septimus, Editor Adam Rawson, Designer
gent dead according to Jewish tradition, rather Charles Greinsky Yitzhak Pastreich Printed by Spencer and Worth, Ltd.
than having them buried in a mass grave in City Gary Katz Minna Monte Seitelman
Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has interred Anna Kleyman Rabbi Henry Sheinkopf 224 WEST 35TH STREET, ROOM 300
Paul Lowenthal Norman Weisman NEW YORK, NY 10001

over 65,000 Jews in its two
cemeteries. HFBA is also

committed to retrieving the CHARITY RABBINIC ADVISOR ~ CEMETERY CHAPLAIN
identities of those interred NAVIGATOR Rabbi Elchonon Zohn Rabbi Shmuel Plafker

and is attempting to provide

a gravestone for each un- * Kk * EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UjA()Federatmn
Four Star Charity

marked grave. Amy Koplow of New York

PHONE: (212) 239-1662 « FAX: (212) 239-1981
EMAIL: INFO@HEBREWFREEBURIAL.ORG
WEB: WWW.HEBREWFREEBURIAL.ORG






