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COUNTING DOWN THE DAYS...
Challenge Grant About to End!

When this issue of Chesed lands in your mailbox, there are i Mount Richmond Cemetery.

just days before the bell rings on our historic challenge And we will see to it that

grant. every grave has a headstone.

We've been given a year to raise $500,000 in major gifts It costs us $5,400 for each decedent’s funeral, burial,
of $5,000 and above. If we succeed, we'll get an additional ; and cemetery costs at Mount Richmond Cemetery.

$250,000 from an anonymous donor. : _
i Those we bury at Mount Richmond Cemetery are often

THE FUNDS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED! Holocaust survivors, many of whom were left behind in
i nursing homes, without resources and without family.
We'll be using this grant to ensure that every indigent :
Jew is buried with dignity. We will comfort the mourners
- if, indeed, there are any - and help them through these
timeless rituals. With the number of burials rising each
year, we will be preparing new sections of our

i This is our last chance to make the most of this challenge

i grant - please join us today, if you can. While all gifts are

: gratefully accepted, your gift of $5,000 will yield $7,500
i to HFBA. Every dollar counts!

state’s Division of Cemeteries, Fishman worked with

SPOTLIGHT ON: ' Jewish leaders to create uniform policies, to which all 1800
RI C H A R D F I S H M A N non-profit New York State Jewish cemete;ries signed on.
HFBA Board Member i / H

“I have had so many opportunities to do mitzvot,” says
HFBA Board member Richard Fishman, “working with
families to have their loved ones buried quickly and with

Fishman believes that there are major challenges facing
the Jewish community regarding burial practices. One

i is “the diversity of attitudes regarding observance

i and ritual. Traditional cemeteries have to contend

' ! with a variety of burial practices including cremation
dignity. i and burying intermarried couples together” Both are
often incompatible with the cemetery’s practices or

For some 18 years, Fishman served as Director of the ) }
unacceptable to the local Jewish community.

Division of Cemeteries, under the jurisdiction of New
York’s Department of State. During his tenure, Fishman
uncovered corruption in the cemetery industry, referring
his discoveries to the State Attorney General. He

Fishman also notes that family dysfunction appears on the
i rise. The fault lines can be seen among family members

i when it comes to funerals and burials. He recalled one
streamlined the bureaucracy, trying to make it easier for  : ;56 i which one sibling took a firm position against the

the cemeteries to function. Although Jewish cemeteries, © wishes of the other two over the marking of their mother’s
run by religious institutions, are not regulated by the i continues on page 3

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the only
agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a
dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



HFBA receives many letters from people who have
had experience with our organization. Below are
recent examples.

This letter is long overdue. I just want to tell you how
grateful my daughter and I are for your help with my
father’s funeral. I don’t know what we would have done
without your organization during our time of need. To put
it bluntly, we were in a desperate situation.

The morning my father died, I did not have the $10,000
to pay what our local commercial funeral home was
demanding from us. While we are not poor, we are far
from rich and it was impossible for me to pay such a high
amount all at once. Also, my father did not have a life
insurance policy from which I could draw the funds.

I don’t know what we would have done
without your organization...
we were in a desperate situation.

We did not have the money because of something my
father, an exceptional human being who was very kind-
hearted and generous, insisted on doing. For the three
years prior to his death, he had been sending money every
month to his friend and business partner of 55 years. His
friend could not meet the mortgage payments on his home
and this elderly man and his wife would have been thrown
out on the street had it not been for the monthly sums my
dad and I were sending him.

Without you, I may have had to do the unthinkable with
my beloved father’s remains - have them buried in potter’s
field or donate his body for medical research. Thanks to
you he received a beautiful and dignified Jewish funeral.
The respect and care shown to him, myself and my
daughter is something I will never forget. Rabbi Plafker
took so much time with me, not only to comfort me, but
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i to give me guidance about the mourning process. The

i members of the volunteer minyan who brought my father
i to the cemetery and helped to bury him were so kind and
i caring. They asked questions about who my father was
and how he lived his life. For that, I am eternally grateful.

While I am struggling right now, I will make sure to send

you small donations regularly so that other families may
benefit from the help you gave us.

Best regards,
i Julie Anne Schwartz

: As a World War Il veteran, | have to commend you for

i your ongoing efforts to those families who need the help of
i HFBA. Your continued work to ensure a Jewish burial for

i members of families who cannot afford it is a G-dly deed.

HFBA is like the Honor Guards of the United States
i military. They serve their fellow veterans in time of need
i asyou serve fellow Jews in their time of need.

Sincerely,
i GeorgeS.*

i Ijust wanted to express my tremendous gratitude

i for the services HFBA provides. My family buried my

i grandmother today and if not for your altruism, assistance
and intervention, to put it simply, 'm not sure what we,

i as her family, would have done to give my grandmother

i a proper burial. Unbeknownst to us, she was unable to

i arrange adequate burial provisions for herself while alive

i and upon her death last week we were shocked to discover
i this unthinkable fact and were at a loss as to what to do
next as you see were are not wealthy people. I imagine

limagine your organization hears
this often...Your organization provides
the ultimate mitzvabh.

your organization hears this often but it bears repeating:

Your organization provides the ultimate mitzvah. I will

be making a donation to show my indebtedness. It’s not

i much but I feel the need to give something back for the

i wonderful gift of charity you gave us. Please be confident
i thatyou provide a service that is benevolent and will not
go unrewarded. Thank you so much.

Sharon M.*

i *Names have been changed and letters edited for clarity and to protect

confidentiality.



continued from page 1

SPOTLIGHT ON:
RICHARD FISHMAN

grave. Because of her extreme antipathy towards her
deceased mother; one sister refused to authorize a stone
which needed her permission to be erected. This case has,
as have others, dragged on for years.

During his career with the Division of Cemeteries,
Fishman met HFBA executive director Amy Koplow.
When he retired, he joined the HFBA Board because of
his respect for HFBA's work with the indigent. “(HFBA's)
mission,” says Fishman, “dating back 127 years, to bury
every Jew properly is noble and important. They do it

Oscar died while under hospice care at the age of 85
years. He had owned an art gallery for many years in
Greenwich Village and was proud of his knowledge
about Jews in the fields of art and music. Upon his death,
his friend Joe called HFBA, certain that Oscar would
have wanted a Jewish burial. HFBA managed to contact
his brother, Lawrence who expressed a preference

for cremation with a scattering of the ashes in the
Massachusetts town in which they had grown up. After
discussions with Joe and the HFBA staff, Lawrence agreed
to an HFBA burial. Burial was arranged and Lawrence
participated by phone at the funeral.

About two months later, mail that HFBA had sent
Lawrence in Boston was returned, marked “Deceased.”
HFBA contacted authorities in Boston and discovered
that although Lawrence had died a month prior at the
age of 72, he was still not buried! Working through the
Massachusetts authorities, it was concluded that no one

i with complete sincerity and really care about what they

¢ do. Being on the Board has allowed me to see the hard
work and dedication of the HFBA staff who have to deal

i with a myriad of issues before a burial can take place. This
commitment is based upon Jewish tradition that requires
i that every Jew have a respectful burial. Personally, I have
¢ provided whatever knowledge and experiences I gained
from my State service, but the religious aspect of what

i we are doing doesn’t escape me. There is an imperative
in getting it right — a tahara, a minyan, the marking of the
i grave - all of it and more. Whatever I can do to add to
these mitzvot, I will try my best.”

HFBA is grateful to be able to benefit from Richard
Fishman'’s time, expertise and dedication.

was interested in, or able to, pay burial costs. HFBA had

Lawrence’s body transported to New York and he was

buried near his brother at Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Lawrence had been divorced and had no remaining

relatives. He had written several books under a pen name
i and had tried his hand at serious fiction and poetry.

His ex-wife described him as “a kind, good person, a

true humanist” who suffered from recurring bouts of
i depression which intensified after his brother’s death.

Igor had immigrated to the United States at the age of 22.

He had married and had two daughters. At the time of his

death at the age of 58 from complications of alcoholism,
i he and his wife had a home for which they had not paid
the mortgage for over a year and the wife had filed for

i personal bankruptcy. HFBA assumed the costs of the
burial. No family members attended the funeral.

i Donald’s body was in the city morgue for five months
before HFBA learned of his death and took action to

i bury him. Prior to his mother moving to Florida, Donald

¢ had lived with her and she helped care for her son who
suffered from muscular dystrophy. He then moved into

i arehabilitation center with help from an aide who may
have stolen his social security payments. At the time of his
death, both his mother and brother had already died. With
i no funds available to defray the cost of burial, Donald

was buried at Mount Richmond Cemetery. The HFBA

i volunteer minyan participated in the funeral.

i Names changed to protect confidentiality.
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..the following school groups

Andrew Parver, » Solomon Schechter School of Westchester
Director of Operations  Hebrew Academy of the Five Towns and

for Hebrew Free Burial Rockaway High School (HAFTR)

Association has been » Solomon Schechter School of Queens

with the organization  The Frisch School

since 2004. He is a « Torah Academy of Bergen County (TABC)
graduate of Yeshiva « Stella K. Abraham High School for Girls (SKA)
University and lives in ¢ Rambam Mesivta

New Milford, NJ with his
wife and three children.
Andrew was recently profiled in Mishpacha
Magazine. Below are excerpts from the article.

Why it’s so important for everyone to have a
“death plan:” “So often when someone dies,
the family is scrambling to figure out where the
funeral will be, if there is a grave, what would
the deceased have wanted. All too often, they
make emotional decisions that can set them out
significant amounts of money. Even those with
family and with adequate financial resources
should have this arranged - it can be decades
ahead of time - so when the time comes, all
that’s needed is one call to the funeral home,
and the family can focus on grieving and not

on detailed arrangements. Having a plan in
place can also preempt conflict between family
members.”

The easiest part of training for this job:

“I started at HFBA when [ was in college. It

was a random summer internship. [ saw the
tremendous work being done and [ wanted to
be part of it, so after [ graduated from college
and began working for HFBA full-time, I received
my master’s degree in Public Administration.
I'm now a few months away from becoming a
licensed funeral director. But the best training
has been the day-to-day work, because I started
with the menial yet important tasks — data entry,
digitizing old records, processing the mail and
bringing it to the post office - I fully appreciate
the importance of every part of the organization,
even as I've moved up the ladder”

The Frisch School Stella K. Abraham High School for
Girls (SKA)
Reprinted with permission from Mishpacha,

. ....and community volunteers who came on November 8th'’s
www.mishpacha.com

Fall Chesed Day for helping to clean and clear debris at

The full interview may be seen at Silver Lake Cemetery.
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/dayinthelife
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PYCCKUN JAUJAKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Ham nuwyT
HFBA uyacTto nonyyaet nMcbMa OT JI0AEN, MMEBLUUX AeNo C Hamu. Bot
O[IHO V3 MNKCEM.

MHe Hy»HO 6bl10 HanMcaTb BaM AaBHO. Xouy BblpasuTb
6narogapHoOCTb, KOTOPYIO NCMbITbIBAEM A M MOA JOUb 3a Bally
MOMOLLb B OpraH13aLum NoXopoH Moero oTua. He mory npeacrasuThb,
4TO Obl Mbl AeNanK B 3TO TPYAHOE ANA Hac BpemsA. YecTHO roBops,
Halla cuTyauma Gbina oTYasgHHOM.

B TOT fieHb, Koraa ymep Mol oTel, y MeHA He Obino AecATH ThiCAY
[ONN1apoB, KOTOPbIE 3aNpOoCKIo Halle MeCTHOE KOMMepYecKoe
NMOXOPOHHOE 610p0o. XOTb Mbl He 6efiHbl, i He MOr/1a 3annaTUTb
CTONb 3HAUMTENbHYIO CyMMy cpas3y. K Tomy e y Moero oTua He
6bIN0 CTPaXOBKM, M3 BbIMAT MO KOTOPOW A Mora bl 3an1aTtuThb 3a
MOXOPOHbI.

[leHer y Hac He 6bIfI0 NOTOMY, YTO MO OTeL|, YesloBeK
NCKMIOUNTENBHON JOOPOTHI 1 LWEAPOCTY, 3a TPY rofa A0 CMepTy
HaCTOAN Ha TOM, YTOObI BbiNlauMBaTb 06A3aTeNIbCTBa MO MNoTeKe 3a
CBOEro Aipyra 1 napTHepa rno 6r3sHecy, C KOTOPbIM UX CBA3bIBaNN 55
net apyx6bl. Mol oTewl v A BbiCbiNany AeHbrv Kaxablii mecaAL, 1 6e3
3TUX [leHer npecTapesblii APYr MOEro oTLa 1 ero »KeHa okasanucb obl
Ha ynuue.

MosTomy 6e3 nomolyn HFBA A 6bl HaBepHO paccmaTpuBana 1
HefoMyCTMble BapMaHTbl — MOXOPOHKTb MOEro ftob1moro oTua
B 06Le Mmoruse Knagbuia ana 6egHAKOB UK NepeaaTtb ero
Teno AnA MeAULIMHCKUX nccnefoBaHnin. Ho 6narogapsa Bam Moii
oTeL, yAOCTOUNCA TOPXKECTBEHHOTO, TPaANLIMOHHOIO eBPercKoro
norpebenus. A H1KorAa He 3abyfy Te 3HaKM yBaXKeHWs, KOTopble
OKa3blBasivi NOKOMHOMY 1 HaM C JOYEPbIO YHACTHUKM MOXOPOHHOA
LepemoHuu. Baw paBBuH, r-H Mnadkep, nposen co MHOW MHOTO
BPEMEHU He TOMbKO AJ1A MOpPasibHOM MOAAEPKKM, HO 1 YTOObI
pacckasaTb O eBpencKol Tpagmuumm, CBA3aHHON CO CKOpObIo Mo
yconwmm. lobpoBosbLibl-YiieHbl MUHbAHA, KOTOPbIe HeC/N TeNo
MOero oTLa K Morusie v ToMoranu ¢ norpebeHnem, Toxe 6binm
HeoObIKHOBEHO 3a60TUBbI U AO6PbLI. OHM CNPALLIVBANM O TOM,

KeMm 6bln MO OTell, 1 Kak OH MPOXK CBOIO XU3Hb. A Oyay Bceraa
6naropapHa 3a 3To.

XoTb HaM ceyac TAXeno, A byay perynsapHo BbiCbinatb Hebonblume
NoXKepTBOBaHUA, YUTOObI APYyrme cemby MOV 1 Aanblue NoayyaTb OT
Bac MOMOLLb.

Bcero Hannyuwero,

[xynu SHH Wsapy,

HFBA nomoraet

« Nropb K* nmmurpurposan B CLUA B Bo3pacTe 22-x neT. OH
KeHWncA, y Hero pogunucb ase goyepu. Korga oH ymep B 58 net ot
OCJIOXKHEHWI OT a/IKOronmM3ma, UnoTeka Ha Aom Mropsa u ero »eHbl
He BbIMaurBanach ye B TeUeHve rofja, v xeHa odopmnana nuyHoe
6aHkpoTcTBO. HFBA B3s110 Ha cebs pacxopapl Ha norpebHue. HukTo 13
UNIeHOB CeMbM He nprexan Ha MOXOPOHbI.

- Teno [loHanbAa K. nponexano B ropoAckom Mopre nATb MecALes,
npexge yem HFBA y3Hano o cutyaumm n Hayano gencreoBathb.
Okasanocb, uto [loHanbf un co cBoel MaTepbto. OH 6onen
MblLLIEeYHOW AMCTpodrel, 1 MaTb MOMOrasa o HeM 3a60TUTbCS.

Mocne nepeespa matepu Bo ®nopugy loHanbg nepebpanca B
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peabunuTaLMoHHbIM LIEHTP C MOMOLLbIO COLMaNbHOIo PaboTHUKaA,
KOTOPbIV MO BCE BUANMOCTU 3abupan cebe nocobue [loHanbaa.

Korpa [JoHanbpa ymep, HU ero matepu, H1 ero 6pata He 6bi10 B
XUBbIX. [JoHanbA 6611 NOXOPOHEH Ha Knaabulle MayHT PuumoHp 3a
cyeT HFBA, 3a HeMMeHreM Kakunx-nnbo apyrux cpeacts. MUHbAH 13
[o6poBonbLEB yuacTBOBan B 0b6psfe norpebeHms.

*MeHa N3MeHeHbl

MnaHnpoBaHue Ha cnyyal cMepTn

[npekTop DHApto MNapsep paboTaet B EBpelickom
bnarotBoputenbHom MoxopoHHom biopo ¢ 2004 ropa, oTBeyvas 3a
KarkgoaHeBHble onepauunun. OH okoHYMN YHuBepcuTeT ElwmBa 1 Kneet
B Mundopge, wrat Hoto-[kepcy, ¢ )keHon 1 Tpems geTbMu. HegaBHO
XKypHan «<MuLinaxa» NOCBATUA DHAPIO CBOIO NoNocy. BoT BbiaepKKum
13 cTaTbk «[loyemy Ba)KHO UMETb MNaH Ha cilyyan cmepTu»:

«OyeHb YacTo KOrfa KTo-To yMUPAET, YleHbl CEMbMU B CMeLlKe
peluatoT rae 6yayT MOXOPOHBI, 6bina N 3ape3epBrpoBaHa MOra Ha
Knagove, Kakoe norpebeHuve xoten 6bl yconwmin. YacTto pelueHne
NPVHMUMAETCA SMOLMOHANBbHO 1 CTOUT IMWIHMX AeHer. [laxe Te, y Koro
MHOFO POACTBEHHVKOB M OCTAaTOYHO CPEACTB, [OSIKHbI MOATOTOBUTD
MnnaH CBOMX MOXOPOH 3apaHee, 3a4acTyio Jaxe 3a MHOro AeCATKOB
net. 3aTem, Korga NpUXoauUT nevyanbHoe BpeMs, CeMbe JOCTaTOUYHO
O[IHOrO 3BOHKa B MOXOPOHHOE 610pO, 1 He HYHO ByfeT AymaTb
06 opraHmM3aumnoHHbIX NoapPobHOCTAX. COCTaBNeHNe TaKoro niaHa
3apaHee TakXe NpefoTBpaLlaeT BO3MOXKHble KOHGANKTbI MeXay
yneHamy cembm».

Puuapp OuwumaHn, unex Coseta Jupektopos HFBA
Prvyapp ®uwmaH npopaboTan 18 net B YnpaBneHun
Knaa6uiamm wrata Hbto-Mopk. 3a 3To Bpems OH NO3HAKOMUACA C
NCMONTHUTENbHBIM ANpPeKTopoM EBpelickoro bnarotsoputensHoro
MoxopoHHoro Biopo (HFBA) Smu Konnoy v y3Han nogpo6Hee o
pabote bropo. MNocne Bbixofa Ha neHcuio r-H OrlimaH cornacunca
cTaTtb uneHom CoseTa iupektopos HFBA, Tak Kak 6bis1 BneyatneH
MUCCUeln opraH/3aLumy 1 CTUnem pyKoBoACTBa r-xu Konnoy. «B
TeueHme 150-u neT», roBopuT r-H OuumaH, «biopo BbINOHAET CBOIO
BaXKHYI0 11 6/1aropofHyt0 MUCCUI0 — 06eCneunTb KaxkaoMy eBpeto
[OCTOViHble MOXOPOHbI. COTPYAHMKM AenatoT 3To ¢ 6e33aBeTHON
WCKPEHHOCTbIO 1 MOHMMaHVEM Ba>KHOCTI CBOeN paboTbl. PaboTa
B CoBeTe [InpeKTOpOB N0O3BONNSIA MHE YBUAETb BONN3UN OTSIMYHYIO
paboTy 1 camootgady M Konnoy 1 ee COTPYAHMKOB, KOTOpble
eXe[JHEBHO peLLaloT MHOXeCTBO Npobnem npexae, Yem COCTOUTCA
Kaxpoe norpebeHue. OTa UX NpefaHHOCTb paboTe COOTBETCTBYET
eBpencKon Tpaguumm, TpebytoLen JOCTOMHbIX MOXOPOH ANA
Kaxporo eBpesd. Co cBOeli CTOPOHbI, i CYAaCTIINB ANINTbCA 3HAHNAMMN
1 OMbITOM, NPUOBPETEHHBIMY Ha FOCY[APCTBEHHON Cy6e, 1 B TO
e BpeMs A MHOroe y3Han o peniurmo3Hom acnekte pabotbl HFBA.
EcTb MHOXeCTBO NpeAnncaHnii 0 NpaBUIIbHON NOCNef0BaTeNbHOCTH
norpebeHnA B COOTBETCTBUN C eBPENCKO TpaanLumein: Taxapa
(omoBeHMe), MVHbAH (rpynna MONALWKXCA), NOMeTKa Ha Morune 1
MHorue apyrve. 1 nocTaparcb cAenatb Kak MOXXHO 60sbLue, YTOObI
CNoco6CTBOBaTb BbIMOJIHEHWNIO STUX MULIBOT (3anoBefen)».

HFBA BblpaxaeT NCKpeHHIoto 6narogapHocTb r-Hy Puuappay
OuwmaHy 3a ero NnpefaHHOCTb Halle opraHu3aLmn.



Staten Island Community Breakfast
Sunday, December 20, 2015 - 9:30 a.m.
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To make a reservation, please call the HFBA office (212) 239-1662

‘,,,, Young Israel of Staten Island
835 Forest Hill Road, Staten Island

Guest Speaker:
Rabbi Paysach Krohn

Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a

bequest.

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed

income and tax benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future

generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include

a personalized message.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit

reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit
kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for
the eleven month mourning period
following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was
formed in 1888 on Manhattan'’s Lower East Side by
a group of philanthropic and community-minded
Jews who were committed to burying their indi-
gent dead according to Jewish tradition, rather
than having them buried in a mass grave in City
Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has interred
over 65,000 Jews in its two g
cemeteries. HFBA is also V
committed to retrieving the \
identities of those interred ‘
and is attempting to provid
a gravestone for each un-
marked grave.

CHARITY
NAVIGATOR

B2 2.8

Four Star Charity

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Herbert Block

Andrew Feinman

Richard Fishman

Charles Greinsky

Gary Katz

Anna Kleyman

Paul Lowenthal

RABBINIC ADVISOR
Rabbi Elchonon Zohn

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Amy Koplow

DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of

a burial society or family plot and are located in New
i York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave

. for $600.

ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
i child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a
: framed certificate.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow

group members, or family at Silver
Lake Cemetery Chesed Days.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area
that can help us.

DONATE your property, used vehicle
or boat and receive a generous tax
donation.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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