
Dear Friend,

Zinaida D – an accomplished woman who 
had been a physician in Russia – died 
on February 11, 2015 at the age of 77.  
Through bureaucratic mishaps, her body 
was abandoned and left at the morgue from 
February until July, five full months. The Kings 
County Public Administrator finally contacted 
HFBA.  After several failed attempts to locate 
her family, we reached Mrs. D’s brother in 
France who authorized the burial of his sister. 
He also told us that her husband had died just 
one year earlier.

Both highly educated, Zinaida and her 
husband had come to the US in 1993 with 
their daughter Helen. Although they arrived 

with high hopes, life in the 
States did not turn out well 
for them. In 1996, Mr. D 
suffered his first stroke and 
required full-time home 

care after that. Helen, who had divorced, did 
not look after her parents when they were 
elderly and sick; friends reported that she 
showed up at their apartment during her 
father’s final days in the hospital and took 
what she needed. Neither Mrs. D’s brother 
in France, nor other relatives in Israel, could 
afford her burial. After months of laying alone, 
HFBA finally gave Mrs. D the proper Jewish 
burial she deserved, with a full minyan of 
volunteers present.

In 2015 HFBA provided 372 burials for 
Jews who outlasted their funds, for Jews 
with no families or friends to step forward 
and provide for their final needs, for Jews 
who spent weeks in the City Morgue because 
no one came to claim their remains.  Each 
received a traditional, dignified Jewish burial 
in our Mount Richmond Cemetery, with our 
rabbi reciting the consoling prayers, speaking 
words about each of the deceased, and in 
many cases, reciting kaddish with 10 members 
of our volunteer minyan present.

Our 2015 fundraising was defined by the 
unprecedented Matching Challenge Grant.  We 
were honored by the 55 donors who came 

forward to support us at the $5000 + level, 
and by the hundreds of others who increased 
their gifts even if they couldn’t give at the 
$5,000 level. 

2015 was the first full year that the Margaret 
and Leo Meyer and Hans M. Hirsch Tahara 
Facility at Mount Richmond Cemetery was in 
operation.  Our state of the art facility allows 
the ritual washing of the deceased to occur 
on site. The Staten Island chevra kadisha has 
inspired us by its tremendous dedication to 
the mitzvah of chesed shel emet and continues 
to attract new members for this sacred task.  
Our roster of minyan volunteers continues to 
expand as well.

In 2015, major work continued to restore and 
preserve HFBA’s original cemetery, Silver Lake 
Cemetery, which was quickly filled by 1909.  
We brought a herd of goats to eat the wild 
greens, poison ivy (harmless to goats), weeds 
and English ivy, their diet supplemented 
only with water. As they ate, forgotten graves 
appeared where they were previously 
obscured by the foliage, and the area became 
clearer, cleaner and more hospitable to those 
who visit or work in the cemetery.  Thanks 
to generous funding from The David Berg 
Foundation, we were able to clean and grub 
the entire cemetery as well. This important 
task continues, signifying the respect we owe 
the dead even after burial.

And finally, once again, 
HFBA earned Charity 
Navigator’s Four-Star Rating 
– the highest an organization 
can earn – in recognition of our internal 
management and transparency. 

It is because of you, our dedicated supporter, 
that HFBA is able to perform our holy work.  
On behalf of everyone at HFBA, I thank you.

With much appreciation,

Amy Koplow 
Executive Director
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SUPPORT AND REVENUE          2015          2014
CHARITABLE SUPPORT

Contributions $1,040,797 $839,745
Bequests $223,475 $44,069
Grants Received $317,750 $342,500
TOTAL SUPPORT $1,582,022 $1,226,314

REVENUE
Funeral Services $720,108 $513,779
Interment and Grave Care $548,225 $588,437
Rental Income $65,088 $57,691
Investment Income $129,875 $128,978
Realized Gain (Loss) On Sale of Investments, Net $51,821 $32,869
Unrealized Gain (Loss) on Investments, Net ($357,406) $17,047
TOTAL REVENUE $1,157,711 $1,338,801

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE $2,739,733 $2,565,115

EXPENSES
Operating $2,097,922 $1,959,059
Fundraising $240,310 $185,570
Adminstrative $175,872 $173,822

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,514,104 $2,318,451
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Financial Report
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015

Donors of $360  
or More
JANUARY 1-
DECEMBER 31, 2015
$100,000 AND ABOVE
ANONYMOUS

$50,000 TO $99,999
ESTATE OF SAMUEL I. COHEN
ESTATE OF SELMA WEISZ

$25,000 TO $49,999
ESTATE OF TONI FOX
MR. & MRS. JACOB SAFRA
UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK

$10,000 TO $24,999
MR. & MRS. JAY AMSEL
NORMAN BOBROW & CO. INC.
MR. & MRS. DANIEL N. DAVIS
EDISON HOME HEALTH CARE
JONAS FAMILY FOUNDATION
GARY & DIANE KATZ
MRS. LEONA KERN
MR. MEYER G. KOPLOW
ESTATE OF MARCIA Z. MEHR
MERCK PARTNERSHIP FOR GIVING
THE MARGARET & LEO MEYER & HANS M. HIRSCH 
     FOUNDATION
ESTATE OF PEARL MOSAK
ESTATE OF HERMAN & TILLIE TELLER

$5,000 TO $9,999
THE APPLEBAUM FOUNDATION
MS. ELLICE BERSON-PANARO
MR. & MRS. SCOTT DIAMOND
MR. & MRS. JEFFREY D. DREIFUS
DRESNER FAMILY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
ELECTCHESTER JEWISH CENTER INC.
MR. MELVIN FASTOW
FRIEDEL FAMILY FOUNDATION
MR. & MRS. JOEL GLUCK
MR. YOEL GOLDMAN
WILLIAM P. GOLDMAN & BROTHERS FOUNDATION
MR. NORMAN HIMELBERG
MR. STEVEN I. HOLM
MR. & MRS. STEVEN M. LAUFER
THE LISA & MICHAEL LEFFELL FOUNDATION
LAURENCE W. LEVINE FOUNDATION, INC.
MR. YECHIEL LICHTENSTEIN
ESTATE OF ERNEST MILCHMAN
MS. SHARON G. MINKOWITZ
MS. TOBY S. MOSKOVITS
MR. & MRS. ALAN NEUSTADTER
THE OMER FOUNDATION
MR. YITZHAK A. PASTREICH
MS. ROBERTA S. POPIK
RICHMOND COUNTY SAVINGS FOUNDATION
MS. SERYL E. RITTER
MS. RACHELLE S. RYP
DR. & MRS. JUDAH SCHORR
DONNA & MARVIN SCHWARTZ FDN.
MINNA & MARK SEITELMAN
MS. BARBARA SERIL
SITCHIN FOUNDATION, INC.
MR. PAUL J. TAUBMAN
MRS. DIANE A. TOHN
VAAD HARABONIM OF QUEENS
MR. & MRS. NORMAN I. WEISMAN

$3,600 TO $4,999
MR. & MRS. ASHER ABEHSERA
MS. JANE CINER
MRS. SELMA HANKOFF
MITCHEL & KAREN KUFLIK CHARITABLE FDN.
BRYNA SHUCHAT & JOSHUA H. LANDES
MR. & MRS. PAUL LOWENTHAL
MILANO HOME IMPROVEMENTS, INC.
MR. DANIEL PILARSKI
MR. ROBERT S. SCHMERLER
THE JULIUS STULMAN FOUNDATION
TROPHAM FOUNDATION



$2,500 TO $3,599
JOSEPH ALEXANDER FOUNDATION, INC.
BEACH LANE MANAGEMENT, INC.
MR. & MRS. STUART BRAUNSTEIN
MR. RICHARD A. COVKIN
EUREKA PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION
MR. SHLOMO KOHN
MR. ANDREW MARKS
MR. THOMAS H. MAUPIN
MR. & MRS. PAUL H. NAGELBERG
MRS. ELISE POTTICK

$1,000 TO $2,499
A.C. ISRAEL FOUNDATION, INC.
ALPHA-GENESIS SUNSHINE FOUNDATION, INC.
THE BAR-LEVAV FAMILY FOUNDATION
MR. MARTIN BAUMRIND
MS. LINDA NEWMAN BERNSTEIN
MR. DANIEL BILAR
MR. & MRS. HERBERT BLOCK
MR. & MRS. DAVID A. BRAUNSTEIN
MRS. ELLEN CAHN
MR. & MRS. BENJAMIN J. COHEN
MR. & MRS. JULIUS M. COHN
MS. MIRIAM DAUM
MR. TODD J. DIAMOND
DR. & MRS. TZVI DIAMOND
MR. & MRS. ABRAHAM M. EISENSTAT
ESTATE OF ERIKA ETTNER
SAMUEL FEDER FAMILY FOUNDATION
MS. JULIE FELDMAN
FIFTH AVENUE SYNAGOGUE WOMEN’S CLUB
MR. & MRS. ADAM J. FISHMAN
MR. & MRS. BARRY H. GARFINKEL
MS. R. GLUECK
HELENA & MARVIN GOLDSTEIN
MR. & MRS. MARK GOLDSTEIN
MR. STEVEN N. GORDON
MS. REBECCA M. GOTTLIEB
COL. MARK L. HAIMAN, USMC (RET.)
MR. & MRS. LAWRENCE J. HELLMAN
MR. & MRS. AVRI HOROWITZ
MS. PERI A. HOROWITZ
ESTATE OF HELENE HORWITZ
MR. & MRS. HILLEL M. JAFFE
DR. IRA JASSER
MR. ADAM KAPELNER
ESTATE OF DAVID M. KARP
MR. KENNETH KATZMAN
ESTATE OF THELMA S. KLEIN
MR. & MRS. VICTOR KOHN
MR. & MRS. ALAN A. KRANTZ
DR. HERBERT LASKY
HORTLEY G. LEBLANG CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
MR. HERMAN J. LEPSON
NATHAN J. & SHARI LINDENBAUM
MR. & MRS. MATHEW I. LINETT
DR. & MRS. DONALD LISS
MR. WARREN MELAMED
STEPHEN & EVE MILSTEIN
MR. & MRS. SIMCHA NAIMARK
MR. & MRS. IGOR OLEVSKY
MS. RACHEL L. PAGANO
PARK AVENUE CHARITABLE FUND
PROPP FOUNDATION, INC.
MR. & MRS. JACK A. RAISNER
MS. YONINA ROSENBAUM
MS. ARIELLE ROSENBERG
MR. JACK ROTHWAX
MS. JULIE RUSSO
MR. & MRS. ALLEN SAPADIN
DR. & MRS. RICHARD SARNA
BARBARA & EDWARD SCHLUSSEL FOUNDATION, 
    INC.
MR. & MRS. MANUEL J. SCHNAIDMAN
RABBI ELLIOT SCHWARTZ & BAT SHEVA MARCUS
FORCHELLI, CURTO, DEEGAN, SCHWARTZ
MR. & MRS. HENRY SCHWARTZ
THE SILVERWEED FOUNDATION, INC.
ESTATE OF JEROME M. SIMON
SINAI REFORM TEMPLE
MS. JENNIFER L. TAITZ
MR. NEIL THALHEIM
MR. WARREN WACHOLDER
MR. & MRS. LAURENCE I. WALD
MR. & MRS. RAFI WEISS

$500 TO $999
DR. & MRS. ANDREW J. ADLER
MR. & MRS. BARNEY AGATE
MR. & MRS. AMI AHARON
AMET COMPUTERS
MR. JACK BAUM
MR. & MRS. JACK C. BENDHEIM
BENEVITY COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND
MS. MARA BENJAMIN
MS. MADALEINE BERLEY
MR. MURRAY BERMAN
MRS. ROSLYN BIERIG
MS. LISA BLAZER-RUDOLF
MR. LOUIS H. BLUMENGARTEN
MR. & MRS. PAUL W. BRANDT-RAUF
L. BRAVMANN FAMILY PHILANTHROPIC FUND
MR. & MRS. LAWRENCE J. BURIAN
DR. SUSAN M. CHAMBRE
CHEVRA KADISHA OF GREAT NECK
MS. SUSAN E. COHEN
CONGREGATION OHEL AVRAHAM LIEBERMAN
MS. BETH EVE CORN
MR. & MRS. ROBERT J. DOBKIN
JUDITH & ALAN EISENMAN FAMILY FUND
MS. LIORA L. ELGHANAYAN
MS. RANDI FARBER
MS. SARAH HADASSA FEDER
MRS. LYNN B. FEUERMAN
MS. BEATRICE FIERMAN
DR. & MRS. HAROLD S. FLUSS
MR. & MRS. KALMAN A. FRIEDMAN
MR. MARC G. FRIEDMAN
MR. & MRS. BERNARD GELLMAN
MR. & MRS. ARTHUR S. GERTSTEIN
MR. RAYMOND GINDI
MR. AND MRS. MORTON GOLDBERG
MR. & MRS. MURRAY A. GOLDBERG
MR. ALAN GOLDMAN
GOLDMAN, SACHS & CO.
MR. & MRS. ERIC S. GOLDSTEIN
MR. I. MICHAEL GOODMAN
MR. DAVID Z. GROSS AND MS. DINA MOULDOVAN
MR. & MRS. JEFFREY GUROCK
RABBI & MRS. JULES E. HARLOW
MS. JANET HOD
MRS. ESTHER INGBER
MS. ALLYSA JERET
THE JEWISH CENTER OF KEW GARDENS HILLS
MRS. HEIDI KAHN
MR. NORMAN A. KANTER
RITA & HENRY KAPLAN FOUNDATION
MS. VALENTINA KARAEVA
THE HERBERT & DOROTHY KUNSTADT  
     FOUNDATION
MS. MELISSA K. LADER
MR. DAVID H. LASKY
MR. & MRS. MEYER LAST
MR. & MRS. MARK LEBOWITZ
THE TEENA & LARRY LERNER FUND
MR. RUBEN LERNER
MRS. TERRI J. LEVINE
DR. & MRS. DAVID LIEBERMAN
DRS. RALPH WM. & MELISSA S. LIEBLING
MARCEL LINDENBAUM
MR. RICH MARGOLIN
MR. & MRS. STUART MARKS
MR. & MRS. DAVID J. MASLANSKY
MASLIANSKY FAMILY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
MS. BARBARA M. MATOS
MR. & MRS. AVISHAY MAZOR
MR. PETER MERKER
MR. PAUL MILLMAN
MR. IGOR MUNTYAN
MR. DAVID NEIKRUG
DR. PIERCE H. NEUMAN
MR. & MRS. WALKER OGDEN
MR. & MRS. DAVID OLIVESTONE
DR. OZZIE ORBACH
MS. GLORIA PACKER
MR. KENNETH J. PERRY
MR. & MRS. IRA PLUTZKER
MORRIS & ANNA PROPP SONS FUND
QUEENS VILLAGE JEWISH CENTER
MS. JANA RAPHAEL
MR. DAVID REGHAY
MR. STEVE REICH & MS. BERYL KOROT
MRS. RACHEL RENDEL
MS. HARRIET B. REZNICK

DR. ELEANOR M. ROGG
MR. ROBERT ROSEN
MR. & MRS. SAMUEL ROSENBERG
MR. & MRS. STEVEN ROSENFELD
ROSH PINAH CHAVURAH OF THE RIVERTOWNS
MS. SYDELLE ROTH
DR. & MRS. TOD J. ROTHSCHILD
RABBI & MRS. GIDON G. ROTHSTEIN
MR. GEORGE RUBIN
RAY SACKS
MRS. LINDA SAVAGE
MR. RALPH L. SCHWARTZ
MR. & MRS. STEVEN H. SCHWARTZ
MS. JUDY SECUNDA
VIVI SEPTIMUS & SETH GREENFIELD
MR. JAY B. SHAPIRO
JANET M. SHAPIRO, MD
RABBI DR. HENRY SHEINKOPF
MR. BUDDY SKYDELL
MR. DOUGLAS SMITH
MR. & MRS. JEROME H. SOLOMON
DR. SHAWN A. SOSNIK
MR. & MRS. JOSEPH H. SPIRO
MS. AUDREY F. STEUER
MS. SUSAN M. STRASSBURGER
MR. & MRS. YECHEZKEL SUSSMAN
DR. & MRS. JAIME SZNAJDER
MR. & MRS. LARRY TAYLOR
MS. COLETTE N. THAW
MR. PAUL M. TRENK
MR. & MRS. MARK TWERSKY
MR. MICHAEL H. WACHSMAN
MR. & MRS. ALEX WEIDENFELD
MS. AVIVA L. WEINTRAUB
MRS. B. IRENE WEXLER
MR. LEONARD WOLFF
MR. & MRS. ANDREW S. WURZBURGER
YIDDISH CLUB OF WHITTINGHAM
MR. & MRS. MEIR ZOMBEK

$360 TO $499
MRS. JANE H. ADAS
MS. SANDY S. ADELSBERG
MR. BERNARD ALEXANDER
MS. SARAH F. ALPERT
THE ANNE CLAIRE LESTER FOUNDATION, INC.
MS. ALINA ZUCKER-ARONOFF
MRS. JULIE BEN-ZVI
MR. SERGEY BERENSHTEYN
MR. & MRS. BENJAMIN B. BERLIN
MR. & MRS. ALAN BLAU
MR. & MRS. MICHAEL A. BLUMENTHAL
MARK & SAUL BRUH
MR. & MRS. JEFFREY CANARICK
MR. ELAD CNAAN
MR. MATTHEW COHEN
MRS. SHIRLEY COOPER
MR. & MRS. RICHARD COWHIG
MR. MORRIS DADDONA
DAVID HIMELBERG FOUNDATION
MS. EDITH DEANE
DR. HOWARD B. DEMB
MR. CHAIM DIENSTAG
MR. & MRS. HAL A. DORFMAN
MR. & MRS. LEO DREYFUSS
MS. ROSLYN EAGLE
MR. HOWARD EHRENKRANZ
DR. MARC A. EPSTEIN
RABBI STEVEN A. EXLER
MR. JOSEPH FALKENSTEIN
MR. & MRS. STEVEN M. FEINBERG
DANA SEPTIMUS & JOSEPH FELDMAN
FIROOZNIA & MEKUL CPA’S
MR. NOAM FRIEDMAN
MRS. MARGERY FRIEDMAN
MR. ELIE GABAY
MR. & MRS. ARNOLD GERSON
DRS. FELIX LEO & MIRIAM GLAUBACH
DR. BARBARA GOCHBERG & MR. STEVEN 
     PRETSFELDER
MS. REBECCA GOLDBERG
MRS. TOBE GOLDFINGER
MR. & MRS. KENNETH GOLDMAN
MRS. IRINA GONTAR
DRS. HEIDI & JEFFREY GORDON
DR. & MRS. AARON SAUL GREENBERG
DR. & MRS. IRA F. GREENSPUN
MR. JEFFREY Z. GROSSMAN

MR. & MRS. LOUIS GROSSMAN
MAJOR EDWARD GUREWITZ
MR. & MRS. CLAUDE HAKIM
MR. & MRS. MATIS HALLER
MS. JENILLE HARRIS
MR. & MRS. RONALD J. HERSCHAFT
MR. MARK HOCHBERG
MR. MARTIN HOFMAN
MR. & MRS. JAY HOROWITZ
MR. & MRS. ARNOLD HOROWITZ
MR. LEO ITZKOWITZ
MS. FEYGELE JACOBS
MR. LESLIE KAHN
MS. JANET KALISH
MR. & MRS. KENNETH KANNER
MR. & MRS. JOSEF KASTNER
MRS. JANET KATZ
MRS. NAOMI C. KOENIGSBERG
MR. & MRS. BRYAN KOPLOW
MS. EILEEN KOSLOW
MS. DAHLIA KOZLOWSKY
MRS. RUTH S. KREMEN
MS. GALINA KUPERVATSKAYA
MRS. TANYA KUSHINSKY
MRS. BARBARA FINGER LANDESMAN
MR. ALAN D. LANGER
MRS. MARINA LAUFER
MR. BRYAN LAULICHT
MR. & MRS. HAROLD J. LEFKOWITZ
MR. & MRS. JACK LEMONIK
MS. JACQUELINE LEONARD
MS. BATYA LEWTON
MR. & MRS. NORMAN LISS
MRS. ESTHER LITVIN
MR. & MRS. S. SIDNEY MANDEL
MS. DEMEE MATHEOS
MRS. GERTRUDE MEYERS
KONSTANTIN MILLERMAN, M.D.
MINYAN CONGREGATION HABONIM
MS. DIANE E. MULLER
MR. & MRS. JOSH NELSON
MR. JEFFREY L. NEUMAN
THE NEW KALMAN SUNSHINE FUND INC.
MR. YITZCHAK M. NEWMAN
MR. LEONARD PILZER
DR. & MRS. JOSHUA C. POLLACK
MS. MARGARET E. PORT
PREFERRED HOME HEALTH CARE
MRS. PRISCILLA REISINGER
MR. & MRS. JONATHAN A. REISS
MR. SHLOMO RESSLER
AMELIA ROSNER & RICHARD HYFLER
DR. ELEANORE ROTHENBERG
MS. FABIENNE ROTTENBERG
MR. MARVIN ROUS
MR. JOSEPH B. RUBIN
MR. & MRS. OWEN M. RUMELT
MR. EDWARD RYABOY
MR. & MRS. LARRY SACHS
MR. MICHAEL SCHARF
DR. & MRS. DENNIS M. SCHECHTMAN
MR. MITCHELL SCHNEIDER
MR. & MRS. HENRY SCHWARZ
DR. & MRS. JULIAN A. SEEWALD
MR. & MRS. E. JOSEPH SEPTIMUS
RABBI & MRS. YECHIEL SHAFFER
MR. SAMUIL SHLAYFER
DR. BETH M. SIEGEL
MS. SARAH SIEGEL
MS. PAMELA P. SILLER
MS. MONA SLOTA
MR. & MRS. JONATHAN M. SPERLING
MR. PETER SPIELBERG
MR. & MRS. SAUL SPITZ
MR. ELI INZLICHT SPREI
RABBI & MRS. MICHAEL M. STEIN
MR. & MRS. JEROME STEINHART
DR. & MRS. JACK STERN
MR. STUART L. TRIVAX
MR. STEPHEN B. UNGAR
MS. CHERYL L. WASSERMAN
MR. & MRS. SPENCER WAXMAN
MRS. RONA KIPNES WEINBERGER
MRS. PATRICIA G. ROSS WEIS
MRS. JUDITH WEISSMAN
MR. ARTHUR WIENER
MR. & MRS. JOSH WISOTSKY
HANNAH WITTENSTEIN



Dedicated to chesed shel emet since 1888

125 Maiden Lane, Unit 5B, New York, NY 10038
Phone: (212) 239-1662 • Fax: (212) 239-1981
Email: info@hebrewfreeburial.org • Web: www.hebrewfreeburial.org

GOATS AT SILVER LAKE CEMETERY

HFBA’S VOLUNTEER MINYAN AT MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY

Staten Island
Community Breakfast

Parshat Vayechi

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  A T  T H E

YOUNG ISRAEL OF STATEN ISLAND 
835 Forest Hill Road, Staten Island, NY 10314

RSVP: (212) 239-1662 or go to
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/si.htm  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2015 • 9:30 AM  

בס׳׳ד

Featured Guest Speaker: 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn

The Hebrew Free Burial Association has taken care of 
the needs of the poorest among us for 125 years. Annually 
we provide nearly 400 indigent Jews with a dignified Jewish 
funeral and burial in consecrated Jewish earth.

s"xc

Sunday, March 8, 2015 • 9:30am
RIVERDALE JEWISH CENTER

3700 Independence Avenue

Robert Marcus, Chair
Gail and Judah Schorr, Community Chairpersons

To R.S.V.P. visit
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/riverdale

or call (212) 239-1662

2015/5775

Riverdale Community 
Breakfast

HONORING

Dr. Donald Liss
C H E S E D  S H E L  E M E T  AWA R D

Beth and David Braunstein
C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E  AWA R D


