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Finding Loved Ones with Ease:
HFBA Maps Mount Richmond Cemetery

This past August, Jack G. was looking for his mother’s
grave - still without a monument or marker. He wandered
through the rows of Section 65 at Mt. Richmond Cemetery.
His search was challenging - and frustrating.

As luck would have it, Jack came across Ronen Rybowski
as he crisscrossed the burial rows. Although Ronen was a
total stranger, Jack asked for his help. Ronen, the project
manager of HFBA's mapping initiative, took out his phone
and pulled up the map for Section 65 (This is the first
pilot section to be completed as part of the Mt. Richmond
mapping project).

Ronen walked Jack to the right spot within minutes. Even
though the grave is unmarked, the new database provided
quick and precise information, so that Jack could visit his
mother’s final resting place.

There are roughly 60 sections in Mt. Richmond Cemetery.

i With your help, we can fully map all of the graves at

Mt. Richmond in the next 18 months. This will enable

i thousands of visitors to easily find the graves of their loved
¢ ones. The total project cost is $250,000. Contributions of
© $25,000 will cover an entire decade of burials. A gift

i of $5,000 will map an entire section.

© It's rare we get to see the direct impact of the work we do.
¢ In Ronen’s case, he felt this impact and was deeply moved
by a chance meeting on a summer day. In the spirit of

i the High Holidays, we ask you to remember those whom
we've buried, who received a dignified, Jewish burial even
i when they had no funds or no family to pay. Their loved
ones deserve to be able to find their graves with ease.

Ifyou are interested in making a gift of $5,000 or more
i tomap a section of the cemetery, please call Amy Koplow,
:  HFBA Executive Director at (212) 239-1662.

As summer ends and fall begins, we approach the
High Holy Days of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
During these especially chaotic and troubled times,
our thoughts are filled with prayers and best wishes
for you, our HFBA supporters, and for the entire
world community, for a healthy, happy, safe year in a
peaceful world.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is
the only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation,

receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



A Musical Night for
HFBA Young Leadership

by Ari Schwartz-Weitz

On July 20th, HFBA Young Leadership hosted “Cabaret
Night: A Night to Benefit HFBA,” at The West End Lounge
in Manhattan. Comedian Eli Lebowicz, who performed
an opening set and emceed the event, set the stage for

13 singers who performed 90’s hits and Broadway show
tunes to the delight of the crowd that packed the room.
The performers sang, while a delicious kosher meat buffet
was offered in the back of the room. While The West End
Lounge hosts “Cabaret Nights” often, it was an interesting
change for HFBA - and one that worked out well for
generating new supporters.

Looking past the success of the evening, this event
signified something deeper for HFBA. The event
welcomed the next generation of those who will take on
the responsibility of caring for the needs of their fellow
Jews. For most participants that night, it was an eye-
opening revelation, that when the time comes to bury a
loved one, there are expenses to be paid, services to be
completed, customs that need to be followed - and, for
many people, HFBA is an essential part of that process.

“So far this month, the Hebrew Free Burial Association
has planned the funeral arrangements of 20 people. Today
is the 20th day of the month, which means that for every
day this month, we helped a family with the funeral of
aloved one.” Gila Romanoff, the new Young Leadership
Coordinator at HFBA, knew exactly what would draw the
attention of the crowd at the first HFBA Young Leadership
event that she was running. “Can you imagine losing a
loved one, and not have the means to bury that loved
one?” It was a needed somber moment taken during an
otherwise exciting night. This event marked the beginning
of a new wave of outreach that will carry HFBA into the
future.
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Letters below have been
edited for clarity and to
protect confidentiality.

On Monday, 1 visited Mount Richmond Cemetery for

the first time. I had found, online, a record of a sibling
born prematurely (1938). I had no previous knowledge
of this event. Rabbi Plafker very kindly took me to the
approximate site of the burial and he also showed me
the graves of the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire
tragedy. Mount Richmond is quite a historical cemetery.

Thank you for all you do. Contribution enclosed.

Norma F.

Enclosed is a contribution to support your work on behalf
of the Jewish community. Last Monday, I visited the grave
of Sarah P. at Mount Richmond Cemetery. I have been
paying for annual upkeep on this grave as my father had
done. He passed away in 2010 and I had no idea who
Sarah P. was other than she was family. Rabbi Plafker and
Andrew Parver were incredibly helpful in not only helping
me and my cousin locate the grave, but also locating
information in your records about Sarah P. who I now
realize is my great-grandmother!

I want to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff
for your kindness and for all the good work you do.

Barbara H.

My name is Carol G., the sister of the man who lost his
newborn son last week, and whom you were kind enough
to help immediately, and with much generosity.

I want to thank you and apologize very much for the
confusion when you sent out a liaison to pick up the baby’s
body. My brother and sister-in-law were in a lot of pain
and could not think straight. You helped me and my family
in a big way and I very sincerely thank you.

At some point soon [ would like to bring my bat mitzvah
student to come and volunteer with you and I will let you
know about that.

From now on I will tell everyone I know about HFBA and
let any donors or people looking to do a mitzvah know
about you and your organization.

Carol G.



JEWISH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: FALL 2016

Following the custom of visiting the graves of loved ones
during the High Holy Day season, visiting hours at Mount
Richmond Cemetery are listed below. Please note that
the cemetery closes at 1:00 PM every Friday all year.

ROSH HASHANA OPEN/CLOSE
Sunday, October 2 9AM-3:45 PM
Monday, October 3 CLOSED
Tuesday, October 4 CLOSED

YOM KIPPUR

Tuesday, October 11 9AM-1:00 PM
Wednesday, October 12 CLOSED
SUKKOT

Sunday, October 16 9AM-3:45 PM
Monday, October 17 CLOSED
Tuesday, October 18 CLOSED
SHMINI ATZERET and SIMCHAT TORAH

Sunday, October 23 9AM-3:45 PM
Monday, October 24 CLOSED
Tuesday, October 25 CLOSED

YIZKOR is recited on Yom Kippur, October 12 and
Shmini Atzeret, October 24.

Silver Lake Cemetery will be open:
Sunday, September 25 and October 9
Sunday, October 2

9AM-3:45 PM
9AM-1:00 PM

i [lna cobarodenus obbivasa nocewams Mo2uU.ibl 6AUKUX

80 8peMsi NPa30HUKO8, HUMCE NPUBEOEHbL. YACbI pabombl
Kaad6uuwja Maynm PuumMoHd 8 egpelickue npa3dHUKuU
oceHwvlo 2016 20da. [oxcaaylicma nomMHume, ¥mo Kaadéuuje

3akpvleaemcsi cmpozo 8 13:00 (wac dHs1) neped Haua10M

Kaxcdo2o hpasdHuKa

POIII XAIITAHA:

BockpeceHbe 2 OKTA6pS 9:00-15:45
[ToHeaebHUK 3 OKTAOps 3aKpBITO
BTopHUK 4 OKTAGpS 3aKpbITO
HOM KHUIIYP:

BtopHuk 11 okTAGpPS 9:00-13:00
Cpena 12 okTs6ps 3aKpbITO
CYKKOT:

BockpeceHbe 16 oKTS06psi 9:00-15:45
[TonegenbHUK 17 OKTAGPS 3aKpbITO
BTopHuk 18 okTAGpPS 3aKpBITO
IIIMWUHU ALHEPET u CUMXAT TOPA:

BockpeceHbe 23 OKTAOpst 9:00-15:45
[ToHeaebHUK 24 OKTAGPS 3aKpBITO
BTopHuK 25 OKTAGPS 3aKpbITO

Tlo namHuyam kaad6uwje ecezda saxkpbieaemcsi 6 13:00

From the HFBA archives:

&he New lork Cimes

July 29, 1901

A Soldier’s Burial: Body Had Been Disinterred
in the Philippines and Sent Home

The body of Charles Siegel, who was killed at Manila
on March 27, 1900, was recently sent home by the
government and was buried at 3 o’clock at Silver Lake
Cemetery, Staten Island.

Siegel had been dead and buried for weeks before his
relatives and friends in the city knew anything about it.
They were very anxious that the body should be sent to
the city for burial but they could not defray the expense.
Samuel Lavinsky of a Hebrew charitable organization
[HFBA] interested himself in the matter with the result
that the government had the body disinterred and sent
home.

HFBA Founder’s Descendants
Visit Silver Lake Cemetery

HFBA was founded in 1888 by Barnett Freedman,
president, and other dedicated members of the
Jewish community whose names are inscribed on a
granite block at the entrance to Silver Lake Cemetery.
= e Recently, Ruth
Freedman, Barnett’s
great-granddaughter
and Scott Schleifer, his
great-great-grandson,
visited to see the
historical cemetery
their ancestor had
established and to
take pride in the
organization that HFBA
had become over the
last 130 years.




PYCCKUA JANNZKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Kak nerue Haiit morunbi 6nuskux: HFBA kaptupyer
Knag6uwe MayHT PrumoHp,

B aBrycte s10ro roga kek * nckan moruny matepu,
MOCKOJIbKY MOFJIa He 6biia oTmedeHa. OH 6poann cpeamn psipoB
65-11 cekumm Knagbuiia MayHT PrumoHg v BcTpeTun PoHeHa
Py60BCKU, OTBETCTBEHHOTO 3a KapTUPOBaHe Knagouuwa. PoHeH
[0CTan MOOUITbHBIV TeNedOoH 1 BbIBEN HA SKPaH KapTy 65-i1
ceKkUMn. 3aTem CBA3ANCA C HalLEe HOBOW 6a301 AaHHbIX, M TaKUM
06pa3om cMOr yKasaTb []>keKy MecTo NMoc/ieqHEro YNOKOEHUA ero
MaTepm.

B 371 0cobble AHW CBALLEHHbIX EBPENCKIX MPA3LHNKOB 5
npoLuy BaC BCMOMHUTb O BCEX TEX, KOO MOXOPOHWIIO Halle
EBpelickoe bnarotBoputenbHoe MoxopoHHoe Bropo. B3Hoc B $25
TbIC. 00ECMEUNT KapTMPOBAHUE NOrPebeHNIA 3a LIENbIX AECATb JIET.
A noXxepTBOBaHME B $5 TbIC. MOMOXKET COCTABUTb KAPTY LIESION
ceKkyun.

Ecsiu Bel xomesiu 661 noxxepmaosams $5 meic. usu 6osibuie
Ha KapmuposaHue yesol cekyuu Knadbuwia, noxasayticma
no3soHume 2-xe Smu Konsoy, ucnosiHumesnbHoMy oupekmopy
HFBA, no menegpoHy (212) 239-1662.

U3 apxnBos HFBA: Homep Hblo-Mopk Taimc 3a 29-e nions
1901 ropa
MoxopoHbl condama: mesio 66110 IKc2yMupos8aHo Ha QuaunNnuHax
U nocsiaHo domoli

Teno Yapnb3a Curena, KoTopbliii 6bi1 yout B MaHune 27
MapTta 1900 roga, 6bi510 HeJaBHO OTNPABIEHO AOMOV 3a
CYET roCcyapCTBa 1 CErofHA B TPY Yaca AHA MOXOPOHEHO Ha
Knapbuule Cunbeep Jlenk, CTanteH AneHg,

TonbKo Yepes HeCKONbKO Hefdesb Nocsie Toro, Kak Curen norné
1 6bin1 norpe6eH Ha PUANMIVHAX, ero HbIO-MOPKCKUNE APY3bs 1
POACTBEHHUKY Y3Hanu o ero cyabbe. OHW HacTanBanu, YToobl
Teno 6b110 nocnaHo B Hbio-Vlopk, HO He MO OMNaTUTL pacxompl
Ha 370. CaMI0311b JTaBUHCKUIA U3 eBPeicKol 61aroTBOpUTENbHON
opraHm3aunn HFBA 3anHTepecoBanca stnm cinyyaem, v B
pe3ynbTaTte NPaBUTENbCTBO OMNATUIO U3BNIEYEHE 1 MEPEBO3
Tena JOMOWN.

MoTtomkm ocHoBaTtensa EBpenickoro bnarortBopurenbHOro

MoxopoHHoro Biopo nocetunu knapg6mwe Cunbeep Jlenk
HFBA 6b1510 ocHoBaHo B 1888 rogy bapHettom OprgmaHom

— OH 6bI1 NepBbIM Npe3vgeHToM bopo, n gpyrmm

HepaBHOAYLUHbIMY YTIEHAaMUN eBPENCKOW OOLLMHDI, Ubl

MMEHa HbIHYE BbICEYEHbI HA FPaHUTHOM 6/10Ke NpY BXoge

Ha Knagoviwe Cunbsep Jleiik. HegaBHoO r-xa Pyt OpuamaH,

npaBHyuka bapHeTTa, 1 CkoTT LLnelidep, ero npanpasHyK,

MOCETUNN NCTOPUYECKOE KNafbVLLEe, OCHOBAHHOE VX MPERKOM, 1

BOCXUTUIINCb TeM, B KaKyto opraHu3aumto npespatunocb HFBA 3a

31 130 ner.

Hawa nourta
Bbidepiku u3 nucem ompedakmuposaHsl 0715 6651beli AcHoCMu u
COXpaHeHUs GHOHUMHOCMU

MeHs 30ByT Kapon I. Y moero 6pata Ha npoLusion Hegene
yMep HOBOPOXKAEHHbIN CbiH, U HFBA cMorfio momoub 6bIcTpo
1 C OFPOMHOW LLEeAPOCTbI0. Xouy NobarofapuTb Bac 1
W3BMHUTBCA 3a HeJopa3yMeHNe, MoHayasny BO3HMKLLEE Korga
BaLU MpeACTaBMTESb Nprexan 3abpatb Tes1o MiageHua. Mo 6pat
W €ro >KeHa Obl/In B rope 1 He MO MOHATb, YTO MPOVICXOAWT.
Bawwm nomoLwpb 1 3a60Ta 6eCLIEHHDI, 11 A XOUy eLLé 1 eLLé pa3
nobnaropapuTb Bac.

Bckope A cMory NprBeCTY MOIO YUYEHULLY, FOTOBALLYHOCA K
6aT-MULIBE, UTOObI OHa MoTrT1a NopaboTaTh y Bac BOJIOHTEPOM.
coobLLy Bam 3apaHee.

W ewé, s 6yay BcemM 3HAKOMbIM PACCKa3blBaTb O BaLLEN
opraHu3aumu, YTobbl OHV MOTJIM COBEPLUNTD MULIBY,
MOXXEPTBOBAB Ha Hy/ibl YCOMLLUMX.

Kspon .

Yek c noxxepTBOBaHMEM Ha Ballly paboTy Ha 6raro eBpelckon
06LWWHbI Npunaraetca. B npolwunbiii noHeaenbHUK A noceTuna
mMoruny Hekoeli Capbl [1., TOXOPOHEHHO Ha Knagbuie MayHT
PrvumoHg. Bcé 310 Bpems A nnayy 3a exkerogHbli yXO4 3a 3Town
MOTWION, KaK 3TO NPV XKM3HK genan mow otel. OH CKOHYanca B
2010 roay, 1 cHavana A NOHATNA He UMena O ToM, KTo 3Ta Capa
., 3Hana ToIbKO YTO OHa Bblna YneHoM cembm. Ball paBBUH r-H
Mnadkep n coTpyaHuK HApIo MNapBep NOMOMN He TONbKO HaNTH
moruny Capbl, HO U OTbICKaTb CBeEeHNA O Hell B BaLUKX 3anmcsxX.
Okazanocb, uto Capa I1. - Mos NpababyLuKa !

bap6apa X.

HFBA nomoraet

Cepren I ckoHuanca Bo cHe B Bo3pacte 65 net. Ceprein n ero
»eHa CBeT/laHa oba paboTanu, OH — Ha opy»KeHo pabpuke,
OHa — MefpPaboTHMKOM Ha floMy. Ho nmonyyanv oHv Mano v
MO3TOMY He MO OMMATUTb MOXOPOHbI. [ope noceLano
Cemblo 1 paHblLe: UX 24-NeTHAA A0Yb YyMepna eLlé 1o oTbe3Aa
cembi 13 YKpauHbl, @ COPOKaNIETHUIA CbiH IKOB HaXOAWICA B
60J1bHMLE, MOAKIIIOUEHHDIN K CUCTEME XKU3HeobecneyeHys nocne
aBTOMOOGWIIbHOW aBapuu, CITyYMBLLENCA rOf Ha3ag.

HFBA opraHun3oBano noxopoHbl Cepres pagom € ero WyprHOM,
ymepLmnm B 1995-m, 1 3apesepBrpoBano mecta ansa CBeTnaHbl, eé
CblHa 1 CecTpbl.

3akaH4usaemcs nemo, u npubnuxaromca 0cob6o mopxecmeeHHoie
espetickue npasdHuKu — Pow Xawana u Mom Kunyp. B smu
6ecnoKoUiHble BpeMeHa Hawu MbiC/Iu 06pawarmcs K Mosumee u
006pbIM NoXeaHuam 0718 8cex mex, Kmo noddepxusaem pabomy
HFBA, u 05151 8ce2o Mupo8020 coobujecmeaa. XKenaem 8am 300po8b#,
cyacmes, 6eaonacHocmu u Mupa.
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Sergei G. died in his sleep at the age of 65 years. Although
he and his wife Svetlana had both worked full time, Sergei
in a gun factory and Svetlana as a home health aide, their
salaries were so low that they were unable to afford a
burial. Tragedy had struck their family in the past- a

24 year-old daughter had died before their emigration
from UKkraine, and their 40 year-old son was in a
rehabilitation facility with breathing and feeding tubes
after a car accident the year before. HFBA buried Sergei
next to his brother-in-law who had been buried by HFBA
in 1995 and reserved adjoining graves for Svetlana, her
son and her sister.

Franz L. was a Holocaust survivor who brought his wife
and son from Germany to New York in 2000. Although he
had been trained as an engineer and had built machinery
in Germany, he was unable to find steady work. Franz
suffered a stroke in 2012, as a result of which the family
lost their apartment and lived homeless in a city park,
with a short stay in a small basement room, until they
received shelter from the agency Transitional Home.
Because they did not have social security numbers, this

t family fell through the cracks of the system although

. emergency Medicaid helped them with medical
treatment. When Franz died in a municipal hospital, his

i son Paul, who had been taking care of his parents and was
therefore unable to work, called HFBA. The family’s case

{ manager drove Paul and the wheelchair-bound Mrs. L. to

: the cemetery for the funeral. Rabbi Plafker was asked not
to do the ritual of kriya. Because they had so few clothes,

i they could not afford to lose a shirt for this ritual during
which the mourner’s shirt is ripped.

. Betty L., age 71, suffered from Alzheimer’s disease and

i very little was known about her in the nursing home in
which she resided, including her occupation, any family

i background or religion. HFBA staff began to investigate

i and found some records from another facility from which
we learned that Betty had a cousin, now deceased, who

i had cared for her previously. Fortunately, this cousin

: had a son, whose phone number was in the file and who
confirmed that Betty was Jewish, of Austrian and German
i descent, had grown up comfortably in Manhattan and
had been a talented, well-known illustrator of children’s

{ books. She had never married and the location of her

© parents’ graves could not be determined. HFBA buried
Betty with no one in attendance other than our rabbi and
i volunteer minyan.

i Names changed to protect confidentiality.

\.

' Save the Dates!

Sunday, November 13,2016 - 10 a.m.-12 p.m. g
Parshat Chayei Sara Community Chesed Day o
Silver Lake Cemetery, 926 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY

Join a group of dedicated volunteers to clean and clear debris from the grounds of
this sacred historic cemetery containing 13,600 graves dating back to 1892.

(Weather permitting. Up to the minute information will be posted at www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial)

For more information or to visit on another day, e-mail Andrew Parver at aparver@hebrewfreeburial.org

Sunday, November 20, 2016 ¢ 9:30 a.m.

Parshat Chayei Sara Staten Island Community Breakfast
Young Israel of Staten Island, 835 Forest Hill Road, Staten Island, NY

Guest speaker: Rabbi Mordechai Becher
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cric Goldsten, CEO, (0 hesed Shel Emet -
ofNewYorkvisis ~ HOW YOU CAN HELP

Mount Richmond REMEMBER to include HFBA in
Cemete ry your will with a bequest.

Below are excerpts from ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever
Mr. Goldstein’s CEO Gift Annuity or Charitable
message after his visit: Trust Plan. In addition to the

guaranteed income and tax
benefits, these plans ensure
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish

It's not often you go to
the funeral of a complete
stranger. Recently I did.

burial to future generations of | Jersey, please consider donating
Standing with about 15 others, [ indigent Jews will be fulfilled. i them to HFBA and receiving a tax
attended a funeral in Staten Island : deduction for your gift.
arranged by the Hebrew Free Burial CELEBRATE a simcha or :
Association, a UJA-supported agency commemorate a loss with HFBA SPONS.OR.perp,etual grave care
that ensures the neediest of Jews are cards. Cards cost $18 and can : for an indigent’s grave for $600.
cared for with dignity — even in death. include a personalized message. ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our
At the conclusion of the funeral, a CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure Mltzvah Circle” by suggesting a
cousin of the deceased assisted by the an annual yahrzeit reminder for gift to HFBA_tO your guests. The
rabbi, a HFBA employee, recited the your lost loved ones. genell‘ous C}?lld v.vho shares h is/
kaddish, in the presence of a minyan. : her simcha lln. this way receives a
But the minyan, unlike the typical INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit : framed certificate.
funeral, was not comprised primarily kaddis.h for your loved one for a VOLUNTEER with your friends,
of family members and friends. donation of $180. . classmates, fellow group

Instead, HFBA depends on volunteers

; ; members, or family at Silver Lake
o gl iebsamn busy ARRANGE for kaddish to be said y

; Cemetery Chesed Days.
lives, who regularly carve out time to for ‘Fhe eleven. month mourning g v Y
attend strangers’ funerals so they may period following a death of a . GET INVOLVED as a professional
be buried in accordance with Jewish relative or friend for a donation | with HFBA by donating your
tradition. of $360. : expertise and skills in an area
i that can help us.

As those benefitted can never express DONATE unused graves. If the : P
their thanks, I take this opportunity graves are not part of a burial : DONATE your property, used
on behalf of our community to thank society or family plot and are i vehicle or boat and receive a
HFBA for their heroic and holy work. located in New York or New i generous tax donation.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower East Side Herbert Block Paul H. Nagelberg THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
by a group of philanthropic and community- Andrew Feinman Yitzhak Pastreich ) . . .
minded Jews who were committed to burying Richard Fishman Daniel A. Pilarski IR;irr;?eedSspUmus, ZU e G I

S - B I . . y Spencer and Worth, Ltd.

their indigent dead according to Jewish tradition, Charles M. Greinsky Shari Safra
rather than having them buried in a mass grave Gary Katz Minna Monte Seitelman 125 Maiden Lane, Unit 5B
in City Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has in- Paul Lowenthal Rabbi Dr. Henry Sheinkopf New York, NY 10038
terred over 65,000 Jews in Robert Mendeles Norman Weisman Phone: (212) 239-1662 « Fax: (212) 239-1981
its two cemeteries. HFBA is \’/ info@hebrewfreeburial.org
also committed to retriev- \ CHAR”Y RABBINIC ADVISOR CEMETERY CHAPLAIN www.hebrewfreeburial.org
ing the identities of those NAVIGATOR Rabbi Elchonon Zohn  Rabbi Shmuel Plafker www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial
interred and is attempting
to provide a gravestone for ‘ * ok Kk EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UJA()Federatlon
each unmarked grave. Four Star Charity Amy Koplow of New York




