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This year, with the belief that every Jew deserves a dignified burial in kever Yisrael,
HFBA launched the Mount Richmond Cemetery Mapping Project. The mapping helps What the
visitors find the graves of family and friends with ease. Even more urgent, however, Mount Richmond
it helps us ensure that no Jew is lost, that we account for each one of our people. Cemetery
Mapping Project

Here’s the story of one elderly Jewish woman, lost and then recovered Can Accomplish

after a decade, thanks to this project.

1. Pinpointing the exact
location of each grave
- making it much
easier for visitors;

Marion and Sylvia G. lived
together in Manhattan. Marion,
the younger sister, cared for
Sylvia who was suffering from
dementia. But Marion, herself,
was dying from cancer. She was
admitted to hospice care and
Sylvia was sent to a nursing
home. Sylvia was 84.

2. Digitalization and
verification of our
records;

3. Identifying available
plots for a far more

: efficient use of

Aerial view of Mount Richmond Cemetery cemetery space

and significant cost

savings; and

Marion passed away in July
2006 and hospice asked us to
bury her. When we learned that
Marion had an elderly sister; we reserved the adjacent grave for Sylvia.

Ten years passed. This summer we mapped section 70, where Marion is buried. We
noticed Sylvia’s plot and wondered what had become of her; it didn’t seem likely that she
was still alive, a decade later. We called Sylvia’s social worker and nursing home. They had

4. Finding unmarked
graves and ensuring

no record of her. We checked the Hart Island/City Cemetery website — and there she was. HeER s bl.mals
) . : are appropriately
Sylvia had died only a month after her sister.
remembered.

The Public Administrator had known the case of the G. sisters; we had worked with their

office when Marion passed away. They should have notified us of Sylvia’s death and told the morgue to release her to us.
They didn’t, however. Nor did they let anyone know that we had arranged to bury Sylvia. Since her body seemed to be
unclaimed, the morgue sent Sylvia to City Cemetery six weeks after she passed away. Managed by the NYC Correction
Department, City Cemetery is a mass burial ground: 15 in a grave, 3 burials deep.

Once we learned of Sylvia’s fate, we arranged for her body to be disinterred from City Cemetery and laid to rest next to
her sister. Ten years after her death, Sylvia was finally where she belonged.

Your help is urgently needed to complete Mount Richmond’s mapping project. The cost to survey and catalog each

section is $5,000. A gift of $25,000 would cover the cost of mapping an entire decade of burials.




THANK YOU TO...

..the following school groups

* ASHAR

¢ HAFTR High School

e Hebrew Academy of Nassau County

e Ma'ayanot Yeshiva High School for Girls

e Rambam Mesivta

» Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North Jersey

» Solomon Schechter School of Queens

* Solomon Schechter School of Westchester High School
e Stella K. Abraham High School for Girls

Ma’'ayanot
Yeshiva High
8 School for
. Girls

¢ The Frisch School LAFTR
High School
...and Chesed Day volunteers
e Oheb Shalom gt T
Congregation i
Men’s Club

e Forest Hills Jewish
Center Men'’s Club
¢ Brooklyn Brandeis

Society

Chesed Day
volunteers

for helping to clean and clear debris at Silver Lake Cemetery!

Annual Young Leadership Event
is Great Success!

On Thursday night, November 17th, 50 young adults came together
to socialize, enjoy the delicious pairings of wines and cheeses
from Montefiore Winery and The Cheese
Guy and appreciate the art and music of
Betzalel Cadena & Laurance Rassin. In a
fun, convivial atmosphere, they, as “young
leaders” were also eager to learn what they
can do to support HFBA's important work.
Ari Schwartz-Weitz, a new member of the
HFBA Young Leadership Board, spoke
about his newfound passion for HFBA and
announced the launch of a yearlong campaign to raise $10,000 from the young leadership
community. A great time was had by all!

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is
the only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation,
receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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Paula T. was developmentally disabled and lived in a
facility for many years. She had no family.

When Paula died in a hospital at the age of 62, her

body was sent to the Medical Examiner. The Public
Administrator’s office “forgot” about her and only realized
two months later that she had still not been buried. They
called HFBA and we quickly arranged for burial with the
volunteer minyan present. Although all relevant prayers
were recited, it was not possible to deliver a meaningful
eulogy as little was known about her life.

The G. family was known to HFBA since 1997 when
Mikhail G. had called to have his wife buried by us after
having lived in the United States for only five years.
Subsequently, his sister; Olga, arranged the burial of her
only child, dead from cancer at the age of 54 and then
called us to bury Mikhail. In none of these cases was there
any family money available for the burials.

Staten Island
Community
Breakfast

The annual Community Breakfast
took place on Sunday, November 20,
2016 at the Young Israel of Staten
Island. Over 140 people came to
support HFBA and hear from guest
speaker Rabbi Mordechai Becher.

We are especially appreciative of the
dedication of the neighbors of HFBA's
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Pictured (I to r): Andrew Parver, Director of
Operations; Andrew Feinman, Board member;
Rabbi Mordechai Becher; Amy Koplow, Executive
Director; Paul Nagelberg, President;

Rabbi Shmuel Plafker, Cemetery Chaplain;

Scott Diamond, breakfast chair; Charles Greinsky,
Board member; Mark Seitelman, Secretary of
Capitol Funeral Service of NY.

Hebrew
co firial

Olga herself had lived for many years in a nursing home
in Queens. She was born in Moldova, in the FSU and came
to New York 25 years ago. We learned from the nursing
home staff that Olga, mentally alert and physically active,
was loved and respected by everyone with whom she
interacted, staff and residents alike.

Sadly, there were no family members at her burial. Her
only survivors were a second cousin who was recovering
from heart surgery and a nephew in Israel who sent a
eulogy about his aunt. Rabbi Plafker included the eulogy
at Olga’s funeral, attended by HFBA's volunteer minyan.

Abbie P. was born with Down syndrome and was

institutionalized and denied by her family soon after birth.
She spent many years living in the infamous Willowbrook
State School in Staten Island. When that institution was
closed in 1987, she was transferred to a group home

for people similarly disabled. The staff of the home
described her as a “pleasant individual who liked people
and enjoyed everyday life” Upon her death at the age of
62, HFBA conducted Abbie’s funeral with her roommate,
another friend and two staff members from her group
home in attendance.

Names changed to protect confidentiality.
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PYCCKUA JANNZKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Kaxkppbii eBpei LieHeH - cocTaB/ieHne KapTbl Knagouiwa MayHT
PuumoHnp,

Balua nomoLLb TpebyeTca CPOYHO AJ1s 3aBepLUEHNA KaPTUPOBaHMS
Knagbuwwa MayHT Puumora. CtommocTb 06cieaoBaHnA 1
KaTanornsawuum oaHoun cekumn Knaaouila coctasnaet 5,000
LONNapoB..

KapTupoBaHue kKnagbuila No3BoAUT MOCETUTENSAM flerye HanTu
MOT Wbl POAHDBIX 1 6/IN3KUX. DTO TaKXKe MOMOXET obecrneymnTb
KaXk[oro eBpes AOCTOMHbIMU MOXOPOHAMUN Ha EBPENCKOM KiabauLue
1 MOMOXET y4eCTb KaXoro, Kak 310 cilyumnoch ¢ Cnnbsuen
I™*. BHauane ee MOXOPOHWUM Ha FOPOACKOM KagbuLLe BMECTO
3ape3epBrPOBaHHOI MOTUbI Ha Knagbue MayHT PuumoHg
pPAAOM c ee cecTport MaproH. 3TM NIeTOM Mbl COCTaBUIN KapTy
cekumn 70, rae oecatb NeT TOMy Ha3ag 6bina NoxopoHeHa MapuoH
™. Mbl 06paTWIN BHUMAHME Ha NMYCTO YYacToK PALOM C MOTVIION,
KoTOpbIN 6bIn 3ape3epBrpoBaH ansa Cunbaun. Mbl yamBunmncs n
3aUHTepecoBanncb TeM, YTo CTanocb ¢ CunbBurel, MOCKOSbKY OHa
6bina cTaple MaproH 1 CTpafana cTapyeckorn AeMeHLMen B To
Bpems, Koraa ckoHyanacb MapuroH. Okasanocb, 4to CunbBus Obina
o owmbKe NOXOPOHEHA HA FOPOLACKOM Knaabuile ana 6efHAKOB
(Ha ocTpoBe XapT), Bcero yepes mecsL, nocne cMmepTy cecTpbl. Mbl
OpraHu130Bany N3BieyYeHne ee TeNa C FOPOACKOro Knagouiua 1
YNOKOeHMe Ha Knagovie MayHT PUuMoHS, pAAOM C CecTpoil. Takum
obpa3om, NycTb 1 Yepes aecATb net, Ho CunbBuA Obina HaKoHeL-TO
cpeaun CBOUX.

HFBA nomoraer

Mona T* 6blna yMCTBEHHO OTCTaNOM U XWa MHOTO JIET B
cneuzasefeHui. Y Hee He 6b1s1o cemb. Korpa B Bo3pacTe 62-x et
OHa CKOHYanacb, ee Teno 6bi10 NepefaHo CyAMEASKCNEPTY MO JIMHWN
roOpOACKOro agMMHUCTPaTopa. 3To yupexaeHue «3abbino» o Mone
1 TONbKO [1Ba MecALa CrycTA 3a6ecnoKonnoch, Yto Teno Ao CUX Nop
He norpeb6eHo. MNMocnegosan 380HOK B HFBA, 11 Haluv coTpyaHMKN
onepaTUBHO OpraHN30Banu norpebeHrie ¢ yyactem MUHbAHA U3
[O6POBOSbLEB. Bce HyXKHble MONMTBbI BblNM MPOV3HECEHDI, XOTA
6b1710 TPYAHO NOCBATUTL MaHErMPUK creLunanbHo MNone, NocKonbKy
OYeHb Masio BblNO U3BECTHO O ee XM3HU.

B HFBA BnepBble y3Hanu o cembe * B 1997 rogy, korga Muxawn
I. N03BOHMI HaM, YUTOObI OPraHN30BaTb MOXOPOHbI CBOEN XKEHbI,
yMepLLen CryCTA BCEro NATb NIeT No npvesge B AMepuky. [Nozxe
cectpa Muxanna, Onbra, opraH13oBasna NOXOPOHbl CBOErO
€[VHCTBEHHOTO CbiHa, yMepPLLEro OT paka B 54 roga. A elle yepes
HekoTopoe Bpems Onbra XopoHuna ceoero bpata Muxauna. Bo Bcex

3TUX CNyYaAxX ceMbA HE MOIT1a Aake YaCTUYHO ONNaTUTb NOXOPOHbI.
* UMeHa u3mMeHeHb!

Bawm ncropum

B Haweli ceHMAGPbCKOU 31eKMPOHHOU paccbliike Mbl NPOCUSIU 8aC
noodesumMsbCA C8OUMU UCMopuAMU 0 mom, kak HFBA noenusano Ha
84cC unu 8awiux 61U3KuUX. Huxe Mbl npugoOUM HECKOJTbKO pacckasos,
0mMpedakmupo8aHHbIX 0/19 Kpamkocmu u 6os1beli ACHOCMu.

Mow poanTenu 6binm fonroe Bpems B pa3Bofe, HO MO MaTb
3Hana, rge HaxoAMTCA marasvH Moero oTua. Korga oHa yenaena,

YTO Mara3uH 3aKpbIT Y>Ke HECKONbKO Hel, TO Monpocuia MeHs
BbIAAICHWTb, B YeM Aeso. 1 norosopuna ¢ BagesibLamm cCocegHmX
6113HECOB, MOKA KTO-TO HE NOCOBETOBAS 0OPATUTLCS B NMONLIENCKNIA
yyacTok. Tak A y3Hana, YTo Mol oTeL, CKOHYasCA 1 Bbl1 MOXOPOHEH B
6e3bIMAHHOI MOTUNE HA FOPOACKOM KnagbvLe ana 6eHsKOB.

TO MyYMIIO MeHs, U A, paboTaloLLas MaTb-0AMHOYKa, CTana
BbIACHATb AOCTYMNHblEe MHE BapuaHTbl AeNcTBUI. [Tonnuenckme
paccka3anu mHe o EBperickom bnarotBoputenibHom [ToXopoHHOM
Bropo (HFBA), 0 KOTOPOM A1 10 3TOrO HUYero He 3Hana. Korga A
no3BoHWNa 1 coobLymna BCto Tpebyemyio nHpopmaumio, HFBA
[OCTano pa3speLleHuns, HeobXoayMble 1A SKCryMaLMmM Ha FOPOLCKOM
Kragbuie 1 nepe3axopoHeHNA Ha Klagbulle, MprHagneXKallem
HFBA. CoTpyAHVKIM N03a60TnnncL 060 BCem, 1 BCe 6bIo chenaHo no
CHVPKEHHOW LieHe. B 3Tux y>kacHbix obctoaTenbcteax HFBA 6bino ans
MeHs KaK NpobnecK ceeTa.

BynbTe 6narocnioBeHHbl

Mapnen []. bepmmat, Jloc AHxcenec

Mos aBolopofHas cecTpa NpoXuna TPYAHY!o »Kn3Hb. Ee pogutenn
MMMUrpUpOoBanu B AMepurKy 1 Tpebosanu, 4Tobbl OHa 3aboTunach
O HUMX B CTapocTu. YTO OHa 1 Aenana, LleHoWN CBOeN JINYHOW XN3HU U
300pOBbA. He BbliLwia 3amy, He 3aBena feTel, Bcerga Xwia ogHa.
MpopaboTas cekpeTapLLei y NapTHEPa KPYMNHOW opranYecKon
$UpMBbI, OHa BbILLIA Ha MEHCHIO M CMOTIa HaKOHeL OCYLLIEeCTBUTD
MeuTy BCeW XM3HW: MOWTN yunTbCA B Konneax. OHa nonyumna
cTeneHb 6akanaspa No aHINIACKON NUTepaType, 3aTeM CTEMNEHb
MarucTpa no rpeyeckon Mndonormu.

Kn3Hb ee 6bina NosiHa NOTepb 1 OTHIOAL He MUGONOrMYECKIX
TpareAuin, 1 NOCTENEHHO 3TO CTasIo CKa3blBaTbCA Ha ee 340POBbe.
Co BpemeHeMm, Korfa CTano ACHO, YTO OHA He MOXET »KUTb OfHa,
cecTpy nepeBenu B JOM ANA NpecTapeblx, OrniayrBaeMbli Yepes
nporpammy Meaukeng. Korga oHa CKoH4Yanach, Hac Cnpocuv o
KaKMx-nmbo nnaHax, KacarwLLmxca NoOXOpoH. K coxaneHuio y Hac
He 6bII0 HX NNAHOB, HX CPeACTB. Toraa coumanbHbIi PabOTHMK
NPeasIoXMN Ham CBA3aTbCA ¢ EBpelicknm bnaroTBoputenbHbIM
MNMoxopoHHbIM Bropo. HFBA opraHn3oBano NoXopoHbl CeCTpbl MO
eBpelickomy o6paAay. [1nA ee NOKOMHOro oTLa, OPTOA0KCa/IbHOrO
eBpes, 370 6bl/10 6bl HEMMOBEPHO BaXKHO.

HFBA Take CBA3anocb ¢ NnemMaHHUKOM U fBOOPOAHBIM 6paTom
CecTpbl, M OAMH U3 HX CMOF NPMEXaTb Ha MOXOPOHbI YTOObI
NnoKa3saTb, YTO 1 B KOHLIE XKM3HW CeMbA He NoKuHyna ee. HFBA
caenano BCé BO3MOXKHOE, UToObl 3TOro He ciyunnocb. Mbl Bcerga
6ynem 6narofjapHbl 3a Ballly LeAPOCTb U JOOPOTY.

A-pJlopu Kycnancku

Meo1 6nazo0apum ece WKObHbIE 2pyNNbl U 8CeX HAWUX
0o6poeosibyes, npuxoousUIUX JIeMOM, OCEHbIO U 8
opzaHu3yembili HFBA 8 2016 200y oceHHuli 0eHb Musiocepous K
yconwium Ha Hawe knad6uwie Cunoeep Jlelik, 0na pacqucmiu
3apocneli u y6opku mycopa.

Cyacmnueoli Bam Xanyku ! XKenaem ecem, kmo noddepxueaem
HFBA, npa30HuKka, HanoJiHeHHo020 padocmelo u ceemom !
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Your Stories

The HFBA September e-News asked our supporters
to “tell us your stories” about how HFBA affected
you or a loved one. Below are several accounts
which have been edited for brevity and clarity.

My parents were divorced for a long while, but mom
knew where dad’s business was. After a few days of

to many neighboring business owners and finally one
suggested that I try the neighborhood police precinct.
Soon I learned that my father had died and was buried
as an indigent in potter’s field.

This tortured my soul, so as a young single working
mother I started to research my options. The detectives
told me about HFBA of which I had absolutely no
knowledge. After calling to give all the required
information, HFBA arranged for the permits required
for the disinterment at potter’s field and the reburial
at the HFBA cemetery. They took care of it all and at
discounted fees. Under these awful circumstances, they
became my rainbow.

G-d bless this organization.

Marlene J. Bertman
Los Angeles

A second cousin of ours lived a challenged life. Her
immigrant parents relied on her to keep them going.

She did so, at the cost of her own freedom and well-being.
She never married nor had children and always lived
alone. After retiring as a legal secretary to a top-notch
law partner, she fulfilled a lifelong dream of going to
college. She achieved a B.A. in English Literature and a
Master’s degree focused on Greek Mythology. However,
her life posed too much tragedy and loss for one person,
and it took its toll.

The time came when it became apparent that she could
no longer live alone. Her resources dwindled and no one
could care for her, so she was transferred to a nursing
home paid for by Medicaid.

When she died, we were notified and asked about her final

arrangements. Sadly, there were none and no resources.
i Asocial worker at the nursing home suggested we contact

the Hebrew Free Burial Association and we did. We

arranged her funeral so she would have a proper Jewish

¢ burial, which would have meant the world to her Orthodox
father. Her surviving nephew and cousin were contacted
seeing a closed store, she asked me to investigate. I spoke and gne _was able to attend the funeral to ShOW_ her thgt her
i family did not abandon her at the end. And neither did the
HFBA. We will be forever grateful for your generosity and

i mercy.

Dr. Laurie Kuslansky

My mother thought all her funeral costs would be covered
i since she paid monthly to a place that promised her so.

When she passed, I called the phone number on the policy.
They told me just a small amount would be paid by them.

I was frantic since I did not have any money to pay the

remainder. I called Hebrew Free Burial and spoke to a

wonderful woman named Mrs. Stein, coincidentally also my

mother’s name. Mrs. Stein worked throughout the night to
make the arrangements. She arranged for a rabbi, a casket,

and a gravesite. | was amazed and extremely grateful.

This organization is wonderful. What a mitzvah to do this

for those of us who cannot afford a proper burial
i and service for our loved ones!

{ Anonymous

My husband and I talked about funerals we had attended

many times. We both said we wanted simple services, plain

i pine caskets and as little pomp as there could be. When he
passed away,  was astounded by the cost!! Charges upon

i charges kept being added on to the bill and I wondered

© how people less fortunate than I could afford to bury a
loved one. Plan A turned into Plan A++++ before you could

take a breath. That was when 1 first contributed to the

Hebrew Free Burial Association and will continue to do so.
A Jew should be able to be buried according to his tradition.

i Anonymous

We want to hear your stories too! Please send them to: stories@hebrewfreeburial.org
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HAPPY
CHANUKAH!

Wishing our community of
HFBA supporters a holiday
Filled with light and joy!

Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a . DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. . aburial society or family plot and are located in New
. York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed

income and tax benefits, these plans ensure SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future for $600.
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a
framed certificate.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include

a personalized message. 5
: VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at Silver
Lake Cemetery Chesed Days.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area
that can help us.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit
kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for

the eleven month mourning period AL “,? :. 88 DONATE your property, used vehicle
ﬂ"ﬁ' "--"

following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

or boat and receive a generous tax
donation.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY

formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower East Side Herbert Block Paul H. Nagelberg THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
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minded Jews who were committed to burying Richard Fishman Daniel A. Pilarski Printed by Spencer and Worth, Ltd

their indigent dead according to Jewish tradition, Charles M. Greinsky Shari Safra T

rather than having them buried in a mass grave Gary Katz Minna Monte Seitelman 125 Maiden Lane, Unit 5B
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