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Levaya: Escorting the Dead

A Reflection On Our Customs

These are the things whose fruits we eat in this world,
but whose full reward awaits us in the World to Come...
accompanying the dead (Talmud tractate Shabbat
127a).

There is no Hebrew word for “funeral.” The Hebrew word
levaya means to accompany the dead on their
last journey. We accompany the dead to their

final resting place, just as we walk a beloved
visitor to the door as we say good-bye.

How do we properly escort the dead? Our
traditions guide us. These ancient Jewish
rituals teach us about death - and how
we can best live our lives.

The Bible tells us that even one who has
been executed for a crime must be buried by
nightfall (Deuteronomy 21:22). We show respect
to the body, even after the soul has left it.

All too often, an elderly person passes away in a nursing
home or hospital, without next-of-kin. The resulting
paperwork and bureaucracy can be overwhelming.

The Public Administrator or Medical Examiner must
authorize HFBA to claim and bury the body. This can
take weeks, even months.

Judaism respects both the body and the soul. Cremation
is anathema in our tradition. We return the body to its
Creator.

Sometimes, family members choose cremation, simply
because it is cheaper — or because they are apathetic. .
HFBA steps in and offers burial at reduced cost or free of

Before burial, the body is washed and immersed in a
mikvah, a ritual bath. We physically clean the body. Since

: the body is lent to each us, we clean it before returning

it to its Owner. We also purify the body;, spiritually, to
symbolize a cleansing of impurity and sin. This ritual is
called a tahara.

HFBA performs a tahara before each burial

at Mount Richmond Cemetery. Several

years ago, we built a specially designed
facility at Mount Richmond for this
purpose.

After cleansing, the body is wrapped in

the traditional shrouds, tachrichim. The
shrouds have no pockets, to remind us
that we can take nothing with us - except
our deeds. The same is true for the casket: a

simple pine box. The idea behind these customs

is very ancient, dating back to the second century C.E.
Rabbi Gamliel asked to be buried in the simplest wrap,
demonstrating that all Jews are equal in death.

HFBA buries the poor with the same dignity and
respect that every Jew deserves. Each year, nearly 400
individuals — many very old, some just infants — are
buried at Mount Richmond Cemetery.

According to custom, some soil from Israel is placed in

: the shroud or underneath the head. For hundreds of

i years, pilgrims would bring back soil from their trips to
the Holy Land for this purpose. This small act symbolizes
i the Jewish eternal love for its ancestral homeland.

charge. This is our commitment to every indigent Jew. continued on page 2

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is
the only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation,
receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



' i traditional Kel-maleh prayer is chanted. Those at
L evay QA continuedtrom page i graveside shovel earth onto the coffin until it is completely
A funeral service may be held in a chapel or at graveside. covered. This is part of the “levaya,” accompanying the
Family members and friends are encouraged to speak i dead to their final resting place.

about their loved one. Some people ask forgiveness for

any offense they may have caused. Volunteers from Staten Island and New Jersey make

i up HFBA's minyan, when there are no friends or family
At Mount Richmond Cemetery, Rabbi Shmuel Plafker, i present. They participate in this last act of kindness for
HFBA'’s chaplain encourages friends and family to i the deceased.

recount their memories and express their sorrow. He 5

conducts nearly 400 graveside funerals each year. AtHFBA, no one is buried alone. No one goes anony-

¢ mously into the grave. We accompany and remember each
A minyan is present as the kaddish is recited and the i individual Jew; that is our sacred mission.

Dear Friend:

Thank you so much for your support. Your contribution makes it possible for us to bury every Jew
with dignity and in accordance with our tradition. You make possible each one of these steps, as we
say our final farewells to those who have passed away. These good deeds are your good deeds!

If you would learn more about Jewish funeral traditions — or to visit Mount Richmond Cemetery
and learn more about our work — please contact me at: akoplow@hebrewfreeburial.org.

HFBA Second Annual Bergen County Communlty Breakfast

,H..h

HFBA's Bergen County Community Breakfast, held on April 23
at Congregation Beth Aaron in Teaneck, attracted 150 people

to support the work of HFBA and to honor HFBA's Director of
Operations, Andrew Parver. In 2004, Andrew took a summer job
with HFBA after his first year at Yeshiva University, and quickly
became an essential part of the HFBA staff, recently becoming

a licensed funeral director. He lives in New Milford, NJ with his
wife and three children.
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Guest speaker Rabbi Mordechai Willig spoke

about the mitzvah of chesed shel emet, the L to R: HFBA Board members, Robert Mendeles, Daniel
essence of HFBA's mission. Pilarski, Richard Fishman; Amy Koplow, Executive Director;

. Paul Nagelberg, HFBA President; Andrew Parver, Director of
Rabbi Mordechai Willig, guest speaker Operations; Bryan Alter, breakfast co-chair.

Thank you to the student volunteers from the Following schools
For helping to clean and clear Silver Lake Cemetery

The Frisch School o ‘2:1 [+

of Bergen County

......................................... R -
Torah Academy e %A:.“
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Carol and Ben had been devoted to each other during a
childless 47-year marriage. A decade ago, Ben suffered

a stroke which left him permanently disabled. At the age
of 84, Ben died and Carol called her nephew Saul, her next
of kin, to inform him of Ben'’s death. At the time, Carol
herself was ill and was distressed because the couple

had no burial plots nor money to purchase them. She

was panicked that she could not afford a burial for her
husband. Suddenly, two weeks later, with Ben’s body still
unburied, Carol died. Although Saul had not been close to

his aunt and uncle, he authorized the burials, and husband

and wife were interred side by side in HFBA's Mount
Richmond Cemetery.

Marcus, 71 years old when he died, had immigrated to
the United States from the former Soviet Union 30 years
ago. His body was unclaimed in the Kings County morgue
for two months before his estranged daughter;, Fran, sent
notarized letters to both Coney Island Hospital and the
Medical Examiner requesting burial in city cemetery. A
rabbi intervened and Fran agreed to let HFBA arrange a
Jewish funeral for her father. Although she maintained

that Marcus was a “wheeler-dealer;” and owned properties

in Brooklyn, his health care agent was finally located
and she insisted there was no money to bury him. HFBA
buried Marcus with only the HFBA volunteer minyan in
attendance.

Howard passed away at the age of 70 after residing

in an assisted living facility for ten years. In college,

H.L.and ET.

Edited excerpts of letters to HFBA.
Names have been changed to
protect confidentiality. T.H.

Howard became mentally ill and received a diagnosis of
schizophrenia. He came to terms with his condition and
openly spoke about how he coped with the voices only he
could hear. He enjoyed long, solitary walks and reading
the newspaper, was friendly to his neighbors, but quiet
and reserved. Although Howard had two sisters and a
brother, he had lost contact with them. No one attended
Howard'’s burial.

Michelle was born in 1929 in France from which she and
her family fled in 1941. She graduated college, earned a
doctorate in psychology, married and divorced. Michelle
had a professional practice but had to stop working
because of severe health problems. She had no family

left after her mother died. Although her mother had left
her an inheritance, the funds were stolen and Michelle
had to survive on her small SSI allowance. Horrifically,
Michelle died in a fire, started when she fell asleep with a
lit cigarette.

Rabbi Plafker performed the funeral with no one else to
mourn Michelle’s passing.

r R
As of the end of May, HFBA buried
175 people, 15 more than we did in the
first five months of the previous year.
We averted 11 cremations and buried
14 people who otherwise would have
been buried anonymously in city cemetery.

Two married couples were buried side
by side in the last nine months.

We would very much like to thank you and Rabbi Plafker. The levaya (funeral) was
simple, dignified and very much in keeping with Jane’s sensibilities. The rabbi and the
Staten Islanders who showed up to make the minyan, were sensitive and respectful.
We are profoundly grateful to you for the work of chesed shel emet that you do.

My name is Terri and seven years ago you helped me bury my brother Seth. I can never
thank you enough. I live in Florida and my late brother lived in New York. I was in no
position to bury him and with your help he got a Jewish burial and I was able to hear
the entire service over the phone. I will forever be grateful. G-d bless your wonderful
organization. Thank you for everything.
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JleBayis1: NPOBOABI yCONMIIHUX

H som u3 des, n100bl KOMOPbIX Mbl BKYWAECM 8 3MOM MUPE,

HO no/Hast Hazpada 3a Komopble

noJioxceHa 8 mupe epsadyujem: nposodslt yconwux (Tanmyn, Tpak-
Tat llla66art 127a)

B uBpuTe HeT c/10Ba «I10XOPOHEBI». C10BO JIeBalsl HA UBpUTE
03HayaeT CONPOBOXAATb YCONLIUX B NOCJeAHUH NyTb. Mbl Ipo-
BOXKaeM yMEePIIUX B MECTO UX YCIIOKOEHHUs TaK, 6yATO BeZEM
JlOpOTroro rocTA K JiBepH Nepeji TeM Kak nonpoumarbcd. Kak 3To
noJiaraeTcsd AesaTtb? Hamu Tpagunuu yyat Hac. 9TH JpeBHUE
eBpelicKHe 00ps1/ibl IOMOTralT HaM IOHATb CMEPTh U TO, KaK
MOJIHEE NTPOKUTh HaUly KU3Hb.

Topa roBopHT, 4TO Jake Ka3HEHHbBIE 3a TAXKKHE [IPeCTyILIe-
HUS JI0/KHbBI ObITh IOXOPOHEHDI 10 HAaCTyNJieHusl Houu (BTopo-
3akoHMe 21:22). Mbl oka3blBaeM yBaxkeHue TeJly AaxKe KOrja
JAyla y>Ke NOKUHyJIa ero. Uyaansm npenucelBaeT 0Ka3blBaTh
yBaXKeHHUe U TeJly, U Aylle. HanpuMep, kpeManus ujeT M0JIHO-
CTbI0 Bpa3pes Hallled Tpaguuuu. Mbl 0/KHBI BEDHYTh TeJI0
Tomy, KTo ero cozzaJ.

[lepes norpe6eHueM Tesio 06MbIBAIOT U NOTPY>KAIOT B MUKBY
— He6oJIbILIOK 6acceliH /11 pUTyaIbHOr0 OMOBeHUs. [10CKOJIb-
Ky TeJIO JaHO KaK Obl B3alMbl KaXK/10My U3 Hac, Mbl GU3UYECKU
O4YMILIAeM ero nepes TeM, Kak BepHyTb TBopLy. MbI Takxe
OYHIAeM TeJI0 JYXOBHO, CHMBOJIU3UPYS U36aBJEHHE OT rpexa
Y HEYUCTOTBL. ITa 4acCTb 06ps/ia Ha3blBaeTCs Taxapa.

[Tocse oMoBeHUA Tes10 3aBOPAYUBAIOT B TPAAULMOHHOE I10-
KpbIBaJIO, TAXPUXHUM. Y 3TOT0 KyCKa TKaHU HET KapMaHOB, YTO
HallOMUHAeT HaM O TOM, YTO Mbl HUYEro He MOXeM B34Tb C CO-
601 3a UCK/IIOUeHHEM HalllUX NOCTYNKOB. To ke OTHOCUTCSA U K
rpo6y: 3TO NPOCTOH JlepeBsAHHBIN AUK. ITH 06bIYaU IPEBHUE,
OHH BOCXOJAT KaK MMHUMYM KO BTOPOMY BeKy Halllei apbl. Tak
Pa66u ['aMiM3/1b NPOCKJ TIOXOPOHUTD €r0, 3aBEPHYB B caMoe
00BbIYHOE [T0JIOTHO, ITUM NOAYEPKUBAs], YTO BCe eBPeU PaBHBI
nepes, JIUILOM CMEpPTH.

CorsiacHO TpaguL Y, HEMHOT0 3eMJIM U3 U3paunis KjaagyT
B [TIOKPBIBAJIO MJIM MO, FOJIOBY ycomiero. MHOrve Beka eB-
pelickue NaJIOMHUKHA IPUHOCUIN UMEHHO AJI51 3STOT0 YaCTHULbI
3eMJIM U3 CBOUX Moe3/10K B CTpaHy O6eTOBaHHYI0. JTOT 06bIYal
CUMBOJIM3UPYeT BEUHYIO JII0O0Bb eBpeeB K CTPaHe NPeJKOB.

[Torpe6asibHast cay»x6a NPOBOAUTCS JIMOO B CHHATOTE,

JI160 psAAOM ¢ MOruJoi. O4eHb >Kke/laTeIbHO, YTOOBI IpY3bs U
6JIM3KHe paccKasaJ/iv 0 )KM3HU U Jiesiax yconuiero. Hekotopele
MPOCAT NPOLIEeHUs 3a HAaHECEHHbIe 00M/ibl. Bo BpeMs uTeHUs
Kaoduwa v TpaAuLOHHON MOJIUTBBI I-/1b Masie 06513aTeIbHO
INPUCYTCTBYeT MUHbSAH (110 MEHbLIEN Mepe [JecATb MyXK4HH). 3a-
TeM NPUCYTCTBYIOIIHE C MOMOLIbIO JIONAT 3a6pachlBalOT IPoo,
IIOKa ero He CTaHeT BUJHO. Bce 3To - 4acTs s1e8aiis, conpoBo-
YKJleHUs YCOIUIMX K MeCTY UX N0CJIeJHET0 yCIIOKOEHHUS.

B HFBA, HUKTO He GbIBaeT MOXOPOHEH OJUHOKUM. HUKTO He
YXOAUT B MUDP HHOW 6€3bIMAHHBIM. Mbl CONPOBOXK/jaeM U NIOM-
HUM KaX/I0T0 OTZeJIbHOT'0 eBpes, B 3TOM CBsILLileHHasA MUCCUS
HFBA (EBpetickoro biarorBoputesnbHoro [loxopoHHoro Bropo).

HFBA nomoraet

- Mapkyc, CKOHYaBIIMICSA B Bo3pacTe 71 roga, UMMUIPUPO-
BaJ1 B CIIIA u3 6n1Bi1ero Cosetckoro Cor3sa 30 JjieT Hasaz. B
TedyeHHe [IBYX MecsAleB HUKTO He 3ab1paJl ero TeJio U3 Mopra
rpadcrBa Kunrc (Bpyksaun). Hakorer ero foub ®paH, faBHO
He ob1aBuasacsa ¢ MapkycoM, [1ocJjiaja 3aBepeHHble McbMa
B 60s1bHULYY KoHu AllJIeH M TOPOACKOMY NaTaJ0r0aHaTOMYy,
1pocs paspelleHus] IOXOPOHUTb MapKyca Ha 06111eCTBEHHOM
ropozickoM kiaza6uuie. [locae BMeliaTenbcTBa paBBUHA PpaH
corylacuiack no3BoauTb HFBA opranusoBaTs AJia eé oTLa
eBpelickre NoxopoHbl. PpeH BHayaJsle yTBePKJaa, 4YTO eé OTell
- «JleJiel», M Y YTO Y HEro HECKOJIbKO BJ1aJieHUH B BpykinHe. Ho
JAylienprkasyuna Mapkyca, ynoJiHoOMO4YeHHasa peliaTb BOIPo-
Chbl, CBSI3aHHbIE C MeJAULIMHOH, 3as1BUJIA, YTO JleHeT Ha I0XOPOHBI
HeT. HFBA onsiaTH/10 MOXOPOHBI, HA KOTOPBIX MPUCYTCTBOBAJ
MUHbSAH A3 HALlUKUX BOJIOHTEPOB.

- Muuess poaunack B 1929 roay Bo @paHuuy, oTKyzaa eé
ceMbs 6exasa B 1941-M. B Amepurke Muuiesib 3aKkoH4YM/Ia
KOJIJIe/IK, 3alllUTHUJIA JUCCePTALMIO 110 ICUXO0JIOTHUH, BbILLIA
3aMy’K, pa3BeJsiachb. Y Heé Obljla COGCTBEHHAs MPAaKTHUKa, HO el
HNPUIIJIOCh IPEKPATUTh PaboTaTh U3-3a CEPbE3HBIX PO6IEM
co 3popoBbeM. [locsie cmepTH MaTepu y Mulesib He 0CTaloCh
HUKOI'0 U3 POJHBIX. MaTb OCTaBuUJIa e HACJIeACTBO, HO IeHbI'!
6bl1M YKpaZieHbl, 1 Mulleslb nepe6yUBajack, >kUBs1 HA HE60JIb-
110€ Moco6yre COLMaJbHOr0 CTPAaxOBaHUs. Mulllesb Tparuyecku
noru6.1a B oXkape, Ha4yaBLIeMCsl KOT/|a OHA YCHYyJIa € 3aXK€HHON
curapetoi. Ha noxopoHax npucyTCTBOBaJI TOJIbKO PaBBUH
HFBA, P. [Inadxkep, npoBoguBIINi Mulesb B OCJAeJHUHN Ny Th.

Hamu xsionotsl [lo danHbiM Ha koHey mas HFBA opzaHnu3osasio
noxopoHul 175-u yes08ek, mo ecmbv Ha 15 601bwe 4em 3a nepawvle
nsime Mecsiyes npour1020 200a. Mvt nomozau uzbexcams 11-u
Kpemayuli U noXopoHUAU no egpelickomy o6psidy 14 uesoeek, ko-
MOopbIM 2p03UAU 6e3bIMSAHHbIE NOXOPOHBL HA 20P0OCKOM KAad6U-
we. 3a nocsaedHue 0essimov Mecsiye8 Mbl Makice NOXOPOHUAU d8e
cynpysceckue napsl 8 080LUHbIX MO2UAAX.

Hama 6;1arojapHoCTh
Moporo# Apyr,

bnaromapum Bac 3a Banry nogzep:xky. Bauie noxxepTBoBa-
HUe JieJIaeT AJ1s1 Hac BO3MOXKHBIM ITOXOPOHUTD KaXKJOTO eBpest
C IOCTOMHCTBOM U B COOTBETCTBUH C HALIUMHU TPAJULHUSAMH.
WMeHHO Bbl 06ecnieunBaeTe BCe Iaru o6psijia, B TeYeHHe KOTO-
pOTo Mbl TOBOPHM MOC/IeHEE MPOLIAK HAIUM YIIeAIUM. ITH
nob6pble Aena — Bawu no6pbie fesa !

Ecsiu Bbl X0THUTe M060JIbllIE Y3HATD O €BPEHCKUX TOXOPOH-
HBIX TPaAULUAX, UJIU XOTeIU Obl IOCETUTD KJIaAb6UILe Ma-
YHT PUUMOH/ ¥ TOCMOTPETH Ha Hallly paboTy, Moxaayhcra
CBSDKMTECH CO MHOH 110 3J1IeKTPOHHOMY afpecy: akoplow@
hebrewfreeburial.org

C yBaxxeHHeM,

Imu Komioy
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June 1, 2017

Amy Koplow

Hebrew Free Burial Association
125 Maiden Lane

Unit 5B

New York, NY 10038

Dear Amy Koplow:

on American charities, Charity Navigator ajmg to accentuate the work of efficient and transparent
ions. The intent of oy Work is to provide donors with essential informatiop to give them greater confidence jp
both the charitable decisions that they make and the nonprofit sector.

, and celebrated oy unique
ying data-driven analysis to the charitable sector. We evalyate ten times more charities than our nearest
competitor and Currently attract more visitors to oy website than a]] other charity rating groups combined, thyg making
us the leading charity evaluator in America, Qyr data shows that users of our site donated more than they planned to
before viewing our findings, anq in fact, it ig estimated that last year Charity Navigator influenced approximately $1¢
billion in charitable gifts

cment and the 4-star rating wij] enhance your Organization's ﬁmdraising an, i ns efforts. Our
iew of Hebreyw Free Burig] Association's financial health and commitment to accountability &
transparency is now visib]e on our website,

We wish You continyed success in youyr charitable endeavors,

Sincerely,

/it

Michae] Thatcher
President and CEQ

o ed
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From the Mapping Files
Two Tragedies Within Eight Years

While mapping Section 21, a children’s section at Mount Richmond Cemetery,
we discovered the case of Jacob Resnick who was 7 years old when he died
of diphtheria. While looking at his burial application in our archives, we
e — R found that Jacob’s Hebrew name was Yaacov Aharon
: ﬁ'/ : T, 7 /', A rir-,‘ bar Yaacov Aharon. This boy’s father died before he
: = — - was born, and tragically, his mother had to bury two
Yaacov Aharons within eight years.

Chesed Shel Emet - How You Can Help

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a . DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. . aburial society or family plot and are located in New
. York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed

income and tax benefits, these plans ensure SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave
that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future for $600.
generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a
framed certificate.

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with
HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include

a personalized message.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
group members, or family at Silver
Lake Cemetery Chesed Days.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area
that can help us.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit
kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for
the eleven month mourning period
following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

DONATE your property, used vehicle
or boat and receive a generous tax
donation.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
formed in 1888 on Manhattan’s Lower East Side Herbert Block Yitzhak Pastreich THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
by a group of philanthropic aﬁd commun!ty- Apdrew Fgmman DanlglA. Pilarski Renée Septimus, Editor Adam Rawson, Designer
minded Jews who were committed to burying Richard Fishman Shari Safra 5
o ) . 1Y - . . Printed by Spencer and Worth, Ltd.
their indigent dead according to Jewish tradition, Charles M. Greinsky Minna Monte Seitelman )
rather than having them buried in a mass grave Gary Katz Rabbi Dr. Henry Sheinkopf 125 Maiden Lane, Unit 5B
in city cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has in- Paul Lowenthal Martha Steinmetz New York, NY 10038
terred over 65,000 Jews in Robert Mendeles Norman Weisman Phone: (212) 239-1662 - Fax: (212) 239-1981
its two cemeteries. HFBA is \’/ Paul H. Nagelberg info@hebrewfreeburial.org
also committed to retriev- / MUGINE  RABBINICADVISOR CEMETERY CHAPLAIN ~ Www.hebrewfreeburial.org .
ing the identities of those |/ NAVIGATOR Rabbi Elchonon Zohn  Rabbi Shmuel Plafker www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial
interred and is attempting
to provide a gravestone for ‘ * %k * EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UJA()Federatlon
each unmarked grave. Four Star Charity Amy Koplow of New York




