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125 YEARS OF CHESED SHEL EMET

/;. Chebra Agudas Achim Chesed Shel Emet « Hebrew Free Burial Association £
In Their Own Words...

October 25, 2013 marked the 125th anniversary - 1901, in the previous 10 months, “we have buried a
of the Hebrew Free Burial Association, first organized : total of 732 of which 212 were adults and 520 were
as Chebra Agudas Achim Chesed Shel Emeth. . children...412 death cases, of which 99 were adults

In the Report of the Executive and Burial Committee : and 313 were children, we buried without any charge
from February 1901, we get a sense of the intense . whatsoever.” By that same date, a total of 7007
dedication of a small group of Jewish men to provide  : people were buried from the organization’s founding
for impoverished Jews: : in 1888.

“As we look back on the vista of Further, “In submitting to you
our laborious performances, the 12th BEnnual Report our twelfth annual report, it is

incumbent upon us to draw your
attention to the unparalleled

results, namely the records of the
past 12 years herein being compiled,

«0u0T the....

we stand amazed, scarce believing ‘ oavite Hgudatb scbim = » = sufferings and utter helplessness
that we have accomplished an of our poor brethren whose homes
undertaking of such magnitude with %, + ,G hessed gb;el were made desolate by the loss of a
the little means that were at our }Emetb e dear one. What little they may have
command. (A had quickly vanished for doctors’

“How much we have tried to services and medicines, and even
A ‘ < October 25th, 1888. ™% : ;
honor all applications and please their belongings were pawned...

ISSUED

every applicant, will be borne out to save their loved ones from that
by the fact that we have actually - JFebruary 27th, 1901.... grim monster- death. The survivors,
overestimated our resources..we are For THE overwhelmed with grief, poverty-
so overburdt?ned with applications 2w Current Pear of 1900, _~ stricken, befsiege our office, pquring
that the burials now amount from forth agonized appeals to assign a
8 to 12 cases daily... last resting place for their departed
“If you would be present when relatives. DOES NOT SUCH A
the grief-stricken applicants appeal STATE OF AFFAIRS APPPEAL TO

to this society, requesting that we — n— - YOU (sic)?”
furnish free burial for their departed, HFBA is proud to continue the
your heart would melt with pity listening to the : mission and legacy of its founders who rhetorically
sorrowful tales how poverty was often responsible . asked, “Is it not obligatory on us, on all mankind, that a
and caused the release of sufferers from this world.” . last resting place be assigned for the departed relative
The account further relates that as of January 1, . of the poverty stricken, the grief stricken applicant?”
HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the
only agency in the NY metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a
dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



HFBA Historical Notes

On October 25, 1888 Chebra Agudas Achim Chesed
Shel Emeth (The Society of the Brotherhood of True
Charity) is organized by Barnett Freedman, Louis
Michilitsky, Selig Bergman and several other men on
Manhattan’s Lower East Side.

In 1892, property is purchased in Staten Island for
Silver Lake Cemetery.

On July 7, 1895, seven children were buried - ages 11
years, 4% years, 4 months, 3 months, 5 months and
two, 7 months of age.

In 1900, the average cost of a burial was less than $10.
For the nearly 900 burials that year, the total cost for
shrouds that year was $ 295.03.

In the early years, funds were raised from a member-
ship system as well as donations from synagogues,
Jewish newspapers and benevolent societies.

In 1900, the “charity plates on Atonement Eve”
collected amounts from each congregation ranging
from 9 cents to $5.28. The total amount collected from
the ninety-four participating synagogues was $109.08.

In 1900, a “keeper” was paid $50 monthly “merely
to keep the graves in good order and to prevent their
being defiled” at Silver Lake Cemetery:.

Because Silver Lake Cemetery was nearly full, a twenty
five acre parcel of land was purchased in 1909 for
Mount Richmond Cemetery.

In 1911, 22 victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
fire were buried in Mount Richmond Cemetery:.

By 1916, the organization had &
grown to include 4,000 members, @
most of whom contributed $5 or :
less annually. The annual meeting
attracted 500 participants and
received coverage in The New York
Times. HFBA was able to proudly
declare that since its inception, no Jew had been buried
in an anonymous grave in the city’s graveyards.

A used Packard hearse was purchased for $900 in 1917
and another for $1400 in 1921.

In 1928, a fire in the Mount Richmond Cemetery stable
and tool shed caused a loss valued at $200 for the
building, $300 for a horse, $50 for an open wagon and
$50 for two sets of harnesses.

Promissory notes to repay HFBA from the Depression
years ranged in amount from $7-$25.

In 1942, HFBA had a $35,000 insurance policy
“against enemy attack, including any action taken by
the military, naval or air force of the United States in
resisting enemy attack.”

In 1945, the Board voted to write the minutes of the
meetings in English, rather than in Yiddish,
as had been done for the previous six decades.

In 1965, at the organization’s annual meeting, “Hebrew
Free Burial Association” is added to the official name,
Chebra Agudas Achim Chesed Shel Emeth, reflecting
the Americanization of the membership and clients.

Today, HFBA is well known to social service and health agencies that aid the elderly, frail, sick, mentally ill
and homeless. To facilitate our work, we maintain close relationships with governmental agencies such as
New York City’s Public Administrators, the Human Resources Administration and the Office of the Chief

Medical Examiner.

HFBA remains committed to its unique, important work of ensuring that every Jew, no matter how
impoverished or marginalized by society, receives the dignity of a traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
Along with this, our founding mission, we renew our communal responsibility to maintaining our cemeteries
by restoring Silver Lake, continuing to preserve Mount Richmond and ensuring that all graves are marked

with the names of those within.

To learn more about the history of Hebrew Free Burial Association, please go to our website,

www.hebrewfreeburial.org.
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In the Mail

This year marks the 100" yahrzeit of my great- grandfather,
Philip Benjamin, z”l. My family knew he passed away in the
United States after emigrating from Russia, but his burial place
was unknown to us. Through extensive genealogical research a
few years ago, I found out that he was buried by HFBA in Mount
Richmond Cemetery. Having become aware that no relative had
been in contact with HFBA since his demise, let alone caring for
his grave, it has been an honor to uphold his memory by doing so.
It is comforting to know that my great-grandfather, an indigent
Jewish immigrant, was given a halachic Jewish burial which all
Jews deserve. Thank you, HFBA.

recent examples.

Evan Benjamin

Jerry T*died at the age of eighty five after being mugged five
years previously. The NYPD officer at the crime scene, Nadia C.*
ascertained that he had never married and had no family or friends.
Nadia visited him in the hospital after the assault and managed to
get him admitted to a nursing facility near her home. Nadia and her
husband, mother and sister became like family to Jerry, visiting and
taking him out to shop. Upon his death, Nadia planned on cremating
his remains. However, as it became clear that Nadia did not have the
authorization to make this decision, a local rabbi became involved.
The body was ultimately released to HFBA and volunteers made up a
minyan and said kaddish at his grave. Some time after the funeral,

Did You Know?

HFBA receives many letters from people who have
had experience with our organization. Below are a few

At the funeral of Victor B.*, Rabbi
Plafker’s presence was a great source
of comfort to us at a time of extreme
sadness. The ceremony and traditions
were adhered to and gave so much
solace at such a time. But above all,
the rabbi’s words, explanations and
prayers gave us the assurance that
everything was being done correctly.
Thank you for your extra empathy and
extra caring.

TJ.*

*Names changed to protect confidentiality.

Nadia ultimately honored her friend
by making a generous contribution
towards his funeral expenses.

Michael C.* committed suicide at
the age of forty-five by jumping off the
RFK Bridge. Troubled since childhood,
he was abandoned by his parents
who moved out of state to avoid the
difficult situation with their son.
Michael lived in outpatient housing at
Creedmoor Psychiatric Hospital, with
no family or friends. Upon his death,
an uncle who had not seen him in
twenty years authorized his burial
by HFBA.

*Names changed to protect confidentiality.

Although forbidden by Jewish law, some insist on cremation as the method for the disposal of remains

believing that it is more environmentally friendly.

However, in their 2011 book, Final Rights: Reclaiming the American Way of Death, Joshua Slocum and
Lisa Carlson of the Funeral Consumers Alliance, conclude that “..burial is by far the most environmentally
sound method of disposition. It is...a process that was, after all, predominant for the millennia leading up

to the last century, and for very good reasons due for a comeback.”

In 2013, HFBA helped prevent over a dozen cremations, the decedents now resting in HFBA’s Mount Richmond

Cemetery.

For more information about the importance of Jewish burial please visit www.peacefulreturn.com.
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Leave Your Mark Campaign

To dignify the deceased, and to ensure that no one rests in an anonymous grave, the “Leave Your Mark
Campaign” raises money for small monuments noting the name and years of birth and death of HFBA
clients. Donors of four grave markers, at $150 each, have their names inscribed on the Leave Your Mark
Donor Plaque in the Weinberg Chapel at Mount Richmond Cemetery. We gratefully acknowledge the recent
generosity of the following whose names have joined that roster:

Bierig and Kriva Families Kenneth Perry Al Z. Spitz
Harold Bobrow Jennifer Gordon Stuart Weichsel
Leah and Paul Lowenthal

Thank You to Our Volunteers!

Thank you to the dedicated volunteers who gathered at the HFBA
Silver Lake Cemetery to clean and clear debris from around the graves
on our annual Chesed Day on October 27%,

Many thanks, too, to the volunteers from the following groups
who also worked at the cemetery on other days throughout the past
summer and fall:

e Areyvut
e Ashar :
 Brooklyn Heights Group of Synagogue Youth Che)se d Da th toers
e Bruriah High School for Girls © Bonnie Geller

* Collegiate Leadership Internship Program

e The Frisch School (x2)

» Hebrew Academy of Five Towns and Rockaway High School (HAFTR)
¢ Rambam Mesivta

» Reform Temple of Forest Hills Religious School

» SAR High School

» Solomon Schechter School of Queens

» Solomon Schechter School of Westchester High School (x2)

« Stella K. Abraham High School for Girls (SKA)

 Torah Academy of Bergen County (TABC) (x4)

 Troop 118 from the JCC of Staten Island

« United States Military Academy Hillel

A%’ A

Bruriah High School for Girls

e 2. 8 N

Troop 118 From the JCC of Staten Island and
United States Military Academy Hillel
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A” >[< EC I BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE
ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Huxe npuBoaATCA COKpaLLEHHbIE NepeBoAbl CTaTel 13 3Toro
HOoMepa

125 neT NCTUHHOIO MUNocepanA
ToBapuwectso Arypgac Axum Xeceg LLlenb dmer -
EBpenickoe bnarorBoputenbHoe lNoxopoHHoe biopo

K 125-netuio HFBA - cnoBamm ero cosparenei

25 okTA6pA 2013 roga ucnonHunock 125 net EBpeiickomy
bnarotBoputensHomy MoxopoHHomy Biopo (HFBA), koTopoe
Ha MOMEHT C03[aHuA Ha3biBanocb ToBapuwecTso Arygac Axum
Xeceq Wenb dmeT («<bpaTcTBO NOANMHHOIO Munocepans»). Mepeg
HaMu — OTYET UCMONHUTENbHOIO KomuTeTa ToBapuLecTsa 3a
¢deBpanb 1901-ro roga. OH NPOHM3aH TOTOBHOCTHIO HEGOSbLLIOWA
rpynrbl eBpeeB CIYXNUTb CBOUM 06eJHEBLUUM COPOAMYAM:

«Korpa ornagbiBaeMca Mbl Ha HeflaBHMeE TPYAbl HaLWK, TO
eCTb Ha BeCb CBOJ 3anucei o norpebeHnax 3a 3tm 12 net, Mbl
ropaaemca 1 camu C TPYLOM BEPUM, CKOJIb MHOTOe 6bisio
LOCTUTHYTO NPU CTOJb ManblX CPeACTBAX, KOTOpble Oblnn B HALLEM
pacnopsXeHnn.»

«O TOM, KaK Mbl CTapanncb YAOBJIETBOPUTb BCE 3aABKU U
NMOMOYb KaXkJOMY 3aABUTENIO CBUAETENbCTBYET TO, UTO Mbl
nepeoLeHnnM Hawm cpeacTsa 1 Tenepb nposognm ot 8 o 12
norpe6eHnii B feHb.»

«Ecnn 6bl Bbl camn MO NPUCYTCTBOBATL MPY TOM, Kak
pa3aaBrieHHble FopeM POACTBEHHMKM MPU3bIBAIOT Halle
ToBapuLecTBO 0b6ecneynTb 6ecnnaTHble MOXOPOHbI UX YCOMLINM
65113KMM, BalLm cepaua 6bl NepenoNHUINCb COCTPaAaHNEM,
Cnywasn o neyvyanbHbIX Cyabbax Tex, Ubsi 66 AHOCTb YacTo U CNYKuna
NPUYMHOI 0CBOOOXAEHWA OT CTPafaHWIA 3TOrO MUpa.»

HFBA c ropgocTbto npofosiKaeT 651aropoaHyo MUCCUIO
CBOVIX OCHOBaTeNel, KOTopble CrpalunBany cebs: «<He ABNAeTCA
NN 3TO 06A3aTeNIbCTBOM Ha Hac, Ia 1 Ha BCEM YesioBeYecTBe
— obecneunTb MECTOM NOCNEAHEro YNOKOEHUs TeX, Ubt
N3My4YeHHble ropem 1 6eHOCTbIO POACTBEHHVIKM 06paLLaloTCs K
HamM?»

HFBA - namaTHble gatbl

« 25 oKkTAbpA 1888 ropa — co3paérca ToBapuwectso Arygac AXum
Xecep Lenb dmet

- 1892 rof — npuobpeTeHne yyacTka Ha CteiiTeH AlneHae nog
Knago6uwle Cunbeep Jlenk

+ 7 viiona 1895 roga - NOXOPOHEHO ceMepo AeTel B BO3pacTe OT
3-x mecaueB go 11 net

- 1901 rof — cpeaHAs CTOUMOCTb NOrpebeHnsa COCTaBNSET MeHbLUE
gecatu gonnapos. O6Lime pacxoabl Ha CaBaHbl B 3TOM rogy
cocTaBmam 295 nonnapos 1 3 ueHTa

+ B nepBble rogbl ToBapuLLecTBO NONyYano AeHbrv B Kauectse
UJIEHCKMX B3HOCOB, a TaKXXe B BUAe NOXKEePTBOBAHMIA OT CUHArOT,
€BPENCKUX N3aaHni 1 611aroTBOPUTESIbHbIX OOLLEeCTB.

- OpraHu3oBaHHasa B 1900-m rogy noanncka Ha naMmATHble
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6narotBopuTenbHble Tabnuukn ans CyaHoro Ha cobpana 109
nonnapoBs. B3HOCbI AeBAHOCTa YeTbIPEX Y4aCTBOBABLUMX CMHAror
BapbKpOBanu oT AeBATU LLeHTOB A0 NATW AO/IaPOB

- K 1916-my rogy B ToBapuLLecTBe COCTOANO Y»Ke YeTblpe TbiCAYn
UneHoB, 6ONbLUNHCTBO 13 KOTOPbIX BHOCUJIM FOA0BbIE B3HOChI
nprYIMepPHO Mo NATb Jonnapos. Ha exerogHom cobpaHun, o
KOTOpOM Hanucana razeta Hbto-Vlopk Tamc, 66110 He MeHblue
NATUCOT y4acTHUKOB. HFBA ¢ ropgocTbio MpoBO3riacusio, 4to
C MOMEHTa CO3[aHunA TOBapULLECTBa HY OfMH eBpeil He 6bin
norpe6éH B 06LLEN MOrue Ha FOPOACKOM Kiaabuile ans
6efHOTbI.

- Bo BpemeHa Benvkon [lenpeccrm MHorve 3afaBuTeNn BMeCTo
neHer gaBanv HFBA pacnncku Ha HeGonblume cymmbl (0T 7 Bo
25 ponnapos) c obelaHmem onnaTUTb NOXOPOHbI BIN3KNX B
Oyaywem

- B 1942-m rogy ToBapuLLecTBO Nprobpeno CTpaxoBom NoAmc
Ha 35 TbIC. JONNAPOB «Ha C/yYan BpaxeCkow aTaku Uim Ha
crlyyai fecTBUN amepuKaHCKon apmumm, aBnaumy 1 gnota no
OTPaXEHMIO BPAXKeCKOW aTakn»

- B 1945-m ropy coBeT fMpPeKTOPOB NOCTaHOBW HayaTb BECTU
NPOTOKOSIbl 3aCelaHNI Ha aHMTUACKOM, @ He Ha UANLL, KOTOPbIN
NCMNONb30BascCA B MepBble LeCTbAeCAT NIeT CyLeCTBOBaHNA
opraHusaymu

HFBA oTtBeuaert

Bonpoc: Kak n3sectHO, TaTynpoBKM 3arnpelLLeHbl eBperncKon
Tpaguyuen. MNpenATcTBYeT NN Hannyve TaTyMPOBOK 3aXOPOHEHNI0
Ha eBpencKom Knapbuiie?

OTBeT: KoHeuHo HeT. XoTa Topa 3anpeLyaeT HaHOCUTb
KaKne-nmbo TaTyMpPOoBKM Ha TENIO, MPAKTUYECKN NPU JItoObIX
06cTOATENIbCTBAX €BPEN MEET NPaBO ObITb MOXOPOHEHHbIM
Cpeau eBpeeB, HE3aBUCKIMO OT CTEMEH ero cobogeHs
Tpaguuuin.

3HaeTte nu Bbi1?

XoTA eBpencKmii 3aKoH 3anpeLlaeT KpeMaunuio MHorme
HaCTanBaloOT Ha NPEANOUYTUTENIBHOCTY 3TOrO Cnocoba norpebeHus,
B TOM UMcChe 13-3a Npob6riem C OKpyKatoLen Cpefon.

OpHako B 2011-m rogy [xowya Cnokym n Jlnsa KapncoH,
yneHbl AccouraLn NOXOPOHHBIX COOOLLECTB, BbIMYCTUN
KHUry «[locmepTHble NpaBa: BOCCTaHAB/IMIBAA aMePUKaHCKNI
cnocob norpebeHuns». B Hell aenaeTcsa BbIBOA, UTO norpebeHune
ABNAETCA HA CErOAHALIHNNA AeHb CAaMbIM <[ PYKECTBEHHbIM» 1A
OKpY»KatoLLen cpefibl CNOCOBOM yCTpaHeHUA Ten yconwwmx. «OH
LOMUVHNPOBAs MHOTIVEe TbICAYENEeTUs 3a UCKNIDYEHNEM Pa3Be UTo
MPOLLOro BeKa, 1 CNocob 3TOT MMeET BCe WaHChI Ha TO, YTObbI
CHOBA CTaTb OCHOBHbIM.»

B 2013-m ropgy HFBA nomorna npegoTtepatuTb 60sblue
LIOXKVHbI KpeMaLii, OpraH1M30BaB MNOXOPOHbI YCOMLINX Ha
npuvHagnexallem opraHusauum Knagovue MayHT Puumong,.



HFBA Acknowledges the Generous Donations
Made in Memory of:

Herman Siederer Celia Lustbader Florrie Sue Brafman
Dr. Herbert Rein Ellen Koplow Celia Hersh
Beatrice Miller Ruth Kramer

And in Honor of:

Anne Brandstein Miriam and Joe Gelb

Chesed Shel Emet - HOW YOU CAN HELP

DONATE your property, used . INSTITUTE a perpetual Yahrzeit | The generous child who shares
vehicle or boat and receive a . Kaddish for your loved one for a . his/her simcha in this way
generous tax donation. . donation of $180. . receives a framed certificate.
REMEMBER to include HFBA in - ARRANGE for kaddish to be said . VOLUNTEER with your
your will with a bequest. . for the eleven month mourning . friends, classmates, fellow

- period following a death of a - group members, or family at

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift relative or friend for a donation our cemeteries as part of our

Annuity or Charitable Trust Plan. of $360. Cemetery Clean-Up Project.
In addition to the guaranteed :

income and tax benefits, these DONATE unused graves. If the GET INVOLVED as a professional

plans ensure that HFBA's promise : graves are not part of a burial . with HFBA by donating your
of a Jewish burial to future . society or family plot and are . expertise and skills in an area
generations of indigent Jews will : located in New York or New . that can help us.
be fulfilled. . Jersey, please consider donating
] - them to HFBA and receiving a tax
CELEBRATE a simcha or deduction for your gift.
commemorate a loss with HFBA
cards. Cards cost $18 and can . SPONSOR perpetual grave care
include a personalized message. | for an indigent’s grave for $600.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in

an annual Yahrzeit reminder for ~ © our “Mitzvah Circle” by suggesting
your lost loved ones. : agift to HFBA to your guests.
PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION was BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
formed in 1888 on Manhattan'’s Lower East Side by Bryan Alter, Esq. Paul Lowenthal THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
a group of philanthropic and community-minded Herbert Block Robert Marcus
Jews who were committed to burying their indi- Andrew Feinman Robert Mendeles Renée Septimus, Editor  Adam Rawson, Designer
gent dead according to Jewish tradition, rather Richard Fishman Paul H. Nagelberg Al oy Spprereay 2 Uy, Lil
than having them buried in a mass grave in City Charles Greinsky Yitzhak Pastreich
Cemetery. Since its inception HFBA has interred Herman Herskovic Minna Monte Seitelman 224 WEST 35TH STREET, ROOM 300
over 65.000 Jews in its two Gary Katz Rabbi Henry Sheinkopf NEW YORK, NY 10001
committed to retrieving the CHARITY RABBINIC ADVISOR ~ CEMETERY CHAPLAIN WEB: WWW HEBREWFREEBURIAL O'RG
identities of those interred NAVIGATOR Rabbi Elchonon Zohn Rabbi Shmuel Plafker ' ’ ’
and is attempting to provide
a gravestone for each un- * %k k EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UjA()Federatmn

Four Star Charity

marked grave. Amy Koplow of New York



