.
ALY

S 2
TheHebrew %
FreeBurial ;

ASSOCIATIONSS

VOLUME 25, NUMBER 1 « CHANUKAH 2018 « KISLEV 5779

Alone

What does it mean to die truly alone? What happens to a person who leaves this earth without friends and without
family, without a will or final instructions and completely destitute? These are the individuals who need us the most.
We handle over 130 such burials each year, about one-third of our caseload.

First comes the call. Usually, we hear from a neighbor, the landlord, a rabbi or a social worker. In some especially

difficult cases, we hear from the Medical Examiner. At times, bodies are held there for weeks or months before there’s

a call; the ME’s office is a busy one. We will hear from the Medical Examiner if the decedent has a Jewish name and/or

a circumcision. Usually, there’s nothing else to go on.

When no next of kin steps forward to make funeral
arrangements, we contact the borough’s Public
Administrator. The PA’s office is connected to the
borough’s Surrogate’s Court and serves in place of
next-of-kin when there is none. It is the PA’s role to
search the decedent’s apartment - to look for a will,
an address book, and bank account. Most often,
nothing is found.

At the same time, we do our own research. We comb
genealogy websites and other resources looking for
family members.

Time is not on our side. If we cannot establish a Jewish
identity, the person will be sent to city cemetery - the
modern equivalent of a potter’s field, a mass grave.

We ask the PA for permission to hold the body, so that
we know it is being handled with respect. When all
options to locate family or friends are exhausted, the
body is released, and we are given authorization to
bury.

Every Dollar Counts

If there are no funds, we cover all costs for the funeral,
grave, burial and headstone. These expenses can reach
about $5,000. We bury these Jews whom time and

continued on page 2

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

It took five weeks to bury Beatrice B.

Beatrice was 81 years old when she died of cardiac arrest
at Coney Island Hospital on December 6, 2017. A week
after her death, the hospital chaplain called Hebrew Free
Burial Association. No one had claimed her body.

Beatrice lived alone in an apartment that she had
shared with her brother, Morris, until his death 20 years
before. There was a phone number for a niece, Anne, but
she was unreachable.

HFBA turned to the Kings County Public Administra-
tor to report the death and ask for authorization to
bury Beatrice. The PA’s investigator searched Beatrice’s
apartment for a will, any relevant paperwork or an
address book with family contact information — nothing
was found.

Beatrice suffered from schizophrenia. Deborah, her
former home health aide was located. She explained
that Beatrice no relationships with any members of
her family.

Deborah, the caregiver, was the only mourner at the
funeral who had personally known Beatrice. HFBA's
volunteer minyan was present.

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the
only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation,
receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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community have forgotten. Acting on your behalf,
HFBA ensures that every Jew receives a proper burial.

Now, I hope you will consider making a gift to HFBA
as winter comes upon us - often a brutal season that
many frail Jews cannot survive.

Please give as generously as you can.
Thank you,

A

Amy Koplow
Executive Director

PS. Sarah K. would thank you, if she could.
Read her story below.

Sarah K. died on April 5th. She was buried on August 22nd.

For the seven months before she died, Sarah K. had bounced between hospitals and rehabilitation centers in
New York City. She had been homeless for many years. With good fortune, Sarah finally was able to secure a
subsidized apartment in 2010. The last eight years were probably some of her most stable and happiest.

Sarah passed away on April 5th. However, just as she had been in life, Sarah was invisible and “homeless” in
death. We first heard of Sarah on July 18th, when the Medical Examiner called. Sarah had been in the morgue
since the day of her passing and remained there, unclaimed. The ME’s office could find no next of kin.

That same day, we alerted the borough Public Administrator and asked for a release, so that we could bury Sarah.
As the days and weeks passed without authorization, we ramped up our appeals and mobilized community
support.

The PA’s permission and release to bury Sarah was key. Without it, the ME’s office would have had to send Sarah’s
remains to city cemetery for burial.

On August 21, the Public Administrator responded to the appeal of a very influential borough official and released
Sarah to us. It had taken over a month to receive authorization. Sarah was buried the next day at HFBA's Mount
Richmond Cemetery. The funeral was conducted with the dignity and respect that Sarah’s life had lacked. Our
volunteer minyan was present to listen to a brief eulogy, to chant psalms and respond to kaddish.

O August 20

Borough Jewish community
Ju ly 18 leaders get involved

April 5,2018

Sarah K. dies ME'’s office notifies HFBA;
HFBA calls PA for release August 21
of Sarah. Sarah K’s remains are finally
July 27 released to HFBA

HFBA contacts borough August 22
elected officials Sarah K’s funeral and burial
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Yuri G., a 60-year-old widower, was born in Moldova
in the Former Soviet Union. As a young adult, he had
gone to live in Israel. Twenty three years ago, Yuri
immigrated to the United States and was employed
as a security guard.

Several months ago, Yuri came into our office to get
information about setting up a pre-need funeral and
burial. We gave him information about our services
as well as some cards with HFBA contact information.

Some time after his visit, HFBA got a call from a NYPD
detective informing us that Yuri had jumped from a
window in his apartment in Brooklyn and died from his
injuries. We discovered that his only relative was an
elderly brother living in a nursing home in Israel and
that his emergency contact was a friend in Brooklyn.
We notified the friend of Yuri’s death and informed him
about the funeral. The friend did not attend.

(Contemporary suicides are buried in the main part of
the cemetery, medical and halachic opinion recognizing
that suicide is a result of mental illness.)

Sylvia T. died suddenly of a heart attack at the age of
76. She was survived by two estranged sons, living out
of state, who planned to cremate her. Sylvia’s friend
Evelyn informed us of her death after begging Sylvia’s

sons not to cremate her. HFBA reached out to the
sons for permission to give Sylvia a Jewish burial.
When they informed us that they had started making
arrangements for a $500 cremation, we asked them
instead to contribute the money towards a funeral
and burial in Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Sylvia's son Robert agreed, and after sending the
$500, he stopped communicating with us. Evelyn, too,
contributed modestly towards the cost. Neither son
attended their mother’s burial.

Barbara C. was a Jew-by-choice, 51 years old, divorced
and a former a model and clothes designer. While house-
sitting for a friend, she committed suicide, jumping

from her friend’s apartment window. Her family of
origin did not want anything to do with arranging for
her funeral and burial. HFBA, contacted by a prominent
Orthodox rabbi, stepped in to bury her. The funeral was
conducted by the rabbi, with several of his congregants
in attendance.

Barry R. was mentally disabled and had been adopted
as an infant 58 years ago having been given up by his

young, unmarried mother, Nancy. In recent years Nancy
was able to establish contact with Barry, and it was she
i who called HFBA when he died, alone, in a single room

occupancy hotel in the East Village. According to Nancy,
Barry’s adoptive siblings wanted nothing to do with him
after the deaths of their mother and father. Although
Nancy had said she would come to Barry’s funeral, she
did not. HFBA's Rabbi Plafker performed the burial
alone.
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Parshat Vayechi Staten Island HFBA thanks
: Milano of
Community Breakfast Richmondtown
Corporation
Sunday, December 16, 2018 (shy Shalom, President)
Young Israel of Staten Island for their eight years of
B service as contractor
$°n(;|;n? for Mount Richmond
Guest Speaker: hitoth yejrf o Cemetery.
CharlieH rvi n
Y o comatery VV‘||_AN0
superintendent 1 f of Richmondrown
. J




PYCCKUU JAVAZKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

YTo 3TO 3HAYUT - yMepeThb B OJHOM ofuHOo4ecTBe? YTo cayyaeTcs
C YeJIOBEKOM, TOKHU/JAIOIIMM 3TOT MUD B HUILETE, 6e3 py3el, 6e3
ceMbH U 6e3 ocieiHer Bosin ? Takue JIoAK HY»KAQTCS B HAlleH
oMol 6osblie Beero. EBpeiickoe biarorBopuTesibHoe [loxopoHHOE
Bropo (HFBA) npoBoauT okoJio cta TpuauatH (130) nogo6HbIX Horpe-
6eHUH B ToJi, TO eCTb IPUMEPHO TPETH OT BCeX orpedbeHuil. Mbl y3-
HaéM 0 TaKHX JIIOAAX OT CoCeiel WX OT JIeHJIOPA], OT paBBUHA HJIH
COLIMAILHOr0 PabOTHHKA, a B 0060 TPYAHBIX C/Iy4asx — OT BpayeH,
paboTarolyx B ropoZickoM Mopre. Ecjii He HaXo[ATCsl pOACTBEHHU-
KH, IOMOTALIMe B OpraHU3alUuU IOXOPOH, Mbl 00paliaeMcsi B 0puc
0611leCTBEHHOT0 a[MUHKCTPaTOpa B JaHHOM paitoHe Hblo-Hopka, n
OTTYyJa NPUCBLIAIOT CJIeloBaTesIsl, KOTOPbIM UILET 3aBelllaHue, 3aMuC-
HY0 KHIDKKY C aZJpecaMy pOCTBEHHUKOB HJIM 3HAKOMBIX, UHPOpMa-
[[MI0 0 GAaHKOBCKOM c4éTe. [lapasyieIbHO € 3TUM HaIllK COTPYAHUKH
BeJlyT IOMCKH POACTBEHHHUKOB, a TAKXKE JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBA eBPEHCKOro
npoucxoxaeHus yconuero. [lo 3aBepiiennu sTux novckos HFBA
MoJIy4aeT paspellleHue OT BJIacTel IpoBecTH norpebeHue.

Kak npaBuJI0 B IOA06GHBIX CIyYasx He HAXOJUTCA HUKAaKUX GUHAH-
coBbIX cpeacTB. Torna HFBA nmokpbiBaeT Bce pacXo/bl Ha TOXOPOHBI,
norpeGeHue U yxoJ| 3a MOTUJIOH, YCTAaHOBKY HaArPOGHOT'0 KaMHS.
Pacxozibl cOCTaBJIAIOT OKOJIO MSITH ThICSY AoJ1apoB. biarogaps nomo-
LY HAIKX JapuTesiel U cioHcopoB, HFBA obecnieynBaeT f0CTONHbIE
MOXOPOHBI BCEM eBpesiM, U B 0CO6EHHOCTH TeM, 0 YbEM CyILleCTBOBa-
HUM 1103a6bIJIM BpeMs U eBpelicKasi 00LIHHA.

£l pacuMTBIBaIO Ha BaC, HA TO, YTO BbI MOAyMaeTe U CAeJIaeTe Iie-
JIpoe TMOXKepTBOBaHMe B oJsib3y HFBA, B oco6eHHOCTH celvac, Korja
K HaM NpHIILIa 3MMa. ITO BpeMsl rofia oJ4ac >KeCTOKO K CTapbIM U
HEMOIIHbIM, U MHOTHe GeIHble eBper MOTyT ero He nepexuTh. [1o-
YKaJIyHCTa, IOXKePTBYHTe CTOIBKO, CKOJIBKO MOXeTe JaTb. OrpoMHOe
cracu6o,

Imu Konsioy - ucnosHumenwHblii dupekmop
Espetickoe baazomeopumesbHoe [loxopoHHoe Bropo (HFBA)

Ham nuimyT

HeckonbKo J1eT Hasaz, B Heio-Mopke ckoHyanack Most TéTa, CebMa
H. Ona 6b11a He3aMy»eM, U U3 POACTBEHHUKOB, KpOMe MOero 6paTa
Y MeHs, Y Heé OblJ1a elllé TOJIbKO BHy4aTas miieMsaHHu1a. Ta xoTena,
4yT0ObI CeJIbMy KpEMHUPOBAJIY, 2 OCTAHKAMM IOChINAIN PACTEHHE,
KOTOpOe MpeAINosarajoch NocajuTh Ha EBPeNCKOM KJIaI0uIlle, Ha
MoruJie cecTpbl CesibMBbL. B ropoickoM Mopre corsialiajucb 3To
NpOZesIaTh TOJIBKO B CJIy4ae COIJIacus APYTHX TETUHBIX POACTBEHHU-
KOB, TO eCTh MO€EI'0 HbIHE IIOKOWHOT0 6paTa ¥ MeHs. Ham mo3BoHWIIH,
Y KOHEYHO Ke MBI He JjaJIu coryacue. Mel cBs3anuch ¢ HFBA oTcroza,
u3 Jloc Aumxesieca, v Tenepb TéTs CeslbMa MOKOUTCS Ha KJIabule
MaynT Prumony, Eciiu 661 He momoiub HFBA, 51 He mpefcTaBIisiio, YTO
MbI MOIJIH Obl cZieJIaTh 0TCI0Za, 3a 3000 MUJIb OT HbIO-I‘/‘IOpKa. Xors
BCs Hallla ceMbs U3 BpyKJIMHa, MHOTHe y2Ke yMepJIY, a OCTa/IbHble
YKUBYT JAJIEKO.

Coa JI.

HFBA nnomoraet

» Bap6apa C* crasa eBpeiikoii o cBoeMy Bbi6opy. E#t 6611 51
roJ;, oHa 6bly1a pa3Be/ieHa. Panblie bap6apa paboTasa MoJesbio U
Jn3aiiHepoM ozex/ibl. Koryja oHa mpricMaTpuBasia 3a J0MOM OZJHO-
ro U3 JIpy3eH, OHa COBepIlK/Ia CaMOYOUICTBO, BBINPBITHYB U3 OKHA
KBapTHpHL Eé ceMbsi He X0TeJ1a ¥ 3HaTh 06 OpraHU3aly IOXOPOH U
norpe6enus. Korga oayH U3 yBaXkaeMbIX OPTOA,0KCa/bHbIX PAaBBUHOB
cBsi3asica ¢ HFBA, Hau odwuc 3aHs11ca noxopoHamu bap6apsel. O6psiz
ObLI TPOBE/IEH 3TUM PAaBBUHOM, Ha LIePEMOHUH NIPUCY TCTBOBAIN
HECKOJIbKO YJIEHOB €ro OOLIHHBI.

 58-n1eTHuit Bappu P* 6611 MHBaIW/I0M H3-3a TPOGJIEM YMCTBEH-
HOT0 pa3BUTHS. B MylafieHYecTBe OH 6bL/1 OCTaBJIeH CBOE MaTePbIO
HsHcu, Mo10f01 1 He3aMy»HeH, U 3aTeM YCbIHOBJIEH. B nocnegHue
rozpl HaHcH pasbickasia M HadasIa o61aThbesl ¢ bappy, 1 MMeHHO OHa
no3BoHuJa k HaM B HFBA korpa bappu ckoHuYasics B TOCTUHUYHOM
HoMepe B paiione Hbio-Mopka et Busuiempxk. CormacHo HaHcH, TpréM-
Hble 6paTbsl U cécTpbl Bappy He X0TesIM UMeTb C HUM JieJia ocJie
CMepTH NPUEMHBIX OTLia U MaTepH. Co cBoelt CTOPOHBI, X0Tb HaHcu
obeltasa 6bITh Ha NOXopoHax bappy, oHa He siBUIack. PaBBuH HFBA
r-H [ls1adpkep npoBé iepeMOHUIO TOrpe6eH s caM.

« 0putii '™, 60-1eTHUI BAOBel, poausicsa B MosiiaBuH elié Bo Bpe-
MeHa CoeTckoro Coro3a. MoJ1oJbIM 4esI0BEKOM OH yexasl B 3pausb,
a 23 ropa Ha3aj amMurpupoBait B CILIA. B AMepuke oH paGoTaJ Ox-
paHHUKOM. HeckoJibko MecsilieB Ha3aA 0puii npuién kK HaM B ouc,
YTOGBI y3HATh O 3apaHee OIJIaYeHHbIX IIOXOPOHaX. Mbl /i eMy
MHPOPMALHMIO 0 TAaKKUX POPMax yCIIYT, A TAKXKE KAPTOYKH C KOHTAKT-
HbIMU HoMepaMu HFBA. Yepes HekoTopoe BpeMs HaM I03BOHUJIN U3
JeTeKTUBHOI'0 OT/eJ1a MOJULUHN Hb}o-I7IopKa Y coobuiuy, uto K0puit
MOKOHYMJI C CO60M, BEIMPBITHYB U3 OKHA CBOEU OPYK/IMHCKOW KBapTHU-
PBL. MBI BBISICHUJIH, YTO U3 POACTBeHHUKOB OpHs ocTasncs TONIbKO ero
npecTapeJiblid 6paT, >KUBYLLMH B Mi3paunJie, a ero J0BepeHHbIM JIMLIOM B
cJIy4ae 0COBBIX CUTYALMH 6bUT HEKHH APYT, NPOXXUBAOLIMK B BpyK/u-
He. Mbl yBejoMuU/IH ipyra o cMepTy K0pus U coo6LIMIn MoAPO6GHOCTH
norpe6eHust. Ho TOT Ha MOXOPOHBI He SIBUJICH.

(B HawM JHU caMOyGUIL XOPOHSIT B OCHOBHOM YacTH KJ1aA0uULia,
MIOCKOJIBKY KaK BPa4H, TaK U aBTOPUTETHbIE 3HATOKH eBpeHCKON
l'asaxyl CYUTAIOT CAMOYOUHCTBO NPOsABJIEHUEM IICUXUYECKOT0 pac-
CTPOMCTBA)

* UmeHa uameHeHbl

3ABTPAK EBPEMCKO¥ OBIIIMHbI CTEUTEH AMJIEHJA
Korga: 16 nekabps 2018 r. BockpeceHbe

[ne: cunarora Young Israel of Staten Island

Beictynienne: Yapsin Xapapu

Yectyem: Hocu lllasiema, mpopa6oTaBIIero AeBATH JIET IABHbIM
CMOTpUTEJIEM KIaA6uia MayHT PUuMoH

CuacTiuBoii XaHyKHu !

JTOT Npa3gAHHUK HA[IOMUHAET HaM, YTO ,£L06p0 U CBET MOTyT no6e-
AUTDb CUJIbI TbMbI U OTHAAHHSA Y€pe3 YCUJINA KaXKA0r0 I10 OTAEJIbHO-
CTHU Y B IrpyIie. Ceityac, Korza Mbl 6y,£[6M OTMEYaThb 3TO «IMPA3JHECTBO
CBeTa», ﬂaBafITe Ka)K[l,bIﬁ 6y;[eT HaCTOWYUB B NIPpHUBHECEHUHU B 3TOT
MHUD CIIpaBeJJINBOCTH, YECTHOCTHU U JOCTOUHCTBA, B IOMOIIHA 66ﬂHblM,
B/10BaM, CUpOTaM U 4yXaKaM CcpeJH Hac.
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Letters below have been edited for clarity
and to protect confidentiality.

Thank you for your quick response to my request
regarding my grandmother Kaya P, buried October 17,
1907.

The family had only been in the country a few months
when she died. There was no money. Help came from
relatives living in Connecticut. My mom, age seven, and
her sister, age eight, were sent to live with a married
sister in New Haven. I wish to thank you for the photos
of the grave site showing the stone to be intact and
unmarred. It seems to be in good condition as it was
probably a replacement stone from when the family
had some money.

Thank you, thank you.

Kate J. (I'm named for Kaya)

Some years ago my aunt, Selma N,, died in New York
City.

She never married. Besides my brother and me,

her only relative was a grandniece who wanted her
cremated, with her cremains incorporated into a plant,
which would be planted on her sister’s grave located
in a Jewish cemetery.

The mortuary in New York would do this only if my
aunt’s remaining relatives, my late brother and myself,
would agree. They called us and of course, we did not
agree.

We contacted HFBA from our homes in Los Angeles and
Selma is now buried in Mount Richmond Cemetery. Had
it not been for HFBA, I do not know what we would have
done from 3,000 miles away. All our family, originally
from Brooklyn, is either dead or living outside New York.

Sol L.
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THANK YOU

To the students from the following schools, and groups
who helped clean and clear debris from Silver Lake and
Mount Richmond Cemeteries:

* ASHAR

* Brooklyn Brandeis Society
 Congregation Oheb Shalom Men's Club
* The Frisch School

¢ Manhattan Day School

* North Shore Hebrew Academy High School
* Rambam Mesivta

 Solomon Schechter School of Queens

« Stella K. Abraham High School for Girls
* Torah Academy of Bergen County

* Yeshiva Toras Chaim

North Shore Hebrew Academy
High School

Leave Your Mark

In October, Amy Koplow and
Dana Riess, HFBA's assistant
office manager, travelled to
Elberton, Georgia to work with
the staff at Everlasting Granite
Memorial Company. Together
they finalized the arrangements
to ship this year’s order of 211 monuments for
Mount Richmond Cemetery, which included

146 donated grave markers, and explored initial
design ideas with the Everlasting’s staff for HFBA's
next big grave marking project - marking 10,000
unmarked graves in Silver Lake Cemetery. More
information about that project will be coming
in 2019!




HAPPY CHANUKAH!

The holiday of Chanukah reminds us that goodness and light can overcome the

forces-of darkness and despair through the efforts of individuals and small groups.
As we celebrate the “festival of lights,” let us each commit to bringing justice, honesty
and integrity to our world and to helping the poor and the less fortunate among us.

Chesed Shel Emet - How You Can Help

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part of
bequest. a burial society or family plot and are located in New
i York or New Jersey, please consider donating them to

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or . HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for your gift.

Charitable Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed

income and tax benefits, these plans ensure SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s grave

that HFBA's promise of a Jewish burial to future for $600.

generations of indigent Jews will be fulfilled. ENROLL a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle” by

CELEBRATE a simcha or commemorate a loss with . suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests. The generous
HFBA cards. Cards cost $18 and can include i child who shares his/her simcha in this way receives a

a personalized message. framed certificate.

VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow
) group members, or family at Silver
Lake Cemetery Chesed Days.

GET INVOLVED as a professional
with HFBA by donating your
expertise and skills in an area
that can help us.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit
kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for
the eleven month mourning period
following a death of a relative or
friend for a donation of $360.

DONATE your property, used vehicle
or boat and receive a generous tax
donation.

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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