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None of us like to think of our eventual death. We may

have bought our plots and taken care of all arrangements.
Still, it’s not easy to discuss our desires with family and
friends. And for those among us who are truly alone -

the very elderly, those who are bereft - perhaps there

isn't even anyone to tell.

Communicating our last wishes is never easy - but
remaining silent can make it much more difficult for
everyone. In the worst case, we may be denied the
right to a Jewish burial:

Molly died alone, at home. She had been a very
private person and had never discussed her religion

- or her end-of-life plans - with anyone. It was When we set down our instructions, we make sure that
only her last name that hinted to her Jewishness. If i our funerals conform to our beliefs and that we are
the Public Administrator’s office had not called the buried near family, friends or community.

Hebrew Free Burial Association, Molly would have

been buried at City Cemetery. But how do we ensure this final dignity for the elderly

and indigent who have been left in nursing homes? Some
sink into debilitating illness and are no longer able to
express themselves. Perhaps they live in a care center
where no one has ever asked them about their wishes.

Here are some simple steps that you can take,

to ensure that your wishes are known:

TS O P 55 Gl (550 9y 2 o &) sl To ensure a Jewish burial for every Jew, HFBA reaches

set of directions). : out to nursing homes across the city. Our task is to ask

¢ Include the name and phone number of your rabbi i questions: Do you have any Jewish patients? Have you
and location of your burial plot. If you've already paid : marked down their religious preferences? Do you know
for your plot, attach the receipt or indicate where it i ifthey already have burial plots? Have they affirmed that

can be found. they don’t want cremation?

« Keep a copy of these instructions separate from your
will. They should be easily accessible in your home
and with your other important papers.

Your support of HFBA ensures that every Jew - no
matter his or her circumstances - is buried according
to Jewish tradition. We are so grateful for your support

e Discuss your wishes with a relative or friend or and wish you a long and happy life.

with your rabbi.
Name has been changed to protect confidentiality.

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes its resources to performing chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the
only agency in the New York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless of financial means or religious affiliation,
receives a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.



Directions for My Funeral and Burial

Name: Date:

I wish to be buried according to Jewish custom and tradition.

Please notify: Relationship:
Phone: Email:
Name of clergy: Phone:

Name of synagogue:

Chevra kadisha contact (if applicable):

Funeral Arrangements

__ Irequest that a member of the clergy of my synagogue be asked to conduct the service.

__ Irequestthat be asked to
conduct/participate in the service.

Burial Arrangements

Location of pre-payment receipts or deeds:

Name of cemetery:

Address:

Burial plot location:

Other Important Documents

Location of my will and other key documents:

Signed:

Provided as a courtesy by
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Ifyou're a social worker, please contact For more information on how you can help the poor and the indigent be
HFBA at 212-239-1662 for more copies of buried according to Jewish tradition, visit www.hebrewfreeburial.org or

this form or to discuss how HFBA can help contact Amy Koplow at akoplow@hebrewfreeburial.org or 212-239-1662.
fulfill your clients’ last wishes.

(SRR
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Olga, an unemployed drug addict and alcoholic, died

at the age of 41 after years of depending on public
assistance and Medicaid. She had a non-Jewish

“green card” husband who wanted nothing to do with
her burial. Fortunately, HFBA found her sister who
authorized the burial. With the volunteer minyan in
attendance, Olga’s 11-year old daughter stood tearfully
at her mother’s grave.

Boris was 81 years old when he died. In better times, he
had been an accomplished journalist. HFBA was notified
of his death by a friend two months after he passed
away. The friend informed us that Boris’ brother; Igor,
was ill and impoverished and could not contribute funds
towards the burial. Igor, however, reached out to Boris’
estranged wife and his to his daughter, Katya. Katya,
distraught over the loss of her father and adamant that
he be buried as a Jew, called HFBA. She told us that she
had a falling out with her father and had not seen him

Annual HFBA
Staten Island Breakfast

On December 16, 2018, over 150 people turned out to
hear guest speaker Charlie Harary address the themes
of the holiday of Chanukah, connecting it to the concept
and value of chesed (lovingkindness) and the importance
of HFBA's mission.

Yosi Shalem, who recently retired as Mount Richmond
Cemetery’s superintendent, was honored for his 10
years of service. The Staten Island chevra kadisha and
volunteer minyan members were also acknowledged
for their hard work on behalf of HFBA.

for two years. As an unemployed, single mother on food
stamps and Medicaid, she nonetheless worked with
HFBA, authorizing and contributing to the costs of the
burial. At the service, attended by family and friends,
Katya tearfully shared her feelings that Boris had been

a devoted father, brother and grandfather.

In September, HFBA was called by the Medical Examiner
(M.E.) about 46-year old Victor, who had died as a
result of a drug overdose. The decedent’s landlord

had informed us that the decedent was a Jewish man,

wearing a kippah and displaying a mezuzah at the door

of his apartment. HFBA notified the Public Administrator

who already knew about the case and shared with us
i that the decedent’s Social Security number matched
two people, a woman, Sabrina and a man, Victor. At

i this point, our staff realized that the individual was

¢ transgender.

As a Jew, Victor was entitled to a Jewish burial which he

received in our cemetery. The members of the volunteer
minyan attended Victor’s burial so kaddish could be
recited. There were no family members or friends at
his funeral.

i Names and details were changed to protect confidentiality.

Mount Richmond Cemetery Hours
of Operation During Passover and

Shavuot Holidays:

Passover

Friday, April19...................... .. 9 AM -1PM
Sunday, April 21 ..., CLOSED
Thursday, April 25...................... 9 AM -1PM
Friday, April26.............coooiiiiii, CLOSED
Shavuot

Sunday, June9.............oiiiiiiiint, CLOSED
Monday, June 10..........c.ccooeiviaaennn. CLOSED

Yizkor is recited on Saturday, April 27, and Monday, June 10.

Taleisim Needed!

In addition to tachrichim (burial shrouds), a Jewish man
i is buried in a tallis. Donated, used taleisim are very much
{ needed and appreciated. Please send used taleisim
directly to: Mount Richmond Cemetery, 420 Clarke

i Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10306. Thank you!



PYCCKWUU JANNZKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

YT06BI HAIlIA nmocjaeaHAA BOJIA Obl/Ia U3BECTHA

MauJto KTO U3 Hac N0-HACTOAILEMY 3a/[yMbIBaeTCsI 0 HeU36ex-

HOU KOHYMHE. BO3MOXXHO MBI IPUOOPEJIH YYaCTOK Ha K/IaI0HIIe U
MPOILLLIU CBSI3aHHBIE € 3TUM $popMasbHOCTH. TeM He MeHee 10BOJILHO
TPYZAHO 06CYyK/JaTh Hallly [TOC/IeJHIOI0 BOJIIO C GJIM3KUMU UJIU APY3bsi-
MHU. A TeM U3 Hac, KTO [10-HACTOSAILEMY OAMHOK — INIyGOKUM CTapHKaM,
TEM, ¥ KOI'0 He 0CTa/I0Ch OJIM3KHX, — 3a4aCTy10 ObIBaeT MPOCTO He C
KeM 06CyIUTh CBOY MOXKeJIaHUs 110 TOBOAY TOXOPOH U Norpe6GeHusl.

Ho xoTs1 06¢cy»xjaTh OC/IeJHIO0 BOJIIO HeJIerKo, yMaTuMBaHUe O
Hel Co3J]aéT TPYAHOCTH AAJis BCeX. B Xy/AileM ciy4yae yesloBeK MOXET
JlaKe JIMIIUTBCA IPaBa Ha norpebeHue 1o eBpeiickoMy o6psy. Bot
HEeCKOJIbKO 11ar0B, KOTopble Bbl MoXeTe cies1aTh, YTOOBI Ballla Mo-
c/leHss BOJIs Obljla U3BECTHa:

¢ 3anMLIMTE CBOU NOXKEJIaHUSL.

¢ Binuute uMsa u HoMep TesledpoHa Baiero paBBuHa, a Takxke

pacnoJioxeHue Barero yyactka Ha kiaagouie. Eciu Bel yxke 3a-
IJIaTUJIY 32 YYACTOK, IPUJIOKHUTE KBUTAHLMIO UJIH YKQXKUTe, TAe
eé MOXKHO JIErKO HaWTH.

o Jlep>kuTe 3TH NOXKeJIaHHUs OTAe/IbHO OT 3aBelaHus. HyxxHo, 4To-

6bI UX ObLIIO JIETKO HAWTU cpefy Balux BaXKHbIX GyMar.

¢ O6cynuTe Bammy noxkesnaHus ¢ poACTBEHHUKAMU, APY3bsIMU UJIH C

Bawmnm paBBUHOM.

Bce 5TH 11aru NoMoryT B BbIIIOJIHEHUH HALIUX MOXKeJIaHHUH, YTOObI
norpe6eHre COOTBETCTBOBAJIO HAIIUM YOeXAeHUAM, U UTOObI Mbl
MOKOWJIMCh PSAZOM C 6JIM3KUMY, APY3bsIMU UM YIeHaMH Halllel
OOIIUHBI.

HFBA nomoraet
B ceHTA6pe nporioro roaa B EBpelickoe biaroTBopuTebHoe

[MoxopoHHoe Bropo (HFBA) no3BoHW/IN U3 TOPO/ICKOTO MOpra
10 oBoAy Hekoero Buktopa C*, KOTOpbIi CKOHYaJICS B BO3pac-
Te 46-U JIeT OT nepef03MPOBKY HAPKOTUKOB. /loMoBJIaieieL]
YCOIMILIETO COOBIIMII HaM, UTO ero XKuJlel| 6blJ1 eBpeeM, HOCKJI KUILY,
Y YTO Y Hero 6bL1a Me3y3a Ha Kocsike JiBepu. Korzia HFBA cBsiza-
JIOCb € 0pHCOM rOPOJCKOT0 aAIMUHUCTPATOPA, TaM CKasaJli, 4TO
VM U3BECTHO 00 3TOM CJIy4yae, ¥ YTO HOMeP COLUaIbHOI0 CTPaxo-
BaHHs1 YCOIIILIEro COBNa/aeT C HOMePaMH JBYX YeJIOBeK — HeKoel
Cabpunbl C* u BukTtopa C*. Torza HalllM COTPYAHUKA COOOpa3UIIH,
yT0 BUKTOp 6b11 TpaHcreHjepoM. [1ocko/IbKy 6b1JI0 yCTaHOBIIe-
HO, YTO OH ObLT eBpeeM, BUKTOp MMes1 TpaBo Ha Iorpe6eHue 1o
eBpelickoMy 06psiy. Ero noxoponuiu Ha npuHagsexaiieMm HFBA
KJIaj6ule. YieHb! Halllero MUHbsIHA ,00POBOJIbLIEB, IPUIIE/IINX
Ha Aipyrye MOXOPOHbI, OCTAJIUCh U TPOYUTAIU KaJulll 10 BUKTODY.
HukTo 13 Apy3el UM pOACTBEHHUKOB He IPHUCYTCTBOBAJL

HaMm nuiayT

..KaxkibIit HoMep Balllelt ra3eThl BbI3bIBAET Y MeHs C/1€3bl. Tak
60JIbHO Y3HaBAaTb, YTO ECTb EBPEH, BeAYLIHE XKaJIKOe CYIECTBOBAHHE,
B M30JISILIMU U OAMHOYeCTBe. biiarogapenre Be-BbilIHEMY 3a TO, UTO
€CTb TaKasi OpraHu3anys Kak Baia. HeT 60Jiee BAXKHOU MUIIBBI, YeM
YCILY?KUTB T€M, KTO HE CMOXKET BEPHYTh A0JIT 6/1aroJapHOCTH.

[TycTb BO3/1acTCA BaM CTOPULEH 3a JO6POTY BallMX COTPYJHUKOB,
JI06POBOJIBLIEB U IApUTEJIEH.
Pub.T.

Ko3bl M rycu

YuTtaTe 1 Halllero XKypHasa «Xece» JIO6AT UCTOPUH O YKUBOT-
HBIX, TaK 4TO BOT elljé ofHa. Kak Mbl ucaiy B MPOIILIX HOMEPAX,
KO3bl GbLJIM IPUBe3€eHbI Ha Hallle HCTOpUYecKoe Kiagbuile CuibBep
Jletik B 2016-M 1 2017-M rogax BeCHOU U JIETOM, YTOObI yHUYTOXXUTh
3apOC/IU IJ0BUTOTO IIIOLIA U JPYTHUX HeXKeJlaTeJbHBIX PacTeHHH. A
He/IaBHO Ha Hallle Jie}icTByollee Kaaaouile MayHT PuaMong ctanu
yallle yeM 06bIYHO HAaBe/IbIBATbCA CTau JUKHUX ryceil. YToObI orpaHu-
YHUTb YUCJIO 3TUX HexeJlaHHbIX rocteld, HFBA cBsi3asoch ¢ «I'ycuHOM
[Tonuuueit» — 4acTHOM KOMIIaHUEH, KOTopasi IPUBO3UT ClIELHaIbHO
00y4eHHBIX COOAK /IS OTHYTUBaHMs JUKUX ryceid. K cyacTblo, aToT
MeTO/| OKa3aJICs 04eHb JeHCTBEHHBIM [/l CHIDKEHUS HeyZ,06CTBa OT
Ha/IETOB JIUKHUX I'ycel 1 BbI3bIBAEMOT0 MU 3arpsA3HEHUs KIaA6HLIa.

CyacmiuBoro npasaHuka I[Iacax

B Hauasie macxa/nbHOTO cefiepa Mbl IPOU3HOCHM C/IeAyIOllee: «BCSK,
KTO FOJIOfieH, MyCTb BOWJET U HAaCBITUTCA, BCAK, KTO HYy>KJaeTcs, MyCThb
CaJIUTCA C HAMU U y4acTBYeT B Npa3iHOBaHUH [lecaxa». 3TOT MochbL1 —
3a60THTCA O TeX, KTO JIMIIEH OCHOBHBIX YeJIOBeYECKUX 6J1ar, BK/II0Yast
6J1aro o6IeHHs C APYTUMHU — BaXKeH B TedeHHe Bcero rozia. C Bauei
nomo1ubto EBpeiickoe biarorBopuTtenbHoe [loxopoHHOoe Bropo npo-
CTHpaeT 3Ty 3a60Ty 0 6eJHBIX Y OJJMHOKHX eBPesiX U 110CJIe CMEPTH.

Hauayvwux eam nodxicenaHnuii u cuacmaueozo Illecaxa, u ocpom-
Hoe cnacu6o 3a eauty NOCMOSIHHYI0 N0J0EPIHCKY.

PacnuncaHune pabotbl Knagbuwa
Mount Richmond Ha Bpema eBpenckunx
npa3saHNKOB — BeCHa 2019 .

NECAX

[laTHULE, 19 anpesid ......vovvevvninnnnn 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
BockpeceHbe, 21 alPesIfl. .. .ovvevnnnieiininnanns 3AKPBITO
YeTBepr, 25 ampesis ....ovveveeeeeeieennnns 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
[IATHUL@A, 26 QIPEJIS ..o e vvveeeeinin e erinnneeens 3AKPBLITO

[TomunansHasa mosinTea U3KOP ynTaeTcsa B mocieHUMH jeHb
Ipa3fHMKA, B Cy660TYy 27 anpesst

LWABYOT

BOCKpECEHBE, O MIOHA . ..o viiveiviii i 3AKPBITO
[MoHegeNnbHUK, 10 MIOHS «..vuvvieiiieinnnnnnnnes 3AKPBITO

[TomuHansHasg MmosinTea U3KOP ynTaeTcsd B mocieHUM JeHb
Npa3JHUKa, B MOHeeJbHUK 10 uoHs
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<« @ Inthe Mail

Letters below have been edited for
clarity and to protect confidentiality.

Your newsletter always leaves me in tears. It is so painful
to know that fellow Jews are living such marginal lives,
isolated and alone. Thank G-d for your organization.
There is no higher mitzvah than serving those who
cannot reciprocate.

May the kindness of your staff, volunteers and supporters
be returned many times over.

R. and B. G.

Enclosed is a donation in appreciation of the wonderful
service you provided for me by burying my aunt. She was
buried in a very respectful manner and Rabbi Plafker
was kind enough to be on the phone with me so I could
hear the entire funeral as he prayed and explained what
was going on. I felt I was there even though I could not
be there physically.

Thanks again for your caring and service. It was so good
that you were there when I needed it.

R.O.

One of the biggest mitzvahs one can do is to attend to the
dead — the other is to donate to HFBA whose dedicated
staff bury the dead. It’s a real mitzvah.

I.B.

Thank you so much for your help in planning this funeral.
My husband was a wonderful man and the loss is
agonizing. The funeral was simple and beautiful. Rabbi
Plafker was superb.

W.L.

Geese Police

Chesed readers seem to enjoy stories about animals and
now we have another to report! As described in previous
editions of this newsletter, goats were welcomed to Silver
Lake Cemetery in the spring and summer of 2016 and
2017 to eat poison ivy and other unwanted vegetation.

We are now being visited by flocks of wild geese in Mount
Richmond Cemetery. To control these unwanted guests,
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the Geese Police, who bring
i trained dogs to the cemetery
i to chase away the geese.

very effective in reducing the

i waste in the cemetery.

of Silver Lake Cemetery,

‘m Before and after pictures
seen from the back corner.

Silver Lake Cemetery
Preservation Project

HFBA's historic Silver Lake Cemetery, which was
founded in 1892, and is the beneficiary of a New
York State Historic Preservation Grant, is currently
undergoing the challenging process of conservation
and repair. Over one hundred wild trees which were
damaging the site have been removed. The original
stone walls enclosing the cemetery are being stabilized.
And low-lying areas in the cemetery, which has a
sloping topography causing rain water to collect at
a central point, are being filled. In addition, a new
drainage system is being installed to channel excess
water outside the cemetery.

We expect this first phase of the preservation work to
be finished by early summer.

HFBA has contracted with

Happily, this method has been

number of geese and their




At the beginning of the seder;, we invite “all who are hungry,
come and eat” and “all who are needy, come and participate
in the Passover ritual.” The message of caring for those
whose basic needs are not being met, including that of
companionship, is relevant throughout the year. With your
help, HFBA extends that chesed to poor and isolated Jews
upon their deaths as well.

Best wishes for a happy Passover and
thank you For your continued support.

Chesed Shel Emet - How You Can Help

REMEMBER to include HFBA in your will with a DONATE unused graves. If the graves are not part
bequest. of a burial society or family plot and are located in
: New York or New Jersey, please consider donating

ESTABLISH an HFBA Forever Gift Annuity or Charitable them to HFBA and receiving a tax deduction for

Trust Plan. In addition to the guaranteed income and

_ . your gift.
tax benefits, these plans ensure that HFBA's promise : o
of a Jewish burial to future generations of indigent Jews SPONSOR perpetual grave care for an indigent’s

will be fulfilled. . grave for $600.

COMMEMORATE aloss or an honor with HFBA cards. ENROLL a Bar/ B?t Mitzvah in our “Mitzvah Circle”
. by suggesting a gift to HFBA to your guests.

Cards cost $18 and can include a personalized message. :

. VOLUNTEER with your friends, classmates, fellow

: group members, or family at Silver Lake Cemetery
Chesed Days.

PARTICIPATE as a professional
by donating your expertise and
skills in an area that can help us.

CONTRIBUTE to HFBA to ensure an annual yahrzeit
reminder for your lost loved ones.

INSTITUTE a perpetual yahrzeit
kaddish for your loved one for a
donation of $180.

ARRANGE for kaddish to be said for DONATE your property, used
the eleven month mourning period 18 vehicle or boat and receive a
following a death of a relative or A 'IJ'IH"- 124 4§ generous tax donation.
friend for a donation of $360. — I i :

@,

PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY BY SENDING A DONATION IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.
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