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Silver Lake Cemetery
Our Pledge to the Past, a Legacy for the Future

IT WAS A TIME WHEN MORE CHILDREN THAN i interments. Some 13,600 individuals were buried at
OLD PEOPLE DIED... i Silver Lake Cemetery between 1892 and 1909. Over half

¢ were infants and children. Most were immigrants from
In 1888, nine men gathered to form the Chebra i Eastern Europe. A few were veterans of the Spanish
Agudas Achim Chesed Shel Emeth (The Society of the ¢ American War. Others had fallen victim to rampant
Brotherhood of True Charity). Children were dying . epidemics, poor medical care and unsanitary conditions.
on the Lower East Side; disease and starvation were i And some just never recovered from the break with their
endemic. Yet, families could not afford to bury them, i native lands.

nor to inter the elderly and the infirm.

. _ . _ _ i Now on the National Register of Historic Places, Silver
Without a Jewish burial ground, impoverished Jews i Lake Cemetery is recognized as a vital chapter in the
would be consigned to New York story of American immigration

City’s Potter’s Field. There would and the history of New York
be no markers there, nor any Jewry.

way to recite the kaddish, the

traditional prayer for the dead. B8 AFTER NATURE'S EROSION,

A NEW ERA OF HOPE AND

One of the nine, Max Silver REPAIR

lent the group $1,500 to help
purchase a plot of land in Staten
Island. The land had been a part
of the ].G. Thanner estate in

the Grymes Hill neighborhood.
Silver Lake Cemetery was
originally meant to serve the
Jews of the Lower East Side.
The need, however, was city-
wide and soon the cemetery’s
mission broadened to include
all New York.

Over the past 120 years, nature
and encroaching human activity
had taken their inevitable
course. The cemetery is at the
foot of Grymes Hill and - after
heavy rains - water collected at

i its lower spots. Children’s graves
¥ were submerged under these

§ impromptu ponds.

Most of the children’s graves

" had never been marked. Many
In just 17 years, the 4.5 acre i : . of the others had only small and
cemetery was filled. Some o L i PNl A o >~ thin stones, now gone. Other

days, there were up to a dozen Silver Lake Cemetery, January 2020

continued on page 2

Your help is needed now more than ever.

Donate online at https://www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate
Giving on our secure website is both easy and efficient!




S . . o . parLy e
Daily Giving is an innovative non-profit organization which collects $1 a day from each of its GIVIN
donors as a gift to a tzedakah. Hebrew Free Burial Association would like to thank Daily Giving G
for including us as one of the charitable groups it supports. NI iy TN
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_‘E‘] headstones were victims of natural erosion, vandalism
o~ i and other physical damage. Opportunistic trees had

uprooted markers and shifted burial sites. Portions of
3 5 2 i the perimeter walls and fencing needed to be stabilized.
B U H 3 |§ i One cemetery border needed fencing.

i HFBA HAS UNDERTAKEN
{ A MASSIVE AND
VALIANT EFFORT TO
PRESERVE SILVER

LAKE CEMETERY

Russian
Immigrants
Buried

The Silver Lake

¢ Preservation Project is
. e ¢ now fulfilling its pledge
Tal eisim N eed ed! to those who are buried
i here. Over the past

i year, we have secured

In addition to tachrichim (burial shrouds), a Jewish man

is buried in a tallis. Donated, used taleisim are very much the cemetery, repaired

needed and appreciated. Please send used taleisim { the masonry walls and

directly to: Mount Richmond Cemetery, 420 Clarke i cleared the grounds.

Avenue, Staten ISland, NY 10306. Thankyou.’ To Stop pondage, we Barnet Zodikoff was 31

......................................................... : created new drainage
¢ channels and removed

years old when he passed
away. He was a beloved

e 2020/5780 | over 170 0pportunistic  husband and father
er : ' HFBA pledged to Barnet’s
. : family - to the families
. .- ; _ FULFILLING A of 13,600 other indigent
EOM MU N”-Y BREAKFAST SACRED PLEDGE Jews - that Silver Lake
— : p— i With most of the Cemet.ery _would .always
: structural work bfe m_alntalned with
dignity and respect.

i completed, we are

¢ now ready to mark the

10,000 graves that are missing stones and restore dignity

© to those buried at Silver Lake Cemetery. This $1 million
josl E. Simon : campaign will also enable us to create educational

e S Gt el S tools focused on the cemetery’s significance and the

immigrants who shaped our city and are buried here.

Lavren & David Ucbemian
t‘—-u,&-l—.‘!l—.l'

: As it buries indigent Jews with dignity and respect,
(su'ulﬂy' 3""9 flf, 2020, 9,-30 o i Hebrew Free Burial Association promises to maintain

Hebrew Institute of Riverdale - the Bayit _thelr graves and the cer_netery in the same spirit, .
100 Herey Hodson Parkway, Riverdale NY i in perpetuity. To do so, it must rely on each succeeding

Event co-chas: Arsdres Harvis  David Kaapp generation to help uphold this sacred promise.

RSVP: 212-239-1662 or go to www.hebrewfreeburial org/riverdale —Margy-Ruth Davis
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HFBA

Helps

Names and details have been changed to protect confidentiality.
_ P

Eileen E, 73 years old, lived in her car in a mall park-
ing lot. There she was befriended by Donna N. who
worked in the mall. A few years ago, Donna brought
Eileen home to have Thanksgiving dinner with her and
her mother, Kristin. Eileen eventually became a family
friend and would visit on various occasions, never
sharing details of her personal life. One Friday night,
Eileen asked the Catholic women if she could light
candles, explaining that it was a custom in her Jewish
faith. When Eileen passed away, Donna and Kristin re-
called that Eileen had said that she wanted to be “bur-
ied in the ground with a rabbi saying prayers.” Donna
found HFBA on the internet, reached out and soon
Eileen received the traditional Jewish burial she had
wanted. In a letter of thanks to us, Donna said, "HFBA
treated us all with respect. The more I learn about the
Jewish faith, the more [ want to learn.”

Sarah W,, 75 years old, called HFBA to pre-plan her
burial. However, at the time of her death from cancer
a month later, she had not yet filled out the required
paperwork. Sarah had been married and divorced
three times and had been estranged from her three
siblings for over thirty years. She had also abandoned
her son and daughter when they were children. HFBA
located Sarah’s brother, who told us that they had had
an abusive father and that Sarah suffered from mental
and emotional problems. When Sarah died, a neighbor
took the initiative to call HFBA for Sarah’s burial. Sarah
was buried at Mount Richmond Cemetery with the
volunteer minyan in attendance.

Jerome R. was raised by a divorced single mother

and maternal grandparents. He attended Columbia
University and several overseas universities includ-
ing the Sorbonne. He married, had a son and worked
throughout his life at various jobs. When he died at the
age of 76, HFBA received a call from his son Kevin who
lives off the grid in Oregon with no internet or phone.
He claimed that his father had received some public
assistance but he did not know details and he himself
could not contribute to the cost of the funeral. HFBA
buried Jerome. His son did not attend the burial.

New Ways to Support
Hebrew Free Burial

. Association

Your support makes it possible for hundreds of indigent
Jews in our community to be buried each year.

To help you make your own wishes known — and to
provide you with some smart giving choices — here are
three new planning and philanthropic tools.

YOUR LEGACY

A gift to HFBA in your will can help ensure that every
Jewish person receives a dignified, traditional Jewish
funeral. You can now create your will at no cost and
build your legacy at Hebrew Free Burial Association
by visiting www.hebrewfreeburial.org/freewill.
This resource is free to you whether or not you choose
to include Hebrew Free Burial Association. We’re
happy to help you prepare for your future no matter
what you choose to do.

DO YOU HAVE A TRADITIONAL IRA?

If you do, and you are 70% years old, you are eligible
to make a tax-free donation called a Qualified
Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your IRA directly
to Hebrew Free Burial Association. The gift is always
tax free, regardless of whether or not you itemize
deductions on your tax return.

And if you're required by law to withdraw an RMD
(required minimum distribution) from your IRA, a
QCD is a great way to satisfy that requirement while
maximizing your impact.

Visit www.hebrewfreeburial.org/QCD to calculate
your potential tax savings, and make a tax-free gift
from your IRA to Hebrew Free Burial Association.

GIFTS OF STOCK

If you have appreciated stocks, they represent your
best opportunity for giving back. When you cash out
your stocks, you are required to pay capital gains tax.
However, if you transfer the stock directly, you will be
able to deduct the full amount of your stock, completely
avoiding capital gains tax.

Visit www.hebrewfreeburial.org/stocks to transfer
your stocks today.



PYCCKUN JAUJKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Knagoume CuibBep Jlelik - Halll AOJIT NPOLJIOMY, Hallle
Hac/ieue 15 GyAylero

B 1888 rozy AeBATh YesoBek cobpannchk B Hoio-Hopke u ocHoBamu
ToBapuiectBo UcTuHHOM BaaroTBopuTeibHOCTH (Ha UBpUTE XeBpa
Arynac-Axum Xecepn wesib IMet). B To Bpems Ha Huxnem Hct-Caiizie
eBpelicKUe IETH BO MHOXXECTBE YMUPaJIY, Yallle BCero 1u3-3a 60sie3Hen
v roJiozia. bes crernyanbHOro MecTa /151 Norpe6eHUH 1o eBpeicKoMy
00psily MHOTHE eBpeHr GbUTH Obl TOXOPOHEHBI HA HBIO-HOPCKOM
MoTTepc ®unp - kaagoulLe /151 6e37,0MHbIX. UX MOTHIIBI He 6bLTH
6bI 0603HAYEHB], U HE ObLIO Obl BO3MOXHOCTH MPOYUTATh K/IU1II,
TPAAULMOHHYI0 MOJIUTBY IO YCOIIINM.

ToBapuiecTBO npro6Gpesio 3eMJIto A1 Kiaaaouia Cuibeep
Jleiik, UI3HaYaIbHO Mpe/JHA3HAYABLIETOCS JJI1 eBpeeB-KUTeNeH
Hmxuero Uct Caiizia. Ho noTpe6GHOCTD B TaKOM KJIaZ0ULIE Oblia
001IETOPO/ICKOH, M BCKOPE KJIa/I0HIIle Haya/I0 MPUHUMATh EBPEEB CO
Bcero Hulo-Hopka. [loaToMy Bcero 3a 17 JieT paGoThl Bce YeThIpe ¢
MOJIOBUHOM aKpa TEPPUTOPHH KJI3A0UIIA ObLIH 3aM0JTHEHBIL.

Mexay 1892 u 1909 rogamu Ha kiaouie Cunbsep Jleiik 66110
noxopoHeHo npruMepHo 13,600 yesi0BeK, B OCHOBHOM BbIXO/ILIEB U3
BoctouHoii EBponbl. Bosiee os10BUHBI U3 HUX ObLIU JIeTH. 3/1eCh
nokosiTcsl BeTepaHbl BoHHBI CIIIA ¢ McnaHuel, a Tak»ke KepTBbl
3NUJEMUH, IJIOXOW MeIULIMHBI U aHTUCAHUTAPHBIX YCJIOBUH.
Knan6uuie 3aneceHo B peectp HarponanbHbIx McTopryeckux
[TaMATHHUKOB ¥ MPU3HAHO BAXKHOU BEXOW B UCTOPHUU aMePUKAHCKOU
MMMUTPALUH Y, B YACTHOCTH, B UCTOPUU HbIO-HOPKCKOTO EBPENCTRA.

3anocnennue 120 jieT ¥ IpUpoja, ¥ NOACTYHAIOIIKE IPUTOPOJbI
CMOCOGCTBOBAIM YIAAKY U 3aMyCTEHUIO KJIaA0ULa. YTOGhI peliuTh
3Ty npobJieMy, HFBA npeanpuHsiio cMeJible U MacCIITAGHbIE [IArH 110
coxpaHeHHIo kaaa6uiia CuibBep Jlelk. B paMkax 3TUX yCHIH Oblia
YKpeIieHa BHElLIHSs OrpaZia, MoYMHEHA KaMeHHas KJIaJiKa 3/JaHui U
MIPUCTPOEK, IPOJIOKEHBI HOBbIE [pEHAKHbIE KaHABbI U yIaJIEHO 6osiee
170 BTOpruxcs fepeBbes.

CerofiHs 60J1bIlIasA YacTb CTPYKTYPHOM paboThI 3aBeplIeHa, U Mbl
roTOBBI paBU/IbHO oMeTUTh 10,000 Moru, He UMeIUX KaMEHHbIX
Tabsndek. [lomumo atoro, HFBA npoBoAUT KaMMaHUIO 110 CO3JaHUI0
y4eOGHBIX MAaTEPUJIOB O 3HAYeHUH KJ1a1ouia Cuibsep Jleik u o
BKJIa/Ie TOXOPOHEHHBIX 3/1€Ch EBPEMCKIUX UMMUTPAHTOB B Pa3BUTHE
Hblo-Mopka.

Kak Tora, Tak u B Hamu AHU HFBA o6ecnieunBaeT MaJlOUMYyIIUM
eBpesiM JI0OCTOMHbIE TOXOPOHBI. ITUM HAIlld COTPYAHUKU IAI0T
o6elIaHue OYYIIMM 3110XaM COXPaHSITh 3TH MOTHJIbI U KJI3/ICHILIE.
Jli1g po/io/KeHUs CTOJIb BOXKHOTIO Jles1a Mbl pacCUUThIBAEM
Ha IIOMOII[b K&X/J0T0 HOBOT'O MIOKOJIEHUS B BBITIOJIHEHHUU 3TOTO
CBAILEHHOI'0 0OellaHUs.

HFBA nomoraet
e O*, KoTopoi 6bLI0 73 ro/ia, XKUJIa B CBOEH MalllHE,
CTOsIBLLIEH Ha MapKOBKe ToproBoro eHTpa B Hoto-/lxepcu. Tam oHa
NoApyXuach c Hekoelt JloHHOH H., paGoTaBliell B 3TOM e LleHTpe.
Heckosibko s1eT Ha3az JloHHa 1 eé MaTb KpUCTHH pUmacuau JWIMH
K cebe oMol Ha Tpamne3y no ciaydato /s Biarogapenust. [locteneHHo
JWIMH NOJIPYKUJIACh C 3TOM CEMbEU U MHOT/IA MPUXO/IAJIA K HUM B
rOCTH, IpaB/a, TOYTH He paccKasbiBasi 0 CBoeH KU3HU. OJJHa/Ibl B
NATHULY JWIUH cipocuia JloHHy 1 KpucTHH, KaToJIM4eK, MOXeT JIK
OHa 3a)Ke4b Y HUX CBEYH, 0O'bSICHUB, YTO 3TO O/IHA UX TPAAULIUH eé
eBpelcKoli Bephl.

Korza 3t He ctaso, [loHHa U KpUCTUH NPUIIOMHUIIY, YTO

JWIMH yNIOMSIHYJIa, YTO XOTeJIa Obl «GbITh IOXOPOHEHHOMH B 3eMJle, U
YTOOBLI PAaBBUH YU TaJ MOJUTBbI». JloHHA pa3bickasa Teaedpon HFBA
B UHTEpHETE U M03BOHMIA HaM. Bckope JilyivH Obl1a morpebeHa
10 eBpelicKkoMy 06psi/ly, KaKk OHa Toro XoTeJa. JJoHHa Hamucana
6J1arolapcTBeHHOE NMUCbMO: «...Cero/{Hs Hallla noApyra 6su1a
MIOXOPOHEHa 110/, MOJIMTBbI PaBBHHA, COIJIACHO eBPeCKON TpafuIuu.
JT0 6B110 661 HEBO3MOXKHO 6e3 oMoy HFBA. Baiu coTpyAHUKH
IPOSIBUJIM KO BCEM HaM 3a60Ty U yBaxkeHUe. YeM Gosiblile 51 y3HAO O
3aKOHaXx UyAan3Ma, TeM 60JIbllle MHe X04eTCsl U Jjasblle UX U3y4YaTby».
* UMeHa usMeHeHbl

Ham numyT

£ Hauas BeICTpauBaTh reHeaoruyecKoe JpeBo Halllel ceMbU B
koHIe 70-%, 6eceiysl c poAcTBeHHUKaMu. Mo# oTel, ero 6paT u
cecTpa HacTauBaJ/IY, YTO y HUX 6L YeTBEPTHIN GpaT, KOTOPBIN yMep
B MJIafleH4yecTBe. XOTb OHU BCe GbLJIM B 3TOM yBePEHbI, HUKTO He 3HaJI
ero uMeHMU. M Tak Haya/IMCh MOUCKX MOero i1 Ali3eKa, 3aHsBIlIMeE B
0611el CJI0XKHOCTH TpH AecsaTuieTus. B 1991 roay st cymes pasbickaThb
3aMMCh 0 poXkAeHUH Aiizeka CTaliHe b/ia, pOAUBILETrocs y MOMX
6abywku 1 Aeayuku, Mopuna u Uael CtaitHdenb. Ho siuib B 2006-
M yZlaJ10Ch MHe HaWTH CBU/ETENIbCTBO O CMEePTH. B cBUAeTeIbCTBE
6blJ1a OIIMGKa — OHO ObLI0 BblZIaHO Ha Mcuopy Ctaiindenna. Bee
ocTasIbHOe ObLJI0 IPAaBUJIBHO: UMeHa PoANTe el, afipec ¥ BO3pacT
JAsn Alizeka. BHU3Y cTpaHHIbI 6bIIO YKa3aHO MeCTO NorpeGeHust —
MP Oyuun Bero. fl ycranoBu, yTo «MP» 03HayaeT MayHT Puamony,
KJaZ6ul11le, KOTOPBHIM HbIHYe 3aBeayeT HFBA.

A cBsi3ancs c opucom HFBA 1 HazHauu/I AaTy U BpeMsl NOCELeHN],
YTOObI HAUTH MOTHJTYy MOETO JAsIAH. Y BX0Jja MEHsI BCTPETUJ
cotpyaHuk HFBA, KOTOpBIi IPOBOAMII MeHS /10 MeCTa 3aXOPOHEHHUSI.
MoruJia He 6bl1a TOMeYeHa, Kak ¥ MHOTHe ipyrhe MoruJbl. [lepcoHan
KJ1aZ6H111ia TOMOT MHe 3aKa3aTb U YCTAHOBUTb NaMATHUK HAa MOTHJTY.
Tenepb 51 kaxAbIN rof cobr0Aa0 HopLaiT (roA0BILHMHA CMEPTH)
CBOETO AA/H.

..AnaH CmaliHgenvo

Kesraem ecem Hawum dpy3eam u mem, Kmo Hac noddepxcusaem,
cuacmiueozo npazdHuka Ilecax !

PacnucaHue pa6omusi Kaad6uwja Mt. Richmond
Ha epemsl espelickux npa3dHukoe - eecHa 2020 a.

INECAX

Cpefia, 8ampeIfl.....vvv i 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
B (=5 =153 o) VRS =0 1§ o1 - 3AKPBLITO
[MAaTHULE, 10 AMPEJISA .o vt 3AKPBITO
BTOpHUK, 14 alpesist ....ovvviiiiiiiiiiiiieees 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
(0315 - W ST 11401, £ SO 3AKPBITO
YeTBepr, 16 AlPeJISA v vei et eeneeens 3AKPBLITO
IIABYOT

YeTBePr, 28 Mafd .. ovvvi v 9:00 AM -1:00 PM
U6 0% 00 = BAS T - V- (A 3AKPBITO

IomuHnanvHasa moaumea H3KOP uumaemcs 8 nociedHuil deHb
Kadcdozo npa3dnuka: 16 anpeas u 30 mas
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Letters below have been edited for
clarity and to protect confidentiality.

I just wanted you to know that I've just sent out a check
for $500 as a thank you and donation for all your good
work. To know that you were there for my family when
they could not afford to bury their infant son - at their
greatest time of need - touches me greatly. Thank you
from the bottom of my heart for the work you do.

G.M.

Some time ago, I learned that my mother had a
brother, Josel Klassman, who died of measles on
February 4, 1921 at the Ellis Island Hospital.

I recently found a card in my parents’ safe deposit
box which had the section and grave number in
Mount Richmond Cemetery for Joseph Kleinman
(his Americanized name). I would never have
found his grave without this information.

It was quite moving to know that HFBA buried
my uncle all those years ago.

Stuart K. Waxenberg

Today our friend Deborah was buried in a beautiful
pine box and prayed over by a rabbi and was honored
with a traditional Jewish burial.

This would not have been possible without this
wonderful organization, Hebrew Free Burial
Association. Everyone we came in contact with

was wonderful. They treated us and Deborah with care
and respect.
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I can’t say enough about what it meant to my
daughter and me that Deborah was escorted today.

Thank you so very much.

i M.N.
i Posted on Facebook

I started work on my family tree, in the late 1970s
by talking to family members. My dad, his brother
and sister, all said that there had been a fourth
sibling who died as an infant. While they all knew
this, none of them knew his name. And so began
what would be a three-decades-long search for
Uncle Isaac...

...Finally, in 1991, I located the birth record of Isaac
Steinfeld, born to my grandparents, Moritz and

Ida Steinfeld. But it was only in 2006 that I located
the death certificate I sought. It wasn'’t for Isaac
Steinfeld but rather Isidore Steinfeld. Everything
else was correct: the names of his parents; his
address and his age. At the bottom of the certifi-
cate was his place of burial, MR Ocean View. MR,

I learned, stands for Mount Richmond, now under
the care of the Hebrew Free Burial Association.

I contacted the association’s office and made an
appointment to find my uncle’s grave. [ was met at
the cemetery by an association official who walked
with me to the site. As with so many others, it was
unmarked and the cemetery staff assisted me in
ordering and placing a monument. I now observe
my uncle’s yahrzeit every year.

Alan Steinfeld

Wishing all our
HFBA supporters
and friends a

very Happy
Passover!



PLEASE HELP OUT TODAY
BY SENDING A DONATION IN
THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION
devotes its resources to performing

chesed shel emet (the ultimate act of loving
kindness). It is the only agency in the New
York metropolitan area dedicated to assuring
that every Jew, regardless of financial means
or religious affiliation, receives a dignified,
traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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Four Star Charity

HFBA History:

From “The Evening World,” July 18, 1902

Tried to Slay His Wife,
Then Killed Himself

Hoffman Sent a Bullet into Her Head and Drank Poison

As a climax to a drunken spree, Hyman Hoffman, a Russian tailor,
attempted to murder his wife Sophie, the mother of his four children...
and then succeeded in a double attempt at suicide to avoid arrest.

Mrs. Hoffman died with a bullet at the base of her brain. Hoffman shot
himself twice without effect, then drank a tumbler of carbolic acid and
died almost immediately...In his death agony he said to the police,

“I shot her. The revolver is there under the chair.” He was dead before

the ambulance arrived from the hospital only a block away.

HFBA buried Hyman on July 20, 1902. It is not known
where Sophie was buried. The fate of their four children
is also unknown.

Mount Richmond Cemetery
Hours of Operation During
Passover and Shavuot Holidays

Passover

Wednesday, April 8 ... 9AM-1PM
Thursday, April 9 ... CLOSED
Friday, April 10 ... CLOSED
Tuesday, April 14 ..........ooiiiiiiiiii s 9AM-1PM
Wednesday, April 15 ... CLOSED
Thursday, April 16 ........cooiiii e CLOSED
Shavuot

Thursday, May 28........coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineenns 9AM-1PM
Friday, May 29 ......coooiiiii i CLOSED

Yizkor is recited on the last day of these festivals:
April 16 and May 30

KChesed Shel Emet
How You Can Help

Contact us for more information,
212-239-1662 or
info@hebrewfreeburial.org




