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It's Never Too Late to Honor a Hero

en-year-old Tobias Gellis was inducted into i crimes. It was clear to the public and to the NYPD that
I NYPD’s Junior Police Force (JPF) in 1916. On they improved the day-to-day quality of life in the city.
July 10, 2016, he was ordered by the precinct
captain to warn neighborhood children about recent : OnJuly 10%, a century after his death, Tobias received
cases of infantile paralysis. Most parents couldn’t i the funeral he should have had, the one accorded all
speak much English; the children were to convey the members of the police force who die in the line of duty.
threat to their families. Standing on the roof of his i The NYPD, preparing to celebrate its 175% anniversary,

decided to commemorate Tobias’ death by ac-
cording him full NYPD honors.

A procession, including members of the Shomrim
Society (the organization of Jewish police
officers), Explorers (today’s version of the JPF)
and a Jewish chaplain, solemnly marched to
Tobias’ gravesite. Under rainy skies, bagpipes
sounded a sorrowful melody and a trumpeter
played the mournful tune of “Taps.” A cloth was
removed to reveal Tobias’ gravestone.

. In the moving ceremony, young Tobias Gellis was

| formally recognized by the NYPD as a hero who

~ (| made the ultimate sacrifice. The presiding officer,
! Inspector Terence Hurson, ended his remarks

by saying, “All members of the NYPD salute you

Captain Gellis. Please rest in peace.”

OFFICERS OF THE JUNIOR POLICE, 15t PRECINCT

tenement at 209 Fourth Street, Tobias began to yell
as his audience became noisy and unruly. In reaction
he stepped back from the crowd, fell off the roof

— and plunged to his death. One hundred and four
years later, this tragic event was commemorated at
HFBA’s Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Few people are aware of this footnote in NYPD history.
The JPF functioned from August 1914 to July 1918,
engaging 6,000 mostly Jewish boys in “police work”

to keep them out of trouble. Their duties included
“preventing swearing in public streets and games of
craps as well as stopping the building of bonfires and
smoking” among the neighborhood youth. They also
acted as lookouts, alerting police officers to possible
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HFBA

Helps

Names and details have been changed to protect confide

Eleanor T., who died at 73, was being held at a county
morgue. Officials located her cousin Sue who called
HFBA. Sue told us that Eleanor had once been married
and worked as a journalist for a local Jewish newspaper.
At the time of her death, she was living in an assisted
living facility, prior to which she had been homeless.
She was buried at Mount Richmond Cemetery with the
volunteer minyan in attendance.

Dora W. was born in Germany in 1938 and was a
“hidden child” during World War II. Her father was
murdered in the Holocaust but Dora was reunited with
her mother and brother after the war. Together they
came to the USA when she was 17. When Dora died

of Covid-19 in April, there was no one to claim her
remains. She died without friends or family. After two
months at the Medical Examiner’s morgue, HFBA was
contacted to pick up the body. Finally, Dora was buried
with dignity, surrounded by fellow Jews - Rabbi Plafker
and the HFBA minyan.

Isaac D., 59, was one of the thousands of the unclaimed
in the NYC Medical Examiner’s morgue trailers in
Brooklyn. At the time of his death from Covid-19

in April, there were 40 refrigerated trucks holding
frozen bodies in that morgue. Although the Public
Administrator was notified of [saac’s death and his
religion in May, his remains were not released to HFBA
until mid-July. We learned that Isaac was born and

A _

¢ raised in New York City, had never married and had no
i siblings. He had worked at various low level jobs over
¢ the years and had about $300 in his bank account at

i the time of his death. [saac was laid to rest in in Mount
Richmond Cemetery.

i

Prior to his death at 69 from cardiac arrest, Arthur N.

i was living in an assisted living facility. It was known to

i the staff that he was separated from his wife and had

i adaughter with a serious medical condition. Sadly,

¢ however, no one had ever visited him, nor was there

i any contact information for his next of kin. His body

¢ was released to HFBA and he was buried with the
volunteer minyan standing at his graveside, responding
i to the kaddish.

Three years ago, with the help of her friend Diane S,,

i Edith J. had set up a pre-need arrangement with HFBA
which had buried her parents in 1953 and 1973. Edith
i had worked as a bookkeeper and, sadly, had no family,
her husband gone and her only child having died in

i infancy. She had been friendly with Diane’s mother

¢ and had helped the older woman when she became
incapacitated. Diane, returning the favor, helped Edith
i asshe aged and, when she died in July at age 97,
contacted us for the burial. Diane and her husband

i attended Edith’s funeral and, after the service was over,
paid a visit to the graves of Edith’s parents.

FROM
&he New Hork Eimes
April 5,2020

Metropolitan Section, Reader’s Comments

I remember [the Happy Land Social Club fire of 1990]
because I was working the night shift at a hospital
in Brooklyn. We were listening to the E.M.S. citywide

i dispatcher and then the news radios started to report

the deaths. Later that day, | was in Manhattan at the

memorial for the Triangle Fire that is held every year

to commemorate the deaths of 146 workers, mostly

young women, that day in 1911. By then there were
more details about the Bronx fire and a lot more tears.
i Every year on this day, I light a memorial candle for all

those souls and visit the Mount Richmond Cemetery

(owned by the Hebrew Free Burial Association)
i where some of the Triangle victims are buried. We
i must never forget them, ever. —Themomcat, N.Y.
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UJA Federation

NEW YORK

HFBA thanks UJA-Federation of New York

for their ongoing support.

) @‘\’ In the Mall

Letters below have been edited for
clarity and to protect confidentiality.

[ saw in your most recent newsletter the need for
used taleisim. My father had his bar mitzvah tallis
and another one that he was buried in. The Hebrew
Free Burial Association was there for my family
when my sister, Francine L., passed away suddenly
in November of 2012. I am thankful to be able to
give back in this small way for all the comfort and
support we received at that very sorrowful time

in our lives.

[ would like to donate this tallis in memory of my
father, Stuart L.

Mark L.

[ want to thank you for your amazing help in
facilitating the burial of Simon B., a member of the
Montefiore Hospital Synagogue.

As a gesture of thanks to you, to HFBA, and to
Simon’s memory, I am happy to enclose a donation
to your organization.

Saul U.

Volunteer Minyan Update

This evening I made a contribution to HFBA in
memory of Abe D. who was my great-grandfather.
He was an early member of the Hebrew Free Burial

i Association. If you check your archives you will find
i that he was the individual who was responsible
i for the burial of at least 17 victims of the Triangle

Shirtwaist Factory Fire. Someone from your
organization interviewed my cousin and me several

i years ago about this. [ understand that right now the
need is great to gather funds to bury those who have

died as the result of Covid-19. I hope that our small
donation helps.

Ruth G.

[ used to be a volunteer until I moved to Florida

four years ago. My wife and [ decided weeks ago

i that as our income has not been adversely affected
as a result of this pandemic, should we receive

i funds from the stimulus bill, we would donate it all
i to charity. Last week we donated some of it to two
i food banks. Then we realized that HFBA must be

overwhelmed as a result of this crisis. | hope the
enclosed check can help. Please stay safe and thank

you for what you do.

Sam R.

On Friday, June 26, HFBA's volunteer minyan gathered
at Mount Richmond Cemetery for the first time since
the middle of March. As the Jewish community shut
down its synagogues, HFBA pushed pause on our
volunteer minyan as well. It was among the many sad
realities that we had to deal with, burying so many
during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic without a
minyan.

We are so grateful for our volunteers who are currently
participating, masked and socially distanced, as

they help us provide a final kaddish for those we are
burying.




PYCCKUU JAUNZKECT

BELOW ARE TRANSLATED SUMMARIES OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE OF CHESED.

Hukorpaa He No34HO NOYTUTL repos

[Ipouwo cTo yeTkIpe roza nocje cMeptu 10-seTHero
To6uaca l'esnca, korga nosunusa Helo-Hopka ycrpona
€My TOP>KeCTBEHHbIE I0XOPOHbI CO BCEMU MOYECTAMH,
[0JIaTalIUMUCS TOMY, KTO ITOIM6 IPU UCIIOJHEHUU
CyKeOHbBIX 06513aHHOCTEH. JleCATKU COTPYAHUKOB MOJTHUIUN
co6pasiich MOYTUTh NaMATh MaJlbYMKa.

B 1916 roay To6uac 6bL1 4IeHOM IOHOIIECKUX MOJIULEHCKUX
cun Hplo-Hopxa. [llecTb ThICAY MaJIbYMKOB, B OCHOBHOM
eBpeeB, IOJIYYUJIU 3a/JaHue «He JONyCKaTb PyraTe/bCTB Ha
yJIMLAX U UT'P B KOCTH ... HE JJONYCKATh Pa3)KUTaHUs KOCTPOB U
KypeHHUs» cpeJild MeCTHON MoJiofiexkd. OHU TakKe JeHCTBOBaIU
KaK HabJiroJaTesy, peynpex/jasi COTpySHUKOB MOJIMLUU O
BO3MOXXHbIX [IPECTYIJIEHUSX.

KanuTaH - HayaJIbHUK y4acTKa — nopy4us Tobuacy
npejynpejUThb COCeACKUX eTel 0 HeJJaBHUX CJIy4asx JeTCKOro
napaJinya. bosbiinHCTBO poAuTesiel J10X0 TOBOPUJIH I10-
aHIVIMICKY, TO3TOMY IPeJI01araaoch, YTO JeTH PacCKaXyT 06
3TOM OMACHOCTHU CBOHUM CEMbSIM.

Jecsaroro utwJs 1916 roaa, cTosl Ha Kpblllle CBOEro
MHOTOKBapTUpPHOTO AoMa HoMep 209 Ha YeTBepToH yniule,
Tob6uac HayaJ1 FPOMKHUM I'0JI0COM ONOBEIATh IPYNIy
MOAPOCTKOB, B OTBET Te CTAJIU LIYMeTb U OySAHUTb. Tobuac
ObLJI BBIHYXK/J€H OTCTYIMUTh Ha LIAT, YIaJl C KPBIIIK U pa36uics
HacMepThb.

T'oToBsich OTHpa3AHOBATH cBoe 175-yeTue, nosnnus Hero-
Hopka 3aHOBO IepeoTKpbIBaeT CBOIO CTOpHIO. MccieoBanune
apXMBOB [10Ka3aJ1o, UYTO B CBOE BpeMs CMepTb MOJIOZLOT0
To6uaca npoiia He3aMe4eHHOM.

U BoT Gostbine Beka crycTs, 10 utosns 2020 rofa,
TOPXKEeCTBEHHAasI [IPOLleccrs MPOILJIa M0J, MOPOCSAIIUM
noxkéM k Morusie To6uaca Ha Kiaa6uiie MayHT PUamMonz,.
PykoBou/1 iepeMoHMEN NONMULIENCKUI KalesslaH. BolbIHKU
urpajy Mesaouro «Tamcy, Kora 6blI CHAT KYCOK MaTEPHHY,
YKpbIBaBLUIMK HAAIPOOHBIN KaMeHb Ha Moruje Tobuaca.

Bo BpemMst 3TOM TporaTeqbHOH LlepeMOHUH I0HBIN Tobuac
Tesumvc 6611 0pHIMANBbHO IPU3HaH NoaMuuel Holo-Hopka
repoem, MpUHEeCIIHM BBICIIYIO )KepTBY. CTapimni odulep Ha
LlepeMOHHUH, UHCIIeKTOp nouuuu TepeHc XepcoH, 3aKOHY U
CBOE€ BBICTYIIJIEHHE CJI0BaMU: «Bce cOTpyJHUKU MOJULUU
Heto-Mopka npuBeTcTBYIOT Te6s, KanuTaH esnc. [Tokoiicsa ¢
MHUPOM».

HFBA nomoraet

Teso Wcaaka /l. 661710 OJHUM K3 ThICSY HEBOCTPE6OBAHHBIX
TeJl B Tpeisiepax BpeMeHHOro Mopra B bpykJinHe,
NpUHa/AIexallero oQuUcy ri1aBHOro Hblo-HOPKCKOTro
cyamenskcnepTa. Korga Mcaak ckoHvaJsicsl B anpesie B BO3pacTe
59 set ot Covid-19, B 3TOM Mopre HaxoAu10Ch 40 rpy30BUKOB-
pedprKepaTOpPOB € 3aMOPOXKEHHBIMHU TeJIaMU. XOTsI TOPOICKOM
aJIMUHUCTpPATOP ObIJI yBeJOMJIeH 0 cMepTH Mcaaka U ero
€BPEeNCKOM MPOUCXOXKJEHNH elllé B Mae, ero OCTAaHKU ObLIU

nepeganbl B EBpelickoe BiiarorBopuTesibHoe [IoxopoHHOe
Bropo (HFBA) ToJsibko B cepefivHe UtoJist. Mbl y3Hauy, uto Mcaak
poauca u Bbipoc B Hblo-Mopke, HUKOr1a He GbLI 3KeHaT, U y
Hero He 6bLJI0 6paTbeB U cecTep. Ha mpoTs»KeHUH MHOTHX JIET
OH paboTaJ/l Ha HU3KO0O0IIJIAYMBaeMBbIX JIO/DKHOCTSX, TaK UTO

Ha MOMEHT CMepTH Ha ero 6aHKOBCKOM CUETY 6bLJIO OKOJIO

300 posutapoB. Micaak 6b1s1 moxopoHeH Ha Kiaazaouiie HFBA,
OJIMH U3 COTEH XePTB KOPOHABUPYCa, IOXOPOHBI KOTOPBIX
opranusoBasio HFBA.

Ham numyT

CeroJiHs1 Be4epoM £ cJieJiajia IoXKepTBOBaHUe B noJsib3y HFBA

B NaMATh 06 JH6e /I., KoTopbli 6611 MOUM npazes oM. OH 6bL1
OJIHUM U3 NepBbIX Y4ieHoB EBpeiickoro biaroTBopuTebHOro
[ToxoponHoro Bropo. Eciu Bel mocMOTpHUTe B apXMBax,

TO 0GHAPYXKUTE, YTO KMEHHO OH OblJ1 OTBETCTBEHHBIM 3a
3aXOpOHEHHe Mo KpaiiHel Mepe 17 xepTB noxkapa Ha pabpuke
B [Ie4a/IbHO U3BECTHOM 3JJaHUU HbIO-HOPKCKOTr0 YTIOra.
Heckosibko sieT Hazaz Bau npejcraBuTe b CBA3BIBAJICSA C MOUM
JIBOIOPOJHBIM 6paTOM U CO MHOM 110 3TOMY MOBOJY. {1 HOHUMaIO,
YTO celyac OrpoMHasi NOTPe6HOCTh B cO60pe CPesCTB JJIs
MOXOPOH TeX, KTo yMep u3-3a nangemuu Covid-19.  Hazerocs,
YTO Hallle He60JIbIlIoe T0KePTBOBAHUE TIOMOXKET B 3TOM.

Pydnb I

MoJiuTBa Ha Mlom Kunyp

Jlia MHOTHX camasi BakKHas, 3a/ieBaroliasl 3a )KUBOe MOJIMTBA B
OCEeHHHUeE MPa3JHUKU — 3TO MOJIUTBA YHeTaHy Toked, koTopoit
HauMHaeTcs npasgHoBaHue Mom Kunyp. OHa BEIpaXkaeT caMyo
CYTb HAlLIMX MbICJI€H, KOT/1a Mbl CTOUM Tepe/; Bc-BhIIIHUM,
MpOCs O NPOILEHUH U 0 6JIAr0CJI0BEHHOM I'PSAAYLIEM T'OJIE.

JTa MOJIUTBA 0COGEHHO KMBOTPENELYLa B I'OJl, KOT[a Mbl
CTOJIKHYJIUCH C 3MHIEMHEN TaKoro MaciTaba, KOTOPbId OblJ
MPOCTO HEU3BECTEH HUKOMY U3 COBPEMEHHHUKOB.

«... Ha Pom XamaHa GyzeT 3anucaHo, a Ha Mom Kunyp 6yzeT
CKpEeIJIEHO NeYaThlo, CKOJIbKO MOKUHYT 3TOT MUP U CKOJIBKO
OylyT CO3J]aHbl, KTO OCTAHETCS YKUB U KOMY YMEPETh... KOMY
OT BO/Ibl, U KOMY OT OTHS ... KOMY OT I'0JI0/Ia U KOMY OT Ka/bl,
KOMY OT GYpH U KOMY OT 60JIE3HY, ... KTO OTJIOXHET U KTO Oy/leT
CKUTATbCS, KTO OyIET HACJAKJaThCsl IOKOEM U KTO Oy1eT
CTPajiaTh, ... KTO 06eJHEET U KTO pa3boraTeeT...» (no mekcmy
Artscroll).

Criacu60 BceM 3a Ballly OMOIIlb, 6y1aroiapsi KOTOPOU
Mbl YCTOSIJIA U CMOTJIM IOXOPOHUTh CTOJIb MHOTHX €BPEEB,
yIHIeINX U3-3a NaHJAEMUH KOpOHaBHpyca. Bctynast B HOBBIN
5781-# roz, Mbl HaZileeMcs U JaJiblile C Ballled MOMOIIbIO
BBINOJHATE MUcchuio HFBA, cocTodinyto B okazaHuu
MUJIOCEP/IUSA K YCOIIIUM (Xeces esb IMET).

MpI xkesiaeM BceM 3aMeuaTesibHOro HoBoro roja, 310poBb4,
136aBJIEHHUs OT OMACHOCTH, F'0Zla CObIBIIMXCS HAAEX I, U
YIOBaHUM.
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It is traditional to visit “kever avot” (the graves of our
ancestors and loved ones) during the High Holy Day period.
Please see the schedule below.

Mount Richmond Cemetery

ROSH HASHANA

For many people, the most moving prayer in the liturgy of the High Holy Days is Unetaneh Tokef.
In a way, this prayer sums up the essence of our thoughts as we stand before G-d begging for
forgiveness and a for a blessed year to come. The prayer has special resonance this year as
we confront a modern-day plague unlike anything that has been known in our lifetimes:
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On Rosh Hashanah will be inscribed, and on Yom Kippur will be sealed, how many
will pass and how many will be created, who will live and who will die...who by
water, who by fire... who by famine, who by thirst, who by storm, who by plague...
who will rest and who will wander...who will enjoy tranquility and who will
suffer...who will be impoverished and who will be enriched... (translation:
Artscroll)

Thank you for helping us rise to the challenge of burying so many Jews lost
to the coronavirus plague. As we begin the New Year of 5781, we look forward
to being your partner in HFBA's mission of chesed shel emet.

We wish you a good year, a safe and healthy year, one filled with hope
and promise.

Jﬂ; \
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oliday Cemetery Schedule

{ Knap6uiie MayHT PU4UMOHA, — pacnncaHue B OCEHHUE
i eBpeWcKMUe NPa3sAHNKM:

i CoanacHo espetickoll mpaduyuu nNpUHSIMO nocewams Mo2U1bl
i 6/U3KUX (Keeep agom) 60 6pemsl MOPIICECMEEHHbIX OCEHHUX
¢ npasdnukoe. loscayiicma, 03HAKOMbMECH ¢ NPUEedeHHbIM

HUJiCe PACNUCAHUEM.
Friday, September 18 9am-1pm
Sunday, September 20 CLOSED POILI XAIIIAHA:
[IaTH 18 cenTsi6bpst  (Beuep nepep npa3aHukom)  9:00-13:00
YOM KIPPUR Cy66 19 cenTabps 3AKPBITO
Sunday, September 27 9 am - 3:45 pm Bockp 20 ceHTsI6pst 3AKPBITO
Monday, September 28 CLOSED .
HWOM KUIIYP:
SUKKOT Bockp. 27 cenTa6pa  (Bedep nepeg npasgHukoM) — 9:00-15:45
Friday, October 2 9am-1pm ITonen. 28 ceHTAGPSA 3AKPBITO
Sunday, October 4 CLOSED
CYKKOT:
HOSHANA RABBA [I1TH 2 OKTAOpPS (Beuep nepep mpasguukoM)  9:00-13:00
Friday, October 9 9am-1pm Cy66 3 oxTAGps SAKPBITO
Bockp 4 okTs6ps 3AKPBITO
SIMCHAT TORAH IIIMHWHU ALLEPET u CHMXAT TOPA
Sunday, October 11 CLOSED " :
unday, Lctober [IaTH 9 OKTAOPS (Xomana Pa66a) 9:00-13:00
. Cy66 10 oKTsA6Gps (IImMunaM Auepet) 3AKPBITO
Silver Lake Cemetery Bockp 11 oktsa6ps  (Cumxar Topa) 3AKPBITO

Silver Lake Cemetery will be open for visitors on
Sunday, September 13, 2020, from 9 am - 3:45 pm.

IloMUHaNBHYIO0 MOUTBY M3K0p 6yAyT uuTaTh Ha Mom Kunyp
28-ro ceHTA6OpPS U B mpa3aHuK LlMuuu Auepet 10-ro oKTa6pst
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Your help is needed
now more than ever.

Donate online at
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate

Giving on our secure website
is both easy and efficient!

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes
its resources to performing chesed shel emet

(the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the

only agency in the New York metropolitan area
dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious affiliation, receives a
dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bryan Alter Yitzhak Pastreich

Herbert Block Daniel A. Pilarski

Richard Fishman Shari Safra

Charles Greinsky Minna Monte Seitelman
David Knapp Rabbi Dr. Henry Sheinkopf
Paul H. Nagelberg Norman Weisman
Deborah Newborn

RABBINIC ADVISOR CEMETERY CHAPLAIN
Rabbi Elchonon Zohn Rabbi Shmuel Plafker

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Amy Koplow

CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION

Renée Septimus, Editor  Adam Rawson, Designer
Printed by Print & Communication Services, LLC

125 Maiden Lane, Unit 5B
New York, NY 10038
Phone: (212) 239-1662
Fax: (212) 239-1981
info@hebrewfreeburial.org
www.hebrewfreeburial.org
www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial
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Four Star Charity

Underwrite a Covid-19 Burial

Every funeral and burial costs HFBA about $5,400. This year HFBA
anticipates twice the number of last year’s interments, to over 600
burials.

You can participate in the mitzvah of taking care of one Jewish soul
at the end of life. If you underwrite the full cost of a burial, we will
send you the name and profile of the deceased and a yahrzeit notice
next year, creating your personal connection to someone everyone
else has forgotten.

Give a Gift That Lasts Forever
and Costs Nothing Today

The pandemic has shown us how important it is to have a plan in place
for ourselves and our loved ones. It may be uncomfortable or scary to
think about, but it’s not something to be completely ignored.

Here’s a tool that can provide value and peace of mind: a free will
writing resource. A will can help you protect the people and the things
that are close to you.

Writing a will can help you:

e Assign guardians for children and pets

e Make a plan for your assets and possessions

e Create a powerful legacy with HFBA and
other organizations you care about

e Dictate your funeral wishes

This easy online tool takes 20 minutes or less and is completely free
to use. It can help you protect what matters most and create a lasting
legacy.

Visit www.hebrewfreeburial.org/freewill

FREEWILLEFE

Donate Appreciated Stocks

For those with appreciated assets looking to provide immediate
support to our community, gifts of stock maximize your impact while
maximizing your savings. When you cash out your stocks, you are
required to pay capital gains tax. However, if you transfer the stock
directly, you will be able to deduct the full amount of your stock,
completely avoiding capital gains tax. We have a free online tool to
help you through the process in just a few minutes. Visit:

www.hebrewfreeburial.org/stocks



