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Leave Your Mark -
So we can remember our dead

Dear Friend of HFBA:

For 134 years, we have cared for the poorest and most
vulnerable of our people in their ultimate time of need,
no matter how little they could afford to pay. HFBA has
always conducted the funerals and
prepared the burials. Moreover,
our collective obliagation has been
to mark each decedent’s grave
with a name. With the support

of thoughtful contributors to our
Leave Your Mark campaign, we have
memorialized thousands of graves
with monuments at our Mount
Richmond Cemetery. Now we wish
to expand our campaign to include
unmarked graves at Silver Lake Cemetery.

Amy Koplow

Rows and rows of babies
Between 1892 and 1909, HFBA buried Jewish cigar
rollers, servants, rag pickers and tailors at Silver Lake
Cemetery — HFBA's first burial ground. Life expectancy
in those years was short and tenement conditions were
brutal. Among the 13,600 deaths, some 7,100 were
infants and children. One in ten babies died before their
first birthday. Young immigrant families could not afford
funerals or burials. Yet even when overwhelmed by the
sheer numbers, HFBA buried them all at minimal or no
cost. Sadly, no money was left over for markers. Indeed,
almost 10,000 graves at Silver Lake remain unmarked.
The stories haunt us to this day:

Annie G. 19, an aspiring actress when she died in a
ward for expectant mothers at Manhattan’s Society
for the Lying-In Hospital

Bertha Q. 19, when she was murdered in a
Schenectady saloon

William N., 27, a prisoner at Sing-Sing who died by
his own hand

i On par with America’s oldest cemeteries

i Since 2011, we have been repairing and preserving

i Silver Lake Cemetery. Thanks to David Berg Foundation,
i Mrs. Leona Kern, the New York State Environmental
Protection Fund, and other generous donors, we were

i able to use ground-penetrating radar to better under-

i stand where the graves generally are. We removed

i opportunistic trees whose roots broke gravestones

i and foundations. We installed a new drainage system,

¢ repaired the retaining walls and recreated the central

¢ walkway. Our preservation plan also involves recon-
structing the cemetery entrance. Silver Lake’s listing

i in 2017 on the National Register of Historic Places — a
i multi-year campaign — has put the cemetery’s histori-
i cal significance on a par with some of America’s oldest

i cemeteries.
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Rendering of Silver Lake Cemetery circa 1901

i They outlived their savings

i When Silver Lake Cemetery reached its maximum

i capacity in 1909, HFBA's founders bought the Staten

i Island property that became Mount Richmond Cemetery.
i On average we perform six or seven burials a week

i there, sometimes more than one a day. The population

continued on page 3



INTERVIEW

Landscape architect
preserves HFBA's historical
mission

Boston-based landscape architect
Kyle Zick created a “master plan” to
help Hebrew Free Burial Association
tackle nature’s onslaught on Silver
Lake Cemetery. Kyle talked with us
about his commitment to preserving
one of New York City’s oldest Jewish
cemeteries.

HFBA: What was your reaction upon seeing Silver
Lake Cemetery?

Kyle: A lot of things went through my head when [ came
down Victory Boulevard and saw the cemetery’s two
engraved blocks at the entrance. One block listed the
names of the original founders, all of them long gone.

Mount Richmond Cemetery hours of
operation during Passover and Shavuot

Passover

Sunday, April 17 .....oooei CLOSED
Thursday, April 21 ...ttt 9AM-1PM
Friday, April 22 ..o CLOSED
Shavuot

Sunday, June5 ... CLOSED
Monday, June 6. ..........covviiiiiiiiiiiinn CLOSED

Yizkor is recited on Saturday, April 23 and Tuesday, June 6.

PacnncaHune pabotbl knagbuwa Mt. Richmond
Ha Bpems NMecaxa n WaByoTa — BecHa 1 ieto 2022

MECAX

BockpeceHbe 17 alpesifl. .. ..cvvvvvennnnnnnn. 3AKPLITO
YeTBepr 21 anpesisl......ovvvveeniennennenn. 9AM-1PM
[IATHULA 22 QIPJIA. .. vveeeieeaeineeeenns 3AKPLITO

[TomuHanbHasA MosiuTBa U3KOP ynTaeTtcsa 23 anpess,
B cy660TY

LUABYOT
BOCKPECEHBE 5 MIOHS. ..o vvvveeeeiinnnnnss 3AKPLITO
[TOHEAENBHUK 6 UEIOHS « v v vveenennnennnnnss 3AKPBITO

[TomunanbHasa mosintBa U3KOP yutaeTca 6 uwoH4,
BO BTOPHUK
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The other block had Hebrew writing on it. Both blocks
gave the property a powerful sense of place and origin.

Once my team and I entered the grounds, | was struck
by the extent of unplanned tree growth. Trees are great
from an aesthetic standpoint, but they do damage.
Moreover, decades of deferred maintenance resulted in
trees breaking or dislodging thousands of headstones.
Other headstones were victims of vandalism. It was all
very sad.

What were some of your challenges?

The cemetery had 13,600 burials — 10,000 of them
unmarked. Even the marked plots are in rough shape.
Where do you start? How do we break the task up into
palatable chunks that we can fund internally, with grant
support and private donations? The master plan

we created lays out a methodical approach to Silver
Lake’s rehabilitation and makes the overwhelming
achievable.

What are your next steps?

HFBA got a half-million dollar grant from the State of
New York, and it has funded the removal of hazardous
trees, added fencing to secure the site, restored the
historic walls and fence along Victory Boulevard and
allowed us to drain heavy ponding over unmarked
children’s graves.

All of these tasks required approval from the City of
New York. Tree removal was a grand challenge. Silver
Lake is in a so-called “hillside protection district,”
which means NYC had to consider the environmental
impact of any changes to the property. Our master plan
was able to convey that the geographical destruction
was problematic from a human dignity and respect
standpoint.

How does this project fit in with your other
remediation projects?
We have worked on a number of historic cemeteries
in the Boston area. The Granary Burial Ground, for
example, visible from our office, is the final resting place
of Samuel Adams, Crispus Attucks, John Hancock and
Paul Revere. Silver Lake Cemetery may not have such
notables, yet it nevertheless tells an equally moving story
about immigrants in NYC.

[ don’t need to tell you how powerful a statement
HFBA makes by offering traditional burials to Jews
who cannot afford them. Their mission has been just as
urgent during the COVID-19 era as it was in the early
twentieth century. My team and I are humbled by the
trust HFBA has placed in us to restore Silver Lake in
the same spirit we brought to other historic American
cemeteries.



Lea ve YOUI' Mal'k ...continued from page 1

An enduring tribute to NYC's Jewish immigrants
we serve today comprises the elderly, infirm

and impoverished. One in four decedents has Few biographical details are known about Barnett Freedman,
entirely outlived their savings, if they ever had the clothier who co-founded Chebra Agudas Achim Chesed Shel
any. One in three is buried entirely alone. No Emeth, a mutual aid organization whose 4.5 acres on Staten
friend or relative attends the funeral or asks Island became the free cemetery for NYC's poor immigrant
that a marker be erected on the grave. Jews. Yet Silver Lake Cemetery, as the property in 1892 was

During the COVID pandemic, demand for our known, stands as a testament to Freedman'’s belief in the
services intensified. We arranged hundreds of = distinctness of the Jewish nation — and in the right of every
additional burials. Jew to a traditional burial among his own people.

Sadly, many of the burials at both cemeteries
remain unmarked.

Let's name the children

The Leave Your Mark campaign allows us

to remember each Jew who is buried in our
cemeteries. | hope you will join us in this
sacred task. For Mount Richmond Cemetery, a
contribution of $250 will let us erect a marker.
At Silver Lake Cemetery, a contribution of
$250 will memorialize a single name. A $5,000

contribution will pay for a single large stone Time and human neglect have eroded the lettering on many
that memorializes 100 names. We will need headstones, but the names of the deceased remain inscribed
15 large stones to ensure that all the children’s in the Hebrew Free Burial Association’s ledgers. Each name,
names at Silver Lake Cemetery live on. along with date of burial, age at death, place of death, country

Please join us in our historic effort to pre- of origin, occupation and manner of death, helps reconstruct
serve an important piece of the American a social, economic and communal portrait of the Jewish
Jewish immigrant legacy. immigrant experience in America from 1889-1909.

On behalf of our Leave Your Mark campaign, In 2017 Silver Lake Cemetery was named to the National
I'am deeply grateful to you for your kindness Register of Historic Places. Its entry there pays tribute to Barnett
and support. Freedman’s vision and the courage of those first-generation
Amy Koplow : Americans who left Europe with little more than a pair of
Executive Director hands ready to do the hard work of building a better life for

themselves — and the rest of us.

Underwrite
an HFBA burial

Every funeral and burial costs HFBA
about $5,400.

You can participate in the mitzvah of
taking care of one Jewish soul at the
end of life. If you underwrite the full
cost of a burial, we will send you the
name and profile of the deceased and
a yahrzeit notice next year, creating
your personal connection to someone
everyone else has forgotten.

The Passover Haggadah includes the recitation of
Ha Lachma Anya, an Aramaic text traditionally

sung to invite the poor to the seder. The words /\u 'Q
remind us that we live in a world where g
members of the Jewish community are
afflicted and need our help.

Let this Pesach be the occasion for
opening our doors to fellow Jews
less fortunate than we are.

All of us at HFBA wish you a
happy and meaningful Pesach!



PYCCKHMU JAUAZKECT

Translated summaries of articles appearing in this issue
of Chesed.

IIporpamma «OcTaBb 0 ce6e NaMATb» HY>KHA, YTOOGbI MbI
TMOMHMJIM 06 YCOMIIUX

Joporue apy3bs EBpeiickoro baarorBopuTtesnbHoro [loxopoHHoOro
Bropo (HFBA):

Bot yxe 134 rosa Mbl 3a60THMCS O CaMbIX 6eIHbIX U
He3aIWIIEHHLIX eBpesax Hplo-Mopka B Mx moc/ieHuii yac BHe
3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, CKOJIbKO OHU MOTYT I1aTuTh. HFBA
BCer/ia HaX0J 110 BO3MOXXHOCTb OPraHU30BaTh UX IOXOPOHBI U
norpebenue. Ham fjoyr B TOM 4Kc/le — OTMETUTD KaXKAYI0 MOTHUIY
“MeHeM ycolnulero. biarogapsa nojgaep:xke gapuTesei Halel
nporpaMMbl «OCTaBb 0 cebe MaMsATb» MbI y3Ke YCTAaHOBUJIU
HECKOJIbKO ThICSIY HAArPOOUH Ha JeHCTBYIOLIEM KIa0ulIe
MayHT PuuMonz,. U Tenepp Mbl pacnpocTpaHsieM 3Ty paboTy Ha
HeOTMe4YeHHble MOTHJIbI Ha HallleM CTapoM KJazabuiie CUiabBep
Jlelik, KOTOpO€ HeJJaBHO ObLJIO BHeceHO B HalmoHanbHbIM Peectp
HCTOPUYECKUX NAMSTHUKOB.

B nepuop 1892-1909 na knaz6uie CunbBep Jlelk, HalleM nep-
BoM MecTe norpe6eHust, HFBA xopoHuso eBpeeB, TPYAUBIIHXCS 32
rpoiuy Ha TabadyHbIX GpabpuKax UM B Ka4eCTBe JOMaIlHeH pUCTy-
'Y, IOPTHBIX, UJIK PBIBLIMXCS B 0TOpocax HuIux. Korja kiaa6uiie
661710 3anosiHeHO B 1909 rogay, ocHoBaTenn HFBA npro6pesnu
3eMJito Ha CTelTeH AlJieH ie, Ha KOTOPOH GBLJIO YCTPOEHO HbIHE
JelcTBymollee kiaaaouine MayHT Puumonz. Te, Koro XopoHAT
TaM ceiyac, 06bIYHO MOCTYNAT K HaM U3 GOJIbHUL UJIH JOMOB
npecTtapesblx. MHOTUM HY>XHbI HAAIpO6Ksl, YTOObI KX UMEHa He
3a0BbLJIMCh, U YTOOBI UX MOTHJIbI OBIJIM MPAaBUJIBHO OTMEYEeHbI.

Ho MbI HUKOr/1a He 3a6bIBaK aAymu Tex 13600 eBpeeB, moxopo-
HEeHHbIX Ha kJ1ajoulie CunbBep Jlelk.

HauwrHas ¢ 2011 rosa Ha k/1a6Ul1le pa3BepHYIUCH
BOCCTAaHOBUTEJbHBIE paboThl. biarosaps noxxeprBoBanusam PoHzga
JaBujga bepra, r-xu Jleons! KepH, Hbro-iopkckoro ®oH/1a 3a1UThI
OKpY’Kawllel cpe/ibl U JPYTUM IIeAPbIM AAPUTEJISIM, Mbl Ha4aIu
HCI0JIb30BaTh O 0YBEHHBIN reopajap, 4YTo6bl TOUHO OTMETUTD
KaXkJy1o MOTHITy. MBI TakKe yJaJu/Iu 6yHHO pa3pocuirecs JepeBbs,
YbU KOPHU MOBPEUJIN MHOTHE HAATPOOUS U MOTUJ/IbHBIE TJIUTHIL.
MpbI CMOTJIM YCTAHOBUTH HOBYIO IPEHAXKHYI0 CUCTEMY, IOYUHUTD
COXpaHUBILIHECS OCTATKU KJIaA6ULIEeHCKOH orpaJibl U BOCCO3JaTh
LIeHTPaJIbHYIO aJlJIel.

Kammnanus «OcTaBb 0 ce6e maMsATb» HO3BOJIUT HAM IOMHUTD O
KaXk/I0M eBpee, IOXOPOHEHHOM Ha HallUX KJIaJ0ullax. I uckpeHHe
Ha/lel0Chb, YTO BbI IPUCOEAUHUTECH K HAaM B BbINIOJIHEHUH 3TOTO
CBSALIEHHOTO Zj0JTa nepes yconmuMmu. [loxxepTBoBanue B 250 goJ1-
JIApOB MO3BOJIUT YCTAHOBUTH OJIHO HAATrpo6ue Ha K1aouine MayHT
Puumony,. Ha kinago6ue Cunbsep Jleiik 250 10/1/1apoB NO3BOJIAT
YBEKOBEUYUTb 0JJHO UMH. A ap B 5000 f0J1s1apoB NO3BOJIUT CAeIaTh
O/IMH 6OJIBIIION KaMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM 6yayT BbiceueHO 100 UMEH.
Hawm Bcé emé Hy»Ho 15 TakuX 60/1bIINX KAMHEH, YTOGbI yBEKOBE-
YUTb UMEHA BCeX JleTel, IOXOPOHeHHbIX Ha CuibBep JIelk.

[ToxkasyiicTa, IpUMHKTE yyacTHe B Halllel UCTOpPUYeCcKOU paboTe
110 COXPaHEHHUIO 3TOM BaXKHOM 4acTH Hac/leUsl eBpeeB-UMMUIpPaH-
TOB, IprexaBUIUX B AMepuky. OT UMeHH BCeX Y4aCTHUKOB KaMIa-
Hu1M «OcTaBb 0 cebe MaMsATh» 51 BbIpaXKalo rJIy60Kyo 6/1aroJapHOCTb
BCeM BaM 3a Ballu JOGPOTY U NOJAJEPHKKY.

Amu Konsaoy, HcnoanumenwHulil dupekmop

Espetickoe baazomeopumensHoe [loxopoHHoe Bopo

JlanamadTHBIN aQpXMTEKTOP IOMOTaeT COXPAaHUTh
ucropuuyeckoe Hacaeaue HFBA

Bocmonckuli aaHdwagmubili apxumekmop Kaiin 3uk co3dan
«2eHepanbHbll naan» nomowu Eepelickomy baazomeopumenbHomy

IloxopoHHoMy Bropo e soccmaHosieHuu o6.auka kaadouwa Cuibeep
Jlelix. Kaiin omeemus Ha HaWu 80NPOCHI 0 COXPAHEHUU 00HO20 U3
cmapetiwux espelickux k1adéuw Hoto-Hopka.

HFBA: KakoBa 6bl1a Bama peakijusi, korza Bel BiepBble yBUAEIH
kJaaa6uie Cunbsep Jleik?

Kaiin: MeHs HelTpUATHO YMBUJIO 06UJIbHOE HEKOHTPOJIMpYeMoe
pa3pacTaHue JepeBbeB. [lepeBbs 3aMevaTe/IbHbI C 3CTETUYCKON
TOYKH 3pEHHs], HO B UHBIX CUTYal|UIX OHU NPUHOCAT Bpeg, To,

YTO 3/l€Ch JeCATUIeTUAMU OTK/aJbIBaJIOCh BOCCTAaHOBJIEHHUE
TepPPUTOPHH, IPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO AiepeBbsl pa3pyLIN/IN COTHY,
6bITb MOXKET ThICSYM HAATPOOGUI. A HeKOTOpbIe NaMATHUKU CTaIH
»KepTBaMHM BaHAa/[M3Ma. ITO GblJIO IPYCTHO BUJETD.

HFBA: KakoBbl 6yayT Bamu fanbHedniye mwaru?

Kaiin: HFBA nostyunsio rpaHT B NOJIMHJUIMOHA 0JIJIAPOB OT
mtara Horo-Mopk. 3TH leHbIH 03BOJIAT HAM yAAMUTh HEHYXHbIe
JlepeBbsl, BOCCTAHOBUTb OTpajy /Il 3alliUThl TEDPUTOPHH,
BOCCTaHOBHUTb CTAapPUHHbBIE CTEHBI U OTPaZiKH BJ0JIb Gy/ibBapa
[To6enpl, a TakXKe OCYLINTD CUJIBHO 3a60JI04€HHBIN YYaCTOK C
HeOTMeYeHHbIMHU JeTCKUMU MOTUJIaMHU.

HFBA: Kak Bam pa6oTtaetcs ¢ HFBA?

Kaitr: Muccus HFBA cerogHs cTosib ke BaxkHa M He06X0IMMa, KaK
Y BO BCe 3TU roZibl. Most KOMaH/a U 1 caM MOJIbIIEHbI U TOP/Ibl TEM

posepueM, kotopoe HFBA okasasio HaM, IOpy4YUB BOCCTaHOBJIEHHUE
knazouia Cuabeep Jlelk.

HeBecénble ucropuu

Toaay C* 6b1710 79 JieT, 10 BbIX0/|a HA IEHCHUIO OH paboTaJl ICUXO0-
sorom. Toan xua B MaHX3TTEHe CO CBOUM NapTHEpPOM. B ssHBape
Mecsile TOT yMep, U ToAJ HaHsAJI aJiBOKaTa I10 JieJlaM Hacjae CcTBa.
OaHako B Ipoliecce yIa>XKUBaHUA UMYLeCTBEHHbIX BonpocoB Toaz
BBINPBITHYJI C GAJTKOHA AEBSATOr0 3TAXa. A/[BOKAT, SABJIAIOIAsSCA
cnoHcopoM HFBA, cBsizasiach ¢ HaMy ¥ ONpocU/ia OpraHM30BaThb
noxopoHb! ToJ/1a, HOCKOJIBKY Y TOTO He GbLIO C/IeJIaHO Ha 3TOT CYET
HUKaKUX npurotosjeHuit. HFBA noxoponuso Toazaa Ha Kiaa6uie
MaynT Prumony. Haw paBBuH, r-H llIMyans [Inadkep, npounTtan
KaJlulll BMECTE C MUHbSIHOM HAIllUX J06POBOJIbLEB.

Jary ®* 6b1y10 10J, ceMbECAT, OH ObIJI pa3BeEH U KUJ Y Apy3eH,
paboTas B Mara3auH4MKe NpoAyKToB. BOsbInas yacTb ero 3apraThl
IJ1a HA CoZieprKaHue 0YePU-TIOIPOCTKA, ’KUBIIEN B IPyTOM LITATE.
Korpa /lar BHe3anHo yMep, ero J04b He 3HaJIa, YTO AesnaTb. Hu y
Heé, HU y [lara He 6bL10 cOepexxeHUH. Pa6oToaTenb Jlara, ofHaKo,
BbI3BaJICA OIJIATUTh PACXO/ibl HA MOrpebeHre U aBUAGUJIET, YTO6bI
JI09b CMOTJIa IPUCYTCTBOBATh HA MIOXOPOHAX Ha KJ1aA0uIle MayHT
Puumon/,.

* UMeHa uameHeHbl

Ilacxa/bHBIA NPU3BIB
[lacxanbHas Arajia cofep>UT YTeHHe apaMeickoro TekcTa
Xa s1axMa aHu# («BOT xJ1e6 Hallell cBO60/bI»), B KOTOPOM IO
TPaAULHUHY NPUTJIAIIAIT BceX OeJHAKOB BOWTH U IPUCOEAMHUTBCS
K nacxaJbHOMYy cefiepy. C/10Ba 3TM HAIOMUHAIOT HaM, YTO KUBEM
MBI B MUDe, [Jle MHOTHe 4JIeHbl eBpeiicKoM O6IHHbI UCIIBITHIBAIOT
ropecTH U Hy»KJaI0TcsA B Hallell moMoIlH. [TycTb e 3TOT npa3AHUK
[Tecax facT HaM BO3MOXKHOCTb OTKPBITh JIBEPH HAIIUM COOpPAThAM-
eBpesiM, KOTOPBIM JKUBETCS XyKe, YeM HaM.

Mps1 Bce B HFBA xestaem BaM npaszHuka [lecax - cuacTinBoro u
HaMOJIHEHHOT'0 CMBICJIOM!
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In appreciation

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you

We gratefully acknowledge the service of three longtime board
members whose compassion and dedication have seen HFBA through
daily emergencies, preservation campaigns and a global pandemic. We
are honored that they have added “HFBA” to their list of personal and
professional commitments.

Minna Monte Seitelman

The daughter of Holocaust survivors who met in the
Bergen-Belsen death camp, Minna found her mission
in providing a dignified burial for every Jew. At HFBA,
she served as board treasurer, as well as a member
on our executive, budget/audit and investment
committees. A powerhouse networker, Minna has
been adept at spreading the word about HFBA's
mission. Outside HFBA, she is particularly proud that
she and her husband co-produced the Folksbiene’s
production of “Fiddler Afn Dakh” (“Fiddler on the
Roof” in Yiddish).

Charles M. Greinsky

A Staten Island native, “Charlie” has spent a lifetime
in public service, notably with the NYC Board of
Education and the Office of Pupil Transportation.
With extensive relationships in many Staten Island
communities, Charlie facilitated HFBA's crucial
interactions with elected officials and charitable
foundations. As an active member of the Jewish War
Veterans, he ensured the placement of U.S. flags at
veteran graves every Memorial Day in HFBA's two

- cemeteries. Along with his distinguished service in
local and national Democratic Party politics, Charlie is proud to be the
first Staten Islander to serve on the HFBA board.

Rabbi Dr. Henry Sheinkopf

“Hank” brought his executive expertise to HFBA as
founder and president of Sheinkopf Ltd., a strategic
communications company that has given him entrée
to some 700 political campaigns in 44 American
states and 15 countries. He was especially skilled at
facilitating HFBA's interactions with NYC's Human
Resources Administration, public administrators
and elected officials. In addition to his work with
HFBA, he is a board member of American Friends

= of Yeshivot Bnei Akiva and Green Chimneys, a
residential environment for at-risk children.
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Donate your
appreciated stocks

For those with appreciated assets
looking to provide immediate
support to our community, gifts of
stock maximize your impact while
maximizing your savings. When
you cash out your stocks, you are
required to pay capital gains tax.
However, if you transfer the stock
directly, you will be able to deduct
the full amount of your stock,
completely avoiding capital gains tax.

For more information visit:
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/stocks

Remember HFBA

in your will

Give a gift that lasts forever
and costs nothing today

FREEWILLFE

The pandemic has shown us how
crucial a will is for ourselves and
our loved ones. Writing a will can
help you:

e Assign guardians for your
children and your pets.

» Make a plan for your assets and
possessions.

e Remember HFBA and other
organizations you care about.

« Dictate your funeral wishes.

Use “FreeWill,” a no-cost tool
that takes 20 minutes to create
or update a will. You can find it
at www.hebrewfreeburial.org/
freewill.

Create your legacy and protect
what matters to you.




Your help is needed now
more than ever.

Donate onlineat
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate

Giving on our secure website is easy
and efficient!

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes
its resources to performing chesed shel emet

(the ultimate act of loving kindness). It is the

only agency in the New York metropolitan area
dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious affiliation, receives
a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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to protect confidentiality

Elliott K., 70 and alone, spent his last years in a long-term care facility.
Nine days after his death, the NYC Medical Examiner reached out

to HFBA. To get burial authorization, we contacted the appropriate
borough public administrator. The PA’s office informed us that the
deceased had some funds and another funeral home was handling

the burial. But three months later, the funeral home still had taken no
action. The ME’s office called to say that Elliott was still in the morgue.
We quickly got burial authorization from the PA. Elliott received a
Jewish burial at Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Todd S., 79, a retired psychologist, lived on the Upper West Side of
Manhattan with his partner. When his partner passed away in January,
Todd retained the services of an attorney to handle estate matters.

He also began preparing his own last will and testament. During the
process, however, Todd jumped from his ninth-floor balcony. The
estate attorney — an HFBA donor — called HFBA and asked if we
could handle burial arrangements as her client had not made any.

We buried him at Mount Richmond Cemetery. HFBA’'s Rabbi Shmuel
Plafker recited kaddish along with our volunteer minyan.

Doug F,, late sixties, was divorced, working at a deli and living with
friends. Most of his salary had gone to the support of his teenaged
daughter who did not live with him. When he passed away suddenly,
his daughter did not know what to do. Neither she nor her father had
any assets. Doug’s employer stepped forward to pay for the burial
and the daughter’s airfare so she could attend the Mount Richmond
Cemetery funeral.

Alvin S., 75, was admitted to Calvary Hospital with metastatic prostate
cancer. With the help of hospital chaplain Rabbi Rachmiel Rothberger,
Alvin’s brother Steven reached out to us. Alvin had neither burial
arrangements nor funds. Moreover, Alvin's wife Susan was mentally
and visually impaired. Steven wanted HFBA to handle all the impend-
ing burial arrangements. He himself wanted nothing to do with the
process, nor did he want us to involve Susan. Unfortunately, that left us
unable to help as there was no one to authorize the burial. It took two
weeks of negotiating with the family, along with the help of a few rab-
bis, to convince Steven to sign paperwork authorizing the burial. Once
Alvin lost his battle with cancer, we moved fast on a burial — with all
the family in attendance — at Mount Richmond Cemetery.



