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A master gravestone restorer battles time and the elements

Kai Nalenz of Gravestone Services of New England tells HFBA about his commitment to Silver Lake Cemetery

ravestones have been part of my life since child-
hood. As a boy in Germany, I used to help my moth-

er tend the markers in our church cemetery. Not many
people, children or adults,
had this privilege. In Germa-
ny, people lease a plot for 30
years. If they don’t renew the
lease, the stone is removed
and, after a period of several
years, the next body goes in.

Even though my father-in-
law is a gravestone carver
in Barre, Vermont, I actually
learned the restoration craft
from a wonderful gentle-
man named Fred Oakley.
We shared the same love of
gravestone conservation,
and the same commitment to
preserving a material culture
that says so much about
people’s need to honor those who came before them.

[ began my preservation work at Silver Lake in 2021
and was immediately moved by the story the cemetery
told. Many Jews in earlier waves of immigration died as
children or young adults. With limited education, they
could not have had easy lives. I compare Silver Lake to
some of the cemeteries [ have helped restore in New

Kai Nalenz has worked with Hebrew Free Burial
Association to restore cemetery monuments since 202 1.

England, where I live. New Englanders typically outlived
the Lower East Side Jewish immigrants by twenty years.

Silver Lake has been prey to the wear-and-tear of
time, water and tree expan-
sion. The landscape itself'is
waterlogged due to abnormal
ground water conditions
and a tendency to seasonal
flooding. I have had to add
quite a bit more gravel than
usual, both to hold the stone
in place and create additional
drainage. Water is no friend
to marble or granite. If left
to the elements, even strong
stone will start to “sugar”

Some stones have been
buried in the ground for
decades. To move and reset
monuments, [ use my two-ton
mini-crane and motorized
wheelbarrow. As for restoration, I cannot always put
the whole stone back together. Because of ground
conditions, it could fall over again and likely cause
more extensive damage. [ preserve what we have
and am gratified when I can save engraved words and
images.

continued on page 2

Leave Your Mark
HFBA is on the way to its goal!

FBA's Leave Your Mark campaign provides a simple
stone marker for every gravesite. Over the past 31
years, we have placed stones on some 20,000 previ-
ously unmarked graves. And thanks to donors like you,
we now have the funding to erect eight markers — each
one bearing 100+ names of Jewish children buried at
Silver Lake Cemetery.
Seven more markers — $5,000 per four-foot marker

H

— will complete our task of memorializing each child’s
name. Can you help us reach our goal by August 1?

We also welcome a contribution of $250, which pays
for a grave marker at Mount Richmond and for a single
name on a large monument at Silver Lake.

Please join us in our historic mission to preserve an
important piece of our American Jewish heritage.



Ka i N d le NZ ..continued from page 1

Restoration challenges

Restoring a broken stone takes at least two days. On
Day 1, [ straighten the piece remaining in the ground
and adhere the top fragments to it. A day or two later, I
use a hydraulic lime mortar to fill in persistent cracks.
My longest repair involved many fragments and took
five or six days. The work is exacting. You have to get
it right the first time around. You don’t get second
chances in gravestone restoration. (See “before” and
“after” photos at right).

When [ am working at Silver Lake, quite often before
the sun rises, [ cannot help but think of all the sacrifices
the Jewish immigrants made so that their descendants
— and so many others — could have better lives. I feel
fortunate that I get to play a part in preserving this
piece of Jewish-American history. I don't have a job. I
have a passion.

Donate your appreciated stocks

For those with appreciated assets looking to
provide immediate support to our community, gifts
of stock maximize your impact while maximizing
your savings. When you cash out your stocks, you
are required to pay capital gains tax. However, if you
transfer the stock directly, you will be able to deduct
the full amount of your stock, completely avoiding
capital gains tax.

For more information visit:
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/stocks

A Tisha B'Av cemetery tradition

Tisha B'Av is the saddest day on the Jewish
calendar. We mourn the destruction of our two
temples in Jerusalem, as well as other disasters
that befell the Jewish people on the 9th of Av.
Ashkenazic Jewish tradition encourages us to
visit a cemetery on Tisha B’Av afternoon.

Tisha B'Av is observed from nightfall on
August 6 and ends at night on August 7.

Mount Richmond Cemetery will be open from
9:00 AM - 3:45 PM sharp.
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Kai Nalenz’s restored gravestones at Silver Lake Cemetery



Names, details and

images have been
H F BA e S anonymized to preserve
confidentiality.

Alice B., 101 and long widowed, lived with her nephew
Stanley in her Long Island home. Stanley called HFBA
in September 2021 to say his aunt died. Between the
two of them, they had been receiving Social Security
benefits with which they paid rent and living expenses.
At the time of her death, Alice had one dollar in the
bank and nothing set aside for burial. An estranged son
would not contribute to HFBA's burial costs or autho-
rize her burial. Stanley did not have a computer or
internet access and was increasingly difficult to reach
— a problem as well for the Nassau County Medical
Examiner’s office, which needed Stanley’s signature to
release his aunt’s body. We involved the Nassau County
Public Administrator and ultimately were able to bury
Alice. Nobody came to her funeral.

Devora D., 54, was found dead in a Staten Island hotel
room. When Misaskim, a Jewish not-for-profit orga-
nization that provides bereavement services to the
Jewish community, learned of Devora’s death, they
shared her life story with us. In her twenties, Devora
had left Ari, her two-year-old son, in the care of her
mother and soon lost contact with her family. De-

vora abused alcohol and eventually received housing
and supportive services from Project Hospitality, an
interfaith organization dedicated to homeless Staten
[slanders. After our own unsuccessful efforts to track
down Devora’s Social Security number, Project Hospi-
tality found it for us. Devora’s “dazed” son authorized
the burial and one of his friends contributed to HFBA's
funeral expenses. Devora’s elderly mother initially
said she was too weak to stand at the funeral, but with
the help of two young women, she made it to Mount
Richmond Cemetery. Several yeshiva students and
some of Ari’s friends carried the coffin and lowered it
into the grave. Devora’s mother told HFBA, “My daugh-

ter wanted nothing to do with Judaism, and now look
i who is burying her”

Jim R,, 75, was in poor health at a nursing home when

Sofia, his social worker, called HFBA in February to

i request a pre-need burial application. Sofia told us

¢ Jim had a half-brother, Steven L., 62, and gave us his

¢ home address. Unfortunately, Steven had brain cancer
and was unaware that Jim was near death. Before Sofia

could complete our application, Jim died.

As it turns out, Steven’s daughter, Michelle L., was
in New York visiting her ailing father. She learned of

Uncle Jim’s death, and as his next-of-kin, authorized his

burial. She attended Jim’s funeral at Mount Richmond

Cemetery.

One day after Sofia called HBFA, we received a call from
Steven'’s ex-wife. She had found us in a Google search.
She told us Steven was Jewish, near death and pen-

i niless, and wanted to know what funeral services we

could provide. We told her and then asked for Steven’s

address. When we began entering Steven’s address into

our system, it auto-filled in. We had just gotten it from
Sofia: we were dealing with burial arrangements for

two half-brothers within a mere 24 hours.

In April - one month after Jim died - Steven succumbed

to cancer. Michelle now authorized her father’s burial.
i The half-brothers were buried side-by-side at Mount

Richmond.

Natalia Z., 51, a former elementary school teacher
i and Russian immigrant, was hospitalized with stage

III cancer at a NYC medical center. We learned about
Natalia when her elderly mother’s neighbors, Misha

and Sasha Sorkin, contacted HFBA. The Sorkin brothers
i told us that Natalia and her mother received Medicaid
and disability payments but otherwise had no income.

“Natalia’s mother is 90 years old and in a panic about

what to do when her daughter dies,” they told us. We
i learned that Natalia’s only other family member was
i her twentysomething daughter Veronica. When her

disease advanced, Natalia moved back to Brooklyn to be

near her mother. Veronica, a college student, remained
: in California. As Natalia’s legal next-of-kin, Veronica

called us to arrange a funeral for her mother and set up

a pre-need arrangement for her grandmother. Three
i people attended Natalia’s Mount Richmond funeral:
i her elderly mother, a home care attendant, and

Natalia’s ex-husband. Mr. Z had remained on friendly

terms with Natalia and now served as translator during
i her funeral service.



PYCCKWU JAUZKECT

Translated summaries of articles appearing in this issue
of Chesed.

PecTraBpaTOop NPOTHUBOCTOUT BpEMEHHM M CHJIe TSKeCTH Ha
KIagouie Cuibeep Jleilk

Kaii Haneny - enadeney komhaHuu no pecmaspayuu Mo2uabHbIX
namsimuukos 6 Hoeoti AHzuu

«MoruibHble KAMHH CTaJIM 4aCThI0 MOeH KU3HH C CaMOr0 JIeTCTBa.
A poc B 'epMaHuH U e111é MaJIbYMKOM [IOMOTra/l MAaTEPH YXa)KUBaTh 3a
NaMATHUKAaMH Ha KJ1aZ6uile IPY Halllel LlepKBH.

Pemecity pectaBpaTopa s Bblyuusicsa y 3aMmevatesibHoro ®pesia Oy-
KJM B ropogke bappe, mtat BepMoHT. Mbl 062 BJIFO6GJIEHBI B 3TO 3aH-
THe — COXpaHeHHe HaZIrPOGHBIX MAMATHHUKOB — U MOJIHbI PELIUMOCTH
YBEKOBEUHUTD 3Ty YaCTh KyJIbTYPbI, BbIpaXalollieil Hally NoTpeGHOCTh
HOYTHUTB NPEKOB.

..sl HaYaJs1 BoccTaHOBUTEJ/IbHBIE PabOThI HA K1az6uLe CuibBep
Jleiik B 2021-M rofy v cpasy ke IPOHUKCA ero uctopueil. MHorue
eBpeH NepBOH BOJIHbI MMMUTIPALMK yMEPJIU B IETCTBE UJIU B OTPO-
YecTBe. Y HUX OblIa TSHKE/IasA XKU3Hb, B TOM YHCJIe U3-3a HeZlOCTaTKa
06pa3oBaHUsl.

Knap6uie CubBep Jlelk MpUILIO B yIIa/l0K U3-3a BO3pAcTa, a
TaK>Ke M3-3a BOJbl M pa3pacTaHus JepeBbeB. JlanmadT 31ech 3a60-
JIOYEH M3-3a BBICOKOT'O CTOSTHUSA TPYHTOBBIX BOZ, M YaCTOI'0 CE30HHOI0
NOATOMNJIEHHS. MHe NPUILIOCh UCIOJIb30BATD 3/1€Cb HAMHOTO 6OJIbLIe
YyeM 06bIYHO IPaBHUS, KaK /IS JOIIOJIHUTEbHON OMOPbI MOTHJIbHBIM
KaMHSM, TaK 1 /LIS YIy4lIeHUs ApeHaxa.

..PaboTas Ha kiaza6uLle CubBep JlelK, yacTo elé 10 BOCXoza
COJIHIIQ, 5 He MOT'y He [yMaTh O TeX JINLIEeHUAX, KOTOpbIe TepIIesy eB-
pelicKre MMMUTPAHTBI, YTOOBI TOTOMKH MX KUJIM Jiydlle. f omtyiaro
KaK OTPOMHYI0 ya4dy y4acTHe B COXPaHEHUH 3TOW CTPaHUL[bI
aMepHKaHCKO-eBpelcKoi uctopuu. [lyih MeHs 3To He paboTa, a
HO/IIMHHOE yBJIeYEHHE.»

JoHopsl HFBA exxeMecA4YHO NOMOraloT B JeJjie MUIocepausa
/Ioico Xexm, Haw esxcemecstunblii doHop ¢ 2010 2oda

«Ec/i1 Bbl unTaeTe 3TH CTPOKH, TO BaM MOBE3JI0. Bbl JIOXKHUTECH CIaTh
Ha ChIThIH JKeJTy/IOK U IPOCHINAETeCh, UMesl KPBILIY HaJl FOJIOBOM.
Jaxe ecsii Bol He6oraThl, y Bac ecTh HAMHOTO 60JIbIIE, YEM Y
6OJIBLIMHCTBA JIF/Iel B 3TOM MUpe. UTo KacaeTcsi MeHsl, TO ieJIaTh
exxeMecsiuHble noxkepTBoBaHust HFBA - 3T0 crioco6 oT6Js1arojaputh
Bc-BBIIIHErO 32 MO0 3aMeYaTe/bHYI0 CEMbIO, APYKHYI0 eBPEHCKYI0
06IIMHY U GUHAHCOBOE 6J1aromnoJydre.

[TokoJieHre MOUX POJIUTEEH U IefiylieK U 6abyIeK He 6bIJI0 CTOJIb
yaauwmBo. MeHs HasBamu Hoced Mopgexaii B 4ecTb Jie/ja, MOTHGIIEro
B X0JI0KOCT. §] Ol1lyI11at0 axpaoT — 4YBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH —
TBOPUTD 0GP0 OT €r0 UMEHU.»

Kpeiiz Boavnepm, Haw excemecstuHblii doHop ¢ 2016 2oda
«3HaKoMBbI Ji1 Bbl ¢ ipeBHeeBpelicKUM CJ1I0BOM JiniiMa? OHO 03HayaeT
cZieJlaTh MULBY 6€3 BCIKOM MBIC/IN YTO-JIN60 NOJIyYHUTh B3aMeH.

Mou exxeMecsiuHble NT0>kepTBOBaHUA EBpelickoMy
BnarorBoputesnbHoMy [loxoponHoMy Bropo (HFBA), XoTh u jatoTcst
B JlyXe JIMILIMA, TeM He MeHee BO3BPalLaloTCs KO MHe MHOXKEeCTBOM
pasHbIX Ny Teil. Most 6aby1Ika roBopuJia: ey JAaéllb Ha 6J1aroTBo-
PUTENIBHOCTD, IeHbI'M OIyCKAIOTCS B KOIMUJIKY, @ 3aTeM [0 HUMaIOTCs
Hapy»Ky, yCUJIeHHble J1BaIlaTUKPATHO.

JTo u npasza Tak. Korja crapaembcs gesathb 106po, caMm
CTaHOBHIIbLCS 60J1ee BOUITPUUMYHB KO BCEMY J06POMY U XOPOILIEMY B
MHUpe.»

Toxcanyiicma, nocmompume, moxceme au Bol dagamb Ha Hyscovt HFBA
xoms 6bl 18 doanapos excemecsurHo. [locemume Hawy cmpaHuky

H

0151 cnowcopos: https://www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate/. Hau Bbl

MoJiceme ommemume 2a/104Kotl CMpOYKY 0 ejceMecsi{HOM dapeHuu
8 NpU10JiceHHOM KoHgepme. Mol 6ydeMm UckpeHHe 6.1a200apHbl 3
novicepmeoganue 8 11060M pasmepe. 3apaHee cnacu6o.

HFBA nomoraer

« leBope /I* 66110 54 rojja KorJa oHa ObLIa HakileHa MEPTBOX

B oTeJie Ha CTeliTeH AlizieHze. EBpelickas HeKoMMepyecKast
opraHusanys Mucackym, IoMorarolas CKoposIuM eBpesiM, y3Hasla
o cMepTH JleBopbl M pacckasasia HaM eé 6uorpaduto. B mostozoctu
JleBopa ocTaBuJIa CBOETO JIByXJIETHErO CbIHA AP Ha NoNeYyeHnH
CBOeM MaTepy U BCKOpe IlepecTaia o61aThesl ¢ ceMbeH. JleBopa
3/10ynoTpe6/1s1a aKOroJieM U B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT IOJIy4HJIa
UJIBE U MOJEPKKY OT porpaMmbl ['ocmenpuumcmeo (Hos-
pitality), Me>xkoHbeCcCHOHAIbHOM OpraHU3aL|H, TOMOralolLei
6€e3/10MHBIM. JTa MporpaMma OTcJie/{u/1a HOMep COLMAIbHOTO
crpaxoBaHus [JleBopbl. ApH, CbIH JleBODBI, lasl pa3pelieHre Ha
MOXOPOHBI, @ OIVH U3 €ro ipy3el y4acTBOBAJI B OILIaTe PACX0/0B Ha
norpe6enue. [Ipecrapesiast MaThb [leBOPBI CMOIJI, XOTb U C TPYZAOM,
NPUCYTCTBOBATH Ha K/1aj6ulle. 'po6 Hecu Apy3bss ApU U CTYA€HTbI
€ILUBBL.

Hatanbsa 3* (51 rox), 6b11a yUUTENBbHULIEH HAYaIbHBIX KJIACCOB,
3MUTPUPOBaBILEl B cBOé BpeMs U3 Poccuu. E€ nomectuiv B ofHY
13 HbI0-HOPKCKUX GOJIbHUIL HA TPETheH cTa/juu paka. Mbl y3Haniu

o Harasnbe, koraa coceny eé npecrapesioi MaTepy, Muxausi 1
Anexcangp Copkuebl, cBsizanuchk ¢ HFBA. BpaTbs coobuiuiy,

yT0 HaTasibs 1 e€ MaTh noJiy4yaroT 1oco6us no Meaukeny v rno
WHBaJIMJHOCTH, U IPYTHUX JJOX0J0B Y ceMbH HeT. «MaTtepu HaTanbu
yKe JIeBSIHOCTO, ¥ OHA B IAHHUKE, He 3HAaeT YTO JleJIaTh Korja
HaTasnbs yMpéT», paccka3aiu OHH.

Beponuka, oub Hatanby, no3Bonn/a HaM u3 KanndopHuu, 4To6bl
OpraHH30BaTh IIOXOPOHBI MAaTEPH U JOTOBOPUTLCS O GYAYIIHX
noxopoHax 6a6ymku. Ha kiap6ume HFBA MaynTt Puumony
HPUCYTCTBOBa/IM Tpoe: MaTh HaTasiby, chziesiKa U GbIBLIMH MYX
Harasby, coXpaHMBIIHW# ¢ HEH XOpOLLIe OTHOLIEHHS.

* UMeHa usmeHeMbl

3HaKkoMmbTech - JlopoH bap-Jles, ywieH CoBeta aupexTopoB HFBA
«OkouJ10 fecsaTH J1eT 51 6611 foHopoM HFBA, a motoMm, nocsie
HeCcKoJIbKUX 6ecef; c IMU Kooy, UCIIOJTHUTEIbHBIM JUPEKTOPOM,

1 y3HaJl HAMHOTO 60JIblile 06 9TOM 3aMeyaTe/IbHON OpraHU3aluy, 1
IMHU Npe/JIoKU/Ia MHe IPUCOeJUHUTBCS K COBETY AUPEKTOPOB, KOTJa
ocBo6oauTcst Mecto. Oduc, riie s paboTaro OPUCTOM 110 OOILIECTBEH-
HbIM QHHaHCcaM, Bcero B Tpéx kBapTasax oT HFBA. [IprMepHo yepe3
rof, ocJjie JI0NOJHUTEbHOU IPOBEPKH, COBET NPOr0/I0COBaJ 32 MO0
KaHJUAATypy.

JearenpHocTb HFBA 3a/ieBaeT siyuiiue cCTpyHbl MOeH LYLIH, U 5
rJ1y60KO NpH3HaTeJ/eH 3a BO3MOXKHOCTD y4acTHs B Hell. f Hajetoch,
YTO MOM OIBIT 110 MEHE/PKMEHTY, 3HaHHe roCyapCTBEHHbIX 06J11ra-
LIUI ¥ BOIIPOCOB 3eMJIEN0JIb30BaHUs N10J1e3HbI 37lechb. B 6yAyiieM HaM
MOHAZ06UTCA ellé O[HO KJIaA0UILE, M 3TH 3HAHHUsI IPUTOAATCS AJIS
JIOCTU>KEHUS J0JITOCPOUHbIX Liesieit HFBA.

Ha BocbMuBEceIbHOM J10/IKe, T/le YeTBepo rpebyT crnpasa U
4YeTBePO CJIeBa, BCe IPUKJIa/bIBalOT OAMHAKOBOE yCUJINE B OJJHOM
putMe. [locyie aByx jieT B CoBeTe JUPEKTOPOB 1 BIIOJIHE MOTY
CPaBHUTB HAC C TAKUM 3KHUIaXKeM U3 BOCbMU I'pe61loB. Mbl paboTaeM
JPYKHO U CJIaXKeHHO, 4To6bI cZieslaTb HFBA - opranusanuio, HaleseH-
HYI0 Ha MUJIOCEP/iMe K YCOMIINUM — el JIyqLIe».

Hebrew Free Burial Association | Chesed | 4



HFBA donors make a difference every month

Joey Hecht: “I've been a monthly donor since 2010

fyou’re in a position to read these words,
you're blessed. You go to sleep with a full
belly. You wake up with a roof over your head.
Even if you're not so privileged, you've got
! more than most other people in the world.
For me, setting up a monthly donation schedule with
HFBA was my way of showing appreciation to Hashem for
having endowed me with a beautiful family, a supportive
community, and financial stability.

My parents’ and grandparents’ generation were not so
lucky. I'm named Yosef Mordechai after my grandfather,
who perished in the Holocaust. I have a strong feeling of
achrayut — responsibility — to do good in his name. He
never had the good fortune to do that himself.

So many people HFBA serves at end-of-life do not get
the opportunity to advocate for themselves. If they could,

they would say, “Please help me have a dignified departure

from this world.” But they can’t. Making an automatic
monthly donation helps me guarantee I'm doing chesed
shel emet every day — just as HFBA does.

[ believe in karma. When you do good, good comes back
to you. Chesed is a reciprocal relationship: we show our
devotion to Hashem and He shows His devotion to us.

“I've been a monthly donor since

Craig Wolpert:
2016"

Are you familiar with the Hebrew word
“lishmah?” It refers to doing a mitzvah
without any personal gain in return, just as the
eighteenth-century Italian Rabbi Moshe Chaim
Luzzuto — the Ramchal — talked about in his
writings. You honor Hashem by doing His work.

And yet my monthly donation to HFBA, given in
the spirit of lishmah, comes back to me in so many
different forms, and in so many beautiful instances. My
grandmother used to say that when you make a charitable
donation, it goes into this big pot, and it comes out with
twenty times more power.

It's true. My giving to HFBA has come back to me in
health, happiness, and personal success. When you try to
do good, you become a person receptive to the goodness
in the world.

Nobody does what HFBA does for Jews in their final
hour on this earth. By now, my monthly charitable
donation doesn’t feel like enough. I also set up a trust this
wonderful organization will receive after I pass away. The
lishmah HFBA does touches so many lives in this world
and beyond.

Consider making an ongoing monthly gift. Visit our donor page at
https://www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate/.

You may also check off the monthly donation box in our enclosed envelope.
We are deeply grateful for any amount — and thank you.

Meet Doron Bar-Levav
HFBA board member

“We’re all pulling together”

had been a regular donor for about a decade
before I called Amy Koplow, HFBA's executive
director, to learn more about this extraordinary organi-

public finance lawyer, is three blocks from HFBA's office,
and in the course of several conversations, Amy suggest-
ed I consider joining her board when a position opened
up. About a year later it did, and after some additional
vetting, [ was voted in.

For me, HFBA touched the right heartstrings and I am
deeply moved to be part of its mission. For HFBA, I be-
lieve [ bring useful experience with governance, govern-
ment bonds, and land-use issues to the table. One day we
will need to open up another cemetery and I'll be ready
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to apply my professional skills to HFBA's long-
term strategic needs.

I also sit on the Jewish National Fund’s New
York City board. Nearly everyone in the Jewish
world knows about JNF’s work with land-use
issues in Israel. Not as many know about the

dlgnlty HFBA affords any Jew who dies without enough
zation. My office at Harris Beach, PLLC, where [ workasa
For me, and for my fellow board members, our commit-

i ment stems from the desire to help Jews in their loneliest
hour. We all share the same motivation.

money, friends or family to obtain a traditional burial.

If you've ever been in an eight-man scull, where four

i people sit on one side, four on the other, you all have to
pull on the oars with the same effort at the same time.

i After two and a half years on the board, I can say we are

i like that eight-man scull: in sync with each other, all pull-
i ing together to help HFBA be the best chesed organiza-

i tion it can be.



We need your help now
more than ever

HELP US PRESER

SILVER LAKE CEMETERY

Donate onlineat
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate

Giving on our secure website is easy
and efficient!

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes
its resources to performing chesed shel emet

(the ultimate act of loving-kindness). It is the

only agency in the New York metropolitan area
dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious affiliation, receives
a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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Four Star Charity

HFBA breakfast
shines a light
on acts of
loving-kindness

The Riverdale (Bronx) community hosted its first in-person HFBA
breakfast since 2019. Four individuals, committed to the unity

and spiritual health of the local Jewish community, received HFBA's
annual awards on March 27 at the Riverdale Jewish Center.

Pictured, from left: Shari Safra, HFBA board president; Andrea Harris,
breakfast chair and board member; Amy Koplow, executive director;
honorees Leah Ferster, Ilana Gordon, and Shifra Landowne; Daniel Pilarski,
first VP; David Knapp and Bryan Alter, board members. Not pictured: Allon
Franklin (honoree).

Staten Islanders Bruce Barraclough and Ryan Fleming continue
their annual Memorial Day tradition of placing U.S. flags on graves
to honor American servicemen. “Mount Richmond is by far the
cleanest and best organized cemetery we've seen,” Barraclough
says. “Keep up the good work.”

Remember HFBA in your will

Give a gift that lasts forever and costs nothing today

The pandemic has shown us how crucial a will is for ourselves and

our loved ones. Writing a will can help you:
« Assign guardians for your children and FREEWILL /[
your pets

» Make a plan for your assets and possessions
e Remember HFBA and other organizations you care about
e Dictate your funeral wishes

Use “FreeWill,” a no-cost tool that takes 20 minutes
to create or update a will. You can find it at
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/freewill.

Create your legacy and protect what matters to you.

Use your smartphone’s QR reader to access more
information about Freewill.




