N
TheH{ebrew
FreeBurial

ASSOCIATION

VOLUME 28, NUMBER 4 « ROSH HASHANA 2022 « ELUL 5782

How do we show lovingkindness?

A phone call sets off our investigation of an
unknown woman

ad to say, many funerals we handle start with the

death of a person without a strong social network. In
most cases, we have a name, but not much else. Before we
can perform a traditional Jewish burial, we need some
information. How do we go from knowing very little to
reconstructing the identity for somebody who once had a
life in this world?

Late Monday afternoon in July — the call comes in
Rhonda Stein, HFBA's senior funeral arrangement man-
ager, gets a phone call from Toby Einsidler, the admin-
istrator at Park East Synagogue in Manhattan. Einsidler
has just learned about the death of a congregant named
Rose Katz, a 98-year-old woman who had lived for
decades on East 64th Street, first with her husband and
two sons, and then alone. She was one of Park East’s
Holocaust survivors and, indeed, was listed in the syna-
gogue’s International Holocaust Remembrance virtual
psTs — = service book-

let in January
2022. Rose had
outlived all her
family members,
and possibly
her brother in
France. HFBA has
to piece together
an identity from
friends, acquain-
tances and city records to find out when Rose Katz died
and where her body is now.

Looking through eVital, the database for NYC’s death

=

Rose Katz was buried between
her two sons.

registry and other vital statistics, for every day in June and

July, Andrew Parver, HFBA's director of operations and a
licensed funeral director, discovers that Rose’s body was
found on June 15. It’s helpful that her Medical Examiner
case number is listed on her death certificate as well.

Tuesday — who was Rose Katz?
Parver calls the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
(OCME) to see if Rose’s body is ready for release — and,

January 3, 1950 — further

if so, from where. He is surprised to learn that, despite
having a Manhattan OCME number, the body is in the
Brooklyn office.

Yelena Kleban, one of HFBA's funeral coordinators, be-
gins an online search and
comes across Rose’s natu-
ralization certificate, dated
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confirmation that Rose
had not been born in the
U.S. Various people-search
databases show that hundreds of people are associated

with dozens of Rose Katzes. Kleban matches names with

phone numbers, but none of these individuals turn out to

i be related to “our Rose””

Kleban hits pay dirt — at least a handful of it — when
she homes in on a “Jerry L. Katz.” Jerry, AKA “Yaakov”,
had once resided at Rose’s address. An online search
indicates that he had married a “Rose Mager” in 1947,

two and a half months after she emigrated from Nice,

France. Another search points to an “Arnold Mager;,” who
had once resided at Rose’s 64th Street address. He was
born in July 1944 and died in April 2020, and was likely
Rose’s first-born son.

With further searching, Kleban ascertains that Jerry
and Rose Katz were raising two children together until

they divorced. Jerry was living in California when he died

in 2004.

Wednesday — where should Rose be buried?

Park East’s Einsidler calls to say that Rose’s sons are
both buried in the same Westchester cemetery. It's
possible that the family had reserved a plot for Rose too.

Through Einsidler, Kleban contacts one of Rose’s
French-speaking friends. They speak about Rose’s
brother in Deauville, but to date he has not been located.

Kleban learns further that somebody in the Katz
family indeed had secured gravesites in the Westchester
cemetery. One had been set aside for Rose.

“While non-Mount Richmond Cemetery burials are
not within our purview, we knew that the fastest way to
get Rose Katz buried in her plot was for us to handle the
case,” says Amy Koplow, HFBA executive director.

In an act of lovingkindness for their shul member, Park
East Synagogue assumes all funeral expenses.

continued on page 2



HFBA’s long history of chesed

A simple stone tells the story

of a life savagely interrupted

ura Soyfer was born in Kharkiv, Ukraine in 1912 to

upper middle class Jewish parents. He spoke Russian

with his family, French with his nursemaid, and Ger-
man with a tutor so he could learn the language of the
arts and sciences. In 1920, three years after the Rus-
sian Revolution and a series of foreign
occupiers in Kharkiv, Jura and his family
fled to Vienna. Austria’s capital was in
the throes of its own political conflicts,
with state and paramilitary groups vying
for power, but Jura came of age there as a
satirist and, ironically, a staunch Marxist.
Soyfer was gaining a reputation as a
writer in Vienna’s theaters, cabarets, and
press when he was mistaken in 1937 for
the leader of the Austrian Communist

Later the same year, Soyfer was transferred to the

Buchenwald concentration camp 250 miles north of
Dachau. He was forced to carry infected corpses and
i died of typhus — one day after being granted a release.

Soyfer’s parents landed in the United States on Febru-

ary 9, 1939, one week before their son’s death. They
eventually learned that Jura’s body had been cremated
i ina Weimar crematorium, without their legal consent,
i and delivered to the Cemetery Office of the Jewish

i Community of Vienna. As with all Jewish Buchenwald

i victims, the crematorium demanded payment from the

community.

The German-Jewish novelist, Lion
Feuchtwanger, documented Buchen-
wald’s military-bureaucratic regulations,
like those affecting the Soyfers, in The
Oppermans. He observed that the extor-
tionate fee was meant to compensate the
camp for the Jewish internee’s “room
and board.”

Jura Soyfer’s remains finally arrived

in New York. Holocaust victims, and any

Party and arrested. He was freed, Jura Soyfer was an emerging other Jews cremated against their will,
rearrested at the Swiss border, and VAR ENEAERICEEEE 1y be interred in a Jewish cemetery —

transported by the Nazi regime to the
Dachau concentration camp. Despite the
“biting frost and drenching rain,” Soyfer
continued to flourish artistically: he and
composer Herbert Zipper wrote Dachaulied, a tongue-
in-cheek paean to “arbeit macht frei,” the infamous
motto of the Nazi death camps that cynically told the
enslaved Jewish internees, “Work makes you free.”

Cemetery.

Seventh graders from Yavneh Academy, Paramus, NJ, on
a chesed project at Mount Richmond Cemetery in June,
experienced a teachable moment when they tended
graves near the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire.
HFBA’s Andrew Parver (not pictured) spoke to them
about the 1911 catastrophe that resulted in the deaths
of 146 garment workers, most of them immigrant Jew-
ish and Italian women and girls. The Yavneh teacher on
the trip assured his students that the fire — and HFBA's
role in burying many of the victims — will be part of the
school’s eighth-grade history curriculum.
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by the Nazis. He is buried
at HFBA's Mount Richmond

Jews who choose cremation may not be
— and Soyfer was buried in the Hebrew
Free Burial Association’s Mount Rich-
mond Cemetery. The few words on his

stone marker tell the story of a life brutally cut short:
i “Our beloved son and dear brother Juri Soyfer, died
i Feb. 16,1939, age 26 years.”

LOVingkindneSS continued from page 1

Thursday — HFBA performs the funeral service
After the tahara, or ritual preparation of the body
for burial, Rose is laid to rest between her two sons.
HFBA's Andrew Parver, Rabbi Harold Einsidler of
Park East Synagogue, Park East administrator Toby
Einsidler, and one of Rose’s friends are the only
attendees at the graveside service.

It has taken the better part of two days to gather up
enough information about Rose Katz to bury her in
her family plot. Rose is no longer an unknown entity
in a morgue. She is where she belongs.

Your continued support underwrites challenging
cases such as this one. Please visit https://www.
hebrewfreeburial.org/donate/.

We gratefully acknowledge Park East Synagogue for
letting us use Rose Katz’s name in this story.



Names, details and images have been
anonymized to preserve confidentiality.

Nelly B., 82, was living with her brother, sister, and
autistic nephew in a Brooklyn apartment when she
entered a rehab nursing home. After a month, she took
ill and died at a nearby hospital. Nelly’s brother Stan
told us Nelly had no money, no bank account. Indeed,
Nelly and her elderly siblings lived month-to-month on
disability and Medicaid payments. Stan had no email
address, but he was willing to sign our burial authoriza-
tion form and attest that both parents had been buried
in Jewish cemeteries. None of Nelly’s family members
were ambulatory enough to attend the funeral.

Jerry R,, 62, died of cancer in Queens, six months after
the death of a brother in Israel. Jerry had worked as

a salesman until March 2021, when he got laid off.
Recently, he had been living on unemployment ben-
efits and an occasional $200 gift from his 86-year-old
father in Israel. We spoke to the father about HFBA, but
he wept and told us that while he could authorize the
burial, he could not contribute to his son’s funeral costs.
We gleaned few details about Jerry, originally from the
U.K. and proud of being a “very private person.” A rabbi
in Israel helped facilitate a Zoom link so Jerry’s father
could virtually attend his son’s funeral.

Betsy W,, 57, had never married and — despite hav-
ing a “fine vocabulary” — never completed college.

She was staying with a friend named Joy after living
seventeen years in cheap hotels, on NYC’s streets, and
on friends’ sofas when Joy called to tell us Betsy was on
a respirator and near death. We learned that Betsy had
once been an executive secretary, but now had neither
income nor SSI support. Betsy’s only living family was
a brother in California, but the two of them were es-
tranged from each other. “She cared more about her cat
than she did about herself,” Joy told us. Joy had spoken
to a funeral home about cremation but was told only a
family member could authorize it. Two days after con-
tacting HFBA, Betsy died. Joy could not assume any
funeral costs, but was willing to act as Betsy’s agent.
She and a friend traveled by ferry and bus from Man-
hattan to attend Betsy’s funeral in Mount Richmond.

Monica D., 79, and Gary M., 78, a married couple, died
within a week of each other. We learned about them

benefits to making charitable

OUKNO donations through your IRA? A
qualified charitable distribution
(QCD) allows those who are 70%
years old or older to donate to charities directly from
a taxable IRA. At 72, the QCD can help take the place of
the [RA’s required minimum distributions. A QCD may
lower your taxable income, avoid a higher tax bracket,
and prevent phaseouts of other tax deductions.

For more information on opportunities and limita-
tions, consult your financial planner.

( D I D Did you know t}.lat therg are tax
]

SAVE THE DATE!

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY

Melave Malka

November 5th, 2022 | 8:30 pm

Kingsway Jewish Center
2810 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11229

Introduction by Rabbi Shmuel Plafker

Chaplain, Hebrew Free Burial Association

Guest Speaker Ms. Sarah S. Berkovits
Author, Gratitude With Grace
An inspirational and practical approach to
living life as a gift

Catered Dairy Meal

For more information call/text
(917) 647-2744 or (347) 893-3706

To donate please visit
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/brooklynmm

¢ through Monica’s brother, who called HFBA to say that
he had repeatedly tried to contact Monica, and when he

i gotno response, called the NYPD. He learned that both

i Monica and Gary had died — and neither had yet been

i buried. Indeed, after three months, the bodies were still

i at the Medical Examiner’s office. No other family mem-

i bers stepped forward to handle funeral arrangements

i for Monica, who had suffered from mental illness, or for
Gary, a trained chiropractor who had worked as a data

i entry tech for a Jewish organization and ran a small pet

i adoption non-profit. Monica’s brother assumed the cost
i for both burials. Husband and wife, married for 33 years,
i were interred side by side. A niece attended the double

i funeral and filmed the service for a handful of relatives. &



PYCCKWN JAUIKECT

Translated’summaries of articles appearing in this issue
of Chesed,

Byanu HFBA - pacciegoBaHue
TenedoHHbIN 3BOHOK, C KOTOPOr0o HAYUHAETCS MOUCK
HEU3BECTHOM KEHIVHBI

MHorue norpe6eHusi, KOTOpbIe Mbl IPOBOJUM, HAYMHAIOTCS
C TOTO, YTO HAaM U3BECTHO JIMILIb UMA yconiero. Ho 1o Toro kak
HayaTb MOJTOTOBKY K TPAZAULMOHHBIM €BPEHCKUM OXOPOHAM, Mbl
06s13aHbI CO6PATh 6oJiblile HHOpMaluu. KakoB OH, 3TOT nepexo/,
OT IOYTH He3HAHHUS K BOCCO3/IaHUI0 UCTOPUH XKU3HH YeJIOBEKA,
CTyNaBLIEro HeJJABHO 110 3TOH 3eMJie?

PAHHHUI BEYEP U10/IbCKOIO IIOHEAE/IbHUKA: HaM 3BOHSAT
Ponga Craiin, crapuiuit MeHepxep HFBA no opranusanuu NoxopoH,
oTBevaeT Ha 3BOHOK Tobu AltHcuAIepa, aAMUHUCTPAaTOpa CHHAroru
[lapk UcT B MauxaTTeHe. ['-H ARHCH/IEP COOOBLIAET, UTO Y3HAJ O
KOHUYMHe 98-/1eTHeH KeHIMHBI U3 cBoel o61uHbL Eé 3Banmu Poy3
Kan, oHa nepexxnsia X0I0KOCT ¥ TPOXKMBasIa HECKOJIBKO JIECITKOB
JieT Ha McT 64-11 yiulie, CHayasla C My»KeM U JIByMsl CbIHOBbSIMHY, &
3aTeM OJIHa.

3upro [lapsep, fupekTop onepaTuBHOro otzesna HFBA u siu-
LleH3MPOBaHHBIH AUPEKTOP 110 TOXOPOHaM, NpocMaTpuBaer eVital,
HbI0-HOPKCKYI0 6a3y JAHHBIX O CMEPTH XU TeJIeH 3a HIOHb U UI0JIb.
PesynbTaThl ero noucka: Tesio Poys 66110 06Hapy»xeHo 15-ro HioHs,
Y B eé CBU/JIeTeJIbCTBE O CMEePTH eCTb HOMep JieJIa, 3aBelEHHOI0
TOPOJCKUM CyAMeA3KCIIePTOM.

BTOPHHUK: Kem 6b11a Poy3 Kang?

uapro [apBep cBA3bIBaeTCs ¢ 0GHUCOM rOPOICKOTO
cyamenakcnepta (OCME) 4To6bI BBISICHUTD, TOTOBO JIM TeJo Poy3
JUUIS1 BBIIA4H, U eCJU A3, TO TJe.

Enena Kne6aH, moMoIIHUK KoopAuHaTopa noxopoH B HFBA, Hauu-
HaeT MOUCK B UHTepHeTe, Hal/isl CBUAETEbCTBO O HAaTypaln3aluu
Poys3 3a 3-e suBaps 1950 roaa, uto noATBepKAAET, 4TO Poy3
poauiack 3a npegesamu CLIA.

Enena Kne6aH Taxxe HaXoAUT cBeZileHUs1 0 HekoeM /[xeppu
JI. Kanje, KOTOpbIi IPOXKUBAJI II0 TOMY 2Ke afpecy, 4To U Poys. OH
>KeHUJICA Ha Hell B 1947 rojy yepes JiBa C I0JIOBUHOM Mecsla
nocJe Toro, kak Poys amurpuposasna u3 Hunel (®Ppannus).
[TosgHee cynpyry pa3Besuch, U Jpxeppu xui B KanudopHuwy, rae u
ckoHyaJsica B 2004-m rony.

CPEJIA: T'ae Poy3 fo/mKHA GbITh NOXOpOHEHA?

I'-H AltHcu g ep u3 cunaroru [lapk et 3BOHUT COOGIUTD, UTO
o6a ceiHa Poy3 nokosiTcst Ha ki1az6uie B Bectuectepe. BbITh MoXkeT
ceMbs 3ape3epBUpOBasia MecTo U s Poys?

EneHa Ksie6aH ycTaHaB/IMBAET, YTO KTO-TO U3 ceMbU Kary
JleCTBUTEIbHO JOTOBOPUJICS O MOTpeGeHUH Ha KJlai0ullle B
BectuecTepe, 1 0iHO MeCTO 6bLJIO 3aMKcaHo Ha Poys.

CuHarora [lapk HcT, coBepiuas fo6poe zesio, 6epéT Ha ce6s1 Bce
pacxofipl o e€ Morpe6eHuIo.

YETBEPT: HFBA npoBOAUT NOXOPOHHYIO CIYKOY
[Tocsie 06psijia Taxapa (MOAroTOBKA TeJjia K morpe6Hu0) Poys
XOPOHSAT B MOTHJIe MeXAy e€ CbIHOBbsIMU. Ha moxopoHax
MIPUCYTCTBYIOT ToJIbKO AupekTop HFBA dnapio [lapBep, paBBUH
cunHaroru [lapk Uct Xaposbg AltHCH//1ep, aAMUHUCTPATOP 3TOU
cuHaroru To6u AHHCHJIEp U OJUH U3 Jpy3eit Poya.

Poy3 Tenepb He IPOCTO HEYYTEHHOE TeJIO B TOPOACKOM MOpre.
OHa [TOKOUTCS TaM, IZie e€ MecTo.

HFBA nomoraer
®3ii C* 66110 81, KOTJA IPY3bsi HALILIK €€ B KBapTUpe MEPTBOU. Dait

>KHJIa Ha ITEHCUIO COIIMa/IbHOI'0 CTPAaXOBaHMS U Ha coepexkaHus,
KOTOpbI€e OHA OTJIOXKUIIA paboTas kocMeTosioroM. Y HFBA yxxe 6b11u
cBesieHus o O3, MOCKOIBKY CeMb JIET Ha3aJ, OHA 3BOHMJIA HAaM
OpraHM30BaTh MOXOPOHEI cBoero 6pata [Iutepa. ToT cHavasa 6611
BOJI'TEJIEM Kap-CEPBUCA, @ 3aTeM ObLJI TOCTOSTHHLIM MAI[HEHTOM
OpPYK/JIMHCKON HapKOKIMHUKY. Hu y [lutepa, Hu y Oaui feteii He
6110, ¥ Korzia [lutep ymep B Bo3pacre 69-u yiet, Paii ocTanach

B 3TOM Mupe oziHa. OHa 3ape3epBUpPOBaJia MOTUIY JJis ce6s Ha
kiaabule HFBA MaynT PuuMony, rie v 6blj1a IOXOpOHeHa B
anpesie. Ha mOXOpOHbI HUKTO U3 3HABLIUX €€ He MpHIIIeJ.

[bxeppu P ymep oT paka B 62 rozsa B KBuHCce, yepes 1ecTb
MeCsiLieB MOCJIe TOT0, KaK CKOH4YasIcs ero 6paT B U3pauute. [xkeppu
pa6oTas nmpoaasoM o MapTa 2021 rojia, Korja ero COKpaTu/Id. B
nocJie/JHUe MeCsLbl OH epeGUBaJICa Ha MOCOOUe Mo 6e3paboTHlle U
Ha HeGosblKe cyMMbI ($200), KoTopble BpeMst OT BpEMEHH MOChLIaJ
u3 U3pauns ero 86-seTHuit otel, Mbl noroBopusu ¢ otuom xeppu
06 opraHu3anuy NOXOPOH, HO TOT CKa3aJl, CKBO3b PhIJaHHUS, UTO JAET
pa3pelieHye, HO He MOXKET Y4acTBOBATh B PacXo/jax Ha IorpeGeHue.
MBI TakKe y3Ha/IM HECKOJIBKO HEOOXOJUMBIX AeTasneil o Jxeppy,
KOTOPBIH GbLJI pOJIOM U3 AHIJIMU U TOPAUIICS TEM, UYTO OH JJOBOJIBHO
«3aKpBIThIA YesioBek». PaBBUH B U3pausie HalaiuI BUAEO-CBS3b, U
orer /l>eppy cMOT yAaJIEHHO HAGJIIOAATh TOXOPOHBI ChIHA.

OpHo 13 u3BecTHbIX norpe6enuii HFBA: I0pa Coiidep.
HaarpoGHbIii KaMeHb TOBOPHUT O KM3HH, FPy60 NpepBaHHOM

l0Opa Coiidep poguics B XapbkoBe B 1912 rogy B o6ecriedeHHOH
eBpelcKol cembe. B 1920-M, yepe3 TpH rojja nocsie 60JIbIIEBUCT-
CKOH PeBOJIIOIIMH 1 ITOCJIe YACTOH CMEHbI BJIACTH B XapbKOBE, CEMbsI
IOps! 6exxasna B Beny. B cTosuie ABcTpun ToXe GypJIM/IN HOJTUTH-
YyecKHe CTPACTH, IPABUTENIbCTBEHHBIE CHJIbI HOPOJIMCH C MHOTOYHC-
JIEHHBIMH BOEHU3MPOBAaHHBIMU GpOPMHUPOBAHUAMU. B 3THX yCJI0BUX
[Opa BeIpOC U CJI0KUIICS KaK MUCATeIb-CaTUPUK U, KAaK HU CTPaHHO,
y6exIEHHbIN MapKCUCT.

Colidep cTaHOBUJICSA BCE 60JIee U3BECTHBIM NHcCaTeIeM, COUHHSIB-
MM KaK JJ1s IPeCcChl, TaK U JJ1s1 BEHCKUX TeaTpoB U Kabape. B 1937
roJly ero omur604YHO MPUHSIIU 32 JTUJEPA aBCTPUNACKONA KOMIIAPTUU
(®panua Mapeka) 1 apectoBasu. Ero HeHaZj0/Ir0 BbIYCTHIIH, 3aTEM
CHOBA apeCcTOBaJ/IM 3a NONBITKY Iepeceyb IBEHIIAPCKYI0 FPaHHILy
Y yBe3JIM B HALMCTCKUM KoHL1areps /laxay. B ToMm »xe rogy ero
nepeBesiu B byxenBanb[, B 400 kusomeTtpax ot Jlaxay. B narepe on
yMep oT THda, Ha C/1e[y0IUH AeHb I10C/Ie TOr0 KaK BbILIeJ TPUKa3
€ro0 BBINYCTUTD.

Poputenu H0pb1 fo6panuck o AMepuku 9-ro ¢peBpasns 1939 roga.
Yepes KaKoe-TO BpeMsl OHH Y3HaAJIH, 4TO TeJ10 FOpbl 66110 KpeMHUpo-
BaHO B OZJHOM M3 HEMELKUX KpeMaTOpHeB, U OCTaHKU 6bLIH AOCTaB-
JIeHbI B KJIa16ULIEHCKUHI 0duC eBpeiickoi 06LIMHbI BeHbI.

[Tocsie gosroro BpeMenu ocranky l0pe1 Coitdepa 6b11u nepeca-
ubl B Hblo-Mopk 1 norpe6ens! Ha npuHaaaexaiem HFBA knag6uie
MayHT PUuMoH/ (0CTaHKH »epTB X0JIOKOCTA U JII0OBIX APYTUX eBpe-
€B, KpEMHUPOBAHHBIX TPOTHUB HX BOJIM, MOTYT ObITh NPEJJaHbl 3eMJIe
Ha eBpelcKoM KJia6uiie. Ho He oCTaHKM TeX, KTO CO3HATEbHO
BbIOpaJ KpeManuio). Ha HaArpo6HOM KaMHe BCEero HeCKOJIbKO CJIOB,
MOBECTBYIOIUX O XKU3HH, TaK PaHO U rpy60 o6opBaHHOM: «Hamemy
J1I06UMOMY chIHy U 6paTy. l0pa Cotidep, ymep 16 dpeBpasns 1939
roja, B 26 jetT».

Mocnaaue Ha HoBelii rog u Mom Kunyp

EBpeiickuii HoBblii rog n HoM Kunyp - ux elé Ha3bIBakOT JHAMU
TpeleTa - AAl0T HaM BO3MOXXHOCTb 3a4aCThCsI BONPOCOM: KaK Mbl
MO’K€eM YJIYYIIUTh OTHOLIEHHS C Hallel eBpelckoi o61uHon? C Be-
BBIIIHUM? MBI HllleM OTBeTa B TPEX OCHOBOIOJIAraoluX JeHCTBHUSAX,
0Cc06eHHO Ba)XXHBIX B 3TH JIHU: TlIyBa (packasiHue), Tedpuia
(MosinTBa) M Llef1aKa (6,1ar0TBOPUTENBHOCTD).

MpbI 2KeslaeM BaM B HACTyTaAIOIIEM TOY 06pOro 3/[0pOBbs U
HeocJ1abeBarollel MPUBEPKEHHOCTH TeM LIeHHOCTSIM, KOTOpPbIEe Mbl
nprHHUMaeM Kak eBpeu. OT Bcero cep/ilia cnacu60 3a To, 4TO BbI —
yacTb 6oJibioi cembu HFBA.
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Meet Samuel Ross
HFBA board member

“What we do honors the lives of our forebears”

y first experience with indigent burials came in

college when a local chebra kadisha asked some
students to help make up a min-
yan for the funeral of a Holocaust
survivor. | remember standing in
the middle of a Chicago winter
with a couple of friends and feel-
ing so moved to see this gentle-
man get buried with reverence.
My grandmother is an Auschwitz
survivor, and that funeral was all the more meaning-
ful to me.

After we were married, my wife and [ moved to
Staten Island. Once our children were a little older
and I got myself established in a finance career, I
could start volunteering again. I felt [ had more to
give. | sat down with Rabbi Yaakov Lehrfield of Young
[srael of Staten Island, and after speaking with him, I
decided Hebrew Free Burial Association would be a
good match.

I met with Amy Koplow, HFBA's executive director,
in November 2019. When I saw that the organiza-
tion’s mission dovetailed with mine, she invited me
to connect with the board as an observer. I officially
joined the board a year later.

“What a strange time to
start working with HFBA.”

What a strange time to start working with HFBA:
December 2020 was the heart of COVID-19. On the
one hand, | saw the organization at a time many
people would consider abnormal. On the other hand,

[ got involved when HFBA was not doing “business as
usual.” We faced challenges, particularly with the great
number of burials every week, and, [ say with humility,
the whole team met them nobly.

My own commitment intensified when several
board members and I spent a day exploring HFBA's
Silver Lake and Mount Richmond cemeteries. | had
driven past them hundreds of times, but only when I
got up close did I learn their history, and the history of
the Russian and Eastern European Jews who struggled
so hard as American immigrants. It's heartbreaking to
think about them, but also so rewarding to know that
what we do honors the lives they led.
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Donor Spotlight
A cousin shows her gratitude
with a gift for HFBA

e received this email in July 2022 from a

donor. She thanked us for having buried her
cousin. We are profoundly grateful for her act of
lovingkindness.

Dear Ms. Koplow:

In 2017 my cousin, who was like a brother to me,
passed away in New York. I live in Europe and was
visiting my elderly mother on Long Island at the
time. Only after failing to reach my cousin by phone
did we call the NYPD, who informed us, after much
insistence on our part, that he was unidentified in
the City Morgue.

We couldn’t afford all the costs related to a
private burial, so we contacted Hebrew Free Burial
Association. With financial help from my mother,
you buried him in your cemetery on Staten Island.

I think that the work you do is very important
and I am now able to make a one-time donation of
$5,000.

Sincerely yours,
Name withheld upon donor’s request

Elul on the Jewish calendar is a transitional time. We
i look back and ahead. We calculate our gains and losses.
Are we who we want to be as human beings and Jews?

The Days of Awe — Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur —

give us time and space to ask, “How can we improve our
i relationships with our community? With G-d?” We look
i for answers in the season’s three guideposts: teshuva

(repentance), tefilla (prayer) and tzedaka (charity).
We wish you a year of good health and renewed com-

mitment to the values we embrace as Jews. From the
i bottom of our hearts, thank you for being part of the
i HFBA family. ¢



We need your help now
more than ever!

HELP US'PRESERVE 1
SILVER LAKE CEMETERY

Donate onlineat
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate

Giving on our secure website is easy
and efficient!
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its resources to performing chesed shel emet

(the ultimate act of loving-kindness). It is the

only agency in the New York metropolitan area
dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious affiliation, receives
a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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Four Star Charity

Fall Holiday Cemetery Schedule

[t is traditional to visit kever avot (the graves of our ancestors and loved
ones) during the High Holy Day period. Please see the schedule below.

Mount Richmond Cemetery

ROSH Sunday, September 25.................. 9 AM - 3:45 PM
HASHANA Monday, September 26 ............c.oiiiiiinn.. CLOSED

Tuesday, September 27.................coovnnt. CLOSED
YOM Tuesday, October4.................. 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
KIPPUR Wednesday, October 5.................cooiut CLOSED
SUKKOT Sunday, October9................... 9:00 AM - 3:45 PM

Monday, October 10 ..........ccviviiiiiinnnn.. CLOSED

Tuesday, October 11...........ccviiiiiiinnn.. CLOSED
SHMINI Sunday, October 16.................. 9:00 AM - 3:45 PM
ATZERET Monday, October 17 ..........ccooiiiiiiinnts. CLOSED
& SIMCHAT Tuesday, October 18.............c.coiiiiiinn, CLOSED
TORAH

Yizkor is recited on Yom Kippur, October 5 and
Shmini Atzeret, October 17.

Silver Lake Cemetery
Open on Sunday, October 2 .................ccovnt 9:00 AM - 3:45 PM

PacnucaHue paboTtbl Kn1aabuiia B oCeHHMe
eBpencKue NpasgHuKu:

CorJiacHO eBpeNCKOU TPaAUIUU IPUHSATO MOCEIATh MOTUJIbI GJIM3KUX
(keBep aBOT) BO BpeMsl TOPKECTBEHHBIX OCEHHUX NPa3/HUKOB.
[loxkanyicTa, 03HAKOMbTECH C TPHUBEJEHHBIM HUKE PACIIHCAHUEM.

Knap6uwe MayHT PUUMOHA — pacnucaHue

POII XAIITAHA: BoCKp. 25 CEHTAOPS « ..o vvvveieieeieanenn 9:00-15:45
[TOH. 26 CEHTSAOPA « vt vvvveeeeiiinienennns 3AKPBITO
BTOP. 27 CEHTAOPS « oo vvvvieeiiiiieienns 3AKPBITO
AOM KUITYP:  BTOP. 4 OKTAGPS .+ v enreeneeeseinnnnnnss 9:00-13:00
CPesa b OKTAOPS v vvv e e iieaennennn 3AKPBITO
CYKKOT: BOCKD. 9 OKTABPS. « v vvvvieieieeie e, 9:00-15:45
[TOH. 10 OKTSOPA « v vvvveeeieeieiiieienens 3AKPBITO
BTOpP. 11 OKTSAGPS «vvvvvieiiiiinienennns 3AKPBITO
INIMHUHHU BOCKD. 16 OKTABPS « v vvvvvieieienieannnnn 9:00-15:45
ALEPET u [TOH. 17 OKTSOPA « v vvvveieee e iieaeens 3AKPLITO
CUMXAT TOPA: BTOp. 18 OKTAGPS «vvvvvveeeeieniennnnnnnnn 3AKPLBITO

Momunanwbuyto moaumay Hzkop 6ydym uumams na Hom
Kunyp, 5 okmsb6ps, u e npa3dHuk Llimunu Ayepem, 17-20
0KMS6pSi.



