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Families connect with long-lost ancestors thanks to HFBA

Editor’s note: HFBA has become a resource for people
seeking a bond with their ancestors. We recently received
two letters that shine a light on HFBA's special role in
genealogical research.

“At long last I visited Uncle Morris’s grave”

Alice Schildkraut’s homage to her baby uncle spans
the generations

or his bar mitzvah, I wanted to present my grandson
Josh with our complete family tree. I worked with
Susan Gold, a genealogist, to fill in what [ didn’t know.

Susan got us started with my late father, Bennie Fran-
kel. I told her he had had a twin brother Morris who
died as a very young child. Susan found Morris listed in
the 1920 Census. He had died at age six months.

[ got hold of Morris’s death certificate from the NYC
Department of Records Municipal Archives online
database. Cause
of death: measles
pneumonia, a
rare and deadly
condition. Susan

Morris had been
buried at HFBA’s
Mount Richmond
Cemetery.

SR [ owed it to Josh

Bennie Frankel and family circa and my father to
1946. Bennie is in the back row, visit Morris.

second from the right. Susan directed
me to the general
area of my uncle’s grave, and Rabbi Shmuel Plafker
patiently helped me pinpoint the actual gravesite. He
told me Morris’s grave — like many children’s graves

learned that Uncle

at HFBA's two cemeteries —
had gone unmarked for years.
[Leave Your Mark donations
at Mount Richmond Cem-
etery have made it possible to
replace unmarked graves with
stones bearing the children’s
names. |

Standing at Uncle Morris’s grave, [ had an over-

whelming feeling of emotion. [ was probably the only

person in 102 years to visit. | said some things to this
child who never got to live his life, and then placed a
stone on top of the marker to show he was still loved.
My father, may he rest in peace, would be happy that I
helped solve the mystery of Morris’s short life.

[ like to think my grandparents too would be glad

that I was representing them.

If my father were alive, he would have paid for his
brother’s gravestone. Somebody had already done that
for Morris. Now it was my turn to put a name on an-
other child’s marker. Two hundred and fifty dollars is
not a lot of money, but this small contribution was the
most rewarding donation I have made in a while.

“It's been a miracle to connect with my
Jewish family”

Betsy Miller relies on 66-year-old HFBA records

to identify her grand-uncle

My father never wanted to talk about his ancestors.

My own genealogical research led me to a man
named Mark Den, who was most likely my grand-uncle
on my father’s side. I believe Mark was born into my
grandmother Jennie’s family as Marcus Goldin on 6
December 1874 in Moscow. [ was raised Catholic, and

continued on page 5

We dedicate the Chanukah issue of Chesed to our generous donors. Thanks to your support,

HFBA is able to provide a traditional funeral for every Jew, regardless of financial circumstances.
Your lovingkindness — chesed shel emet — keeps us going. We are deeply grateful to you.




HFBA speaks your language

The mother tongue helps overcome barriers
and misconceptions

clients in English, Russian, Yiddish, Spanish and

Hebrew. Our current multilingual staff reflects the
history of Jewish New Yorkers over the past seven de-
cades, particularly with our caseload of Jews from the
former Soviet Union and, to a lesser degree, Holocaust
survivors. Sadly, our staff also deals with clients from
a wider array of immigrant groups whose loved ones
have succumbed to mental illness or drug addiction.

We asked our staff members how their native language

helps further HFBA's mission to provide comfort for
family and friends in a time of sorrow.

I t’s no accident that HFBA communicates with our

Rabbi Shmuel Plafker, cemetery chaplain.
“In the 1990s, during my early years with

i HFBA, we had a big Jewish immigration
stemming from the break-up of the Soviet
Union. People 60 and older felt most
comfortable speaking Yiddish. While this
cohort has largely disappeared, every so often a client
will request that [ officiate at the funeral of their loved
one in Yiddish. This happened once during the pandemic
and again last year. The sound of mame-loshn helps
lighten the pain of losing a loved one.”

. Polina Dolgopolskaia, associate funeral
coordinator. “A lot of our Russian clients

@& don’t speak English or don't speak it well.
They are relieved when [ respond to them
A\ in Russian. I assure them we will accom-

" AW modate their needs within the parameters
of halacha (Jewish law). Quite often Russian-speaking
clients will call HFBA on the weekend when no Russian-
speaking staff member is on duty. When I, or another
Russian speaker, follows up with them on Monday
morning, we can hear their tension subside. My Russian
— and Hebrew — are absolutely essential in review-
ing birth, marriage and death certificates. These let us
corroborate a decedent’s Jewishness. Moreover, I now
work remotely from Jerusalem, and because of the time
difference, I provide office coverage when my New York
colleagues are not available.”
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i Yelena Kleban, associate funeral coordi-

have had cases where a decedent’s birth

been useful in at least three different in-

was my family language. Working at HFBA
i has given me the opportunity to perfect

nator. “Russian is most useful to me when
it comes to examining documents. We

certificate showed she was Ukrainian
or some other nationality, but not Jew-
ish. We've had cases where the decedent’s name was
questionable, but her birth certificate indicates that
in fact she was Jewish. We’ve also had cases where a
decedent’s mother was Jewish, and we can proceed

i with burial because now we recognize the decedent as

halachically Jewish. We've also handled cases where

the decedent was not identified as Jewish on his birth

certificate, yet additional documents proved that he

was. [t can get complicated, and deciphering original

documents is invaluable.”

Dana Riess, director of logistics. “You
don’t typically associate Spanish with Jew-
ish languages today, yet my Spanish has

stances. We have Spanish-speaking clients ,' ~

whose significant other was Jewish, and K8 |
they are more at home with Spanish than English. We

also get genealogical requests from Spanish-speaking
individuals around the world who seek connections

with their Jewish ancestors. Our most practical use

of Spanish comes when I need to communicate with
our Spanish-speaking cemetery workers. Indeed, I use
Spanish more frequently than Hebrew, although recent-

ly [ was able to help two siblings — one here and one in

Israel — who needed help in choosing a monument for

! their loved one.”

Gabby Spektor, associate funeral coordi-
nator. “I was born in America, but Russian

my Russian language skills and to offer
comfort to our grieving clients. My English
is unaccented, and people are pleasantly surprised that
I can converse with them in their native tongue. They
are relieved they don’t have to rely on a third party to
act as a translator between them and us.”

continued on next page




Lena Samofal, cemetery operations coor-
dinator. “A large portion of my job involves
interacting with the people who work with
Russian-speaking monument dealers. I find
- myself mentoring them in how to speak to
- ~\ our Russian-Jewish clients and vice versa.
Regardlng our clients, sometimes a conversation starts
out a little tense. When they find out [ speak Russian,

and that we may have gone to the same school, may even
have played in the same playground, they become more
receptive to the Jewish traditions. For example, I often
explain that the words or symbols they want engraved
on a monument are not in keeping with our cemetery
monument rules. By the end of our conversation in Rus-
sian, they actually feel friendly toward me and HFBA.”

Donor expresses gratitude every year

Dear Rhonda Stein:

We would like to thank you for your patience
and for your caring work.

[ have instructed our portfolio manager to
take an amount out of my required minimum
deduction this year for donation to the Hebrew
Free Burial Association (I never thought I would
reach an age for this mechanism to kick in). We’d
like to continue this withdrawal/deposit in each
subsequent year.

With sincere gratitude,

How to support HFBA (and help yourself)

Give from your IRA A tax-free IRA gift is a powerful
way to support our sacred work while reducing
your future tax burden and meeting your required
minimum distribution for 2022.

Donate stocks Many HFBA supporters donate
appreciated stocks to support our mission while
also legally avoiding capital gains tax.

For more information contact Amy Koplow,
HFBA executive director, 212-239-1662.

HFeA Helps

Names, details and images have been
anonymized to preserve confidentiality.

Russell D., 40, died in his apartment and was discov-
ered by his young son. His ex-wife Jennifer told HFBA
that Russell had been severely ill the past four years
and hadn’t been able to work. He had no savings, lived
with a roommate and applied for Medicaid. Jennifer
expressed shame that she had to ask HFBA to handle
Russell’s funeral. We assured her we never discuss an
individual’'s personal or financial matters with anyone.
Rabbi Shmuel Plafker officiated at the Mount Richmond
Cemetery funeral where more than 40 mourners
attended. Russell’s son gave a touching eulogy.

Harris W.,, 67, was the scion of celebrity restaurateurs
and showbiz musicians and actors. After 20 years as
an advertising copywriter, he opened a film production
company based in NYC and the Netherlands.

When Harris’s dreams didn’t pan out, he began
drinking. By the time he died in a Staten Island nursing
home, Harris had alienated family and friends. The sum
total of his savings: $1,000 in a patient needs account.

Eight months after Harris’s death — HFBA received
a call from the Medical Examiner’s Office. Nobody had
ever claimed his body.

We buried Harris at Mount Richmond Cemetery.

Only our volunteer minyan showed up.

Lisa G. was known to us through Judy Uman at the
Bronx Jewish Community Council. While Lisa was

alive, Judy registered Lisa, who suffered from multiple
sclerosis, and her son, who was disabled but high-
functioning, with HFBA as “pending cases,” and we
reserved graves for both mother and son. Lisa’s brother
in Florida was not in a position to help with burial costs
(he was in rehab recuperating from an accident). Three
days after Lisa died, Rabbi Shmuel Plafker conducted
the funeral service. Lisa’s brother listened in quietly

by phone. His wife sobbed as she described Lisa as a
wonderful sister and sister-in-law.

Julia B., 31, was found dead on the sofa of a friend
living on Long Island. She had moved in after she and
her ex-husband split up. Along with four of Julia’s
family members, her ex attended the funeral at Mount
Richmond Cemetery and recited Tehillim (Psalms).
Julia’s likely cause of death: drug overdose. ¢



PYCCKWU JAUZKECT

Translated summaries of articles appearing in this issue
of Chesed.

HFBA cmasio 8ajcHbIM UCMOYHUKOM UH@OpMayuu 0151 mex, Kmo uwjem
€8513b CO CBOUMU e8pelicKuMU KOpHMU. HedagHo Mbl noy4uu dea nucema,
uaroCcmpupyowux ocobyr posas HFBA 6 amux 2eHea/102u4ecKux NOUCKAXx.

MOPPHC ®PEHKEJ/Ib

«Hy BOT HaKOHe1, 51 IOCETUJI MOTWIY Asiau Moppuca»

CBoeMy BHYKY Ha 6ap-MHUIBY 51 XOTeJl IOAAPUTh Hallle OJIHOe ceMelHoe
JipeBo. B 3anosiHeHMM 1po6esioB Ha 3TOM JipeBe MHe roMorasia Clo3eH
Tosizt, cienMaskCT 10 reHeaIoruu.

Mb1 Havasu ¢ Moero oTua, bennu ®@penkens. S pacckaszas Cro3eH, YTo
y OTLa ObLI 6paT-6IM3HeL] 10 UMeHU Moppuc, KOTOPBIN yMep B FOHOM
Bo3pacrTe. Cl103eH pa3bICKaJla 3alKchb 0 HEM B niepenucy 3a 1920 roz. U3
MYHHULMIATbHBIX aPXUBOB HbIO-HOPKCKOTO JleflapTaMeHTa MPax/IaHCKUX
3anuvcel MHe ITPUC/IAIH CBU/IETEILCTBO O CMepTH Ha UMs1 Moppuca. [Ipu-
YUHA CMEPTH — BOCIa/IeHHe JIETKHUX KaK OCJI0}KHHe 110CJIe KOPH, peikoe U
ornacHoe 3ab60J1eBaHue.

[Tocsie atoro Cro3eH ycTaHOBMIIA, 4TO MoppHC GbLI TIOXOPOHEH HA
kiagouie HFBA MayuTt Puumonz. OHa mpyMepHO yKasasia, Iie HaX0JUTCs
MOT'MJIa, U paBBUH I'-H [L1adkep ¢ 60/1b1IMM TeprieHHeM NOMOT MHe HaWTH
TOYHOE MeCTO, CBepUBLINCH ¢ ToMOM 3anuceit HFBA o norpe6eHusx feTel.

CTOs1 y MOTHJIBI MO€TO0 /i1 MoppHca, s UCTIbITaJl HAIJIbIB YYBCTB
- BeposiTHO 32 102 rozia s 6bL IEPBbIM, KTO HABECTHJI 3Ty MOTHILY. §1
MBIC/IEHHO [IOTOBOPHJI C ITUM PEGEHKOM, KOTOPOMY He CY»KJ,eHO 6b1I0
MPOXXUTD JI0JITYIO0 )KHU3Hb, U [IOJIOXKUJI KaMellleK Ha ero HaZirpobue B 3HaK
TOro, 4To MoppHuc BCé elié oM.

By/ib Mol oTel| 2k1B, OH ObI OIJIATHJI HAArpobue cBoero 6para. Ho
KTO-TO YKe cZies1asl 3To it Asau Moppuca. U Tenepsb 6bL1a Most ouepesib
[IOMOYb YCTAaHOBUTb HAaJIpo6He Ha MOTHJIE eBPEHCKOT0 peGEHKa.

CTO NATHAECAT [0J1JIAPOB — HEGOJIbLIAs CYMMa, HO 3TO CKPOMHOE
[O>KePTBOBaHHUe IPUHEC/I0 MHe Habo Iblilee Y/I0BJIeTBOPEeHHE 3a
[0C/Ie/JHYE TO/Ibl.

BETCHU MUJLJIEP

«JTO 9y/,0, 4TO 51 CMOTIJIA CBA3AThCSA C NIOTOMKAaMU MOEro oTLa»

OTel MO¥ He XOTeJl PACCKa3bIBaTh 0 CBOMX KOPHSX. MOM cOGCTBEHHbIE
reHeaslorMyecKye OMCKU PUBeJIM MeHs K HekoeMy Mapky /leHy, ckopeit
Bcero 6paTy MOero Jie/ia C OTLIOBCKOM CTOPOHBI. fl yBepeHa, 4To Mapk
poauJcs B ceMbe Moelt 6a6yuiky, [xeHHH PabruHoBHL, 6-T0 Jlekabps 1874
rozia B MockBe, U ero noJsiHoe uMs 66110 Mapkyc l'osibinH. Cama s BbIpocsia
KaTOJIMYKOH, ¥ 3TO MOUCTHUHE Yy/I0, UTO 5 CMOIJIa Pa3bICKaTh IOTOMKOB
MOEro OTIa ¥ BOCCOeJMHUTD Hallle CeMeHHOe JIpeBo.

Wma Mapkyca BCI/IbIBaJIO B MOMX OMCKAX HEOJHOKPATHO: CIIMCOK
NpUIUIBIBIIKX B 1902-M B AMEpHKY [TaCCaXUPOB, 001IeHAlIMOHAIbHbIE
nepenucu 1910 u 1920 ronoB., CBUAETEIBCTBO 0 HATYpaIU3alun
JatupoBaHHoe 1914-M, 3anuck 0 npu3biBe B 1918-M, 1 HaKOHeL, apXUBbI
HFBA 3a 1956 roji. Ha Bcex aTHX JJOKyMeHTaX COBNAJAI0T MOANNUCh Mapka
JleHa, jaTa U MeCTO pOX/IeHUS U CBEZIeHUs O TPUOBITUH U3 AHTBepIIeHa
6-ro okTsA6ps1 1902 roga Ha 60pTy Kopabuisl «Vaderland». Tak s1 cmoruia
npocieauThb ero nepees/bl B Can ®panuycko, Yukaro v HakoHel, B Hbto-
PlopK. [lo-BuaMMOMy, Mapk 3aHMMasICs BO BCEX 3STUX IOPOJiaxX He CJIMIIKOM
KBaJIMPUIIMPOBAHHON paboTOH.

Kak 51 nosiarato, Bce 3TH IOKyMeHTHI YKa3bIBaloOT, YTo Mapkyc ['osbguH
1 Mapk /leH - 0iMH U TOT e 4yesioBeK. Ho faxke eciiv OKaXKeTcs, YTO 3TO
He GpaT MOero /ie/ja, sl HAX0XKy UCTOPHIO €ro XKU3HH, TAKYIO TOJHYIO
JIMLLIEHUH, O4eHb [TOX0XKEeH Ha ThICSYH JIPYTUX JitoZieH, 0 kKoTopbix HFBA
3a60THJIOCH U IPOJI0JKAET 3a60TUThCH.

HFBA noxoponuio Mapka B 1956 rozy, secaToro ceHTA6ps. B namMaTb
0 HEM $1 BKJIa/IbIBAIO B 3TO IMCbMO CBOE NIOKEPTBOBAHHUE [/l IPOrpaM-
MbI «YBEKOBeYb CBOE UMsI». f] HaJIer0Ch, YTO OHO IOMOXKET YCTAaHOBUTh
Ha/Arpo6ue Ha MOrMJie KaKOro-JIM60 yCoILIero, HblHe He OTMe4YeHHOM.

HFBA roBopurt Ha BameM sa3bike
MBI CITPOCHJIM HAIIMX COTPYAHUKOB: 3HaHHE KaKHX 3bIKOB [IOMOTaeT UM
cefoBaTh Bblcokoi Muccuu HFBA - o6ier4ath ckop6b poACTBEHHUKOB U
Jipy3el yCOMIIUX.

Wpaum - Himysns [Inadkep, paBBUH HaLlero KJaAGuIna
«B 1990-e rozp1 6611a 6oJIbINAS €BPEHCKast UMMUTPALIMS TTOCJIE Pacha/ia

CoBetckoro Coroza. TeM 13 npreskaBIINX, KOMY 6b110 3a 60, 661710
KoMOpTHee BCEro FOBOPUTH Ha UJTUILL XOThb CeHYac 3TOT IJIACT B
OCHOBHOM HCY€e3, HHOT/IA [I0Ma/Ial0TCsl POJCTBEHHUKH YCOMLIEro, KOTOpble
NPOCAT Ha MOXOPOHAX UX GJIM3KUX MPOBOJUTD LlePEMOHHMIO Ha MJTUIILL
Mame-JIOLIH TOMOraeT HEMHOTO CMSATYUTD GOJIb OT TOTEPH BJIM3KOTO
YyeJIoBEKa.»

Pycckuii, uBpur - [losinHa /losronosibckasi, 3aM. KOOpAUHATOPA MO
norpeGeHUsIM
«MHOrHe pycCKOroBOPsill{Me KJIMEHThI UCIbITHIBAIOT 06JIerYeHre, KOraa
51 006pallA0Ch K HUM M0-PYCCKU. fl 3aBepsito UX, YTO BCE UX MOXKeTaHUs
OyyT BBINIOJIHEHBI B CTPOT'OM COOTBETCTBUH C ['asiaxoii (CBoJ eBpercKux
npaBu). U Moé 3HaHMe pyccKOro ¥ UBpUTa abCOJIIOTHO HEOOXOJUMBI, KOT'-
J1a HY?KHO MCC/IeIoBaTh CBU/IETEJILCTBA O POXK/IEHUU , GpaKe WU CMEPTH.
JlOKyMeHTbI 3TH IOMOTalOT NOATBEPAUTD €BPEHCKOE NPOUCXOXKAEHUE
YCOIIILIET0.»

Pycckuii - Enrena Kie6aH, 3amM. KoopJUHaTOpa N0 NOrpe6eHusaM
«3HaHHe PYCCKOro 0CO6EHHO I0JIe3HO P U3y4eHUH JJOKYMEHTOB. Y
Hac ObUIY CJIy4au, KOr/ia CBUJIETEIBCTBO O POXKJEHUH IOKa3bIBaJIo,
YTO ycomniiasi 6bljla YKpauHKOH, a He eBperKoi. B Apyrux caydasx nuMst
YCOIILEro BbI3bIBAJIO COMHEHHE B €BPEHCKOM NPOUCXOXK/AEHUH, HO
CBU/IETEJIBCTBO O POXK/IEHUH 3TO OATBepxJas10. UHOr /1A yAaaBaioch
YCTAHOBUTB, YTO MaTh YCOIIEro 6blyla eBPeHKOMH, a 3HAYUT COIJIaCHO
['asaxe oH siBssieTCs eBpeeM. CI0XKHbBIX CJIydyaeB MHOTO, U BO3MOXKHOCTb
«pacidppoBaTh» JOKYMEHTbI-OPUTMHAJIbI 04€Hb LIEHHA.»

HUcnaHckuii, uBpUT - /laHa Puecc, IOMOIHUK MeHeKepa
«Y Hac MHOT'0 UCIMaHOI'OBOPSAIIMX KJIMEHTOB, y KOTOPBIX MY>K WJIH XKeHa
— eBpPeMCKOro MpOUCXOXK/I€HHS, 1 UM HAMHOTO Jierde 061aThCs mo-
MCIIAHCKH, YeM M0-aHIVIMICKHU. Tak»Ke Mbl YacTO NOJIy4yaeM 3arpockl U3
PasHbIX UCIAHOTOBOPSAIIMX CTPaH — IOMOYb HAaHTH eBpelickre KOpHU. U
KOHEYHO >Ke UCNaHCKUH 0COGEHHO MPUTOXK/AETCs, KOT/IA 51 06111arCh €
paboTHUKaMHU KJ1ai0u1a. Ecii mogyMaTh, MCHAHCKUM 1 TT0JIb3YHOCh Yallle,
4yeM UBPUTOM. VIBpUT NpUTo/iUJICs HAaIpUMep HeZJaBHO, KOT/A 1 [IOMOT-
J1a IByM GpaThsIM — OZJVH XKUBET 3/1€Ch, a Apyroi — B M3pauie, - BMecTe
BbIOpPATh HAArPOOHBIN MAMSATHUK /IS UX GJIM3KOTO POACTBEHHUKA.»

Pycckuii - 'a6u CiekTop, 3aM. KOOpAMHATOPA N0 NOrpeGeHuaM
«$1 rOBOpIO MO-aHIVIMHACKY 6€3 aKLEHTA, U KIIMEHTbI ObIBAIOT PUSTHO
YAWBJIEHB, YTO 5 MOT'Y 0OLIATBCA C HUMU Ha UX POAHOM pycckoM. UM He
HY?KHO 6eCIOKOUTBCS 0 TIOMCKe oCpe/IHUKa (epeBoAYMKa), 3HAUYMT,
MO>KHO 061aThCs HAPSAMY0.»

Pycckuii - JleHa Camodasi, KoOOpAUHATOP paGoThl KJIaA0MIIA
«/l0BOJIBHO 60JIBIIIAst YaCTh MOEH paboThl — B3aUMO/IECTBOBATD C
TEMH, KTO KOHTAaKTHUPYET C HAIIUMH PYCCKOTOBOPSAIIUMU KJIMEHTAMU U
M3rOoTOBUTEJISIMU HAZATPOOUH. fl 4acTo yuy U Tex, U APYrHx, Kak 6oJiee
3¢bdeKTUBHO J06MBATHCS B3AUMOIIOHUMaHUS. A KOT/la HalllK KJIMEHThI
Y3HAIOT, YTO 51 FOBOPIO N0-PYCCKH, U MOXKET MbI XOAWUJIU B OZHY U TY e
IIKOJIY WJIH IQXKe UTPaIM Ha OZHOM U TOM ke JIeTCKOM IJI0INA/IKe, MHe
HAMHOT0 JIerye, HapuMep, 06'bSICHATL UM Te ITPaBUJIa U eBpelicKre
Tpa/IML1H, KOTOPbIM Mbl 00513aHbI CJ1€/J0BATh.»

I'PYCTHBIE HCTOPUHU (HFBA nomoraer)

Joxkynusa B* 6bl1a HalieHa MEPTBOH B Bo3pacTe 31 rojja B KBapTHUpe eé
nozpyry Ha Jlonr Alsienie. HanGosiee BeposiTHast NpUYMHA CMEPTH —
nepe/l03MPOBKa HAPKOTHKOB.

K nozpyre /lxyiusi nepeexaJia ocsie pacCTaBaHUs € ObIBIIUM MY»eM.
OH MpUCyTCTBOBAJI Ha IOXOPOHAX Ha K/1aAbuile MayHT PruuMoH/ BMecTe
C YeTbIPbMA APYTHMHU YeHaMH CEMbH, U BO BpeMs LlepeMOHUH IPOYUTA
TexummmM (ncanamsi).

* UMeHa U3MeHEeHbI

MblI HoCBsiLIlaeM XaHYKa/IbHbIA HOMep «Xece/1» HallluM
e pbIM JapuTessaM. biarogaps Baiueit nojaep:xke EBpeiickoe
BaarorBopuTenbHoe [loxopoHHoe Bropo (HFBA) npogomkaer
Npe/loCTaB/IATh TPAJULIMOHHOE NTorpebeHue KaXK0My eBpelo BHe
3aBUCUMOCTH OT GPHUHAHCOBOTO M0JIOXKeHUs. Balra jo6poTa - xeces 1esib
aMeT (MusIoCEp/iMe K YCOIIIMM) — [I03BOJISIET HAM NPOJ0/DKATh HALLY
MUCCHI0. MbI BaM UCKPeHHe 6/1arolapHbl.
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Lots to do on monument delivery day at Mount Richmond Cemetery

he arrival of monuments at Mount Richmond Cemetery makes for a busy day. Working alongside the cemetery
crew, HFBA staffers help unload, vet and prepare hundreds of monuments to be set at their designated gravesites
as quickly as possible. Here are some scenes from our exciting November 2 delivery.

o) S S

HFBA’s Dana Riess spray-cleans
the monuments after their long

journey from Elberton, Georgia. designated sites.

“Leave Your Mark” campaign at Silver Lake Cemetery
Obelisk-style monument design honors unnamed souls of a bygone era

Families connect with ancestors

..continued from page 1

it's been a miracle to connect with my father’s descen-
dants and rebuild our family tree.
Marcus’s name turned up in many official family-

related documents, including HFBA records from 1956.

Mark Den'’s signature on all these documents is con-
sistent, as is his birth date, birthplace, and arrival from
Antwerp aboard the SS Vaderland on 6 October 1902.
[ was able to track his movements to various cities. It
seems he held various jobs, such as box maker, lock-
smith, and cook’s helper.

My great-uncle could have been a curious soul taking
advantage of the Land of Opportunity. He might have

5 | Hebrew Free Burial Association | Chesed

Cemetery associate Fidel Zosayas
transports monuments to their

For our “Leave Your Mark” campaign, HFBA has designed four-foot
monuments memorializing 10,000 souls whose gravesites have gone
without markers for a century or more (see sketch). The elegant obelisk
design ideas are in keeping with the various original faceted granite
monuments produced in the late 19th and early 20th centuries (see photo).
Over the past three decades, HFBA has placed stones in Mount Richmond
Cemetery to honor thousands of previously unmarked graves. As our
“Leave Your Mark” campaign expands to Silver Lake Cemetery, we are
humbled by our generous donors who stepped up in 2022 with contributions
of $5,000 per obelisk — each monument listing up to 400 names. With
your continued support, we will record the names of every soul ever laid

to rest at HFBA's first cemetery (1892-1909).

,\, o

HFBA’s Dana Riess (L) and Yelena
Kleban (R) organize the array of new
monuments.

been a loner. Why no one in Mark Den’s prosperous,
extended family ensured his burial is a mystery to me.

Given the historic persecution of the Jews, I can see
why a Jewish man might want to secularize his name,
as Mark did in 1941 when he reapplied for U.S. citizen-
ship. I think the documents I've found point to Marcus
Goldin and Mark Den being one and the same person.
But even if he turns out not to be my grand-uncle, I
find his story poignant and representative of so many
others who have been in your care.

HFBA buried Mark on 10 September 1956. In Mark’s
honor, I have enclosed a donation to the “Leave Your
Mark” campaign. | hope it will provide a marker for
another soul. ¢



We need your help now
more than ever

Donate onlineat
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate

Giving on our secure website is easy
and efficient!

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes
its resources to performing chesed shel emet

(the ultimate act of loving-kindness). It is the

only agency in the New York metropolitan area
dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious affiliation, receives
a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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Four Star Charity

Flatbush hosts meet-and greet
melave malke for HFBA

big thank you to the fabulous women of the Flatbush commu-

nity who held a getting-to-know-you melave malka in Brooklyn
for us. Some 170 people attended the November 5 motzei Shabbat
event at the Kingsway Jewish Center that showcased HFBA's
mission. The evening’s program included speeches by HFBA's Rabbi
Shmuel Plafker; Sarah S. Berkovits, author of Gratitude With Grace;
and several individuals helped by HFBA in their time of need. Our
heartfelt gratitude goes out to the organizing committee for making
the evening a resounding success.
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A lasting impact with HFBA W0l

id you know you can include Hebrew Free Burial ® :
Association in your estate plan? &

Alegacy donation in your will helps HFBA in our
mission to treat every Jew with the respect so integral to Jewish law
and tradition — regardless of financial status.

Let us know you’ve included us in your plans for the future by
visiting FreeWill.com/Record/HebrewFreeBurial. You can get
started by filling out the form on the
website or by scanning the QR code
above. Thank you in advance for your
loving support and generosity.

]

FREEWILLE

May we know gladness during
the Festival of Lights!

11 of our holidays tell us that Jewish existence is

miraculous. None, however, are more symbohcally
miraculous than Chanukah: eight consecutive
days of lit candles come at the darkest time of
year and remind us that, in the words of
Psalm 30, “In the evening one lies down weeping,
but with dawn — a cry of joy!” In honor of the holiday that
commemorates the Maccabean revolt against the Greek Empire
and the rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, may
we all rededicate our lives to love of our people and the
accomplishment of good deeds. Chag sameach!




