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Descendant of HFBA co-founder organizes

tribute reunion

After 97 years, the Louis Garber Association is still going strong

in late October to honor the memory of their

nineteenth-century ancestor and rejoice in each
other’s kinship. Garber, an immigrant from Medzhybizh
— once in Russia, now Ukraine — was a co-founder
of Hebrew Free Burial Association and the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society. For actor
Alan Ceppos and Garber’s other
descendants, Garber is the model
for a life of service and love of the
Jewish people.

“Louis’ charitable and religious
gifts resonate to this day,” says
Alan, Garber’s great-great-
grandson, who observes that HFBA
and HIAS continue their work
into his generation and beyond.

“I like to think Louis would be
proud of the loving family tribe he
and my great-great grandmother
Yetta generated, and proud of our
determination to live their values.

S ixty-five descendants of Louis Garber got together

Aunt Byrdie held the family
association together

Alan remembers the big family
reunions of the Louis Gerber
Association from his childhood
days in the 1950s and 1960s (for
reasons unknown, the descendants
changed “Garber” to “Gerber”). Back then, the association,
incorporated in 1926, met at least twice a year.

“The whole Garber clan owes a debt to my Aunt
Byrdie — Louis’ granddaughter,” Alan says. “She
remembered that Louis was a rabbi on the Lower East
Side and the first mohel at Beth Israel Hospital. She also
recalled how on Jewish holidays, the family got together

Yetta

Louis Garber, co-founder, HFBA, with his wife,

i at Louis and Yetta’s Norfolk Street home and put on
musical shows. ‘There was laughter and rejoicing all the
i time, Byrdie wrote in her short family history.”

After Byrdie died in 1998, the family ties loosened,

and the Garber descendants stopped getting together.
i Alan, a natural at organizing events and researching

his family tree, eventually tracked
~  down Garber relatives via social
media. He found 455 names
and 130 emails. Seventy-four
respondents were excited about
renewing their bond. They spent
their October weekend together in
New York City touring the sights.

The high point for 20 reunion
participants was a visit to Louis
and Yetta's gravesite at HFBA's
Silver Lake Cemetery.

“Thanks to the Louis Gerber
Association, | have met so many
people and heard so many different
stories,” Alan says.

A love of family keeps the
memory of Garber alive

Alan also studies his family history
by visiting the Louis Gerber
Association Cemetery in northern
New Jersey. He has looked up the
names on grave markers and tries

i to ferret out personal histories. “The fact is, I remember
i many of the people buried there,” he says. “I've never
: forgotten them.”

Alan is already organizing the 2026 family reunion.
“Medzhybizh, where Louis was born, was also the

home of the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of the Hasidic

continued on page 2
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movement,” he says. “It was and

still is a sacred town. For me New
York is my sacred town. Every time I
walk around the city, | see my father,
grandfather, great-grandfather and
great-great-grandfather. For them
and myself, [ have a strong desire

to continue the family tradition of
service and entertainment. It’s a
feeling of responsibility and it’s a
feeling of love. You can’t explain these

things.” ¢ Alan Ceppos.

PROFILE

Efrem Reis, HFBA assistant director

Jewish educator reroutes career to teach —
and learn — about chesed shel emet

comes as something of a surprise, not least of all

to Efrem himself. He was on track for a career in
Jewish education when he led a school trip to Mount
Richmond Cemetery and fell in love with HFBA.

“Soon [ was exploring new ways
to educate people beyond the
classroom,” Efrem says. “It turns
out that being part of a community
organization has let me do just that.”

On Efrem’s “syllabus” is the
importance of chesed shel emet — the
unrewarded act of kindness displayed
by the living to the dead. “Working at
HFBA lets me show people that we, as New York Jews,
are dedicated to caring about all of our Jewish brethren,
throughout the entire life cycle and beyond.”

Given that Efrem'’s previous work history was largely
in the Solomon Schechter day school system, he says he
is looking for not-for-profit best practices from his new
colleagues at HFBA. He is inspired every day he comes
to work.

E frem Reis’s role as HFBA’'s new assistant director

Learning from a seasoned organization
“There’s the funeral staff that investigates the Jewish
background of an unidentified individual by searching
through various online sites, including ancestry.com,
cemetery records and Facebook, to name a few,” Efrem
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Gerber (AKA Garber) descendants at Silver Lake Cemetery. Photo courtesy of

: says. “This sort of research isn’t always the easiest to do,
i butwe go the distance to determine who qualifies for
¢ burial by HFBA.

Indeed, Efrem’s inspiration comes from personalities

all up and down the organization.

“Not long after I arrived, I spoke with a wonderful

i group of volunteers at Mount Richmond Cemetery from
i the Stella K. Abraham High School for Girls in Hewlett,
Long Island,” Efrem says. “One of the students asked to

i stop by the grave of her uncle. Rabbi Shmuel Plafker,

¢ our cemetery chaplain, joined us to say that when her
uncle’s grave marker arrived, he discovered it had been
i engraved incorrectly. He sent the stone back to the

i maker and asked that it be fixed. I told the student, ‘Do
you realize the rabbi does 300 or more funerals a year,

i and he remembered your uncle? What's amazing is that
i heisready to do the same for every single person we

¢ bury”

Lesson learned: All Jews are brothers

i and sisters

Efrem observes that Rabbi Plafker’s menschlichkeit,

i or decency, radiates out to the members of HFBA's

¢ volunteer minyan, “who stop their lives on a dime to
attend burials. They live the ideal that the Jewish people
i are all brothers and sisters.”

Efrem is also inspired by HFBA's chevra kadisha,

whose male and female members ritually prepare the
i body for burial.

“They are truly some of the unsung heroes of the

Jewish community,” Efrem, says. “They respond to a
i call early in the morning or late at night. They remain
anonymous and find reward in the task itself.”

Efrem Reis came to HFBA to broaden his role as

! teacher. He stays on as a student of chesed shel emet.



Names, details and images have been
anonymized to preserve confidentiality

Donald E., 74, was a retired school lab assistant when he
died from injuries sustained in a Queens apartment fire.
We learned about him and his death at a local hospital
from a cousin in Chicago, who could only say that he was
divorced. A newspaper story said it took 60 firefighters
and EMS workers to bring the blaze under control. Only
HFBA’s Rabbi Shmuel Plafker and volunteer minyan
attended Donald’s burial.

Saul L, 46, had once trained to be an electrician, but his
fear of heights limited his work opportunities. Saul’s
sister Miriam told HFBA that Saul had shown potential,
but he succumbed ultimately to drug abuse. He died in

a New Jersey care facility of cancer. Miriam said their
mother died recently, and whatever monies the family
had had gone to her funeral expenses. Miriam, five
friends and a family rabbi attended Saul’s funeral.
IsaacZ., 71, died in a Brooklyn assisted living facility of
a heart attack. While he was alive, Isaac’s sister Fay and
her husband set up a pre-need arrangement with HFBA,
and the care facility knew to call HFBA when Isaac died.
In her graveside eulogy, Fay said her older brother had
had a brilliant mind until he suffered a psychiatric break
in his twenties. He’d been institutionalized for 30 years,
but when he showed improvement, he was moved to
the assisted living facility. From that point on, Isaac

prayed, put on tefillin and studied Talmud every day
until he died.

Charles E, 66, died in Queens of lung disease. He had
suffered since his adolescence from schizophrenia. HFBA

learned of Charles’ death from his cousin Victor, who

said Charles became a ward of the state after his parents
died. “During more ‘normal’ times, Charles understood

his life was not like other people’s,” Victor said at his

cousin’s graveside funeral at Mount Richmond Cemetery.
“He lived a sad life.”

David G., 38, was stabbed to death while visiting a
city upstate. He had been living in the South with his

girlfriend and her four children when he was reported

as being unstable, despite taking psychiatric medication.
HFBA learned about David’s death when his mother
called to ask about a traditional burial. HFBA brought

the body from Onondaga County to Mount Richmond

Cemetery, where HFBA's Rabbi Plafker officiated at

the funeral. A dozen people, including David’s mother,

attended.

Marilyn N., 79, was a theater director, actor and teacher

who once taught at the Yale Drama School and NYC’s

Neighborhood House. A Tel Aviv-based lighting designer

and long-time friend told HFBA that Marilyn also

established a traveling theater troupe that mounted

: productions based on classical drama and Commedia

dell’arte. In the late 1980s, Marilyn fell on a loose pipe at
a movie theater and herniated seven discs. She became

too disabled to work but maintained friendships with

friends and students. “Her strength of spirit, active mind,

wide knowledge and kindness have been an inspiration
¢ tome,” her friend said. “She is sorely missed.”

Annual monument delivery
marks a significant day

he arrival of monuments at Mount
I Richmond Cemetery marks the day
when HFBA lives out its commitment to
memorialize every Jew with a grave marker.
Overseeing the October 16 delivery is Dana
Riess, director of logistics, who ensured
that hundreds of markers were set at their
designated sites as quickly as possible.




Translated summaries of articles appearing in this issue of Chesed

Iloromok coyupeaurteiss HFBA opraHusoBasi Bcrpeuy
NaMATU 0 HEM

lllecTbaecaT nsaTh NoTOMKOB Jlyuca 'ap6epa coGpanuch B KOHLE
OKTA6DS, YTOOBI NOYTUTb NAaMATh CBOET0 MPEJKa, XUBILET0 B 19-M Beke,
Y YTOGbI IOPaZl0BaThCsA OT 06LIeHUs ApYT ¢ ApyroM. [ap6ep, SMUTpaHT U3
Mempxuboxa - ropojika Poccuiickoit UMnepuy, HblHe MPUHAJJIeKAILETO
YkpauHe, - 6611 coyupeauTeseM EBpeickoro baarorBopuTesbHOro
[ToxoponHoro Bropo u EBpelickoro o61iecTBa MOMOIIM UMMUTPAHTAM.
Juist Anana Cennoca ¥ Apyrux noToMkoB Jlyrca lap6epa ux npesiox
ABJISIETCA NPUMEPOM CJIY>KEeHHsI U JII0OBU K eBPeHCKOMY Hapoay.

«M 61aroTBOpUTEBbHASA, U PeJIMTHO3Has JleATeIbHOCTb Jlynca
OT/IAI0TCS 3XOM U 10 Cell leHb», — roBOpUT Cennoc, ABJIS0IUNCS
npanpaBHykoM ['ap6epa.

Cennoc NOMHUT GOJIbILIME CeMeHHbIe BcTpeur Acconpanuu Jlyrca
['ep6epa elé co BpeMeH cBoero feTcTBa B 1950-x 1 1960-x rozax. ([lo
HeU3BEeCTHbIM IPUYMHAM IOTOMKHU M3MeHUIM ¢paMuiinio ['ap6ep Ha
TepGep).

«Becb ks1aH 'ap6epoB B fosry nepef Moelt Teteid Bépay, BHyYKoi
Jlyucax, - roBoput Cennoc. «OHa Bcerjja mOMHHIIA, 4TO Jlync 6611
paBBUHOM B HrxHeM HcT-Calizie ¥ mepBbIM MO3J/1eM B GOJIbHUIE
Bet Wcpaanb. OHa Takke JI0OMIIA BCIOMUHATD, KaK [0 eBPEHCKUM
TIpa3JHUKaM BCH ceMbsl coGupasiack B foMe Jlyuca u MeTTsr Ha Hopdosk-
CTPUT U yCTPauBasa My3blKabHbI€e IPE/ICTaBIEHUS».

Bce 65 notomkoB 'ap6epa 6611 CHACTIMBBI OT BO30GHOBJIEHUS
peryssipHbIX BcTped. OKTAOGpbCKHE BBIXOHble OHU IPOBEJIY BMECTE,
ocMaTpuBasi HbIO-HOPKCKUE JJOCTONPUMEYaTe bHOCTH.

JJ1s iBaAuaTH U3 coGpaBLIMXCSA Ky/IbMUHALMOHHBIM MOMEHTOM
BCTpPEyH CTaJIo ToceleHHe MOorub Jlyuca u MeTTsl Ha k1af6uie
CunbBep-Jlelik.

Anan Cennoc U3y4aeT UCTOPHIO KJIaHA BO BpeMsl NOCeLleHU I
ki1aa6uia Acconpanuu Jlyrca 'ep6epa B Heto-/xxepcu. OH BbIyurI
BCe UMeHa Ha TabJIMYKax U CTapaeTcsl COOMPATh UCTOPUM KaxA0ro. «f1
MOMHIO MHOTHX, TOXOPOHEHHBIX TaMy, - FOBOPUT OH. «§l HUKOT/1a UX He
3a0bIBaI».

EBpeiickuii nejaror MeHsieT Kapbepy, YTOObI YYUTh U
CaMOMY HU3y4aThb MUJiocepaHne K yCONMIInM (xece,a meJjib
amMeT)

Hogas gomxHocTh Edpema Palica B kauecTBe IOMOLIHUKA AUPEKTOPA
EBpeiickoro biarorBopuresnsHoro [loxoponHoro Bropo (HFBA) crana
HeOXXHM/JaHHOCTBIO U /151 Hero camoro. OH cobupascs ciesiaTb Kapbepy
B eBpeNCKOM 06pa30BaHUH, KOT/|a BO3IJIaBJ/IsieMasi UM IIKOJIbHAsk
noeszika Ha KJaz6uie MayHT-PUIMOH/ pe3Ko U3MeHUIA ero xKU3Hb. OH
3aropesicsi TeM, yeM 3aHuMaeTcsi HFBA.

«Bckope 1 y>xe uckas HOBble CIIOCOOBI 06y4aTh JII0ZeH 3a mpeiesiamMu
KJIaCCHOW KOMHAThI», — TOoBOpUT Edpem.

Cnyyaii, npousolleIIni B caMoM Hadasle pa6oTsl Edppema B HFBA,
WJUTIOCTPUPYET 3TOT €ro NoJxo/| K 00yyeHu0. «Kak-To Ha ki1ajoulie
MayHT-PruMonp 51 6eceioBas ¢ 3aMevyaTeIbHOH IPyNIoN J06pOBOJIbLIER
Y3 cpe/iHel LIKOJIbI 1151 leBoyek uMeHu Cresubl K. AGpaxam Ha JIoHT-
Aiinensie», - pacckasbiBaeT oH. «O{Ha U3 y4eHul| IONPOCUIIa TIOCETUTD
Moruiy ee faad. Ha paBBuH, r-H LlIMyaans [Lnadxep, npucoesrHuiIcs
K HaM ¥ paccKasaJl, YTO KOTAa JJOCTaBU/IM HAATPOGHBINA KaMeHb C
HMeHeM eé Jis1/1s1, OH 0GHapYUJI OLIMOKY B rpaBUpoBKe. [Io3xe paB.
[lnadkep mo3aboOTHIICS O TOM, UYTOOBI HAANUCh HA KAMEHHOH TabJIMYKe
6bL1a UcipaBJieHa. U g 3aMeTH/1 3TOH y4yeHuIle: «Buuib, Hall paBBUH
POBOJUT GoJiee TPEXCOT TOXOPOH B IO U BCE e IIOMHUT UMSI TBOETO
Aa11? Y OH roTOB COBEPLIUTb TAaKOH 3Ke aKT MUJIOCEPUS K YCOMLIUM
(xecen Lesib 3MET) AJ151 KQXK/A0T0 YeJI0BEKA, KOTOPOr0 Mbl XOPOHUMY.

Takum o6pazom, Edpem Paiic npuinesn B HFBA, 4To6bI paciivputb
CBOIO poJib yuuTess. OH CTasl y4eHUKOM Xece/] LieJb IMET.

Bce, 4TO HE06X0AUMO — IPOCTO MPUUATH

CKoTT /laliMOH/L TIOMHUT TOT ZleHb, KOT/Jja eMy MI03BOHUJIM C KJIaJ0H1IA
MayHT-PuumMoHzA ¢ npocb60¥ 0 nomoly. OH Kak cedvac HIOMHUT, YTO 3TO
6bw1a naTHULE, 9 anpessa 2010 roaa. [lpock6a 6bL1a KO BCeM, KTO MOT
COCTaBUTb MUHBSIH Ha I0XOPOHAX IOTOMKA YeJI0BeKa, epexUBILIEero
X0JI0KOCT, Y KOTOPOT'0 He OCTaJIOCh B YKUBBIX HU CEMbH, HU OJIM3KUX.

W nBa AHs criycTs, B BOCKpeceHbe, 75 yesloBeK NPULLIM Ha KIa0U1Le,
YTO6BI 0KA3aTh MUJIOCEPAKE TOMY, KOTO IIOYTH HUKTO U3 MPULIEIINX He
3HaJl INYHO.

«B To BockpeceHbe MHOrHe oco3Hauy, 4To HFBA - opranusanus,

0 KOTOPOM MHOTHeE U3 Hac He CJIbIIIAJIN — TOCTOSTHHO HY»K/1aeTcsl B
MUHbsIHe J06pPOBOJIbLIEB», — BcloMUHaeT CKOTT. «Bckope nocJie Toro,
Kak 06ps1/i TOXOPOH 3aKOHYHMJICS, HEKOTOPbIE U3 Hac, »kuTeell CTeiTen-
Aiinenyia, coo61a peIuIy, YTo Mbl GyZieM y4acTBOBATh B MUHbsIHE
BCsIKMH pas, korga HFBA GyieT Hy/jaThcsl B HaC».

3a3TH TpUHAAUATD J1eT CKOTT COTHH pa3 NPUCOESHHSICA K MUHbSHY
J106pOBOJIbLIEB HA TOXOPOHAX, TpoBoAUMbIX HFBA.

«/[laxke Jiro/1M, OKa3aBLIMECS B TSHKEJIOM M10JI0X)KEHUH, UMEIOT NIPaBo
roJioca», - roBoput CKOTT. «Ho Te U3 Hac, KTO yMHUpaeT B OIUHOYECTBE,
He MOT'YT NONPOCHUTD, YTO6BI MUP OTHECCS K HUM C YBaKEHHEM». BbIBO/,
CkoTTa: «BCcé, 4TO BaM HY»KHO cZie/1aTh — IPOCTO SIBUTHCSI».

YTo6bI y3HATh 0 MUHBsIHE 106poBoJbleB HFBA Ha CteliTen-
Aninenpe, cesxkutech co CkorToM JlaiiMoH0M 110 afpecy slzdiamond @
hotmail.com.

I'pycTHBIE HCTOPUM

* Yapsib3 ®. ymep B KBuHCe B Bo3pacTe 66 JieT OT 60J1e3HU JierkuX. C
0/IPOCTKOBOI0 Bo3pacTa y Hero 6bu1a mu3odppenusi. HFBA y3naso o
cMepTH YapJ/ib3a OT ero ABOOPOAHOro 6paTa Bukropa, coobiuBLiero,
YTO II0CJIe CMePTH poAuTesel Yap b3 KU Ha MXKAUBEHUH LITaTa. «B
nepHo/ibl IpocBeTIeHUs1 Yap ib3 0CO3HABA, YTO €ro XKHU3Hb He [0X0Xa
Ha »KM3Hb JPYTUX JII0Jiei», — Cka3aJl BUKTOp Ha NOXOpOHaX CBOero
JIBOIOpOJIHOTO GpaTa Ha Ki1ajoulle MayHT-PuuMoHny,. «XKu3Hb ero 6bl1a
HeBeCEoM».

84-netHss xaHeT K. ymepJia B cBoel cy6CHAMPOBAHHOM KBapTHpe
B MaHX3TTeHe, N0-BUAUMOMY, OT Cep/leuHON HeJJocTaTOYHOCTH. Eé
Be/lylLMI U3 OpraHU3aluH COLMaIbHOI0 0OGC/IY>KUBAHHUS paccKasasl
cotpyaHukaM HFBA, yto B MosiofocT [PkaHeT Gbljla U3BECTHBIM
npenojaBaTesieM TaHLEB B HECKOJIbKUX yHUBepcuTeTax. Ha eé
MOXOPOHAX MPUCYTCTBOBAJI TOJILKO MUHbSIH U3 Z106poBoJiblieB HFBA.

46-netHuii Cayn U. korzma-To y4usics Ha 3/IEKTPHKA, HO CTPax BbICOTHI
orpaHUYMBaJl €ro BbI60p MecTa paboTsl. Cectpa Cayna, Mupuam,
pacckaszasia HFBA, 4T0 TOT cTpeMuJICsl K HOpMa/IbHOM KHU3HU, HO B
KOHIle KOHIL[OB CTaJl }KepTBOM 3/10yN0Tpe6/IeHHUst HapKOTUKaMu. Cayt
CKOHYaJICA OT paKa B OJHOM U3 MeJULIMHCKUX yupexaeHui Hblo-
Joxepcy. MupuaM coo01IMIIa, YTO UX MaTh yMepJia HeZJaBHO, U Bce
JIeHbI'M CeMbH YILJIM Ha eé NoXopoHbl. Ha 1iepeMoHuu norpe6eHus
Cays1a npucyTcTBOBaiM MUpram, nsiTepo Apy3ei YCONIIEero U paBBUH,
GJIM3KUH K UX CEMBbe.

CyacT/IMBO# XaHYKU BCeM HAlUM JPY3biIM U JapUTeJIIM
Bo BTOpOM Beke /10 H.3. MaKKaBeH YCIEeIIHO CPAXKAIUCh U OCBOBOJUIU
Hepycanum u eBpeiickuil xpaM. CBe4H, KOTOPbIe Mbl 32)KUTAaeM B
TeyeHHe BOCbMHU IHel XaHyKH, HATOMHUHAIOT HaM 0 ToH no6ejie. Bce

Mbl - coTpygHUKH HFBA - >xeslaeM BaM cyacT/IMBOM XaHYKH, U UTOGbI Mbl
J06U/IMCh 6e30M1aCHOCTH /ISl BCeX eBpeeB, Kak Ha 3eMJie M3pausis, Tak U
B JlMacIope.
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“Showing up is all you have to do”

Staten Islander is a founding member of
HFBA’s volunteer minyan

out for help at Mount Richmond Cemetery. It was
Friday, April 9, 2010 and the request was for anyone
who could make up a minyan at the burial of a Holocaust
survivor descendent with no living family or close friends.
Two days later, on Sunday, as many as
i 75 people showed up at the cemetery to
participate in an act of kindness for a

S cott Diamond remembers the exact day a call went

-~ -
4 man almost nobody knew.
- “It seems obvious now, but that Sunday
5 it dawned on several of us that HFBA —

an organization many of us hadn’'t heard

of — had an ongoing need for a volunteer minyan,” Scott
says. “Sadly, the gentleman we had buried was not the only
deceased who has passed out of life alone. Soon after the
service ended, several of us Staten Islanders decided we
wanted to answer the call for a minyan whenever HFBA
needed us.”

Scott went home that day and talked over the morning’s
events with his wife, Linda.

“We decided it would be a nice thing for me, and for our
son, who'd just turned thirteen, to help make a minyan at
funerals,” Scott says.

An exceptional track record
Over the past thirteen years, Scott has joined HFBA's
volunteer minyan hundreds of times. He notes that two
other volunteers have almost 2,000 minyan attendances
between them.

Scott’s participation in the volunteer minyan is rooted
in his commitment to Judaism.

“As I've grown in my religious observance, 've come
to understand the importance of chesed,” he says. “Even
people in dire circumstances have a voice, and they can
speak for themselves. But those among us who die alone
cannot ask that the world acknowledge them with respect.
Many halachot (religious laws) discuss how a Jew should be
treated upon death, and I feel a big connection to that.”

Scott observes that Staten Island’s 13-year-old volunteer
minyan has had a 73 percent success rate to date in 2023:
HFBA sent out 86 requests for a minyan, with 63 responses
resulting in at least ten men per call. An RSVP is never
required.

“Showing up is all you have to do,” Scott says.

For information about HFBA'’s Staten Island volunteer

minyan, contact Scott Diamond at slzdiamond@hotmail.
com. ¢
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Tax-free donation: An easy way
to fund your favorite charities

Dr. Herbert Lasky’s support for HFBA began
with saying kaddish for his father

NYU, Herbert Lasky drove out to New Jersey
with his father to visit a relative’s grave.

“On the way home, he asked me to say kaddish for
him when the time came,” Herbert told HFBA. “I had
no idea that within a year,
he would die at age 57.”

Since then, Herbert, a
retired dean at Eastern
[llinois University, has
said kaddish for his father,
family and friends in
many different settings.

In one sketchy New York
neighborhood, he was even
escorted to a shiva house
by a tough-guy Mafia street
boss.

“The upshot is, | grew to appreciate kaddish as
a ritual that connects me to the people [ want to
honor,” Herbert says.

B ack when he was a history graduate student at

QCD Facilitates regular charitable donations
Herbert learned about Hebrew Free Burial
Association through Charity Navigator, a US-based
organization that evaluates and rates 501(c)(3)
non-profits. He was looking to make an enduring
donation by drawing upon a required minimum
distribution at age 70*/2. A qualified charitable
distribution, or QCD, taken directly from his 403(b)
plan, fit the bill: Herbert’s tax-free gifts have gone
directly from his university retirement plan to HFBA
for 15 years.

“I don’t need mugs or T-shirts in return,” Herbert
says. “What draws me in is HFBA's selflessness.”

Herbert and his late wife, Jane, also underwrote a
quarter-million dollar fellowship for University
of Illinois Department of Music graduate students.

“It's been a long journey from my Lower East Side
roots,” Herbert says. “I invented myself but carried
my ethnicity with me. Donating to the organizations
I care about keeps me connected to the educational
and philosophical convictions I acquired in my
youth. QCD is the means by which [ support them
compassionately and economically.” ¢



We need your help now
more than ever

Donate online at
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate

Giving on our secure website is easy
and efficient!

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION devotes
its resources to performing chesed shel emet

(the ultimate act of loving-kindness). It is the

only agency in the New York metropolitan area
dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious affiliation, receives
a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bryan Alter Deborah Newborn
Doron Bar-Levav Daniel A. Pilarski

Richard Fishman Samuel Ross

Andrea Harris Shari Safra

Paul H. Nagelberg

PRESIDENT RABBINIC ADVISOR
Shari Safra Rabbi Elchonon Zohn
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ADVISORY

Amy Koplow COMMITTEE

Charles M. Greinsky
Minna Monte Seitelman
Rabbi Dr. Henry Sheinkopf

CEMETERY CHAPLAIN
Rabbi Shmuel Plafker

'|1I|.II||II|I||l|:.
CHESED IS PUBLISHED BY
THE HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION

Barbara Finkelstein, Editor Adam Rawson, Designer
Printed by Print & Communication Services, LLC

125 Maiden Lane, Unit 5B, New York, NY 10038
Phone: (212) 239-1662 + Fax: (212) 239-1981
Email: info@hebrewfreeburial.org

Website: www.hebrewfreeburial.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/hebrewfreeburial

PROUD PARTNER

OUJA feieaton

Four Star Charity

How to support HFBA (and help yourself)

Give from your IRA A tax-free IRA gift is a powerful way to
support our sacred work while reducing your future tax burden
and meeting your required minimum distribution for 2023.

Donate stocks Many HFBA supporters donate appreciated
stocks to support our mission while also legally avoiding capital
gains tax.

For more information contact Amy Koplow, HFBA executive
director, 212-239-1662.

With Grateful
Acknowledgment

HFBA thanks the students from
area schools and organizations
for volunteering their time

to clear debris from Mount
Richmond Cemetery.

Students from ASHAR (Rockland
County) bonded with each other
and HFBA as they raked leaves on
Clean-Up Day.

Students from Yeshiva of South Students from the Stella K.

Shore (Hewlett, Long Island) exhibit Abraham High School for Girls
pride in the bags of leaves they (Hewlett, Long Island) pay tribute
amassed on Clean-Up Day. to a student’s uncle.

Happy Chanukah to our friends
and supporters
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In the second century B.C.E., the Jewish Maccabees fought to
recapture and secure the temple in Jerusalem. The candles we
light over eight days of Chanukah remind us of their victory. All
of us at HFBA wish you a happy Chanukah — and the restoration
of security for Jews in Israel and the Diaspora.



