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Two beloved Gussies bring donors to HFBA

A loving son pays it forward

For much of his life, Bill H. had no hard and fast evidence of his paternal
Jewish ancestry. After his father’s death, he started piecing together his own
memories as well as documentary evidence that his father, in fact, was Jewish.
Bill graciously shared the story of his Jewish roots with Chesed.

I was the kind of kid who was always asking questions. When it came to my
family, though, I simply accepted that my sister and I were Lutheran because our
mom was Lutheran. My dad’s father had an accent, but nobody ever said where
it came from. I didn’t ask for details. After my grandma Gussie died in her early
thirties from pancreatic cancer, Grandpa lived alone in an 8’x8’ room with a
portable closet and a bathroom out in the hallway. He worked at the Playland
Amusement Park in Rye breaking down dollars for customers.

One day, my parents asked me to get something out of the headboard in their
bedroom. I stumbled across a mimeograph of an enlistment record. I didn’t
think much about it at the time, but I never forgot it.

s AMter miy parents were gone, [ decided something wasn’t right. Every time I tried to
Sam Goldenberg, Bill’s grandfather. investigate my father’s background, I hit a brick wall. It finally occurred to me that the

Bill learned of his Jewish ancestry name on my grandpa’s buzzer was different from my dad’s. It was Goldenberg. I went
only after the death of his father.

continued on page 2

Did Tali’s chesed shel emet lead to marriage?

For Tali G., community service and the unknown author of a memorial tribute
combined to reveal the hand of fate. She gave Chesed her account of hashgacha pratis,
or divine providence. Out of respect for Tali’s privacy, we have given her a pseudonym.

In high school, my friends and I wanted  skills or training. We decided to sing with
to be together on Shabbat. We figured the patients. We felt our singing lightened
we should do something worthwhile the gloomy atmosphere.

with our time, so we chose to visit
people at a nursing home in Brooklyn.
It was an eye-opening experience. Many
residents simply sat and stared into
space all day long.

Gussie Sachs was different from most
of the residents we visited. She was an
adorable lady with a cute little ponytail
and a sweet smile. She had no children,
although I recently learned she had

We were just teenagers with no particular ~ been married. Tali’s family bought a headstone to
mark the grave of the nursing home

continued on page 2 resident they called their friend.




A descendant’s
research

continued from front page

to ancestry.com
and up popped
that enlistment
record. The

only difference
between the

copy I found on
Ancestry and my
parents’ copy was
the surname. The
serial numbers on

both documents,

however,

matched. At some

point, my dad

had changed

his name The landsmanschaft
' that paid for

I had another Gussie’s stone

lead. I discovered inspired Bill to

hat Gussi become an
that Gussie HFBA donor.

Goldenberg —

my dad’s mother — was buried in

a Jewish Long Island cemetery. My
wife and I took a drive and found
Gussie’s grave. The stone marker was
of a tree cut short — a headstone
design popular in the early 20th
century for a person who died
young. The marker was beautiful. I
thought, “Grandpa didn’t have two
sticks to rub together. Somebody
else paid for this.” My research
confirmed Gussie’s landsmanschaft
— her Polish hometown club — had
put up the money.

Another clue: my father used to
talk about having lived in the
Hebrew National Orphan Home in
Tuckahoe for eight years. He would
reminisce about riding a Clydesdale
there called Stocking. How could

a poor kid have a horse? During
my genealogical search, I came
across a book about the orphanage.
I couldn’t believe it: the young
“inmates” recalled a Clydesdale
named Stocking.

continued on page 3
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A marriage built on chesed shel emet

In 1993, when I was 23 years old,

we arrived at the nursing home only
to learn Gussie had been hospitalized.
One Sunday I went with my mother
to visit Gussie. Gussie’s doctor walked
into the room. I can’t help but think it
was a sign of hashgacha pratis.

The doctor told us Gussie wasn’t doing
well. My mother said, “You should
have our phone number in case you
need to reach us.”

Who would bury Gussie?

Shortly after our visit, the doctor
called us to say Gussie passed away.

We learned Gussie had nobody to
bury her. 'm pretty sure we called
Rabbi Elchonon Zohn because he was
associated with tahara, the traditional
ritual purification of the body before
burial. He told us to get in touch with
the Hebrew Free Burial Association.
Neither my mother nor I had ever
heard of it before.

HFBA took it from there. They made all
the funeral and burial arrangements.

Most impressive of all was HFBA’s
Rabbi Shmuel Plafker. The whole time
he officiated at Gussie’s funeral, I was
saying to myself, “What an angel!” The
way he handled everything — it was
beautiful. He was a pure soul.

Three years later, my family paid for

a gravestone. A friend of mine told
me she knew somebody who could
compose a d’var Torah, or a short talk
based on the weekly Torah portion, to
be delivered at the stone’s unveiling.
She called him up, told him about
Gussie, and he wrote us a d’var Torah.
My father read it at the unveiling.

Now, when all this was going on, I was
dating a boy. I was so excited about
my whole experience with Gussie —
my visits to the nursing home, our
experience with HFBA, the unveiling,
the d’var Torah — that I told him all

continued from front page

about it. I thought he’d value what
I had done. I was stunned when he
broke up with me.

“What’s wrong?” I asked him.

He said, “I don’t want my wife running
around putting up grave markers.

I don’t want a soup kitchen in my
house!”

Wow. I'd felt so good about honoring
Gussie. My chesed shel emet ended my
relationship.

Why can’t | get a guy like him?
Remember my friend who knew
somebody who could write the d’var
Torah for Gussie’s unveiling? It turns
out she was dating him.

“I'm not sure about him,” she told
me. “He’s in medical school and
I'm looking for somebody more
established.”

I thought to myself, “Why can’t
somebody nice like him want me?”
was going out with the craziest people.

Pretty soon, my friend told me she had
stopped seeing this guy. She suggested
I go out with him. That man became
my husband. Of course, he was the
boy who wrote Gussie’s d’var Torah.
Hashgacha pratis!

How we chose HFBA

Maybe I can’t draw a straight

line between Hebrew Free Burial
Association and my finding my
husband. But HFBA was an important
piece in the jigsaw puzzle of my life.
And when my husband and I looked
for an organization we could support,
we thought of the same one. After
everything HFBA did to bury Gussie
with honor, this wasn’t a hard decision.

From beginning to end, my
involvement with Gussie felt divinely
ordained. How could I not commit
my family to such a wonderful
organization? m



A descendant’s
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DNA testing sealed the deal. I was 50 + A% H E L P S
percent Ashkenazic Jewish.

A time to pay it forward \i¥ J Names, details and images
It bothers me that my father and his have been anonymized to
family kept his Jewishness a secret. ' preserve confidentiality
But I've come to understand what
antisemitism in New York was like

in the early twentieth century. At five

MICHAEL D., 53, was sick with metastatic cancer when he had a heart

foot two, the last of the Goldenbergs attack and died. His mother and sister, both on Supplemental Security

was a scrapper. He had to defend Income (SSI), were ready to cremate Michael, despite his stated wish for
himself against bullies. Maybe a traditional burial. HFBA assured the family they would not incur any
changing his name and submerging burial costs. Michael’s two family members attended the funeral at Mount
his Jewish identity were his ways of Richmond Cemetery, along with HFBA minyan volunteers. Michael’s mother
defending himself. described her son as “having a good heart.”

JANET K., 84, died in her subsidized Gramercy Park apartment, most
likely from heart failure. A case manager from an organization that provides
for the welfare of senior citizens told HFBA that in her younger days,

Janet had been a respected dance instructor at Brandeis, University of

New Hampshire and Juilliard. Indeed, a 1968 newspaper review of a dance
program featuring Janet hailed her as a “well-trained body inhabited by an
adventurous spirit.” Only HFBA’s volunteer minyan attended the funeral.

LUBA H., 89, died of kidney failure at a nursing home where she lived

the last ten months of her life. Luba’s son told us his mother had earned a
Ph.D. in engineering from a university in the Former Soviet Union and had
worked at a highly classified level of the Soviet space program. Luba wanted
to emigrate to Israel, but was not permitted to leave the FSU until 1996. She
arrived in the U.S. with few English language skills and could only find work
cleaning people’s homes. “My mother’s life was difficult,” Luba’s son told us.

GRIGORI W., 104, died of cardiac arrest. We learned of his death from
his son, a Russian immigrant in his eighties. Grigori, a civil engineer in the

T e USSR, arrived in the U.S. 30 years ago from Ukraine, but was unable to
Grandma Gussie with Bill’s father find work in his profession. The family got by on SSI, Medicaid and Section
8 housing. Fewer than 20 people, including Grigori’s wife, 101, and son
My wife and I decided to give money attended the burial. HFBA worked with Grigori’s son to reserve graves for
to a charity whose mission we himself and his mother.

support. There are no orphanages

anymore, so we looked into burial TAMMY W,, 61, died of a heart attack. We learned of Tammy’s death from the

groups. A Google search led us to director of residential services at the Institute of Applied Human Dynamics, a
Hebrew Free Burial Association. New York-based organization serving people with cognitive disabilities. Tammy
Because a landsmanschaft in was born with Down syndrome and spent much of her early life in the notorious
the 1920s was once kind to my Willowbrook State School. In a quirk of fate, the facility to which Tammy was
grandparents, it’s our turn to pay it moved closed down late last year. Her uncle feared that the anxiety associated with
forward. m Tammy’s last move may have precipitated her death. Tammy’s “personality all her

own” drew eight loving group home residents and staff, as well as our volunteer
minyan. One funeral attendee was Tammy’s half-brother. The two had never met.
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IIOPTPET OJHOI'O N3 IOHOPOB

ChbIH McclieyeT ceMelHOoe IPEBO CBOETr0 OTIA U IUIATUT I00POM 32
a0Gpo

Tocae cmepmu omya Buana I'. (uma usmerero) Havaa nepebupamo
B0CNOMUHAHUA U3 CB0€20 0EMCMBA, A MAKHCe OOKYMEHMbL,
noomeepicoarowue espeiicmeo ezo omuya. buan nodeauacs ¢ Haweii
2azemoli (Xece0) ucmopueil NOUCKO8 C80UX e8PEUCKUX KOPHEl.

B niercTBe 51 Bceryia 3ajaBai MHOXKeCTBO BonpocoB. Ho Korya iesno
Kacaloch CeMEMHON UCTOPUH, 51 TaK WJIM MHAYE MPUHSIT TO, YTO MBI C
CECTpOM JIF0TepaHe, TaK KaK Halla MaTh ObLIa JTIOTEPAHKOIl. Y MOEro
nefa OblT aKLEHT, HO HUKTO OOBSICHSAJ, OTKY/la OH B3sJICS.

OpHaK/[bl POAUTENN MONPOCUIIU MEHS JIOCTATh KHUTY C MOJIKK
B M3r0JIOBbE UX KPOBATH. B MOKMCKAaX KHUTH sl HATKHYJICS HA
MOOMJIN3ALMOHHBIN JIMCTOK, HO B TOT MOMEHT HE OOPATUJI HA HErO
0Cco60r0 BHUMaHUSI.

[Tocne cmepTu poauTeneit s cTal 3aMevaTh HECTHIKOBKHU B TOM,

YTO MHE pacckasbiBasi. Hanpumep, hamunust Moero efia y 3BOHKa Ha
nBepH B nojrbesn (Nonpen6epr) oTnnyanack OT (paMUIMK MOETo OTLA.
Ho nbITasick npocsenTh NCTOPUIO MOETO OTHA, 5 KK/ pa3 Kak
OYy/ITO ynupascs B CTEHY.

[To3zske 51 3a1EN Ha cailT ancestry.com M cpa3y >Ke HATKHYJICS Ha yXKe
3HAKOMBII1 MHE MOOWIM3ALMOHHBI JMcToK. Homep cepun coBnagan ¢
JIUCTKOM Y Hac IoMa, Ho hamuiiust ObL1a gpyrast. OueBUIHO, UTO B KAKOIi-
TO MOMEHT MO¥ oTel] cMeHuT hammiinio. [Tosxe s y3Hai, yro ['accn
lNonpenGepr — Most 6aby11IKa CO CTOPOHBI OTLA — OXOPOHEHA Ha KJIaiouILe
Ha JloHr Aiinenpe. I oGHapy>Kuil, YToO OOLLECTBO B3aMMONOMOLLIN
(nanocmanwagpm) BoIxoaues u3 e€ poyiHoro roposia B Iosbiie codpano
JIeHbI'M Ha e€ MoruibHyto Tabmuky. [Toske, Tect [JHK nogreepmun mou
noraaku. On nokasas, yto Ha S0 MPOLEHTOB 51 — AIIKEHA3CKUIA €BPei.

MeHs1 He pajiyeT, YTO MOI1 OTEll U €r0 CeMbsl IEPKaJl B CEKpeTe
CBOE eBPENiCTBO. HO 51 MOCTENEHHO y3HABAJ, KaK CUJIEH ObLI
anTrcemMuT3m B Heto-Mopke B Hauase aBajiuaroro Beka. Moxer ObITh
TO, YTO MOI1 OTel] CKPbIBAJI CBOIO €BPENCKYIO MEHTUUYHOCTD, ObLIO €ro
crnoco6oM 60pPOTHCS C AHTUCEMUTHU3MOM.

Most 3keHa U st BrosiHe obecrieyeHbl. Mbl pelniii MoXepTBOBAThH
JIEHbI'M Ha KaKy0-HUOY/Ib GIIarOTBOPUTETBHYIO OPraHU3alMIo, YbK LIETN
Ham HpaBsiTcsl. [TOCKOIbKY IETCKUX MPUIOTOB MPAKTHYECKH HE OCTANIOCh,
MbI l/l3y‘{l/lﬂl/l HECKOJIBKO 0praun3aum71, 3aHUMArOLIMXCA HOXOpOHaMVl.

Tak nouck B Google BbiBes Hac Ha EBpeiickyro Biarosropurenbhyro
[Toxoponnyto Accotpanmto. [TockonbKy ManeHbKoe OOIIEeCTBO
B3aUMOTIOMOLIY (anOcmanuagpn) B 1920-x rofax no3adboTUIOCh O MOUX
6albyI1Ke 1 AeAyIIKe, Tereph Hallla Ouepefb OTIIIATUTH J0OPOM 3a I00po.

EIIE OJUH IOPTPET JOHOPA

«51 BBIIITA 3aMY3K 32 YeJIOBEKA, YBICUEHHOTO Xece]] el SMET
(MUJIOCEPAUEM K YCOILLINUM)»

Has Taau Xexwep (umsa UsMEeHEHO 0N 3AUUMbL YACMHOU HCUSHUL)
paboma Ha 6.4a20 0OUUHbL U HEUZBECMHbLIL ABMOP HAOPOOHOU peul
Aasuau pyky cyovbul. Ona pacckasana 2azeme Xeceo o0 xaueaxa
npamuc — B-jicecmeeHHoMm nposudeHuu.

[Moxanyii, mou otHoenusi c HFBA Hauanuce net tTpupuaTh ToMy
Ha3aj, korya s no3Hakomunack ¢ ['accn Cake. B crapimx kmaccax
MbI C JIPY3bsSIMHM XOTEJI BMECTE MPOBOJIUTH LIA00AT, TIPU 3TOM Jiesast
YTO-TO MoJIe3HOe. Mbl HaBeIAJIM NALUEHTOB B OJTHOM M3 OPYKIMHCKUX
JIOMOB NpecTapelibix. MHOTHE X HUX MPOCTO CUJCIIH U LEJIBIMU JTHIMU
CMOTpeJH B MyCTOTY. MBI NI 9TUM JIFOJISIM, TyBCTBYSI, UTO HAIIN
MECHU CKPAIIMBAIOT MPAYHYIO aTMOChepy.

XBOCTHK ¥ MUJIas yIIbIOKA

INaccu ornMyanach OT GONBIIMHCTBA MALMEHTOB, KOTOPBIX MbI
Haeewaa. OHa Obl1a 04apoBATENILHOM JJAMOI C MIJTBIM MaJIEHbKUM
XBOCTUKOM U 00€30py>KUBatoLLEel YIbIOKO. Y Hee He OblIo JieTel,
XOTSI s y3HaJIa, YTO KOIJIa-TO OHa OblIa 3aMy>KeM.

Opnax/pl B wa6oat B 1993 ropty (MHe 6b110 23) MbI IpUEXaiu
B JIOM IpecTapelbIX 1 y3Hamu, yro ['accu B 6onbHuue. B ogHo
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13 BOCKPECEHUI1 Mbl C MaMOi1 HABECTIIIN €€ TaM. 3alen Bpad,
neuynBumi ['acen, v ckazan HaMm, UTO fiesia y He€ He oueHb. Most MaTh
npepioxuia: «He 3anuiuere am Haim Homepa TenegoHOB, ecin
TIOHAJIOONTCSI C HAMU CBSI3aThCS 1»

Bckope nocrne Toro noceineHust HaMm MO3BOHUI Bpayu ¥ COOOLLI,
yto ["accu ckonuyanack. Y I'accu He ObUIO HUKOIO, KTO MOT Obl €€
NoxopoHuTh. CHavana Mbl MO3BOHMIIM pabou DbXOHOHY 30HY, 3Hasl,
YTO OH ObIJT CBSI3aH C pUTyaJlaMy Taxapa (OUMIIEHNEM Tea Tepes
norpebennem). Pa66u 301 mocoBeToBan Ham 06paTtuThes B EBperickyro
BnarorBopurenshyro [Toxoponnyro Accormanuio. [1o 3Toro Hu 51, HI
MOS1 MaTh HUKOTIA HE CJIbIIIANM 00 3TON OpraHu3aL|y.

HFBA B3sina Ha ce6s1 Bce 3a060ThbI, CBSI3aHHbIE C TOXOPOHAMU U
norpe6enuem ["accu. OcobeHHo Hac BnevyaTIuia paBBuH, r-H lImyanb
[Tnacpxep. Beé To Bpemsi, moka oH MpoBOAXI 06psiT TOXOPOH, 51
MOBTOPsINIA TIPO cebst: «ITO - aHresm». TONbKO YeJIOBeK C YUCTON AyIION
MOT BCE MPOJIENATh C TAKUM YYaCTHEM.

HekTo numier gap Topa — HaArpoGHYIO pevn

[potwio Tpu ropa, Npekje 4em ObUT YCTAHOBJIEH NaMSITHUK Ha MOTMIIE
Taccn. OjiHa M3 MOMX TOAPYT YIOMSIHYJIA, UTO 3HAET YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPHIi
MOT Obl HaMCcaTh 08ap Mopa — KPATKYIO pedb, OCHOBAHHYHO Ha
HeJleJIbHOM ry1aBe Topbl, /ISl IPOU3HECEHNUS] HA OTKPbITUY MAMSITHUKA.
Most nojipyra cBsi3ajiach ¢ 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM, TOT Hanucai 08ap mopa,
KOTOPYIO MOI1 OTel] 3aUMTal Ha OTKPbITUN MamMsiTHUKA [accu.

Hapio BaM 3HaTh, 4TO B TO BpeMs s BCTpevasiach ¢ napHeMm. S 6biia
TaK B3BOJIHOBaHA BOCIIOMMUHaHMSAMU 0 ["accu, uTo pacckasana emy Bcé
9T10. U GbIsTa olLIesIoMIIeHa, KOT/ia OH pacCTalICsl CO MHOIA, TOBOPSI IPU
atom: «He >kenaro, 4ToObI MOsI >KeHa Oerasia 1 cTaBuiia Hagrpoousi. U ne
X04y UMETb B MOEM JioMe OecriiaTHyto cTosioByto!». Hy u Hy. Tak mog
YBIICUCHHE XeCeO teab IMen TIOTOXKUIIO KOHEL 3TUM OTHOLICHHUSIM.

«A KaK ¥ MHe HaliITH TaKOTro MapHsi?»

[TomHaMTE MOFO TIOJIPYTY, 3HABIIYIO TOTO, KTO HAMMUCAJ peyb ABap TOopa Ha
oTkpbITHe namsaTHuKa ['accn? Okazanock, 4To OHA C HUM BCTPEYasach.
W He 3Hanma, Xo4eT JI NPOJOJKAThL BCTPEUaThesi. A s mojrymaa:
«[Toyemy ObI KTO-TO MOXOZKMI1 HA ITOTO YEIIOBEKA HE MOT OBbITh y
MeHs1?» Befib s 3HaKOMIMIIach BCE C KAKMMU-TO HEAIEKBATHLIMU JIIO[IbMU.

Tem BpemeHeM mofipyra Most iepecTajia BCTPeYaThCsl CO CBOMM
napHeM, ¥ TOCOBETOBAJIa MHE CXO/IUTh C HUM Ha cBujjanue. M Tak
CJIy4MJIOCh, YTO TOT CaMblIii IOHOILIA, HAMMCABILMIA IBAP TOPA IS
I'accu, cran moum myxkem! Tak 4To OT Hayana u 10 KOHIA MOE
y4dacTue B >Ku3HU ["accn O6b110 Kak Obl npefiHauepTaHo cBbie. Kak
K€ sl MOT'Y CErOJiHsl He MTOCBSITUTD JIESITEJIbHOCTb MOEH CEMbU TaKOMN
3ameyvaTenbHoN oprann3auun kak HFBA?

HFBA nomoraer

e JT1o6a X. ckoHyanack B 89 JIET OT MOYEYHON HEJOCTATOUYHOCTH.
[MocneyHue fAecsiTh MECsIEB JKU3HU OHA MPOBEJIA B JIOME
npectapenbix. CoiH JIF06bI pacckasai HaMm, YTO €ro MaTh Oblia
KaHJUTaTOM TeXHUYeCKuX Hayk B ObiBiieM CoBeTckom Corose u
paboTasa B OJIHOI U3 CEKPETHBIX KOCMUYECKUX nporpamm. JTroba
XOTeJa AIMUTPUPOBATh B VI3paniib, HO eii He pa3peraiy NOKUHYTh
cTpay BIIIOTh 10 1996 ropa. Ona npuexana B CIIA nouru 6e3
AHIJIMIACKOTr0, ¥ CMOIJIa HAallTH paboTy TOJILKO MO yOOpPKE IOMOB.
«2Ku3Hb Moeil MaTepu Obljla TPYJHON» , — MOABITOXKMUII CbIH JItOObI.

ITo3npasisiem ¢ npa3gHukom Ilecax u ckpeHHe 61arogapum Beex,
KTO HaC NMOAAEpKNBaAET

B camom Havane nacxasibHOM arrajibl eCTh cioBa: «Kaxipli1, KTo
TOJIOfIEH, yCTh BOWAET U ecT. Kax/iblil, KTO Hy>K1aeTcs, MyCTh
npucoeauHsieTcs: K Ham». B EBpeifickoit biarorBopurensHoit
[Toxoponnoit Accoupanyy Mbl GYKBaJIbHO SKUBEM 3TUM NMPUHIUTIOM,, KaK
B [lecax, Tak 1 BO Bce ocTanbHbIe HU. MBI MOMOTaeM HY>KIAFOIIMMCS B
TPaJUIIMOHHOM €BPEICKOM MOorpebeHnt, 1 Mbl OUeHb OJIarofjapHbI BCEM,
KTO TIOMOTaeT HaM B 3TOM JieJie. Bcem HammMm JIpy3bsiM 1 CIOHCOPaM MbI
roBopum: Criacn6o! 2Kenaem BaM Ha WjMILIE 3UCCEH MEcax — CYACTIMBOrO
npa3nnuka [Tecax!



Federal and state funding helps
protect HFBA cemeteries

Security, environmental planning and historical preservation are key

It’s a reality: cemeteries are among
the “soft targets” vulnerable to
terrorist attack.

With an eye to securing its two
cemeteries, HFBA has received
grants from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), and the New York State
Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Services.

At Silver Lake Cemetery, this funding
facilitated the installation of new
security cameras and lighting to
protect the site from vandalism. The
work was completed in July 2023.

HFBA faced some challenges at
Silver Lake. Acceptance of funding,
for example, which ran from
September 2020 to August 2023,
required that nonprofits comply
with federal and state guidelines

Student volunteers connect
with HFBA’s values

for environmental planning and
historic preservation — two areas in
which HFBA has long demonstrated
sensitivity.

An additional stumbling block arrived
during the COVID pandemic when
the supply chain crisis temporarily
stalled the fabrication and delivery of
equipment at Silver Lake Cemetery.
By early 2023, the supply chain logjam
was largely over.

A final challenge was bringing
electricity into Silver Lake from
adjacent Victory Boulevard. HFBA
worked with ConEd to accomplish
the task.

Security measures are also under
way now at Mount Richmond
Cemetery. The grants will pay for
security cameras, lighting, front-gate
security, reinforced windows, and
safe building entrances.

PASSOVER | MECAX

i

The only intruders caught on camera
at Silver Lake Cemetery to date.

Safety of HFBA staff and
volunteers is foremost

“These days there’s always the potential
for antisemitic incidents as well as
ordinary vandalism,” says HFBA
executive director Amy Koplow. “We’re
making sure the premises at Mount
Richmond in particular are safe for
funeral directors who drop off decedents
at the cemetery’s tahara facility, and for
the chevra kadisha members who arrive
late at night and early in the morning.”

Fortunately, the only intruders caught
to date on camera have been wild
turkeys at Silver Lake Cemetery.

“Our goal is to keep it that way,”
Koplow says. m

Mount Richmond Cemetery spring holiday hours

PacnucaHue pa6otbl knagouwa MayHT PUMMOHA B BeCeHHMe Npa3gHuKU

HOURS | YACbI PABOTbI

Monday, April 22
MoHepenbHWK, 22 anpens

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. sharp
9:00 — ctporo B 13:00

Tuesday, April 23 CLOSED
BtopHuk, 23 anpens 3AKPbITO
Wednesday, April 24 CLOSED
Cpena, 24 anpens 3AKPbLITO
Monday, April 29 CLOSED
MoHenenbHuK, 29 anpens 3AKPbLITO
Tuesday, April 30 CLOSED
BtopHuk, 30 anpens 3AKPbITO

SHAVUOT | LLABYOT

HOURS | YACbI PABOTbI

Tuesday, June 1
BTopHuK, 11 ntoHA

9:00 A.M. - 1:.00 P.M. sharp
9:00 — ctporo B 13:00

In November 2023, eighth-grade boys from

12 LOSED
Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North Jersey (RYNJ) g@igeﬁga{(’)jﬁ ne gAI?PSbITO
olunteered their time at HFBA’s Mount
Vol rime a s Hou Thursday, June 13 CLOSED
Richmond Cemetery where they raked YeTaepr, 13 MioHs 3AKPbLITO

leaves and learned the value of maintaining

a cemetery in a dignified way. Yizkor is recited on the last day of Passover and Shavuot: Tuesday, April 30 and

on Thursday, June 13. | 3kop unTaeTcs B nocneaHuii aeHs Mecax v LLaByoT: BTOpHYK,
30 anpens, n yetsepr, 13 MIOHS.
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by these words at Passoverand every dayof |

the year: we reach out to all those in need of a s
traditional Jewish burial, and we are grateful =
to all those who join us in our mission. To our ' :
friends and supporters we say thank you. We

wish you a zissen Pesach and a joyous Passover!

— SAVE THE DATE ———
HFBA'S ANNUAL RIVERDALE
COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

JOIN US AS WE HONOR
Valerie Altmann and Daniel Perla
Tamara Fish
Abby Marcus
Rabbi Stephen Shulman

Sunday, May 5, 2024 | 9:30 am

Riverdale Jewish Center
3700 Independence Avenue * Bronx, NY 10463

For more information visit:
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/riverdale

How to support HFBA
and help yourself

Give from your IRA A tax-free IRA gift is a powerful way to
support our sacred work while reducing your future tax burden
and meeting your required minimum distribution for 2024,

Donate stocks Many HFBA supporters donate appreciated stocks

to support our mission while also legally avoiding capital gains tax.

For more information contact:
Amy Koplow ¢ Executive Director « 212-239-1662
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WE NEED YOUR HELP
NOW MORE THAN EVER

DONATE

TODAY

Donate online at
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate
Giving on our secure website
is easy and efficient

HFBA MISSION STATEMENT

The Hebrew Free Burial Association devotes

its resources to performing chesed shel emet
(the ultimate act of loving-kindness). It is the
only agency in the New York metropolitan area
dedicated to assuring that every Jew, regardless
of financial means or religious affiliation, receives
a dignified, traditional Jewish funeral and burial.
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