YV Ton
Q.QV\ O;)

The][ Hebrew
Prg Burial

ASSOCIATION

Spring 2026 « Nissan 5786
Volume 32 Number 2

Hebrew Free Burial Association —
When There Is No One Else

he Jewish community is blessed
with organizations that nurture
Jewish life — caring for our

children, supporting families, preserving
memory, and strengthening our future.

But when life comes to an end, who is there
for the Jew who has no one?

In the New York area, that
responsibility rests with the
Hebrew Free Burial

= Association, which
. is committed to
preserving the
dignity of every
Jewish soul,
ensuring
that no Jew
— | iseverleft

§] The Call
Jomes In

; For

¥ HFBA, the
responsibility

often begins

with a simple

phone call.

Sometimes the call comes
from a relative — an immediate
family member overwhelmed with grief,

or a distant cousin who has discovered
there is no one else to arrange a burial.
Other times, HFBA must make the call —
reaching out to hospitals, nursing homes,
public administrators, or medical examiners
to ensure that a Jewish individual is not
overlooked.

Each year,
approximately
300 individuals
are entrusted to
HFBA'’s care.

Each year, approximately 300 individuals
are entrusted to HFBA’s care. They come
from every background — observant and
unaffiliated, connected and alone — but all
share one fundamental truth: they deserve a
proper Jewish burial.

The first step is gathering the necessary
information to proceed with care and
respect. “We reach out to the family,
determine where the body is located,
review the death certificate, and secure the
required permissions,” explains Rhonda
Stein, HFBA’s Senior Funeral Coordinator.

“If there is no family, we work with public
administrators or someone who knew the
deceased to authorize the burial.”

HFBA also monitors public databases of
unclaimed individuals for Jewish names,
ensuring that no one is forgotten. In some
cases, a Jewish body has been waiting in a
morgue for months before being identified
and brought to burial. Recently, HFBA laid
to rest an individual who had been waiting
for 18 months.

Once everything is set in motion, the
Chevra Kadisha takes over.

The Tahara Process

The Chevra Kadisha - the Burial Society

- begins its work. These are devoted men
and women who understand the profound
privilege and responsibility entrusted to
them.

Tahara, meaning “purity,” is one of the
most sacred rituals in Jewish life. In private,
with reverence and care, the deceased is
prepared for burial according to halacha
(Jewish law) and centuries of tradition.

The body is gently cleansed, and is carefully
kept covered except for the area being
washed, preserving modesty and dignity

at every moment. They speak only when

continued on page 5

might otherwise be forgotten. The first recounts the tragic story of a man lost to his family for decades, and
the moving journey of his great-grandson to rediscover his grave. The second explores the history of HFBA
and the vital work carried out behind the scenes to serve New York’s Jewish community with dignity and care.

%1 Family History, Forgetting,
2 and the American Dream:
5 https://bit.ly/hfba-history

T he Times of Israel recently published two poignant stories highlighting HFBA’s work on behalf of those who

The Haunting History of the Jewish Burial Society
That Cares for NYC's Lost and Forgotten:
https://bit.ly/hfba-compassion



Chesed

Hebrew Free Burial Association

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

n organization with as many
moving parts as
the Hebrew Free Burial

Association depends on

dedicated volunteers working quietly
behind the scenes. The Chesed
newsletter sat down with HFBA’s
longest-serving volunteer,

Wendy Linderman, to learn more
about her commitment and the role
she plays in this sacred work.

Thank you so much for all that you
do for HFBA! When did you first
start volunteering?

I started in 2016 — it’s been about nine and
a halfyears.

How did you first hear about
HFBA?

Amy spoke at a meeting of the Senior
Volunteer Corps at the JCC that 1
belonged to. The rabbi who ran the
program invited organizations that needed
volunteers to come and speak. Amy stood
up and explained what HFBA does and
the kind of help they were looking for. I told
her 1 was interested, she told me to call her
— and the rest is history.

What made you decide to dedicate
so much of your time to HFBA?
When 1 finished working, I knew I wanted
to do volunteer work; I felt 1 needed to give
back. I was very clear with myself that
when 1 stopped working that I had the
responsibility to do something meaningful.
So I was looking for an organization that
was doing mitzvot, and this was a perfect
match.

What do you do when you volunteer?
I go into the office once a week and do
whatever needs to be done. I open and sort
the mail, process donation checks, stuff’

continued on page 3

¢ HFBA HELPS

FBA learned through NamUs (National Missing & Unidentified Persons

System) that Sam S. had passed away in April 2024 and had remained

unclaimed for 15 months. HFBA had buried his wife in 2022 after her
estranged family declined involvement. Efforts to contact Sam’s relatives —
including children from a previous marriage — similarly revealed no interest in
making arrangements.

HFBA worked with the nursing home to clarify why no burial had taken place and
proceeded to coordinate his funeral. A minyan was assembled for the burial, even on
the fast of 17 Tammuz, with volunteers — and even cemetery visitors — stepping
forward to ensure he was not laid to rest alone.

Poignantly, Sam was ultimately buried in an unused grave originally reserved in
1944 for another person who was never interred there. After more than a year of
being forgotten, he was finally laid to rest with dignity, among generations past, in
accordance with Jewish tradition.

heryl F. had been in the NYC Morgue since April 2025. Her name appeared in

NamUs, and she was believed to be undomiciled, making it especially difficult

to confirm information or locate next of kin. For many months, her case
remained under review as efforts continued to clarify her status and determine how
best to proceed.

Once the case was formally cleared for release, HFBA stepped forward to ensure she
was laid to rest with a traditional Jewish burial, providing dignity and care to someone
who otherwise had no one to advocate on her behalf.

Her story is a quiet reminder of how easily individuals without family or
documentation can be overlooked — and why HFBA’s mission remains so essential.

ast fall, we were contacted regarding a Jewish man, Michael G., who had

passed away shortly after arriving at a nursing facility. With no known family

or documentation at the time of his death, the case was referred for further
investigation.

Months later, proof of his Jewish identity was obtained — but tragically, he had
already been buried in City Cemetery (Potter’s Field) on Hart Island. Once his status
was confirmed, we immediately began the process of arranging a disinterment.

Despite the urgency of an approaching snowstorm, our team worked swiftly to ensure
he was transferred from City Cemetery to Mount Richmond Cemetery, where he

was given a proper Jewish burial. A volunteer minyan was present to accord him the
dignity and kavod (honor) he deserved.

Even when the process is complicated and delayed, we remain committed to ensuring
that every Jew is laid to rest in accordance with our tradition.
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s -Hebrew Celebrating 25 Years
of Devoted Service
& | This past December, friends, community leaders, and sup-
f';hrg_g%[?frc porters gathered to celebrate Amy Koplow’s retirement after

ASSOCIAT 25 years of devoted service to Hebrew Free Burial Associa-
tion. The evening was marked by tribute and inspiration as
HBFA recognized not only her extraordinary commitment,
but also it’s critical mission — ensuring a dignified and tradi-
tional Jewish burial for the most vulnerable members of our

community. Amy’s leadership and devotion have left a lasting
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years to come.

mark on HFBA, and her impact will continue to be felt for
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Top left to right:

Yardena Rothschild, Andrew Parver,
Efrem Reis (Assistant Director),
Avraham Groll (Executive Director),
Wendy Linderman, Lena Samofal,
Gabriella Spektor, Yelena Kleban
Bottom left to right: Dana Riess,
Amy Koplow, Vicky Turek

Not pictured: Rhonda Stein,

Rabbi Shmuel Plafker,

James Donofrio, Dan Simone

Volunteer Spotlight, continued from page 2

envelopes, and help with special projects. I'm
there to support whoever needs assistance.

One project that was mine from the beginning
was genealogy. People write in asking questions
like, “I think you buried my grandfather in

a certain year, can you tell me where he’s
buried?” There were several old spreadsheets
and databases from around the late 1800s, or
early 1900s, that I was able to use to update the
genealogy service.

What’s the best part about
volunteering for HFBA?

I know they do mitzvot, unbelievable mitzvot.
So the time that I put in I believe that I'm doing
a mitzvah. And the staff are wonderful, from

the top to the bottom. It’s a great organization
and they do wonderful things. And when people
are looking for someone and you're able to let
them know where they’re buried, it helps them
and it makes you feel good.

What’s the most memorable story
you’ve come across?

I remember there was a woman who'd been
told she had a sister who was in a particular
hospital in Queens, and she died there as a
child. No one ever told her when her sister died.
It turns out we buried her as a young child.

L was able to give her the information she
didn’t have.

People can have no resources or nobody in their
life, and thev’ll still have a dignified Jewish

burial. It’s phenomenal. HF BA does a real
mitzvah and not a lot of people know about it.

Inspired by Wendy’s example? HFBA offers
many meaningful opportunities to get involved
— in the office, at the cemetery, and within

the community. To learn more or to volunteer,

please visit: https:/|bit.[y/hfba-volunteer m

TO VOLUNTEER
% kg Yv Top
=] & 0y

Q
TheHebrew
FreeBurial

ASSOCIATIONS

T s



EBpenickasa brarorBopurenbHas Iloxoponnasn
Acconuanusa - «Korga bonpuie Hekomy»
Hu oguiH eBpent He OCTaHETCA B OGMHOYECTBE

B eBpeiicknx 00IIMHAX €CTh MHOTO
OpraHM3aIVI, COXPAHAIOMINX TPATULIUN
" 3a00TAIVXCSA O HALMX JETAX I O
OynmyieM.

Ho xT0 6yzeT pAZoM c eBpeeM B
KOHIe KM3HI, €C/IM Y HETO HIKOTO
ner? B Hoio-Vlopke a1o — EBpeiickas
bnarorBopurenbHas [ToxopoHHas
Accounmannsa (HFBA). Mbl coxpansem
TOCTOMHCTBO KaXJIOTO eBpes,
obecreunBast K&XAOMY TPAJULIVIOHHbIE
IIOXOPOHBIL.

Bcé HaunHaeTcs ¢ TennepOHHOTO 3BOHKA
Harmma pabora HaumHaeTcs ¢
OOBIYHOTO 3BOHKA. 3BOHAT YWIEHBI
CeMbl, OXBaueHHBbIE TOPEM yTPaThl, NN
[a/bHIEe POLCTBEHHNKII, KOI/a 60sIblire
HEKOMY OPraHM30BaTb IIOXOPOHBL
Yacto corpyguuku HFBA camu 3BoHAT
B GOJILHUIIBI, IOMa IIPeCTapeNbIX VN B
oduc cyamenakcnepra — yOemUTbCA, 9TO
HVI OffYIH €Bpeli He OBUI IPOMYIIeH.
Exerogno HFBA xopoHKT 0KOIO
TPEXCOT eBpeeB — PEIUTMO3HBIX
1 HeCOOTIOfAIOIINX, CEMEITHBIX U
opmHOKuX. Ho Bce oHM 3acmyxuBaioT
HaJIeXKaIllero eBpeiicKoro norpedenns.
ITepsbit mrar — c60p MHPOPMALUY
— IIPOBOAUTCS C GOIBIINM TAKTOM.
«MBI CBA3bIBaeMCA € YIEHaMM CeMbl,
ompefienAeM Ijje HAXOUTCA TeNo
YCOIIIIETo ¥ TIOTy4YaeM HeoOXOaMbIe
paspelIeHNs OT POACTBEHHUKOB MIN
BJIACTel», 00bsAcHAeT Porpma CraiiH,
CTapIIMii KOOpAMHATOP MOXOpoH. «Ecim
y YCOIIIIEro HET CeMbH, TO obpaliaeMcs
K TeM, KTO 3HaJI TIOKOIHOTO, MM K
TOPOJCKOMY aIMMHUCTPATOPY».
HFBA Taioke niier eBpeiickue MMeHa
B 6a3ax JAHHBIX O HEBOCTPEOOBAHHBIX
JMIax. VIHOTIA TeJo YCOIIIIero MoXeT
IpOOBITh B MOPTe MHOTYE MECSI[BL, TIPEXK/e
4eM ero UIeHTUMUIVPYIOT M HOXOPOHAT.

OO6psipx Taxapa (ounieHue)

Korpa Bce GpopMamIbHOCTY yIa>KeHBL,
XeBpa Kagnia («II0XOpOHHOe OPaTcTBO»)
Ha4MHAEeT CBOIO CBSAIIEHHYIO PaboTy.

IT0 He YyX/ible OOLINMHE CIIEINaIICTBL,
a OOPOBOJIBIIBI, TOCBATYUBILINE Cebs
Ba)KHOW MUCCUMN.

Taxapa («amcToTa» Ha UBPUTE) — CBSITO
YTUMBbIN €BPEVICKUIA PUTYasl. YMEPILIETO
TOTOBSIT K IOTrpeGeHNI0 B OT/IE/IBHOM
TIOMEIL[eHIN, CTIeRysI BCceM TpeboBaHAM
rayaxy (eBpeiickoro 3aKoHa).

Teso 0cTOpOXHO OOMBIBAIOT BOJIOIT,
He Hapylas JOCTOMHCTBO YCOIILIETo,
IIpepbIBasi MOTYAHIE TOTIKO KOIZia HY>KHO

IIPOM3HECT PUTYATIbHYIO MOJIUTBY.
YacTp puTyasna — HOIPOCUTD IPOLEHIA

Y YCOIIIIIETO, €C/IV MY HeJassHHO ObIIO
OKa3aHO KaKoe-/1b0 HeyBasKeHNe.

ITo okOHYaHMM Taxapa yCOIILIETO
0671avaloT B IIPOCTON Gerblil caBaH (Ha
MBUTE TAXPUXUM), OOBIYHO U3 X/TOTIKA
WIN JIbHA, YTO OTPa’kaeT PaBEHCTBO BCEX
U cMupeHue nepeq, Bc-BoIHNM. 3aTeM
TEJIO KAy T B IIPOCTOI JiepeBAHHbIN
rpo6, 4TOOBI OHO €CTECTBEHHBIM ITyTEM
BEPHY/IOCDH B 3eMIIIO.

ITpucyrcrBIe Ha HOXOPOHAX
[ToXOpOHBI, MV JIeBAs
(«compoBOXKIEHIE» HA UBPUTE) —

3aK/TIIOYMTENBHBIN aKT POBOJIOB YMEPILIETO.

MbI IpMBETCTBYEM [YILY, IIPUIIEAIIYIO B
MUP, U MBI flefIaeM, YTOOBI OHa He TOKHU/a/Ia
3TOT MUP B OJIMHOYECTBE.

PassuH IlImyane [Tnadxep
PYKOBOZIUT ITIOXOPOHAMU 1 CaM
nposoaut cryx6y. OH IIOMOraeT CeMbsiM
CIIPABUTBCS C TOPEM U OObSCHSIET
manpHenmme gencTeus. Kaxkgas ero
LIlepeMOHMA OTPa’kaeT JOCTOMHCTBO
€BPENICKIX TPpagyLIL.

«5] OTIIPABJIAI0 IOXOPOHHYIO CITYXKOY
1 J1a10 JIIO[ISIM COBETBI», — TOBOPUT OH. «J1
s HAXOXKY JII0fieil, KOTOpPbIe IIPOU3HECYT
Kajuur (mpocnasnenne b-ra) exxenHeBHO
U TOROBIIVHY cMepTu». Yacto HFBA
IpUBJIEKAET IPYIITY U3 JECATU
no6pOBOIbIEB (MUHBSIH) [y HPOYTEHNS
Kajauma. [TosTomy ecm KTO-TO yXOAUT
u3 3TOro Mupa 6e3 apyseit u 6IM3KUX, UX
MEeCTO 3aHMMaeT OOIIMHA.

Pas ITnadkep HaumHaeT cyxo6y
neBaiis ¢ 06bsacHeHws: «KusHp - 310
nocemieHne. Mbl Bce TOCTH 371€Ch, 1,
KOT7a KTO-TO YXOIMT M3 )KU3HU, MbI
IIPOBO’KAEM €ro I0MOIi. Teno Mo/mKHO
BEPHYTbCS B 3EMIIIO, A [IyllIa BOSHOCUTCS
K B—Fy».

Emé on HamoMmHaeT cobpaBIIMMCs
0 Xece], IIe/Ib 3MET, ITOJ/INHHOM
MIIOCEPANI TI0 OTHOIIEHNUIO K YMEPIIVIM.
Ecnu >xuBymmnit MO>XeT OTIUIATUTD
Zo6poM 3a Z06PO, TO YCOIIINIT — Y>Ke HeT.

CoxpaHeHue IaMATHI

Ha wrap6uie Mayur-PudamMons,
TevicTByomieM ¢ 1908 rofa, MbI 00s13yeMcA
He TOJIbKO IOCTOITHO IOXOPOHUTD KaXK[OTO
eBpesi, HO ¥ COXPaHUTD IAMATD O KaXK/[OM.

ITo eBpeiickoit Tpaguiuu, MalieliBa
(«Haprpobue») — 9TO He IPOCTO
IMaMsTHas MeTKa. MarieliBa IIOKa3bIBaeT,
YTO eBpeiicKas AyIIa XOAWIA 110 3TOM
3eMJIe, I 9TO UM YeloBeKa Oymer

yBEKOBEUeHO. B pasHbIx 00mmHax
pasnmndaeTcs BpeMs YCTaHOBKU
HaATpoOus — mocye MMBLI (Yepes ceMb
nHern), yepes 30 [{HelT MU [T0CTIe IePBOTO
rojia, HO 00513aHHOCTb COXPAHUTb IAMSATh
HeM3MeHHa.

HFBA ycranaBnMBaeT MalieiiBa u
IIs1 TeX, Y KOTO He OBLIO CeMb, WM eCIIN
y G/IMSKUX HET CPefCTB Ha Hafrpobue.
IToaromy Ha MayHT Puumony kaxjas
MOTMIa UMeeT UM, KaXK/Iasi >)KU3Hb
OTMeYeHa, OCTAETCA HaMSATDb O KaXKJI0M
€BPEeIICKOII ylie.

«Ha xa)xgoit Mormse ecTb Hafrpobue»,
obpsacHser [Jana Puecc, gupexTop 1o
noructuke. «braromaps kammanuy «OcTaBb
CBOII C1e» MbI 3a00TVMCS, 9YTOOBI Jaske
y He MIMEBIINX CeMbI WM O/IM3KIX ObIT
Ha/IrPOOHBII 3HAKY.

Pas B rop, B «JleHb ITAMATHUKOB»,
COTHM HafrpoOMit Ip1OLIBAIOT
Ha Kaonie. Psjipl cBexxe-
BBITPABMPOBAHHBIX MOHOJINTOB GEPEXXHO
BBITPY>KAIOT 113 IPY30BUKOB /1 Pa3MeIIaloT
Ha 3eMJIe, YTOOBI PabOTHUKY KTaf0uIIa
MOIVIV ¥IX YCTQHOBUTD Ha HY>KHbIe MOTIBL.
ITO pacTATMBaeTCA Ha HECKO/IBKO Heflerb.
C KaX7IbIM HaJrpobyeM HeOTMeUeHHbIe
MOTIBL 0OPETAIOT MMH; B 9TO 0c060e
BpeMsI Ha KJTafi0uIIIe Te, KTO ObI
HIOXOPOHEH B OIMHOUECTBE, COXPAHSIOTCSA B
Hallel MaMATH.

ITocne sToro Haura pabora He
3akaHuyBaetcs. Llemas 6puraza
TIOATEPKVBACT VI YMHUT CTapeIolye
TIAMSITHVUKY, HEKOTOPBIM 13 KOTOPBIX Hortee
cra JieT. ITOT TPy, He JA€T BpeMeHU U
CTUIXVISIM CTepeTb ITaMSTh 00 YCOIILINX.

B pamxax erié ofHoOI Haller
MIPOrPaMMBI YJI€HBI OOLIVHBI BKIIIOYAIOT
B MonmTBy 06 ycorumx (Muskop) nmena
OIMHOKUX eBpeeB. 1o mpasgHuKam aTn
MIMEHa 3By4aT B MOIMTBAX J B HAIIMX
Cepplax, OCTAITCS YacThIO eBPEeVICKO
OOILVHEI.

A TTO>)XepTBOBAHMA YYACTHUKOB €Il
onHOro poekTa «OcTaBb CBOI CrIe»
HAIIPSAMYIO MAYT Ha MOKYIIKY U YCTAaHOBKY
HaATpOOuUIt /s TeX, Ybsi MOTH/IA MOI/IA
ocrarbcs 6e3biMsaHHOI. Eciiu Bol xoTuTe
IIOMOYb B 9TOM COXPaHEHNN ITaMATH,
MIOXKaJTyiICTa IOCETUTE CANT
www.hebrewfreeburial.org/donate/ un
Bbibepute py6puky «Leave Your Mark».

W B >Xu3HU 1 B CMEPTY HU O[JVIH €Bpeit
He JTO/DKEH OCTaBaTbCS B OITHOYECTBE.
[Toatomy u cymectByer HFBA — 4To6b!I He

CTEp/Iach MaMATh HYU 00 OTHOM eBpee. m _
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necessary and to recite the prayers that
accompany the ritual, asking forgiveness
if any unintended disrespect is shown and
honoring the soul as it prepares to return
to its Creator.

After the tahara is completed, the
deceased is dressed in simple white
shrouds, traditionally made of cotton or
linen, symbolizing equality and humility
before G-d. The body is then placed in a
plain wooden coffin, preparing to return
naturally to the earth, just as Jewish
tradition prescribes.

Attending the Funeral

The funeral, or levaya - literally meaning
“escort”— is Judaism’s final act of
accompaniment. Rabbi Shmuel Plafker,
HFBA’s Chaplain, officiates these
funerals. His role extends far beyond
delivering brief remarks at a graveside.
He guides families through unfamiliar
terrain, offers comfort and clarity, and
ensures that every service reflects the
dignity of Jewish tradition.

“I officiate the funerals, and occasionally
give people advice,” he says. “I find people
to say kaddish (the prayer sanctifying
G-d’s name) either daily or on the
Yyahrtzeit (commemoration of a person’s
passing), and also coordinate a volunteer
minyan when needed.” When a family
requests it, HFBA mobilizes a dedicated
group of volunteers to ensure that a minyan
is present so that kaddish can be recited.
Rabbi Platker begins each levaya by
explaining its meaning. “Life is a visit.

Workers unload headstones
to be placed on each grave

We're all visitors, and when someone
passes away, we're escorting them
home. The body comes from the
Earth, and it must go back to the
Earth. The soul ascends to G-d.”

He reminds those present of the
concept of Chesed Shel Emet — true
loving-kindness. “What we do for the
deceased is the purest form of kindness,
because it can never be repaid. A

living person can reciprocate an act of
compassion. The dead cannot.”

Life is a visit.
We’re all visitors,
and when someone
passes away,

we’re escorting
them home.

Preserving Memory

At Mount Richmond Cemetery, which has
been open since 1908, HFBA is committed
not only to burying each individual with
dignity, but to preserving their legacy,
memory, and sense of identity.

In Jewish tradition, a matzeivah — a
headstone — is far more than a marker.
It affirms that a life was lived, that a
Jewish soul walked this world, and that
their name will endure. While customs
vary as to when a headstone is erected
— after shiva, after thirty days, or at the
end of the first year — the obligation to
remember remains constant.

For those without family, or without the
financial means to erect a monument,
HFBA ensures that a matzeivah is placed
nonetheless. Every grave at Mount
Richmond Cemetery bears a name.
Every life is acknowledged. Every soul is
remembered.

“Every grave has a tombstone,” says
Dana Riess, HFBA’s Director of
Logistics. “Through the Leave Your Mark
campaign, we make sure that even those
without family will have a monument.
That’s something we’re very careful about.”

Once each year, hundreds of monuments
arrive at the cemetery on what HBFA

3'n
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calls
“Monument
Day.” Row upon row

of newly engraved stones are carefully
unloaded from a flatbed truck.They are
gently positioned so the grounds crew
can set them in their proper places, a
process that unfolds over several weeks.
With every stone that is raised, a once-
unmarked grave is given identity and
permanence. It is a quiet, sacred time at
Mount Richmond Cemetery — visible
testimony that those who were buried
alone will not remain alone in memory.

And the work does not stop there. With a
full-time grounds staff, HFBA maintains,
resets, and repairs aging monuments, some
more than a century old, ensuring that time
and weather do not erase memory.

HFBA is also developing an initiative

to connect synagogues and members

of the broader Jewish community with
the names of indigent Jews who were
buried without mourners. On Yom
Kippur, during Yizkor, those names can
be spoken in prayer. Even if a person left
this world alone, they need not remain
alone in memory.

Through the Leave Your Mark campaign,
supporters partner with us in this sacred
responsibility. Contributions go directly
toward the purchase, engraving, and
installation of headstones for those who
would otherwise remain unmarked.

[§ To help ensure that no Jew is
; ever forgotten, please visit:

|

. Www.hebrewfreeburial.org/
donate and select
“Leave Your Mark.”

Because in life and in death, no Jew
should ever be alone. That is why HFBA
exists — to ensure that no Jew is ever left
behind. =



here are many Passover seder traditions, and they vary
I between every table. Many people have philosophical
discussions of the Passover Haggadah, others give out prizes for
excellent questions, and many children enjoy the mischief of hiding the
Afikoman. But one thing guaranteed to be in every seder is the passage of

Ha Lachmaanya, the bread of affliction.

In that passage we read, “Let all who are hungry come and eat. Let all who are
in need, come and share the Pesach meal.” The message is clear. We leave nobody
behind. Anyone who is hungry is welcome to join our table and eat.

The Hebrew Free Burial Association’s mission is to extend that courtesy. The deceased Annual River dal e

deserve just as much dignity and honor as the living, and just like we invite the living to
join our seder tables, HFBA ensures that no one, living or dead, is left behind. Breakfast

The Hebrew Free Burial Association ‘ N )/ louk iformard i i ionmg

. again on Sunday, April 26,
wishes everyone a wonderful Pesach. at the Annual Riverdale

Breakfast, where we
will continue to
celebrate Amy’s
retirement after a
quarter century

Dear Rabbi Plafker,

The enclosed donation to the Hebrew Free Burial Association of dedication to

is in your honor, for all the time, care, and concern you took to e the broader Jewish
make today’s cemetery visit the most memorable one I have 4 - ) community. To

had in years. . register, please visit:

3 o HebrewFreeBurial.org/Riverdale =
Because of you, 1 was finally able to visit my grandfather

Shammai Baruch Lifschultz’s grave and pay my respects.

Thank you for caring and helping me fulfill a mitzvah.

O R OND
Sincerely, A. Weiss R
OURS OF OPER O
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