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“HFBA was there for my great-grandparents. | want to
be here for HFBA.” fa

Carol Hochstadt had never heard of Mirza and Nuchem T

V.4 rone
Greenberg until she began investigating her family history. o 15 '/'r,i_‘/,{?;/'f:?{ P
She started with Dovid Greenberg, her grandfather. He and his e ;} \V'\ l" .
siblings were the only ancestors her mother ever talked about. = :‘ madnd
From Dovid's marriage license to his second wife, she learned I ’ % ’
two facts: first, Dovid had arrived in America from Jassy, Romania. 7 . . gz
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Second, his parents were Mirza and Nuchem. -/ y .
Coc.r & ;1
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“From census records, | discovered that in 1900, Dovid, his first ot
wife, and four children were living with Mirza and Nuchem on ikl 4oy

Eldridge Street,” Carol told Chesed. “I didn't know Dovid's parents \» e
were living in America.” v i
Next step: look for Mirza and Nuchem'’s names on their ship =1 t )f
manifest. Moy
V
v

Meanwhile, Carol had an aunt who happened to mention that

Dovid was also known as Dovid Skulen.
Continued on page 2

Carol Hochstadt stands behind her great-grandparents’
AS TOLD TO CHESED monument at Silver Lake Cemetery. Behind the photo is a

facsimile of her ancestors’ ship manifest.

HFBA buried my baby sister

Yisroel Sapan looks back 78 years to reflect on a mysterious life and death

Neither my mother nor father ever talked about my baby sister, born four years after me. | grew up
in Brooklyn and assumed all along that | was an only child.

In the late 1960s, one of my aunts told me | had a sister, born in 1947, who passed away after a
few months due to a heart condition. Shortly after her birth, my mother apparently had a nervous
breakdown. Many years later, | found out why: my sister was born with Down syndrome.

| learned about Hebrew Free Burial Association’s role in arranging my sister’s burial only after going
through some old papers. My father's signature was on them.

One day, my wife Pearl and | were trying to figure out where to make our annual charitable
donations. I'd been thinking for a long time what my obligation was to HFBA. They stepped in at a

Paula Sapan’s grave stone Continued on page 2

TO DONATE TO HFBA, VISIT HTTPS://WWW.HEBREWFREEBURIAL.ORG/DONATE
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Continued from front page

Native New Yorker tracks her great-grandparents to Silver Lake

“A few years passed before | realized Dovid's nickname could be a
clue, possibly to his home town,” Carol said.

Carol entered “Dovid Skulen” into a search engine — and voila!
Dovid had been born in Skuleni, once home to the Skulen Hasidic
dynasty. Now when Carol included “Skulen” in her online search of
ship manifests, Mirza and Nuchem'’s 1899 voyage to New York Harbor
turned up.

Carol had no trouble locating the death certificates for Nuchem
and Mirza. To her surprise, though, both great-grandparents were
buried at HFBA's Silver Lake Cemetery — a 45-minute drive over the

Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge from Carol's childhood home in Brooklyn.

A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY TO STATEN ISLAND

Like many genealogists, Carol wanted to see her ancestors’ graves
for herself. On a trip to New York, Carol and her husband scheduled
a tour of Silver Lake and Mount Richmond Cemeteries with HFBA's
Rabbi Shmuel Plafker.

At Silver Lake, a new puzzle presented itself. Why were Nuchem
and Mirza buried in the chevra kadisha section alongside some of
HFBA's founders?

Continued from front page

HFBA donor remembers his baby sister

truly difficult time in my family’s life, and as a religious Jew, | felt a responsibility to

acknowledge their kindness.

HFBA let me know about their “Leave Your Mark” project, whereby | could
contribute to the cost of a grave marker. So many children’s graves once went

unmarked, and this campaign was a way of rectifying this problem.

When HFBA performed a proper burial with a gravestone and a religious
service, | felt | had done the right thing by my sister. Despite the passage of so

many years, the Jewish soul in me touched the Jewish soul in her.

As Pearl said, “When your parents needed help, these people helped you. It's

important for people to know that.”
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“My great-grandparents were immigrants,” Carol says.
“Moreover, Nuchem was a tailor. It's hard to imagine he could
support HFBA the way a wealthy person could.”

Carol believes Nuchem contributed what he could: a shroud
for every Jew whose family couldn't afford to pay for one. This
might explain why the prominent monument overlooking
Nuchem'’s grave praises him, in Hebrew, as a “man flawless and
blameless, complete and strong.”

Perhaps Carol's connection to her earliest American ancestors
explains why she is a volunteer trustee with the Kol Ami
Cemetery Association in Salt Lake City.

“My father died in 1990 and was buried in Mount Hebron
Cemetery in Queens,” Carol says. “I moved out of New York in
1970, so | knew | had left his perpetual care to others. When
a spot opened up at our cemetery trust in 1991, | joined as a
volunteer. | couldn't directly care for my father’s grave, but |
could take care of the graves in my own city. In 2006 | became
chairman. I've served the trust for 34 years.”

Carol's story doesn't end with the discovery of her great-
grandparents.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF ANCESTORS

“Visiting Nuchem and Mirza's graves at Silver Lake Cemetery
lit my spiritual connection with them,” she says. “When my son
and his wife had twins 11 years ago, they decided to honor the
memory of their great-great ancestor by naming the elder boy
Nuchem in Hebrew and Nathan in English.”

Fortunately, Carol says, poverty is not often an issue at burial
time in Salt Lake's Jewish community. Reading about HFBA's
mission, though, reminds her that sometimes people fall through
the cracks.

“HFBA was there for my ancestors,” she says. “l want to be
here for HFBA."

Yisroel Sapan, Age 2
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HFBA HELPS

True stories about the people HFBA serves. Names and
details are anonymized to preserve confidentiality.

Sofia Y., 95, a Holocaust survivor originally from Poland,
died of heart disease in a nursing home. Sofia's daughter
is legally blind, so her grandson worked with HFBA to
arrange the funeral. Sofia had reserved a grave at Mount
Richmond Cemetery alongside her husband, whom we
buried in 2000. A dozen people attended. They learned
that Sofia and her sister had escaped to the former
Soviet Union and ended up on a train bombed by the
Germans. Their identity papers were destroyed. As
blonde, blue-eyed women, they could have passed as
non-Jews. “Sofia never denied who she was,” an attendee
told Rabbi Shmuel Plafker. “She was always cheerful.
People gravitated toward her.”

Sherry J., 84, a daughter of Holocaust survivors and
once a nurse with the International Red Cross, died of
heart disease. Until five years ago, Sherry was living in
Israel. She fell ill on a visit with her daughter Marlene in
New York. Only HFBA's volunteer minyan and Marlene
attended the funeral in person. Marlene’s husband
attended by phone, as did a cousin from a military
bunker in Gaza. Marlene told Rabbi Plafker that in
addition to speaking English, her mother spoke Yiddish,
German, Spanish, Russian, and Hebrew. Marlene had
pressed for a traditional Jewish burial and was grateful
for the volunteer minyan, which attended.

Jeannette B., 75, divorced and estranged from her two
children, died of heart disease. Shortly before Jeannette’s
death, HFBA received a call from Dana, her daughter,
who asked us about cremation services. We explained
that we are an organization that ensures the traditional
burial of every Jew. Only Dana and a friend attended in
person; another friend participated by phone. Dana’s
brother did not attend. Dana’s friends offered up some
words of compassion: “Jeannette was a beautiful woman.
She was always one of us girls.” After the funeral, Dana
told us her mother was schizophrenic, had no means of
income and periodically lived on the streets.

Yevgeny B., 69, died of a heart attack. He emigrated
from Russia 40 years ago and worked for many years as
a custodian for the New Jersey Department of Public
Works. Yevgeny had open-heart surgery four years ago.
After surgery, he was diagnosed with cancer. He told no
one. Known until then by his co-workers as a workaholic,

Yevgeny started drinking heavily and became homeless.
He was divorced and in touch with at least one of his three
children in the last years of his life, but bounced around
between nursing homes. By the time he let people know
about his cancer, it was too advanced to treat. HFBA's
volunteer minyan was present at his burial in Mount
Richmond Cemetery.

Philip M., 60, worked for the New York City Transit
Authority. He'd long been in poor health and died of a
heart attack. Philip’s personal history was sad. His mother
died when he was two. His father died when he was 12.
Philip was 21 when his grandmother, who'd looked after
him for nine years, died. Philip had no friends other than
his female partner. He cheated death in 2017 when he
had a first heart attack. He was unable to alter his lifestyle
habits, though, and finally succumbed to cardiovascular
disease. HFBA handled funeral arrangements and buried
Philip in Mount Richmond Cemetery. Only Philip's
companion attended.

Shirley S., 93, died in a Queens, NY nursing home. We
learned about her passing from a neighbor, who knew
Shirley was Jewish, and who feared she would end up

in City Cemetery. A year before her death, Shirley broke
her hip. While in rehab, where she suffered a stroke, her
landlord initiated eviction proceedings against her based
on the condition of her apartment: Shirley had been a
hoarder and the place had become uninhabitable. She
spent part of her childhood in an orphanage now under
the auspices of the Jewish Child Care Association. HFBA's
volunteer minyan attended so kaddish could be recited.

WE NEED YOUR
HELP NOW MORE
THAN EVER

You can support HFBA's mission
by making a donation at www.
hebrewfreeburial.org/donate,
SCAN TO DONATE or use our QR code.
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PYCCKUU OANOKECT

«HFBA noMorno Momm npeakam, U Tenepb 9 Xo4y nomMoraTtb
HFBA»

MNoka Kapon XoxwTaar He Havasia UccnefosaTh UCTOPUIO
CBOEW CEMbM, OHa HMKOr4a Aake He ciblwana o Mmpse n Hyxeme
MomH6epr. OHa Hayana co cBoero fefa, Josuaa MpuHbepra,
MocKonbKy [JOBUA U ero 6paTbs U cecTpbl 6bINTM € AUHCTBEHHbBIMM
POACTBEHHKMKaMU, O KOTOPbIX K3pos pacckasbiBana €é MaTb.
M3yunB cBMAETENbCTBO O Bpake [loBnaa 1 ero BTOPOM XeHbl, Kapon
BbIACHW/A, 4TO, BO-NepPBbIX, JoBMa Npmnbbin B AMeprKy U3 ropofa
Accbl B PyMblHUUK, U, BO-BTOPbIX, YTO poauTenen ero 3ganm Mumpsa um
Hyxem.

«CornacHo gaHHbIM nepenuncum HaceneHmsa B 1900-m rogy Josua,
CO CBOEWN MEePBOM XEHOWM 1 YETbIPbMS AETbMU MPOXKMBAIK Ha
ynuue Inapuvoyk BMecTe ¢ Mump3om 1 HyxeMoMm», pacckasana Kapon
rasete «Xeceny.

B kayvecTBe cnepytollero wara Kapon crana MckaTb MMeHa
Mup3bl U HyxeMa B CNrCcKax MaccaXxMpoB Kopabrewn, MpUBO3MBLLMX
UMMUIPaHTOB. MNocne NPoaoMHKUTENBHbIX MOUCKOB B MHTEPHETE
Kapon Hawna Hy»Hbl MaHUdeCT: okasbiBaeTcs, Mup3a 1 Hyxem
NpEVbbINN B HbO-MOPKCKYHO raBaHb B 1899 roay.

3aTeM HoBas HaxodKa: Kapon Halna o6a cBmaeTesbCcTea o
CMepTH, U3 KOTOPbIX CMeaoBasno, Yto eé npagen v npatadka
rnokoaTca Ha Knagbule Cunbeep Jlenk, B 45 MMHyTax e3abl Yepes
MOCT BeppasaHo oT foMa Kapon B BpyknunHe.

Korga Kaposn ¢ MyyeM nocetunu knagéuue Cunbeep J1enK, oHu
YOAUBUNUCH TOMY, UTO HyxeM 1 Mmnp3a 6bifi MOXOPOHeHbl cpeam
UNeHoB xeBpa Kagula (KoMaH4a NOMOLLHUKOB Mpu norpebeHmnax),
pPAOOM C MOrMnamMu ocHoBaTennen HFBA.

K3pOJ'I CUHUTaET, UTO nyeM 6bIn CKOpee BCero NopTHbIM, 1 YTO OH
noMorasn 4eMm MOr: OH Aeslan CaBaHbl ON1d TeX eBpeeB, Ub CeEMbU He
MOy onnaTtnTb rlorpe6eHV|e.

Kapon »mnBéTt B ConT-1enk-Cutn yye 6onee 30 neT. BO3MOXXHO
rnpeemcTBeHHada CBA3b C eé npeakaMmn-mMMUrpaHTaMm obbacHsaeT,
rnoyeMy OHa aBngeTca 4OOPOBObHbBIM NoneynTenemM Accoumaumm
Knagbuia Kon AMum B 3ToM ropoge. «HFBA nomMornia Moum
rnpenkam, 1 Tenepb g xody nomorats HFBA 1 MonM cobpaTbam-
eBpeam B Cont Jlenk Cutu».

Ucpoan CanaH raseTe Xecen: «<HFBA B cBOé BpeMsa NOMOr/io ¢
NnoxopoHaMu Moen MNaaLlen cecTpbi»

Moga MaTb 1 oTel, HMKoraa He ropopunu o MoeW MnagLlen
cecTpe, KoTopas poauiach Ha YeTbipe rofa rno3)e MeHs. 4 BbIPoC B
BpyknunHe 1 Bcerga cymtan cebq eQUHCTBEHHbIM pe6eHKOM.

Ho roe-To B koHUe 1960-x Mod TeTA paccKasana, YTo y MeHs 6bina
cecTpa, poauBLuaacsa B 1947 rofy, KoTopada ymepna B MageH4yecTse
13-3a NMopoka cepgua. [No3x)ke g y3Har, 4To Mosa cecTpa pPoamnach ¢
cuHgpomom HdayHa.

9 y3Han o ponu EBpeickomn BnarotBopuTenbHOM MOXOpPOHHOM
Accoumaumm B opraHmsaumm norpebeHma Moen cecTpsbl, Koraa
npocMaTpmBan ctapble 6ymaru. Ha HMX 6blna Nognucb Moero oTua.

Kak-To pa3 Mbl C MoeW ykeHow Mepn obcyxaanu, Ha uTo
[aTb Hallle eXXerogHoe rnoXxepTeoBaHMe. A Nepef 3TUM g 4acTo
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3a4yMblBasics, 4To XoTesn 6bl OTANATUTL O6POM opraHMsaumm HFBA
3a TO, YTO OHa MOMOrla MOeW ceMbe B Tshxénoe aNna Heé Bpema. Kak
PEeNUrno3HbIN eBpen, 1 BOBOWMHE YyBCTBOBA/, UTO XO4Y OTMETUTb
3710 fobpoe geno. NoroBopmB ¢ coTpyaHkaMmu HFBA, g pewwnn
npucoeanHNTLCSA K NporpamMmme «OCcTaBb CBOM criefy», MOXXepTBOBAB
cpencTBa Ha YCTaHOBKY HaArPOOHbIX Tabnmnyek.

Tenepb, korga HFBA npoBoauT norpebeHue rno
eBpeckoMy obpsaay, C Pennrmo3Hom ciy>kKboin 1 ycTaHoBIeHNEM
HaArpOBHOro NAaMATHKKA, A YyBCTBYIO, UTO, MOMOras B 3TOM,
[OCTOMHO YTy MaMaTb MOEWM CecTpbl. XOT MPOLLUIO CTOMbKO feT, eé 1
Mos eBpeMcKMe OyLn Kak Bbl ConpuKacatoTcs...

HFBA nomoraet

EBreHnn B. ckoH4anca B 69 neT oT cepaedHoro npuctyna. OH
aMuUrpupoBan ns Poccuu 40 neT Hasad v MHOTO NeT NpopaboTan
cMoTpuTeneM B [lenapTamMeHTe 06LLIEeCTBEHHbIX paboT WwTaTa
Hblo-xepcu. YeTblpe roga Hasag EBreHuio coenanu onepaumio
Ha OTKPbITOM cepLe. Nocne onepaumm y Hero AMarHOCTUPOBanu
pak, HO OH HMKOMY He cKa3an 06 aToM. [1o 6one3Hu Konneru
3HaNM EBreHnsa Kak Tpyaoroninka, HO TyT OH Hayan NuTb, U Yepes
HeKoTopoe BpeMs oKa3asica 6e300MHbIM.

EBreHu 6bin pa3senéH. B nocnenHue rogbl YXM3HM OH
MpoX1Ban TO B OAHOM, TO B PYrOM JlOMe npecTaperbix,
nogaepXuBas CBA3b Mo KpamHen Mepe C O4HWM 13 CBOWX TPOMX
peTten. Korga oH cooBLLmMA OKPY»XKaoLLKMM, 4TO BoneH pakoM,
60Me3Hb y)ke He nogaaBasnach neyeHuto. JLo6poBobHbIN MUHBAH
NPWCYTCTBOBAaN Ha NoxopoHax EBreHna Ha npuHagnexawem HFBA
Knagoéuue MayHT-PruymoHa,.

MoueMy KHUra «Mcxop» HaNOMUHaET 0 HEO6XOAUMOCTU UTUTb
yMepLumx

Ocobbin ann3on B KHure Mcxopa — Koraa Moucen BbiNoHAET
obelllaHMe Hapoda CBOMM NpeakaM: OH Be/IUT 3abpaTb KOCTU
Mocuoda, cbiHa NaTpuapxa Makoea, yBoas UspauisTaH U3 ErunTta B
3emMnto O6eToBaHHY0. DTOT MOMEHT CUMBONU3UPYET AN eBpeeB
CBALLEHHOE 06A3aTeNbCTBO NOYMUTaHUA yMepLIUX, obecnedmBas UM
[octonHoe norpebeHue.

Mbl 6narogapuM BCex HallUx gaputenei, KoTopble B Te4YeHue
Bcero roga genatot ong HFBA BO3MOXXKHbIM MpogomxkeHune
61aropofgHOMN MUCCUM NO obBecrneYyeHMio HaaexKalmMx NoXopoH Ang
KaxkOoro espes. Mbl efnaeM BaM BCEro Hany4Llero n c4actimBoro
Mecaxa!
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Students perform chesed at Mount Richmond Cemetery

Students from area schools participated in the fall/winter Cemetery Clean-Up Project at HFBA's Mount Richmond Cemetery. The
chesed project has been a longstanding volunteer event that gives young people the opportunity to honor fellow Jews who left this
world without the resources for a traditional Jewish burial.

Davis Renov Stahler Yeshiva High School for Boys (DRS), Woodmere, NY

HFBA GETS MAIL

Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North Jersey
River Edge, NJ

[ 12

Yeshiva of South Shore, Yeshiva Toras Chaim
Hewlett, NY

Adolph Schreiber Hebrew Academy Of Rockland (ASHAR), New City, NY

Grateful acknowledgement from our generous donors

When you get a call you were not
expecting — that your loved one has
passed — it's shocking. You want to
do the right thing for them. The call to
Hebrew Free Burial Association was a
godsend. HFBA's professionalism and
care made all the difference. When
they provided a minyan of men, whom
| consider melachim (angels), it just
added to my comfort level that | did
what | could according to halacha
(Jewish law).

Thank you for all you do for the
Jewish people. It's a great need, which
you fill so well.

Gratefully,
- Akselrod

Please accept this donation in
memory of my great-grandmother,
Sarah Rothman, who is buried at Mount
Richmond Cemetery.

My wife and | recently attended a
funeral there. After the ceremony, |
asked Rabbi Plafker, who officiated, if he
could help me locate Sarah’s grave. He
was wonderfully helpful, and together,
based on the information we had with
us, we found the grave.

| can't thank him enough. He's a
mensch!

Sincerely,

Aharon Rothman

My heartfelt thanks to everyone at
HFBA for your dedication and invaluable
help during the very worst time of my
life. Please know, even on your most
challenging work day, that your work is
immeasurably important and makes a
difference.

Please extend as well my heartfelt
thanks to Rabbi Plafker ... He did a
phenomenal job in explaining every step
along the way, and in doing so, provided
wisdom and comfort to all who were
present. His heart shone through my
darkest hour. My loved one would have
absolutely adored him.

Regards,

BAarl Connolly

HEBREW FREE BURIAL ASSOCIATION - CHESED
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Why “Exodus” reminds
us to honor the dead

An extraordinary moment in “The Book of Exodus” comes
when Moses acts on his nation's commitment to their ancestors:
he takes the bones of Joseph — son of our patriarch Jacob —
with him as he leads the Israelites to the Promised Land.

This scene underscores the Jewish value of honoring the
dead by ensuring them a proper burial.

Thank you to all of our donors who make it possible for HFBA
to continue its mission all year to provide a proper burial to every
Jew. You have all our best wishes for a happy Pesach!

Donate your
appreciated stocks

If you've got appreciated assets and you're looking to provide
immediate support to our community, you can mazimize your
impact while also maximizing your savings by donating to HFBA.
When you cash out your stocks, you are required to pay capital
gains tax. If you transfer the stock directly, however, you will be
able to deduct the full amount of your stock, completely avoiding
capital gains tax.

For more information visit: www.hebrewfreeburial.org/stocks

MOUNT RICHMOND CEMETERY SPRING HOURS

PacnvcaHue paboTbl knagbuila Mt. Richmond — BecHa 2025

PASSOVER TMECAX

SUNDAY, APRIL 13 CLOSED
BockpeceHbe, 13 anpensa 3AKPbITO

MONDAY, APRIL 14 CLOSED
MoHegenbHWK, 14 anpensa 3AKPbITO

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 CLOSED
BockpeceHbe, 20 anpend 3AKPbITO

SHAVUOT [LIABYOT

MONDAY, JUNE 2 CLOSED
MoHeaenbHUK, 2 UtoHA 3AKPbITO

TUESDAY, JUNE 3 CLOSED
BTOpHUK, 3 MioHA 3AKPbITO

Yizkor is recited on the last day of Passover and Shavuot: Sunday,
April 20 and Tuesday, June 3.

NMoMuHanbHaa Mmonutea M3KOP 4ymTaeTca B mocnegHuim oeHb
[Necaxa n B nocnegHmnn geHsb LLiaByoTa, 20 anpens 1 3 nioHs.

The cemetery closes at 1:00 PM on Fridays.

Mo NATHMLAM KnaabuLie 3aKpblBaeTca B Yac OHA.
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SAVE THE DATE!

Hebrew Free Burial Association
Riverdale Community Breakfast

Sunday, May 4, 2025 | 9:30 a.m.
at Hebrew Institute of Riverdale
3700 Henry Hudson Parkway
Bronx, NY 10463

A LASTING IMPACT
WITH HBFA

e

You can include Hebrew Free Burial Association in your estate
plan at no cost to you. A legacy donation in your will helps HFBA
in its mission to treat every Jew with the respect so integral

to Jewish law and tradition, regardless of financial status. Get
started by visiting www.hebrewfreeburial.org/freewill. If you've
already included us in your will, let us know by visiting the same
site. We are deeply grateful to you for your support.
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